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CIH Epidemic

T came as a bolt from the blue, and before anyone
Icuuld realise what was happening, some 10,000
computers across the country (some reports say
more) were rendered inoperative, their “hard-disk
partition™ destroyed. Operations at quite a few big
establishments, including the US Embassy, were
hampered. As computer-users queued up at differ-
ent service providers to have their machines reac-
tivated and the lost data retrieved, one cruel truth
surfaced: we are not yet equipped to fend off men-
aces of -technological advancement. Moreover, ac-
centuated was the dire need for a watchdog to pro-
nounce prior warning of such invasion.

Invasion of CIH 1.2 was a new phenomenon and
indeed adds a new dimension to our fledgling con-
sciousness about information technology. Cyber-
cynics, essentially out of an in-built phobia of
computers, would surely resort to a reinvigorated
campaign against overdose of hi-tech. However,
the fact of the matter is these are snags we have to
negotiate if we are to keep pace with others on the
information highway. Instead of a speak-no-evil-
hear-no-evil-see-no-evil attitude, what we need is a
defence mechanism against such inevitable, yet
remediable menaces.

That the virus, which originated from Taiwan in
1998 and spread through the Internet and software
piracy, was designed to hit on April 26 to mark the
13th anniversary of the Chernobyl disaster was
forecast world-wide long time back. Measures had
been devised to fight it. Still, it wrought havoc in
our country. Why? Because we have not yet devel-
oped an effective warning system, let alone defence
mechanism against such computer maladies. The
Bangladesh Computer Samity had tried their best,
and so did the Bengali news daily the Bhorer Kagaj,
who ran a report on the imminent attack of the
virus. Their efforts have proved inadequate. There
should be a cell at the Ministry of Science and
Technology to constantly monitor developments
in this regard and issue prior warnings to users.
Monday's experience was indeed a shocker. The
bright side of it however is, hopefully it has made
each one of us wiser.

Extremists Still at Large

T HEY were kidnapped in the darkness of night,
lined up in a high school compound, shot at,
and then slaughtered to make sure they died. Why
did those seven middle-aged villagers in
Chuadanga district fall victim to an act of such
wrathful retribution by an extremist group?

It is learnt that the dead persons were all close to
- Ali Hassan, the Juranpur UP chairman, who has
been a supporter of Nantu, the founder of the re-
cently reorganised Banglar Communist Party.
Nantu has had a rival in the Sabuj group which is
believed to have executed the mayhem. It is conjec-
tured that Nantu group having been at a disadvan-
tage owing to the joint combing operation of the
BDR and the police, Sabuj group tried to seize the
leadership by terrorising a Nantu support-base or
stronghold. While targeting the principal feud of
an outlawed organisation, the mop-up strategy had
better not gloss over the possible machinations of
lesser groups perhaps itching in the wings to make
their presence felt. When a strong group is in a
badway, the weaker one tries to settle old scores
with it. Also, feeling threatened by the combing op-
eration they are likely to redouble their efforts to
survive the crackdown.

The murderous onslaught takes place four days
after Home Minister Mohammad Nasim's call to
the extremists for a return to normal life by turn-
ing in their weapons and in the thick of the special
combing operations. There is nothing wrong either
with the offer made to the extremists to return to
normal life or the mop-up operation that is going
on. But what we would like to see is an effective and
successful completion of the process that has been
set afoot, The statistics of recovered arms and
ammunition and of the arrests made would mean
little unless political gangsterism erupting under
revolutionary labels and feuding tutelages is exor-
cised from the scene, root and branch. This is a
specialised job requiring to be done with a robust
will and special kind of skill.

The present combing operation must not be al-
lowed to end the way the earlier ones had gone. If
this happened, the outlawed will be further em-
boldened in their pursuits of gangsterism.

