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L]
champions

THE HAGUE, Apr 26 (AFP):
Feyenoord wrapped up their
14th Dutch league title on Sun-
day after a 2-2 home draw with
NAC Breda.

Feyenoord, coached by the
vastly experienced Leo Been-
hﬂk]iﬁl‘ had needed just the one

int to make sure Vitesse Arn-
em, 15 points behind with five
games left, cannot catch them.
And that point came before a
47,500 crowd at the club's Kuip
stadium.

Breda, bottom of the table
and almost certain to be rele-
gated, did their best to spoil the
party as they took a 29th-
minute lead through Siukov.

Feyenoord levelled through
former Newcastle striker Jon
Dahl Tomasson on 35 minutes
and Argentinian Julioc Cruz
made it 2-1 to the hosts five
minutes before the break.

But Georgian Archil Arve-
ladze snatched an equaliser to
dampen Feyenoord's celebra-
tions of their first champi-
onship since 1993.

Vitesse Arnhem gave up the
title ghost when they lost 3-1 at

" Nijmegen.

Italy roster
for Croatia
clash

ROME, Apr 26: Italy coach
Dino Zoff summoned a third
Lazio defender for his squad to
face Croatia in a friendly inter-
national next week and gave AC
Milan midfielder Massimo
Ambrosini his first call-up, re-
ports Reuters.

Zoff named Lazio right back
Paolo Negro on Sunday in his
20-man party for the match in
Zagreb on Wednesday.

Negro. who played three
times for Italy under Arrigo
Sacchi in 1994 and 1995 but has
not figured since, joins team-
mates Alessandro Nesta and
Giuseppe Pancaro in Zoff's list
of defenders.

Ambrosini, in his second
spell at AC Milan after a suc-
cessful season at Vicenza last

ear, has never played for the
Flrat team but has established
himself in the centre of Milan's
midfield alongside Demetrio
Albertini. who is also named.

Italy's attack will be led by
Lazio's Christian Vieri, Filippo
Inzaghi of Juventus and possi-
bly AS Roma forward
Francesco Totti. All three play-
ers found the back of the net in
league matches earlier on
Sunday.

Parma s Enrico Chiesa is
Zoff's other striker.

SQUAD
Goalkeepers: Gianluigi
Buffon (Parma), Francesco

Toldo (Fiorentina)

Defenders: Paolo Maldini
(AC Milan), Paolo Negro (Lazio),
Alessandro Nesta (Lazio),
Giuseppe Pancaro (Lazio),
Christian Panucci (Real
Madrid), Gianluca Pessotto
(Juventus)

Midfielders: Demetrio
Albrertini (AC Milan), Massimo
Ambroasini (AC Milan), Dino
Baggio (Parma), Antonio Conte
(Juventus), Eusebio Di
Francesco (AS Roma), Diego
Fuser (Parma), Giuliano
Gianichedda (Udinese),
Gianluca Zambrotta (Bari)

Forwards: Enrico Chiese
(Parma). Filippo Inzaghi
(Juventus). Francesco Totti (AS
Roma). Christian Vieri (Lazio).

Novotna heads
Hamburg field

HAMBURG, Germany, Apr 26
(AFP): Czech star Jana Novotna

will be hoping she can go the ex-
tra step.and claim the Betty
Barcla Cu title here in Ham-

burg this week after twice fin-
ishing as runner-up

At the first major Euro
clay court tournament o the
season, Novotna heads a field
that is without German stars
Steffi Graf and Anke Huber.

The injury-plagued Graf was
forced to withdraw from Ger-
many's Fed Cup tie against
Japan at the weekend after suf-
fering an inflamed joint in her
right foot, while Huber is ham-
pered bg an inflamed toe.

Shooting star Venus

Williams of America makes her
Hamburg debut as the number
two s when play begins on
Tuesday,

Slaney found

guilty of
doping

PARIS, Apr 26 (AFP): Former
double world champion Mary
Decker Slaney has been found
guilty of doping, the athletics’
world governing body IAAF
said on Monday.

