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BIDS study says

Irregularities mar prospects of
shrimp production farms

About 36 per cent of shrimp
production farms in Bangla-
desh is not operating due to
various reasons, says a recent
study of BIDS, reports UNB.

Inadequate export orders,
diversion of credit to other sec-
tors, blacklisting by the im-
porters for exporting shoddy
Eruducts. unplanned and hap-

azard growth of the industry
are among
pointed out.

The study, titled "Technolog-
ical Capabi{ity in the Shrimp
Processing Sector i n
Bangladesh” was jointly con-
ducted by Kazi Ali Toufique, Re-
search Fellow, Bangladesh In-
stitute of Development Studies
and Abu Hena Reza Hasan, As-
sistant Professor of the De-
partment of Management of
Dhaka University.

Some of the shrimp process-
ing plants started production
with bank loan but could not
survive, because either they
could not sell their product of
failed to buy fish. Many inno-
cent, semi-illiterate people in-
vested in this sector, but they
met the same fate due to lack of
experience, skill, untrustwor-
thy partners or purchasing offi-
Cers,

It is alleged that Bangladeshi
exporters of shrimp receive
lower price due to bad reputa-
tion for supplying products of
dubious quality, prompting the
European Union to impose a
ban on shrimp imports from
Bangladesh. The ban, coupled
with subsequent fall of price in
international market has led to
poor performance in shrimp
export from Bangladesh in the
fiscal 1997-98.

Bangladesh exporters, how-
ever, have overcome the situa-
tion to some extent leading to
EU to be convinced enough to
withdraw their ban, and price
in international market has

the reasons. it

showed a slight rise.

The survey pinpointed that
fraud was involved in grading,
weighing and so on. Supplying
products of highest quality is
costly because of high supervi-
sion and monitoring expenses.

Often exporters are undone
when the scale-man or the pur-
chase department does the
cheating. As a result, importers
blacklisted some shrimp-pro-
cessing plants. These black-
listed companies are involved
in the business again now hav-
ing changed their names, regis-
tration numbers and product
brands, the survey revealed.

Tons of shrimps are also
purchased in the local purchase
department and the same type
of problem exists there as well,
There are serious problems dur-
ing buying from sellers of raw
shrimp in the process of
weighing and grading.

There is ample scope for
mal-reporting by the pur-
chasers appointed by the ex-
porters as they can report of

higher grade by purchasing the
lower grade causing losses to
the exporters.

This dishonesty is eventu-
ally passed on to the processing
and packing stages where the
large fish is placed on top and
small ones at the bottom to ap-
parently maintain the required
number of shrimps. Often the
required number of shrimps is
not maintained at all.

The study also says that
Bangladesh exports about four
per cent of the global exports of
shrimps. Production of shrimp
per hectare is slightly higher
than that of Vietnam — the low-
est exporter of shrimp. It is 33
per cent lower than the global
average and it is about four per
cent of the global best per-
former — China. Thus the gap
between productivity of

Bangladesh shrimp production
farms and the global average
and the global best exporters is
too large,

The produectivity of the
shrimp lirms can be substan-
tially improved by moving
from traditional to semi-in-
tensive and finally intensive
production of shrimps. This is
generally agreed by the produc-
ers and exporters of shrimps in
Bangladesh.

Haroon Habib
takes over as
SS Chief Editor

Haroon Habib, a wvaliant
[reedom fighter and Special
Correspondent of Bangladesh
Sangbad Sangstha (BSS). yes-
tercdiay took over the charge of
the Managing Director and
Chief Editor of the National
News Agency, reports BSS.

Habib, who is currently the
Chief Correspondent of BSS,
was appointed the Managing
Director and Chief Editor of the
News Agency in addition to his
present position, a governmnent
notification said,

He replaces Hussain-Uz-Za-
man Chowdhury.

A senior journalist and lit-
terateur, whose most creative
works are on the country's glo-
rious war ol liberation, Haroon
Habib was among those Free-
dom Fighters who joined the
profession in 1972. He was also
the War Correspondent of the
Sector Eleven of the War of Lib-
eration in 1971. Habib did his
Masters in Journalism from
the University of Dhaka.

A well-known litterateur
and columnist Habib has also
been working as Bangladesh
Correspondent of the presti-
gious Indian English daily, The
Hindu, and German Radio and
Television Deutsche Welle.