For the Good Name of BUET

S OME students of Bangladesh University of En-
gineering and Technology (BUET) went on a
rampage at a number of administrative buildings
and living quarters of teachers, so reported the
newspapers on Tuesday. The students were
demonstrating against  authorities who had
expelled a student of civil engineering deptt. for
one year for his alleged 'impersonation’ of a girl
student in a class test. According to rules of the in-
stitution, it was a grave offence and the minimum
punishment was awarded to the offender. The stern
attitude of the administration in the face of de-
mands by agitating students for withdrawal of the
order is considered to have triggered rowdysm and
indiscipline on the campus; but according to re-
ports and statements of some teachers there is
more 1o it than meets the eye. The unity of all the
student organisations and EUCSU in demanding
the withdrawal of the expulsion order and also the
submission of a 4-point demand including the ‘ex-
pulsion’ of the teacher who caught the imperson-
ator red-handed, point to further complications on
the campus. Even a provost of a dormitory has
been alleged to have inspired the trouble as part of
a deeper conspiracy to remove the present Vice-
Chancellor and install someone of their own
choice. The situation went totally out of control
and the institution has been closed sine die. It has
been alleged by the university authorities that

police did not come to the rescue despite repeated
requests.

A large member of students have been disap-
pointed at the untimely closure of the university
ahead of their final examinations for graduation.
Rightly so. We strongly condemn the atfitude of in-
disciplined students who disrupted the normal
academic atmosphere and urge them to behave re-

sponsibly in keeping with the good name of their
institution. |
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: Surprise Results

HE result of the latest elec-
' tions in Turkey is a

mixture of the predictable
and the unpredictable. The
voters in Turkey have succeeded
in taking everybody by
surprise.

Bulent Ecevit, the Prime
Minister and his Left Demo-
cratic Party [DSF), has come out
orn1 top. He has obtained 22.2 per
cent of the votes and will have
135 members in the Grand Na-
tional Assembly, where the to-
tal will be 550 members. Com-
pared to the last elections in
1995, DSP has improved its
score by 10 per cent points, It is
thus pretty much certain that
Ecevit will continue as Prime
Minister in a new coalition
government.

The great surprise of the
election is the Nationalist
Movement Party (MHP), which
has come a close second with
17.7 per cent and 131 MPs.
Compared Lo the 1995 elections
they have doubled their score,
In 1995 elections they were un-
able to win a single seat as the
Turkish electoral law stipulates
that for a party to enter the
Parliament it must get at least
10 per cent of total votes cast
throughout the country. The ar-

eat
unknown in the Turkish p%rliti—
cal scene.

The founder of the party late
Alparslan Turkes was an ulira-
nationalist and had built the
party in his image. He was in-
volved in the 1960 coup which
overthrew the electecF Prime
Minister Adnan Menderes, He
alse wus an open advocate of
Turks as a superior race. He
could be compared with Ziri-
novsky of Russia. It is in order

India Cannot but Encoura

OALITIONS are like poor

relations who do not

know how to live and
when to die. India's experience
is no better, In the past of one
decade, five coalition govern-
mernts have collapsed. Even
when they were alive. they
breathed -precariously. They
met an untimely death because
they did not know how to live,
The span of a coalition's life in
the country is, indeed, short.

Still, of late, particularly
after the governments of re-
ﬁiunaj parties have emerged, it

as become fashionable to ar-
gue that the diversities in India
necessitate coalitions. It is a
theory invented to fit the facts.
It is rationalisation of action
from irrational motives. This
is the doctrine of "dialectical
materialism.” which says polit-
ical theory is nol prior. but
posterior, to political lact, That
is the reason why it is far from
the reality.

No doubt, all-India parties
have got weakened over the
years. Local organisations have
come up. But it does not mean
that the genius of India lies in

the politics of coalition. Many
intellectuals in the count and
abroad have adumbrate the

thesis of periphery states get-
ting stronger than the main-
land. This may be partially
true. But it does not follow the
coalitions have come about be-
cause of such factors.

~ Had this been the case. rul-
ing redional parties like the
Asom Gana Parishad (AGP)
Rashtriya Janata Dal in Bihar
and Samajwadi Party in UP
should have been part of the Va-
Jpayee-led coalition. But they
are nowhere in the picture. In-
stead, some rump parties joined
the %nvernment This was not
peculiar to the BJP-led govern-
ment. Such has been the pattern

e —————

in Turkish Elections

T s

Bulent Ecevit is uncompromising on the question of secularism,
enormously in the eyes of the Turkish armed forces,

Ataturk's reforms, principally secularism.

something that endears him
who consider them, as the guardians of

to soften' the racist image of
MHP that the new leader Delvet
Bahceli has stated following the
elections, "History has rejected
fascist and racist ideologies. It
is not intelligent to defend ideas
which stand rejected",