The 40-year-old 1993 world
1500m and 3000m champion
tested positive during the Amer-
ican 1996 trials for an illegally
high lcvel of testosterone-
epitestosterone.

She was banned the follow-
ing year but readmitted by her
national federation later even
though the IAAF referred the
case to their arbitration tri-
bunal.

The IAAF arbitration tri-
bunal said Monday that Slaney
was guilty of a doping offence
on June 17 1996 and that the
American federation's findings
were wrong.

All her results and awards,
the IAAF added, in the two-year

riod which she ought to have

een banned, up to June 16
1998, would be null and void.
The [AAF further said there was
no right of appeal.

IAAF media director Gior
Reineri confirmed on Mon a],r
that Decker Slaney could con-
tinue racing immediately.

"She can continue running.
The only punishment is that
her results in the period she
should have been banned are
now null and void.”
said.

Sport

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS: Jubilant Feyennnrd players are showered with champagne at
the victory podium after securing the Dutch First Division title at Rotterdam on April 25
with a 2-2 draw with NAC Breda.

— AFP photo

SHEFFIELD, Eng-
land, Apr 25
(AFP): Chelsea's 0-
0 draw with She-
ffield Wednesday
on Sunday has
made a serious dent in the Lon-
don side's Premiership title-
winning aspirations.

However for Wednesday it
helped them in their battle to
keep relegation at bay.

Gianluca Vialli's Chelsea
side have now drawn their last
three matches and find them-
selves four points adrift of cur-
rent leaders Arsenal and three
behind second-placed Manch-
ester United.

It's hard to see lhem oing
any higher, while the Il face
a Ehﬂl enge from Leeds fa:-r that
third place which guarantees a
Champions' League action next
season.

The reason being is that the
skilful, fast-flowing football

which had carried Chelsea to
their long, unbeaten run and to

the top of the Premier League
for a brief spell, has simply
evaporated.

There were too many mis-
placed passes., too much hit-
and-hope to suggest the Blues
can seriously overhaul either
Manchester United or Arsenal
down the closing streich.

But despite that, they are still
not out ol the title frame as
their run-in is the easier of the
three, with matches against Ev-
erton, Spurs arid Derby poten-
tial three-point bankers,

But then Vialli's side were
also expected to beat Middles-
brough. Leicester and Wednes-
day as well, but have ended up
with a total of just three points.

The six dropped would have
seen them climb the summit
again, but it's clearly become
advantage Arsenal and United.

Vialli's body language was

Celsea s challenge falters

also a clear pointer of hlE £row-
ing frustration, the [talian be-
comingly 1nfre&smgdy ani-
mated during the second-half.

The dismissive gesticula-
tions of referee Steve Dunn's
decisions which went against
him and his side became more
and more flamboyant as the
game wore orl,

But this was a match for the
purist as both sides, in particu-
lar Wednesday, defended solidly
as Chelsea's attacks floundered
on the rocks which were Emer
son and Des Walker.

Although having taken just
five points from the last 27,
their future in the Premiership
for next season looks almost
guaranteed.

The Owls are now eight
points clear of Southampton
and Charlton, with both the
Saints and the Addicks having
just three games left with which
lo save themselves.

Ginola, Anelka fellow

LONDON, Apr 26
(AFP): TDHE:H—
ham's French
winger David Gi-
nola has Sunday
been voted Player

of the Year by his fellow profes-
sionals in the Enghsh Premier-
ship.

Ginola just beat Manchester
United's Champions' Cup hero
Dwight Yorke and his World
Cup winning compatriot Em-
manuel Petit for the coveted

NICOLAS ANELKA

PFA Player of the Year title.

Another Frenchman, Nico-
las Anelka of Arsenal, was
named the Young Player of the
Year award ahead of last year's
winner Michael Owen and Aus-
tralian international Harry
Kewell of Leeds.