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
the attack on JCD pro
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ught out a procession in the city yesterday protesting
cession at Bangla Motor area on Sunday.
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New laws to
speed up
Investigations

demanded

By Staff Correspondent

A total of 117 university
teachers, political leaders and
cultural activists in a joint
statement yesterday demanded
enacting laws [or quick investi-
gation and speedy trial of cases
relating to sexual abuse.

Demanding immediate im-
plementation of the proposed
Women and Children Repres-
sion Act, the statement also
urged the government to ensure
workers' rights of being united
and enacting rules against sex-
ual repression at the work
places and educational institu-
tions.

Death anniversary

The fifteenth death anniver-
sarff of Khan Sahib A F Md Nu-
rullah, former MPA and par-
liamentary secretary will be
observed at his village home at
Kuliarchar under Kishoreganj
district today, says a press re-
lease.

Milad mahfil, discussion
meeting and munajat will also
be held on the occasion.

Probe body to investigate

BUET students' agitation

A six-member academic
probe body constituted by
Bangladesh University of Engi-
neering and Technology (BUET)
will investigate the untoward
student agitation that occurred
in the campus last night, BUET
officials told BSS tonight, re-
ports BSS.

The decision came following
dan emergency meeting in the
Vice-Chancellor's office yester-
day. Professor Noor Uddin
Ahmed, VC of BUET, chaired
the meeting attended. amon
others, by Deans, Departmenta
heads and senior faculty mem-
bers.

Meanwhile, a release issued
by the Public Relations De-
partment of BUET said agitat-
ing students damaged campus
properties worth some lakhs of
Taka between 10-30 pm and
11.30 pm last (Sunday) night.

The release said the unruly
and violent students also dam-
aged the car of Professor Dr

M Abdul Kader of Chemical
Engineering Department while
he was returning home with
members of his family.

"Wife of Dr Kader received
injuries from broken glass," the
BUET release said adding "The

| Council Building. Department

of Civil Enginecring, Architec-
ture Faculty Building EME
Bhaban, library, central cafete-
ria and other buildings were
damaged y the agitating stu-
dents.”

Referring to the cause behind
the agitation, BUET sources
told the agency, "A senior fac-
ulty member of Civil Engineer-
ing Department awarded aca-
demic punishment to a second
year sludent when he unlaw-
fully appeared on behalf of his
course mate to help her in the
class test."

The BUET PR release,
pointing to the incident, said.
"The class teacher informed the
university authorities of the
incident when the said student
unlawfully submitted his paper
using the name of his course
mate."

Reviewing the incident,
BUET authorities took aca-
demic disciplinary action
against the student. the release
said.

"BUET suspended the student
from academic activities for
two years but considering a
prayer from the concerned stu-
dent the punishment was re-
duced to one year," the release
said.

A traffic police makes a special effort
school going children in his ar

Saptaha is going on.

(not quite commonly seen), as he takes up two young
ms and helps them cross a busy road yesterday. Traffic Sheba
—Star photo

RMC classes
resume

tomorrow

RAJSHAHI, Apr 26: Classes
al Rajshahi Medical College
(RMC) will resume on Wednes-
day, reports APB.

Dormitories ol the college
will be re-opened for students
totnorrow, authorities said in a
press release yeslerday.

The decision to re-open the
college was taken at a meeting
of its Academic Council on
April 22. The meeting was
chaired by Principal of the col-
lege Prof Shafiur Rahman.

The college was closed sine
die following a clash between
activists ol Awami League
hacked Chhatra League and
BNP backed Jatiyatabadi Chha-
tra Dal.

10 vehicles
damaged in
Tejgaon

By Staff Correspondent

Al least ten motor vehicles
were damaged during a clash
between transport workers and
& group ol students near the
Shat Rastar More under Tej-
gaon thana in the city on Sun-
day, according to witnesses.

Tejgaon police said the inci-
dent took place when the stu-
dents of a number of nearby ed-

ucational institutions began
painting the head lights of mo-
tor vehicles approaching the
area black at around 11 am.

The students had an alterca-
tion with some transport work-
ers of the Tejgaon truck stand.
Both the groups locked in a
chase after each other and
hurled brickbats. At one stage
the feuding parties damaged the
motor vehicles., witnesses and
locals said.

Yesterday was the first day
of a week-long 'Traffic Aware-
ness Campaign'. When con-
tacted last night an official of
police said, "It was not a part of
Our campaign, it was an iso-
lated incident.”

Tejgaon police, however, de-
nied that any motor vehicle was
damaged in the incident. No
case was lodged and no one was
arrested in this connection till
last night.