The other parties which
have crossed the 10 per cent
barrage are the Virtue Part
(FP) of Recai Kutan, True Pat
Party (DYP] of Tansu Ciller,
Motherland Party [ANAP) of
Mesut Yilmaz. The big loser in
the election is FP, which in the
1995 election had emerged as
the number-one party sig-
nalling significant changes in
the Turkish political scene. FP
has obtained 15.41 per cent
votes and will have 109 mem-
bers, DYP with 12.26 per cent 89
members and ANAP with 13.42
per cent votes 85 members. The
pro-Rurdish party HADEP and
the People's Republican Party
[CHP) founded by the founder of
modern Turkey Mustafa Kemal
Ataturk, have both failed to
cross the 10 per cent barrage
and are, therefore, eliminated
from the Parliament,

It is evident that President
Suleyman Demirel will call
upon Bulent Ecevit to form the
next government of Turkey. The
most likely coalition appears to
be between DSP, MHP and
ANAP. Bulent Ecevit and Mesut
Yilmaz have run a smooth
coalition until the latest elec-
tions. Deviet Bahceli, the new
star on the Turkish political
horizon, will have to be in-

cluded in the coalition. He has
been making friendly noises
since the election results were
announced,

The question that Ecevit
must be weij
if he will be prepared to travel
as far right where MHP is lo-
cated. MIP has been prett
close to the powerful Turkis
armed forces establishment.
They have a record of violent
sireet battles in the seventies

against the Leftists, when
Turkey was ravaged by near
civil war. These incidents
cleared the path for take over by
armed forces in 1980,

Bulent Ecevit has been
Prime Minister in the seventies
as leader of the now defeated
CHP of Ataturk. His own party
is called Left Socialist Party, a
far cry from the ultra-national-
ist of MHP. Bulent Ecevit has
matured into a brilliant
statesman and has freed his
party from ideological battles
and placed it virtually in the
centre of Turkish political spec-
trum.

MHP takes a militant stand

ing in his mind is

The Horizon This Week I
Arshad-uz Zaman
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on Cyprus. Yet it could not
outdo the performance of Ece-
vit. For it was Ecevit as Prime
Minister, who has sent Turkish
troops into Cyprus in 1974. The
result has been the gartjtiuning
of the island. one-third known
as Turkish Republic of Cyprus
owes ils existence to the perma-
nent stationing of 30,000 Turk-
ish troops. For this single act
Ecevit has won the ever lasting

gratitude of the powerful Turk-

i

ish military establishment. Bu-
lent Ecevit is uncompromising
on the question of secularism,
something that endears him
enormously in the eyes of the
Turkish armed forces, who
consider them, as the guardians
of Ataturk's reforms, princi-
pally secularism.

From the time Ecevit was a
journalist in Ankara's daily
Ulus and 1 established friend-
ship with him as Pakistan Em-
bassy Press Attache, I have
watched with admiration his
stature grow and his services to
the state. His latest exploit as
Prime Minister in capturing the
Kurdish fugitive Abdullah

Ocalan, leader of the PKK, in
I{enl{a and bringing him to
Turkey for trial. has only en-
hanced his im
his people. Furthermore, Turk-
ish politicians, who are tainted
to a lesser or greater de with
charges of corruption, Ecevit
stands as a breed apart.

Analysing the performance
of FP, the great victor of the
1995 elections, it is clear that in
the eyes of the Turkish public,
they dragged the state too dan-
gerously on the road to fanati-
cism, Their discredited leader
Necmettin Erbakan as Prime
Minister hobnobbed too closely
with the Islamists. Indeed the
military establishment - was
unable to stomach Erbakan and
brought about his downfall and
banning from politics.

The Turkish voters this time
have clearly signalled that they
are not prepared for moving
right in the Islamic direction,
although by voting in large
number for MHP they have cho-
sen this time for Nationalist
right.