Ginola's flambeyant wing
play has dazzled the Premier-
ship since  George Graham
moved to White Hart Lane last
year.

The former Newcastle star
has lit up a rejuvenated Spurs
team who have claimed the
Worthington Cup, lare in
next season's U p and
reached the semi ﬂnals uf the
FA Cup.

He received his accolade at
the 26th annual awards dinner
at the Grosvenor House Hotel,
in London Sunday night.

Yorke, many people's
favourite for the prize after
plundering 27 goals as Manch-
ester United ned for an un-

recedented treble, had to settle
or second place.

The Tobagan star has taken

the 12 million pounds switch
from Aston Villa to Old Traf-
ford in his stride and blossomed
under Alex Ferguson's guidance.
Arsenal's Petit has been
{Jlaguﬂd by disciplinary prob-
ems this season. He picked up
three red cards during the Gun-

~s.ners' defence of their Premier-

ship title but has proved as in-
fluential &s ever when he has
been available to Arsene
Wenger.

His midfield partnership
with Partick Vieira has become

Honours split in
Munich derby

MUNICH, Apr 26 (AFP): A
late goal from a corner kick by
1860 Munich’'s Marco Kurz gave
the Lions an unexpected 1-1
draw against city rivals Bayern

Munich Sunday.
Bayern now have 65 points

while second placed Bayer Lev-

erkusen, who beat ViB Stuttgart
0-1 Friday evening, have crept
closer with 57.

1860 Munich have been wait-
ing 22 years to beat Bayern -
their last win was in November
1977 when they came away 3-1
winners - and almost chalked
up another defeat Sunday.

Having lost their previous
five matches 1860 were on the

recipice once more when
R!arkus Babbel scored on 75
minutes.

Thomas Strunz's cross was
headed by Thomas Helmer and
blocked by 1860's keeper
Michael Hoffmann. The ball
bounced off Hoffmann's chest
though and a lurking Babbel
buried it.

That goal brought some life
to an otherwise flat game.

It forced the Lions' coach
Werner Lorant to switch his
side around, bringing on two
fresh men in the form of Bernd
Hobsch and Abderrahim Ouak-
ili who are known for their at-
tacking qualities.

Their presence and a fresh
sense of desperation by 1860
saw far more action in the final
15 minutes than in the previous
75.

Bayern's Carsten Jancker be-
gan to look dangerous and a
likely candidate to score a sec-
ond goal for Bayern but instead
it was 1860's Marco Kurz who
headed his side’'s 89th minute
corner kick past keeper Oliver
Kahn for a 1-1 draw.

Professmnals choice

a formidable force for the High-
bury club and the duo were
named in the divisional team
voted by their fﬂ]lnw[playﬁrs.

Young Player of the Year
Anelka, also named in the
Premiership team, stopped
Owen, the only Englishman in-
volved in the big awards, de-
fending his crown.

The three Arsenal men are
joined in the Premiership team
‘]h five Manchester United

stars. Yorke, David Beckham,

DAVID GINOLA

Denis Irwin, Gary Neville and
Jaap Stam.

PFA Player of the Year: David
Ginola (Tottenham)
Runner-up: Dwight Yorke (Man
Utd)
Third:
(Arsenal)
Also short-listed: David Beck-
ham. Dennis Bergkamp, Roy
Keane.

Young Player of the Year:
Nicolas Anelka (Arsenal)
Runner-up: Miichael
(Liverpool)

Third: Harry Kewell (Leeds)
Also short-listed: Lee Bowyer
Lee Hendrie, Alan Smith.