JCD calls for
strike 1n all
edn 1nstitutions

Thursday

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JED) has called a day-long
strike in all the educational in-
stitutions across the country on
Thursday protesting Sunday's
attack on a JCD procession
which left at least 15 of their ac-
livists injured.

JCD will also stage demon-
strations and bring out protest
rallies in educational institu-
tions tomorrow to protest the
attack which followed after
their procession towards Prime
Minister's office was stopped by
police at Bangla Motor crossing
Sunday noon,

JCD leaders announced the
programmes at a rally at the
Muktangan near Paltan cross-
Ing veslerday evening. Address-
ing the rally, leaders blasted the
government for unleashing ter-
ror and repression on opposi-
tion forces. They also asked the
government to immediately
step down for its failure to
handle law and order situation
for frequent loadshedding and
price hike of essentials.

Among others, JCD presi-
dent Habib-un-Nabi Sohel, gen-
eral secretary Nasiruddin
Ahmed Pintu and student af-
fairs secretary of the opposition
BNFP Amanullah Aman MP ad-
dressed the rally.

Following the rally, JCD
also brought out a procession
irom the Muktangan which
ended at BNP's central office in
Naya Paltan. A huge contingent
of riot police were seen covering
the procession but no untowar
incident was reported.

The pro-BNP JCD procession
came under attack while
marching towards the Prime
Minister's office on Sunday to
lay a siege there to press home
their 12-point demands which
include reduction of tuition
fees, elimination of terrorism
from campuses and punish-
ment of persons responsible for
the rapes at Jahangirnagar
University.

The attack was reportedly
led by a ruling party backed
Jubo League leader Liagat Hos-
sairn.

Prize giving
ceremony of
NSU held

The certificate giving cere-
mony of English for General

- Purposes (EGP) of North South
"University was held recently,

says a press release,

Prolessor Hafiz G A Siddiqi,
NSU Pro-Vice Chancellor, said
at the ceremony that learning
English language is essential to
pursue higher education today,
He said it is opens up a whole
new world of knowledge as En-
glish is the cornmon medium of
expression in the world.

Professor Khaliquzzaman,
Chair. NSU English Depart-
ment also spoke on occasion.
Professor Siddiqi gave away
certificates to 17 participants
who successfully completed the
COUTSE.

Death anniversary

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 26: The
26th death anniversary of Mo-
hammad Sabder Ali, founder
Managing Director of Hotel
Agrabad, will be observed to-
Morrow,

In this connection milad
mahfil and fateha will be held
for the salvation of his departed
snué. a press release issued here
said.
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Trucks line up in a double row on the road in Chankhar Pool area of the city
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Discussion meetin
Khuieani and milad mahfil will be

%: Discussion meeting, quran-

1eld to mark the 37th death an-

niversary of Sher-e-Bangla A K Fazlul Huq. Organisers Bangladesh
Jatiya Bektitta Gobeshana Kendra jointly with Sher-e-Bangla

Jatiya Smriti Sangsad. Chiel Guest: Abdus Samad Azad, Minister

for Foreign Alfairs. Venue: Sher-e-Bangla Mazar premises. Time:

85.00 am.

Press conference: International Jute Council (IJC) will
hold a press conference to brief about the outcome of the 27th ses-
sion ol IJC. Venue: Hotel Sonargaon. Time: 12,00 noon.

Film show: Three films by Stanley Kubrick will be screened
on the concluding day of the retrospective on Stanley Kubrick. Or-
ganisers: Zahir Raihan Film Society in collaboration with Goethe-

Institut, Dhaka. Venue: Goethe Institut, Dhanmondi R/A. Time:

2001: A Space Odyssey — 3.00 pm, Full Metal Jacket — 5.15 pm and

A Clockwork Orange: 7.15 pm.

Meeting: A meeting of the Dhaka University registered grad-

uates natl organisation Gonotantrik Oikkyo Parisa

will be held.

Venue: TSC cafeteria on DU campus. Time; 4.00 pm.
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From page 1

"We don't want power. But
Bangladesh, that we achieved,
has to be run at the desire of
freedom fighters.” Siddiqui
said,

~ He announced the structure
of the organisation that he said
would not be an alternative to
Muktijoddha Sangsad, which
did nothing for freedom fight-
ers. It will be formed after his
crass-country tour over the next
three months.

"If you want, it'll be. It's not
designed to confirm my minis-
terial job. Had 1 wanted to be a
minister. [ could be during
Khaleda and Ershad regimes.
And it's a matter of a couple of
days to be a minister in Hasi-
na's cabinet," he said.