Neither ANAP of Mesut Yil-
maz nor DYP of Tansu Ciller
have been able to improve their
score at the
hand there has been a steady
erosion of those two parties,
whose founders were the late
Turgut Ozal and the current
President Suleyman Demirel.
In the coalition calculation
these two leaders will figure but
as minor players. :

Since the collapse of the So-

ge Pluralistic Thinkin

Pulling down a government is not a crime. But is
rulers with another? Do principles come anywh

the purpose to do so is to replace one set of bad

ere? Some norms in public life are important

because they alone provide sinews to any democratic system.

of coalitions all along. The as-
sertion of regional aspirations
has little to do with coalitions.
What does Om Parkash
Chautala's Indian National Lok
Dal {INDL) in Haryana, which
changed sides one day before
the vote of confidence, reflect
except opportunism? The DMK
revised its attitude towards the
BJP, once shunned as a com-
munal party, because the
AIADMK the DMK's rival int the
state, went to the opposition.
Similarly, most of those who
forged an understanding to
throw out the BJP-led coalition.
were motivated by the same de-
sire: power. Their action was, in
noe way, guided by principles.
Nor is there anything altruistic
about regional forces. They too
want their share in the booty at
the Centre. In fact, the worst

art is the horse-trading. It
appens whenever a coalition
faces a collapse,

Coalitions in India primar-
ily owe their existence to a set of
determined people, who com-
bine to govern for personal and
party ends. The unifying force
is power. It is the pooling of
ambitions. That regional par-
lies are sharing power at the
Centre and helping in the pro-
cess of consensus is not true.
They do not necessarily partic-
ipate in the governance of the
country as the whole. They stay
parochial in their outlook even
when working on the larger
camvas. Populismm is their
method to gather support and
they do it with a vengeance. And
they demand the pound of flesh,
as Mamata Bannerjee of the
Trinamool Congress from West

Bengal and the Telugu Desam
fron Andhra Pradesh did.
There is no reason why a
country with diverse communi-
ties should have a coalition
government. America is a land
of different peu%les. Their two-
party system has given the
country a firm. cohesive, gov-
ernment. Men and women,
coming from different lands, go
through a crucible, which make
them Americans, We lack that.
We have yet to develop the spirit
of Indianness. If the BJP were to

them responsible for the coun-
try's ills. Such attacks are going
lo increase as the days go by.
This is one method to silence
the critics. The Congress tried it
during the emer%fncy. The RSS
has its own methods to attack
people through vilification.
The intellectuals, who keep
their distance from roughnecks,

have very little influence. Yet, if

the society is to make progress
economically. culturally or
otherwise, it Kas to respect their
say. They are ones who come up

m

_BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi -

L

dissociate itself from the RSS
and shed its Hinduw chauvinism.
it could develop into an alterna-
tive. Then India could also have
two political parties, claiming
the loyalty of the electorate.
‘Still, political situations,
however irrational, are not un-
caused, They are themselves the
product of something more fun-
damental. I wish the basis could
be economic forces. But it is not.
Communal, caste and criminal
elements have come together to
enjoy the fruits of power and to
make money. They pounce upon
the intellectuals who expose
their methods, A typical exam-
Ele is the attack by former Bi-
ar chief minister Laloo Prasad
Yadav on budhijivis
(intellectuals) in parliament
during the debate on the vote of
conlidence motion. He held

with new ideas. It is they who
make the nation tick. But Very
few political parties tolerate the
thinking type. Those who are
there have to sing master's tune,
Therefore, discipline in the
party has become important.
Dissent is neither encouraged
nor tolerated. Both Commu-
nists as well as anti-Commu-
nists seem to imagine that a
Frinclple can only be stoutly de-
ended by condemning those
who do not accept it. For both of
them there are no shades, there
is only black and white. This is
the old approach of the bigoted.
It is not the approach of
tolerance, of feeling that
perhaps others might also have
some share of the truth. I can
see the distance developing in
the student community, the
faculty, bureaucrats and. of

M
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Change in Delhi

Sir, India is the largest
democratic country in the
world. It has proved time and
aﬁain that it could withstand
the perils, pitfalls and

rospects of the western par-
iamentary form of democracy.
Could she manage this latest
roller coaster rides in the
change of government with no
absolute majority?

The election Bharatia
Janata Party proved that the
secular India is strong enough
to play with the volatile mix-
ture of fundamentalism of reli-
gion and politics.

Now the recent defeat of the
BJP-led coalition government
on a non-confidence vote has
opened the possibility of a new
and interesting dimension.
Never since the time of driving
the foreign rule oul of India she
faced with the prospect of the
sdme again.