Premiership dream team

1 Nigel Martyn (Leeds), 2
Gary Neville (Man Utd), 3 Denis
Irwin (Man Utd), 4 Patrick
Vieira (Arsenal), 5 Sol Camp-
bell (Tottenham), 6 Jaap Stam
(Man Utd), 7 David Beckham
(Man Utd). 8 Dwight Yorke (Man
Utd), 9 Nicolas Anelka

Emmanuel Petit

Owen

(Arsenal), 10 Emmanuel Petit
(Arsenal), 11 David Ginola
(Tottenham).

MONTE CARLO, Apr 26
(AFP): Brazil's Gustavo Kuerten
won the first all-South Ameri-
can final in the history of the
Monte Carlo Open on Sunday.,
lifting the trophy 6-4, 2-1 when
Chilean opponent Marcelo Rios
retired with a thigh injury.

The victory gave the 1996
French Open winner his fourth
career crown and his first since
Mallorca last autumn. All of
his wins have come on clay.

"This is the first time that
the Brazilian flag has been
flown here since [Formula 1
driver) Ayrton Senna (won the
Monaco Grand Prix)," said
“Guga."” on his way to becoming
a sporting idol in Brazil as
Senna was before him.

"This is a very emotional
moment for me,” added Kuerten.

Rios, who won the title here
in 1997, said that he first feit
his thigh problem in a late:
semi-final wm Saturday over
Frenchman Jerome Golmard.

"The last thing 1 wanted to do
was not finish this match.”
the ninth seed, who only re-
cently overcame four months of
back problems which kept him
from starting his season until
last month.

"But [ just could not go on,”
Rios said after a scheduled best-
of-five sets final ended after
less than on hour on court at a
site overlooking the Mediter-
ranearn.

"I'm sorry it had to end this
way. I really wanted to play it
out, there was just no way."

Kuerten collected a cheque
for 361,000 dollars and goes
into next week's BMW Open in
Munich riding high as third

"I'm sorry this match could
not go all the way."” said the
Brazilian. "I really wanted to
win this title the right way."

Fed Cup
Germans
overpower
Japan

HAMBURG, Germany, Apr 26
(AFP): Germany joined the
world's elite with a 3-2 victo
over Japan in the Fed Cup world
group Il first round fixture here
on Sunday.

Hm'nd!capf)ed by the absence
of injured players Stefli Graf.
Anke Huber and Marlene Wein-

artner, the Germans neverthe-
ess secured victory on Sunday
from being one match all on
Saturday.

World number 13 Elena Wag-
ner took her match against
number 84 Miho Saeki of Japan
7-6 (10/8), 6-3 after losing Sat-
urday's match to world number
139 Shinobu Asagoe 7-6 (8/6), 6-
1.

Japan's Ai Sugiyama, world
ranked number 24, withdrew
Saturday morning ifrom her
country's scheduled singles
match with Wagner anad was re-
placed by 22-year-old Asagoe.

However, the German viclory
was assured by Andrea Glass,
65th in the world, who in win-
ning 6-4, 6-3 subjected Asagoe
to the same fate she subjected
Miko Saeki to on Saturday.

Meanwhile, Japan secured a
second win on Sunday when
doubles pair Shinobu Asagoe
and Saori Obata beat Germnany's
Jana Kandarr and Andrea Glass
in three scts 3-6. 7-5. 6-4.

Rennes stay
in hunt for
Champions'
League spot

PARIS, Apr 26 (AFP): Lyon's
bid to secure a place in next sea-
son's Champions' League suf-
fered a blow Sunday when the
team best placed to deprive
them of that place Rennes in-
flicted a 2-1 home defeat on the
team immediately above them
in the table.

The result put fourth-placed
Rennes within three points of
Lyon with four games remain-
ing for each side although Lyon
have scored more goals and
conceded less than their Brit-
tany rivals.

With Marseille and Bordeaux
virtually assured of places in
Europe’s top club competition,
the third ticket would seem to
be a two-way battle between
Lyon and Rennes.