Said Kader Siddiqui: "I can
assure you that I'll never be a
minister ol Sheikh Hasina...l
want that every freedom fighter
should be a minister. | want out
of 330 MPs, 280 should be from
among the freedom fighters.”

If the majority MPs in par-
liament were freedom fighters,
the situation could not be like
present times, "But I'm to sit in
parliament with the people who
became ministers after the
killing of Bangabandhu.," the
ruling party lawmaker said.

He was also critical about
not holding the trial of killers
of Bangabandhu in special tri-
bunal.

"Justice delayed, justice de-
nied — will it not be iikﬂ this? If
Awami League doesn't remain
in power when the formalities
in High Court, Supreme Court
will go on for the execution of
the verdict, won't the killers
come out ol the jail like Golam
Azam?"

He said the killers have been
tried. "Why not the plotters?”

Kader Siddiqui, said;
'‘Bangabandhu is my founder,
I'm an Awami Leaguer. But
there are many limitations in
my party."

Declaring that he would try
to remove the limitations, the
valiant warrior further said he
doesn't want to be a lackey of
ruling Awami League or main
opposition BNP as well as of the
Jatiya Party.

'l never left Awami League
for a single day. But my ex-
change of Eid greetings with Be-
gum Khaleda Zia was highly
criticised,” he regretted. "But
they held meeting with war
criminal Golam Azam for
power."

About the mock trial of Go-
lam Azam in a "people’'s court”
on March 26, 1992, Kader Sid-
diqui questioned the honesty of
its organisers. "People didn't
want to hear the verdict that
Golam Azam's crime deserve
death penalty."

"l was at 29, Minto Road that
day. I saw the activities there as
well as the fear of Jahanara
Imam and Hasan Imam. Many
had promised to bring lakhs of
people, but they failed and or-
dinary people joined it."

He said: "In fact, the trial
was a conspiracy to provide cit-
izenship to Golam
Azam...citizenship was not the
vital question for the people.
They accused Golam Azam of
killing, atrocities and repres-
sion on women in 1971."

"The verdict of the people's
court was not exe-::utecF during
the BNP regime. But why not
now?"

In this regard, Siddiqui
mentioned the execution of four
war criminals by his own
hands on December 18, 1971 at
Paltan in Dhaka. "For this, |
was the first man against whom
an warrant was issued in inde-
pendent Bangladesh."

He also blamed the leaders of

Kader Siddiqui hints

the Liberation War for misguid-
ing the freedom fighters. "It's to
your credit that you made all of
us freedom fighters. But the re-
sponsibility also goes to you
wlien some are misguided.”

The "Bir Utlam" criticised
the decision of the post-Libera-
tion War government for
awarding the highest title of
"Bir Shreshtha” only to army
and EPR personnel. "One of
them even couldn't come to the
country." he said.

Rader Siddiqui termed the
killings of Bangabandhu, Ziaur
Rahman, Col Taher, Brig
Khaled Mosharraf and General
Manzur as part of a deep-rooted
conspiracy to liquidate the

-freedom fighters. "It was like

picking a thorn with another
thorn.”

"Now the party of Ziaur
Rahman always tries to tarnish
the image of Bangabandhu
while the Bangabandhu's party
do the same in case of Zia...thus
the pro-liberation forces are
destroying themselves while
the anu-liberation larces are
getting united.”

Aboul the proclamation of
independence. the valiant free-
dom. fighter said it was done
initially by Abdul Hannan. "But
the announcement was later
made by Zia as a section didn't
like to give the credit to Han-
nan."

He also bitterly criticised his
Awami League and the BNP as
well as their key leaders for en-
gaging in 'silly’ debates. "Coun-
try's three crore voters are un-
dermined when Awami League
terms BNP as vote thief and the
BNP calls Awami League the
same.”

Elaborating the distress sit-
uation of freedom lighters and
spirit of the Liberation War,
Siddiqui said: "Economist
magazine recently mentioned
our independence war as a war
between Hindus and Muslims.
But none protested this."

If this situation continues,
he said, after 5 to 10 years the
freedom fighters will be called
miscreants and there will be
none to proiest.

The wvaliant warrior con-
demned the activities of Mukti-
{nddha Sangsad and its present
eaders who he said, have no
quality to run such a presti-
gious organisation. "The man
who called Khaleda mother and
Ershad father is now its chair-
man."”

"Such weak leadership is
very dangerous for an organi-
sation," he said. "Weak leader-
ship is also dangerous for the
country. Female leadership
comes when male leadership is
weakened,” he said without
naming Sheikh Hasina and
Khaleda Zia.