India has taken very suc-
cessful economic and political
measures to use local made
products of every kind and not
depend on the import. But the
fate of India may prove to be
otherwise. At the approach of
the millennium, India might
lead the world in showing hy

example that she is not only
ready to import foreign prod-
ucts and ideas. "India mangay
more”!!

Golam Ahmed Khan
44, Mirpur Rd, S Dhanmondi
Dhaka-1205

‘New rules for BCS

exams

Sir, 1 came across a report in
the DS titled "Discord over fi-
nalising rules for next BCS ex-
ams" on March 22. I want to
thank those who took the
much-needed initiative to re-
form the existing system of BCS

o

examination. The BCS exami-
nation, through which the civil
servants of the country are re-
cruited is of greatl importance
simply because the examina-
tion is meant to pick the right
Persnns upon whose efficiency
argely depends the smooth
running of the country, But the
present system is discrimina-
tory because of the provision
for elective subjects and I won-
der how this faulty system has
been allowed to go on for as
many as 17 years.

However, better late than
NEVEr — a new system eliminat-
ing the provision for elective
subject is going to be introduced
from the 21st BCS examina-
tion. Bul now the two concerned
parties {(PSC and the Secretarial
Committee] have developed a
difference of opinion particu-
larly concerning viva-voce
marks. While the PSC stands
firm to fix 200 marks the secre-
tarial committee sticks to its
stance to reduce it to 100, I
think 200 marks for viva-voce
would encourage corruption.
and leave greater scope for mal-
practice in the recruitment pro-
cess, On the contrary, 100
marks would narrow and
squeeze Lhe scope for adopting
unfair means. Hopefully the
P5C would take this point into
their consideration.

Shamim Ahsan
64/M, R K Mission Rocad
Gopibagh, Dhaka-1203.

Poor prujects |

Sir, Mayor Hanif is always
ingenious to blame differently
on different occasions to hide
his inefficiency and partisan
role in rupning city affairs. In
the past, he was blaming the hi-
erarchy of the BNP government
for non-cooperation and later
he raised a plea of court injunc-
tions for his ifahility to im-

“ple in distress are ca

plement 'hundreds of develop-
ment projects!’

What's the actual position
vis-a-vis the administration
and the DCC mayor, the citizens
would like to know from him.
But I feel it's he who is to be
blamed and held responsible
for his most inefficient han-

‘dling of the Dhaka metropolis

who is by title. unfortunately
called 'the father of the city’,

He was referring to the un-
linished construction of many
Shopping centres, markets etc
and also commented of his law
section — "of unfortunately not
doing enough' when asked of
their inaction, My question is if
there was possibility of injunc-
tion of the like in cases, why at
all he went for such construc-
tions at a heavy cost? He did not
mention of one project i.e. con-
struction of 'over bridges' (for
pedestrians) at many important
or unimportant section of the
city roads, which I am con-
vinced was undertaken only to
feed a section of the contraciors.

A F Rahman

Dhalka

Social workers,
indeed!

Sir, Those who he!P the peo-

led social
workers. We have some social
workers who are found roaming
around the examination cen-
tres while the examination are
held. They help the examinees
in many ways. They induce the
examinees to send the question
papers outside as soon as the
examination starts. When the
question papers are sent out-
side, the so-called social work-.
ers solve the questions and sup-
ply them to the examinees,
Thousands of such suppliers
remain active and wait outside
the examination centre to sup-
ply copy. As a result the good
and studious students cannot
keep pace and become frus-
trated.

These suppliers are the rela-
tives and near and dear ones of
the examinees. They do not take
care of their children through-
out the year but become up and
doing to make their children Eet
higher marks in the

/HSC /Degree examinations
adopting unfair means. -

We need people who are hon-
est and sincere in order to build
up the country. But do these
above mentioned people seem to
serve the purpose? Are they do-
ing good to the children? Are
they doing good to the nation?
Is it only the duty of the gov-
ernment to make the examina-
tion centres free from copying?

Md Abdur Rahim
Assistant Teacher
Comilla Zilla School
Comilla.