A win for Lyon would have
all but ended the hopes of
Rennes, who currently are qual-
ified for the UEFA Cup.

oal from Cedric Bardon
(33) and a penalty from Shabani
Nonda (71) gave the visitors a 2-
0 lead and Christophe Cocard's
injury time consolation for
Lyon came too late.

Meanwhile, Paris St Ger-
main more or less ensured their
first division status by beating
fellow strugglers Le Havre 3-0 at
the Parc des Princes.
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Barcelona's Brazllzan superstar Rwaldn ILC) iuukmg for a way thmugh a number uf ﬂt]emcn
Madrid defenders during their Spanish Primera Liga clash at Madrid on April 25.

MADRID, Apr 26
(AFP): Spanish
champions-elect
Barcelona could
only draw 1-1 at
Atletico Madrid
but remain nine points clear at
the top of the Spanish champi-
onship on Sunday.

Barcelona, on 63 points, are
ahead of Celta Vign, Real Mal-
lorca and Deportive La Coruna
who all have 54,

Fifth-placed Real Madrid
lost their t:hant:e lo move into
second 553 in the champi-
onship following their 1-1 draw
at bottom club Salamanca,

Madrid have 53, 10 points
behind Bairca. and Val=ncia are

sixth., 11 points behind the
Catalonians.
Alletico’'s Juan Carlos

Valeron scored first for the
UEFA Cup semi-finalists 10
minutes after the break before

Barcelona defender Abelardo
equalized in the 63rd minute.
Real, who did not have a
single shot on target during the
first haif, opened the scering in
the 47th minute through Raul,
who tops the goalscoring list
with 22, ahead of Barcelona's
Brazilian Rivaldo who has 19.

But Real's lead only lasted
four minutes when Sergio
Corino equalized.

Meaunwhile, Mallorca capped
a fabulous week, which saw
them through to the European
Cup Winners Cup final after
beating England's Chelsea on
Thursday.

E:agim who scored the win-
ning goal in the semi-final, sec-
ond leg, hit a first half hat-trick
as they went on to beat Athletic
Bilbao 6-1. Ariel Ibagaza,
Marcelino and Daniel Dani hit
the other goals.

"Mallorca are on a real high
following their victory over

— AFP phut{}

Atletico hold Barcelona

Chelsea,” Athletic Bilbao coach
Luis Fernandez said after the
game.

On Saturday night, Celta
Vigo and Valencia drew 2-2, the
best possible result for
Barcelona.

Vigo were denied the win by
just seconds when Francisco
Farinos notched a last-gasp
equalizer for Valencia.

Croatian international
striker Goran Vlaovic put Va-
lencia ahead in the 11th minute
but Vigo fought back to level six
minutes before the break
through Juan Sanchez.

And the visitors looked to
have secured a fine win when
Russia's Valery Karpin fired
them in [front four minutes into
injury-time.

Deportive La Coruna contin-
ued their impressive season
with a 3-0 victory over Real Val-
ladolid.
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Bangladesh Football Federatmn generai secretar}r Harun ur-Rashld MP (X) poses w:th footballers of Dhaka and Rajshahi

Sonali Atit Clubs prior to their exhibition match at the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.

—Star photo

Lazm owe Vieri one

MILAN. Apr 26
(AFP): Christian
Vieri kept Lazio at
the top of Italian
iootball on Sun-
d daywitha price
less winner against Sampdoria,
but AC Milan stayed on their
tail with a 2-0 win at Vicenza.

Lazio, who had lost both
their previous matches, were
struggling to make headway be-
fore Vieri headed home a cross
from Portuguese winger Sergio
Conceicao on the hour for a 1-0
Wirl,

Both sides finished an Argen-
tinian short, with Lazio mid-
lielder Matias Almeyda being
sent off in the 66th minute and
Sampdoria ]nsm%l playmaker
Ariel Ortega just three minutes
later.

