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From Paris with a
b

Mixed Bag
HE messages from the Development Forum
meeting in Paris read loud and clear. Setting
aside the subtleties of interpretation we can say
that the bare bone of facts is what needs to be
focused on especially because of the highly probing
inter-face that took place this time around.
Finance Minister SAMS Kibria's observations on
the outcome of the BDF meeting at a press

conference on Saturday give us enough material to
make our own reading of the results by delineating

the tangible from the intangible.

Bangladesh put her requirement at 2.04 billion
US dollar, towards which "the World Bank alone
committed one billion dollar according to Finance
Minister Kibria. As for the total requirement this
was termed as 'realistic' with assurance given to
‘continue the flow of development assistance as
usual.' In this rather nebulous vein, Kibria adds,
‘the donors even assured more aid than our re-
quirement provided we increase the rate of utilisa-
tion." This is a big 'if we have had to contend with
since opening our account as a recipient of foreign
aid. One had expected the finance minister to prof-
fer his valuable suggestions on how best we could
tide over this highly hypothetical situation even
allowing for the fact that the huge pipeline bulge
dates back to earlier times. But the crucial ques-
tion is: what has this government done or proposes
to do to work off the bulge by means of an acceler-
ated pace of utilisation of development assistance.
Pledges and commitments from the development
partners have never been in short supply nor these
ever will be; in fact, these can come in galore. For,
what matters in the ultimate analysis is our utili-
sation or absorption rates. If their disbursement is
hamstrung by stiff conditions and procedures then
we must use all our persuasive powers to have them
ease up. At the same time, let's gear up efforts to
perfect our implementation machinery so as to
roll the ball into their court.

It is good governance all around that can impact
positively on implementation of development pro-
jects as well on the reform programmes.

By sharing our development partners' concerns
about 18 priority areas, including deteriorating
law and order, role of the police, chaos in the fi-
nancial sector and addressing them head-on, the
government will not only help itself but also serve
the cause of development in a robust manner. It is
no use giving a false impression that everything is
going well.

Campus Violated Again

HAKA University has once again hogged the
Dheadlines for the wrong reason. This time

around a student I_pajt:l the price for raising his
voice against acts of terrorism. His inclination
towards righteousness led to bloody consequences.
He was stabbed, once in his room at the Surya Sen
Hall and then when he was being taken to the
hospital, and is now fighting for his life at the
Dhaka Medical College Hospital. Silver-lining

around an otherwise gruesome incident was im-
mediate and definitive action — temporary expul-
sion of the seven involved in the brutal act — by the
university authorities. Also, spontaneous as-
semblage of general students demanding pun-
Ishment for the perpetrators suggests that they
have risen to their responsibilities towards curb-
ing terrorism on the campus. However, it is a pity
that another brutal violation of individual rights
had to engineer such an awakening.

Terrorism on the campus has become emblem-
atic of the country's oldest and most prestigious
educational institution over the years. While there
has been an endless sequence of violent violation
of student rights, authorities have proved ineffec-
tual, if not indifferent. Probe committees and their
reports have failed to bring about any change. On
the other hand, instead u?cn-uperating in the ef-
forts towards a violence-free campus, the country’'s
political leaders have, directly or indirectly, en-
couraged terrorism. Prime Minster's public utter-
ance that terrorists have no party has proved to be
nothing but mere rhetoric. Leader of the Opposi-
tion has not helped, either, purportedly inducting
musclemen into the central committee of her stu-
dent wing. As a result, tone and tenor of things on
the campus have remained largely partisan.

‘The fast aggravating situation certainly calls for
assertion of power from the university authorities.
Mere academic ranking of the university will not
mean anything until and unless peaceful envi-
ronment is ensured on the campus. Saturday's
episode suggests that they have finally realised
that. We affirm our support to the vice-chancellor
and his administration, and solicit the govern-
ment to lend its support to the crusade against vio-
lence and terrorism.

Remove the Barriers Now

IF one wishes to describe the inefficiencies of the
1 Dhaka City Corporation one may continue well

into the next millennium without boring one's
listeners or readers. Volumes have been written
about the mismanagement, inefficiency and
callousness with which the DCC goes about its
daily chores of keeping the city clean and
habitable but the photograph and the report
published on the front page of this newspaper
yesterday depicted sorry plight of one particular
spot at the busy Elephant Road — Hatirpool
intersection. There are many more such places in
the city which hardly get any attention from the
DCC. The high point of the story is the existence of
an unauthorised roadside slaughter house used by
the meatshops around the Central Road entrance
much to the chagrin of the road users and
inhabitants. Uncleared garbage that piles up for
days together, wastes and muddy water from the
Kutcha Bazar on the Sonargaon Road, heaps of
construction material, pavements forcibly
occupied by shopkeepers and shanties constructed
on the culvert have all added to the miseries of
road users, pedestrians and vehicle OwTers.