Bank as 1defaulters

Sir. We are tired of reading
and hearing about bank loan
defaulters. But we have not
heard much about banks as de-
faulters of the first degree. A
good number of banks raised
share capital a decade back
through initial public offering
of shares amnnﬁ general public,

Unfortunately most of these
banks have failed to give any
dividend during these years be
it in cash or as stock. All these
banks do realise Tk 15 for each
one hundred taka borrowed at
the year end but they cannot
pay one Taka to their share
holders at the end of the year.
Mahbubar Rahman

92 New Eskaton

Dhalka- 1000,

Sickening

Sir, I would like to draw vour
attention to the praclices of the
authorities of Dhaka Zoo. [ re-
cently visited Dhaka Zoo with
my family, Instead of enjoy-
ment, we came back with a sick
feeling.

The zoo authorities were
feeding live chickens to snakes.
We saw in two cages. there were
a pair of snakes in both cages
and there were about fifteen
chickens of about 1 or 2 days
old in each cage. Some chickens
were already dead and some are
moving in agonizing pain. The
horrible scene cannot be de-
scribed in words. [ have seen
many zoos in different coun-
tries but [ have never seen the

- authorities feeding live animal

to other animals.

Amir Ra
33, Gulshan Avenue
Dhaka-1212 :

. country

course, MPs. This will hurt the
in the long run.

If India is to stay a pluralis-
tic society. it cannot but en-
courage pluralistic thinking.
Different points of view have to
be recognised and respected. To
coalesce them without destroy-
ing their individuality or entity
is necessary so that the mosaic
of cultures that India represents
remains intact. Coalition of
such people, who think differ-
ently but work within the larger
frame of India, is the real coali-
tion. It will also bring under-
standing, without which no
cQalition can work,

In a country of our size, one-
party rule does not represent
the democratic ethos of people.

* The Congress suffered because it

became undemocratic in an ef
fort to stay undivided. The re-

e in the eyes of

olls. On the other .

viet Union and the emergence of
Turkic Republics, a profound

change has been taking place in
Turkey. The newly-emerged Re-

publics, after 70 years ol Soviet
domination, are looking for a

place in the sun. Turkey has

taken big strides to come closer
to them. These states, which are
land locked and have contacts

with the outside world, through
Russia, are busily searching al-
ternative routes through
Turkey and Iran. Most of them
are very rich in hydrocarbon
and the Caspian sea is reported

to be another Kuwait.

Turkey has joined a battle
for the pipelines with Russia.
MHP is expected to bring a more
strident voice to the rkish
policy. MHP policy is expected
to be laced with a lot of roman-
ticism for a past Ottoman em-
pire, which stretched through-
Dtl_.lt th:}z1 Arag world, vast areas
ol southern Europe and particu-
larly the E!;all»:anlé“.E

rkish foreign policy has
remained for a very long time
remarkably consistent with a
clear direction. In pursuit of
this policy, Turkey has re-
mained unwavering. For in-
stance one of her goals has been
integration with Europe. In
spite of repeated roadblocks
Turkey is expected to follow
this course. ;

I feel comfortable that the
destiny of this friendly people,
at this juncture, has been placed
in the hands of my friend Bu-
lent Ecevit. He is an admirer of
our Tagore and has close cul-
tural connections with us. His
is a steady hand and I am confi-
dent that he will steer the ship

of state flawlessly.

cent debate on the confidence
vole motion has shown how -
petty and parochial members
can be. Their attention is fo-
cused on power. Very few rise
above party or political consid-

. eration.

It will be a tragﬁd if we leave
matters at that. lﬂng down a
government is not a crime. But
is the purpose to do so is ta re-
place one set of bad rulers with
another? Do principles come
anywhere? Some norms in
public life are important be-

cause they alone provide sinews
to any democratic system, If
different parties could agree to
pass a budget unanimously,
why can't they agree to do some-
thing more basic in the interest
of the nation?

The proposal for a national
government has been discussed
many a time before. Were the
BJP to give up its communal
agenda and some other parties
their caste obsession, India can
have a government supported
by all political parties.

" OPINION

—

Is NATO Stumbling
in Kosovo?

Dr M Zakir Husain

The Kosovo crisis is turning
into an unmitigated humani-
tarian catastrophe. Well into
the fifth week of air campaign,
there is no respite for the
refugees — hounded, harassed,
deprived of dignity and hape.
While the adversaries to the
conflict mount propaganda
war, the chronicle of atrocities
and destruction rells on: the
world community may even be-
come de-sensitised before long.