Lazio stay one point clear at
the top, but Milan kept the pres-
sure on the league leaders with
their convincing win at Vi-
cenza, who like Sampdoria are
fighting to avoid relegation.

erman centre-forward
Oliver Bierhoff nodded home
Milan's first in the 39th minute
and Brazilian substitute
Leonardo, who came on for in-
jured Croatian Zvonimir
Boban, made it 2-0 in the 71st
minute.

With four matches left (o
play, the Serie A is clearly des-
tined for a pulsating finale to
the season.

Juventus, crushed by their
European Cup disappointment
against Manchester United.
bounced back to beat third-
placed Fiorentina 2-1 - and
snuff out the Florence club's
last faint hopes of winning the
league,

Filippo Inzaghi, who scored
two quick goals against Alex
Ferguson's men last Wednesday,
bagged another in the 24th
minute, heading home a cross
from the right by France's

World Cup captain Didier De-

schamps

Fmrentma looked to have
secured a draw when Helgian
international [Luis Oliveira
equalised 1n the 85th minuie,
but captain Antonio Conte
notched Juventus' winner just
two minutes later,

AS Roma moved to within
one point of Parma's tourth
place by beating them 1-0 at the
Olympic stadium.

Skipper Francesco Totti
cracked home the late winner,
giving Roma fresh hope they
can rob Parma of their place in
the next Champions League be-
fore the season comes to an end.

Brazilian striker Marcio
Amoroso, meanwhile, outshone
his more famous compatriot
Ronaldo with two goals in a 3-1
victory here over Inter Milan.

Amoroso slotted home an
il1th minute penalty after a
hand-ball by Nigerian defender
Taribo West, and Inter managed
only one shot on goal in the
opening 45 minutes - a free-
kick from Roberto Baggio.

Whistled off by the home
fans at half-time, the barrack-
ing seemed to do some good to
the team managed by stand-in
coach Luciane Castellini, with
Chilean Ivan Zamorano equal-
ising in the 53rd minute.

But Amoroso broke away to’

score again in the 64th minuic
and then teed up Paolo Poggi to
score Udinese's third to put the
result beyond doubt.

The match was watched by
Marcello Lippi.
first appearance at San Siro
since bmn% announced as In-
ter's coach for next season.

Bologna's controversial
UEFA Cup semi-final exit,
which combined a dubious
penalt} and an all-out punch

p in the players' tunnel, left its
mark on tﬂe team on Sunday as
they crashed to a 4-0 away de-
feat to Salernitana.

Hat-trick hero Marco Di Vaio

making his

i

did all the damage for the home
sidle.

Elsewhere, Frrugra drew 2-2
with Cagliari.

Perugia took a lead through
Giovanni Tedesco and Cagliar-
i's Roberto Muzzi rmissed a
penalty before iteam-mate
Patrick Mboma o Camercon,
who bagged a hat-trick last
monih. levelled on the half-
hour.

Perugia had midfielder Re-
naig Olive sent off soon after-
wards, bul Gianluca Petrachi
was still ""}]t‘. to make it 2-1 be-
fore Cagliari's Uruguayan ace
Fabian O'Neill notched a inte
equaliser.

Venezia won 1-0 at Piacenza
after taking a fifth minute lead
through Filippo Maniero, but
his side also benefitted from
Simone Inzaghi, the younger

_brother of Juventus' Filippo,

missing a penalty for Piacenza
with the last kick of the first
half.

South African Phil Masinga
set Bari on their way toa 2-0
victory over Empoli, who are
now mathematically certain of
relegation to the Serie B.

Romania to
/ miss star
service

BUCHAREST, Apr 26
(Reuters/ Internet): Injuries
have sidelined three foreign-
based players before Romania's
friendly this week against Bel-
gium, EDHC‘h Victor Piturca said
on Monday.

Piturca said Chelsea de—
fender Dan Petrescu, midfielder
Gheorghe Popescu of
Galatasaray and Valencia
striker Adrian Ilie were hurt in
club matches and will miss the
frieruiy on Wednesday.
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