About the current drive of
Muktijoddha Sangsad to make
list of freedom fighters, he said
it's a farce. "The freedom fight-
ers are certified by Banga-
bandhu and General Osmany.
No more certificate or list is
needed even if some of those
certified by Bangabandhu and
Osmany are fake."

Some 20 freedom fighters
from across the country took
part in the discussion. They in-
cluded Abdul Aziz Bir Protik,
Ishtiaque Aziz Ulfat, Sadek
Ahmed Khan, Akhter Newaz
Khan Babul, Jamaluddin
Ahmed, [lias Mia and Abdul
Jalal Bir Uttam.

Indian sarees
seized

A Customs surveillance
leam seized a truck loaded with
Indian sarees worth about Tk
27 lakh from the city's Baldha
Garden areas Sunday night, re-
ports UNB.

BCS (Special) exam results

The candidates bearing the following

been selected (provisionally) in

1998. says a press release.
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JP (Mizan-Manju)
announce names of

presidium members

By Special Correspondent

The Jatiya Party (Mizan-
Manju) has announced the
names of members of the Pre-
sidium, Vice-chairman, Secre-
tariat and Central Committee
at the end of its council meeting
on April 23 and 24 which con-
tains the names of 14 JP MPs
out of 33 MPs belonging to the
undivided party.

Mizanur Rahman Choud-
hury and Anwar Hossain
Manju, Communications Min-
ister were elected as Chairman
and Secretary General of the

Confce on migrant

workers begins
By DU Correspondent

A two-day long conference
on "Temporary Migrant Work-
ers of Bangladesh: Towards De-
veloping a National Plan of Ac-
tion” bega.: yesterday at the
CIRDAP auditorium in the city.

The programme was jointly
organised by the Refugee and
Migratory Movements Research
Unit (RMMRU) and Bangladesh
National Women Lawyers' As-
sociation (BNWLA) in co-opera-
tion with American Centre for
International Labour Solidar-
ity (Solidarity Centre) and In-
ternational Organisation for
Migration (IOM).

rof A K Azad Chowdhury,

party. The Presidium consists
of Sardar Amzad Hossain,
Sheikh Shahidul Islam, Tajul
Islam Choudhury, MP, Advo-
cate Fazle Rabbi, MP, Begum
Zinat Hossain, MP, Saeed
Tareque, Sharfuddin Ahmed
Jhantu, MP, Advocate AKM
Shamsul Huda, Begum Kam-
runnahar Zafar. Abdur Rahim,
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto, MP, Shah
Rafiqul Bari Choudhury,
Asadul Huq Khasru and Abdul
Bari Warsi. Vice-chairman in-
cludes Ahsan Ahmed, MP, and
Nur Mohammad MP. Besides
the Working Committee mem-
bers include Begum Tasmima
Hossain, MP, Golam Hossain,
MP, Shahadat Hossain, MP,
Zainal Abedin, MP, Lutfar
Rahman, MP, Mostafizur Rah-
man, MP. Another MP Goma
Faruq Ovi has been made the
International Affairs Secre-
tary, according to a press re-
lease.

Death condoled

The President and members
of the Association of Former
Foreign Service Officers of
Bangladesh express profound
sorrow at the sad and untimely
demise of former foreign secre-
tary Nazrul Islam, says a press

L release.

Vice Chancellor of the Dhaka
University, presided the inau-
pgural session, while Abul Ahsan
Chowdhury MP, State Minister
for Foreign Affairs addre

the programme as the cinef
puest.

William Conclin and Greg
Schulze of the Solidarity Centre
presented the welcome speech
and Dr Tasneem Siddigqui, Ad-
vocate Fawzia Karim and David
Whittlesey delivered speech on
the conference theme,

Several papers were pre-
sented at the working session of
the programme which included
‘Effective Use of Remittance of
Migrant Workers' by Dr QK
Ahmed, 'Protection and Welfare
of the Bangladesh Migrant
Workers in Malaysia' by Irene
Fernandez, 'Factors Contribut-
ing to Vulnerability of Migrant
Workers in the Gulf Region' by
Dr Nasra Shah, 'Women Mi-
grant Workers: The Bangladesh
Situation. A Few Case Studies'
by Advocate Zebunnesa Rah-
man and Fawzia Karim Firoze
and 'Welfare Programmes in Sri
Lanka "for the Families of
Women Migrant Workers and
Incentives lor Registering with
Overseas Missions' by Dr Rita
Afsar.