Indeed, NATO might have
stumbled into a war and mis-
calculation in Kosovo. But that
s no longer the point; having
commitied itself, NATO has

‘now incurred an obligation to

see this crisis through. Other-
wise, history will continue to
hold NATO responsible for pre-
cipitating the worst humanitar-
ian catastrophe of recent times,
But to see it through will require
the Western Alliance to take
risks. So far, NATO has refused
to do so. A new lexicon has been
invented: war withoul risk to
pilots, war without civilian
casualties, war in good weather,
war that demonises the
adversary and eulogises the
Prntagunist‘ But who says this
Kosovo] war is without civilian
casualties? Thousands have re-
portedly perished. countless
women raped, hundreds of
thousands deported. Are these
mere statistics and not human
casualties of this undeclared
war? Still, there is endless and
perverse talk of safe war, safe
only for the few who wish to en-
Joy a swim withoul getting inte
water.

One sympathises with Gen-
eral Wesley Clark; who has been
charged with conduct of a war
without authority to commit
lroops to win that war. Politi-
cians do not have the stomach
for inevitable war casualties
but they want to win. No Gen-
eral commands a war without
being ready for casualties.
There are no safe options in a
war especially in a war that is
raging in numerous villages
and towns in Kosovo. Is it not
strange that NATO is bombing
Belgrade to stop paramilitary
and police in Kosovo to deport
unarmed villagers and urban
dwellers? NATO is meticulous
in protecting the pilots, sparing
civilian lives, yet it is the civil-
ian lives that are being perished
day after day. There is much
gloating over the precision of
smart bombs and other techni-
cal wizardg. And now NATO
troops are doing relief work in
the safety of Albania and Mace-
donia.

The efficacy of these sani-
tised strikes seem to impress
none but the NATO spokesper-
sons in their daily briefing for
the press. It may well entertain
the TV viewers but it does offer

very little to the tortured’

refugees who have made a per-
ilous journey. Somethin
bizarre is going on: NAT
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wishes to subdue Milesevie
which he continues to defy, yet
NATO is afraid to commit
troops where Milosevic remains
unchallenged. NATO Supreme
Commander, time and again,
indicated that this war cannot
conclude without ground
attack.

Whichever way the current
military conflict goes, at the
end of the day, only a political -
solution to the Kosovo crisis
will prevail. That may indeed
be self-rule, autonomy, or inde-
pendence, but each of these

- must be a political agreement,

secured with international
guarantee. For that reason, I
doubt the creation of a separate
international body as a good
idea. ;

The hot spots of festering
ethnic conflicts in the world as
in Kashmir, East Timor, rus
elc., confirm that political solu-
tions is the key: no amount of
military can ensure durable
peace. Therefore, before the cur-
rent Kosovo crisis turns into yet
another festering sore, and
many of the refugees are con-
signed to permanent exile, the
West must make up its mind
and commit itself to bring the
contflict to an early end. It will
not only be cheaper but also re-
deem a moral prerogative. But
by remaining unable, or unwill-
ing, to commit troops, the West
1s not going to solve conflict.

Rambouillet is dead and
gone now; the future peace
agreement may well be more of

a surrender document than a

negotiated agreement. But that
does not mean it has to be an
unjust or unfair peace, for that
will not last either. Even after a
military victory, the only way
to arrive at a historically sig-
nificant reconciliation and just
peace is through relentless and
patient political process with
unwavermﬂg and enduring in-
ternational backing — most
preferably through the United
Nations — which, in spite of the
sceptics, remains the only fo-
rum to adjudicate international
law and order.

By sidelining the UN, how-
ever well meaning the motive
may be, there may be a danger
worse than the present disorder
of local strifes. If there is prece-
dence of enforcement of peace
by armed intervention taken
unilaterally by one or the other
regional bloc, it will usher in an
uneasy global disorder. By con-
doning unilateral use of force
and arbitrary interventions by
the lone superpower or strong

. Tegional organisation against
sovereign states, the world
_could enter into a dangerous

era; a harbinger of a new inter-
national disorder and breed
many more local conflicts that
a unipolar world will have to
gulice not with much success
ut with considerable distrust
of some who also may aspire to -
be regional "superpowers."
e
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