This paper wrote about it a few years back with the

result that the slau hter-house was te
shut down. But e ey

the problems have now taken
enormous proportions and require bolder and
faster steps by the DCC to clean up the mess around
Hatirpool area. It will not be a difficult job if the
people concerned are serious and the inspector
does not show up at noon or the cops on foot-patrol
liu not charge their illegal fee.

]

N a recent session of Awami
ILeague Central " Working

Committee (ALCWC) the
ruling party stalwarts vowed to
curb crime and violence in the
country. The party supremo as
well as the prime minister who
presided over the meeting asked
her minister concerned to 'go to
any extent' for the purpose. This
is not the first time that the
government leaders wished to
straighten country's law and
order situation. Even during the
tenures of the past governments
the leaders were equally con-
cerned about the country's de-
clining internal order and took
steps in their way to arrest the
trend. The results were zero. Yet
in the context of a rising wave
of erimes and violences in the
country, the ALCWC's resolves
come as a relief sparking a
flicker of hope in the mind of
an exasperated public.

The ALCWC did not elabo-
rate how it would go about tack-
ling the gigantic problem. Per-
haps it would ask its govern-
ment to beef up the law enforc-
ing agencies, introduce more
effective crime control devices
and gadgets, improve intelli-
gence collection procedures and
train special squads for spe-
cialised tasks. It may also enact
special legislation to deal with
certain categories of offence.
The party ruling the country
has many options to try [rom
the state-endowed powers. Its
leaders would also go about ex-
hurtin% the docile people to
abide by the rules of law and
pour down plentiful of mealy
mouthed sermons about the
virtues of a stable social order.

These are however some of
the stratagems the previous
ﬁuvernments also adopted and

ad been the present govern-
ments' recipe for law and order
for last three years. They could
have worked for a while but
soon backfired bringing to
questions the government's
authority to impose their writs.
The public did not seem pre-
pared to accept in silence the

- Spectre of Instability Haunts India

of the world, has been

plagued by instability of
governance for years now. The
governments are lprnving short-
lived, sparking off prospects of
midterm elections too early and
too frequently. Until Sunday
noon — more than a week after
the fall of the Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee government — political
parties, vying to form an alter-
native government, were still
grappling to muster requisite
support in Lok Sabha. There are
two options: a minority gov-
ernment led by the Congress,
the second largest party in the
lower house of parliament, with
support from other parties
which helped topple the Vaj-
payee-administration; or a gov-
ernment by the "third front”
with Congress support. Al-
though there is no lormal entity
of the "third front" on the In-
dian political map, the term is
generally used to refer to parties
which maintain distance from
two major parties BJP and the
Congress but are otherwise
closer to the latter since they
are avowedly secular.

Immediately after the Vaj-
payee government had lost the
motion of confidence, four op-
tions surfaced as far as forma-
tion of an alternative govern-
ment is concerned: first, the
Congress forming a government
with "third front" support since
it considerably lacks-requisite

INDIA. the largest democracy

F any other country in the
Iwnr]d had the type of coast

that Pakistan as, h::-n%
strelches ol virgin beaches with
vast emply spaces, of
hinterland, it would have been
commercially cxploited to the
limit by now. But Pakistani
planners being what they are,
more akin to a mule with
blinders, their focus has been
more or less along the Indus
Valley, with only lip-service
attention to other areas.
Whereas in the early days of the
country it made sense, for a
country with one seaport serv-
ing a population of 130 million
(not counting the hundreds of
millions in countries beyond) it
1s imperative to have alterna-
tives. Furthermore domestic
population congestion and eco-
nomic factors because of the
emerging markets of Central
Asia require that a new sea-
land dimension along a differ-
ent axis be added for expansion
or otherwise all facilities and
opRortunities are likely to be
clogged and choked up.

If we take a hird's eye view of
Pakistan's coast from Karachi
westwards, we have in succes-
sionn at least three possible
ports capable of processing
ocean-going vessels with min-
imum of effort. Very rightly the
Pakistan Navy is already build-
ing up Ormara as a major naval
base to shift emphasis away
from the single bottleneck at

If the Wishes were Horses!

Is it possible to root out crimes while breeding crimes through other means? It is not the matter of

Just wishing away an evil. On the other hand
moral commitment and an extraordi

it is a matter that calls for a total commitment, a
nary effort involving overwhelming risks.

double standards ol law and its
application and the resultant
discrimination. They tended
also to question myriad di-
chotomies in the political con-
ducts of the leaders, the gov-
ernment's failure in dispensing
justice and its inability to re-
dress genuine grievances of the
people. And as a result there is
an ever-growing defiance of the
authority.

In spite of the lofty wishes,
noble exhortations and osten-
sibly serious efforts little is
achieved. As the time passed the
crimes assumed much more
ugly shape and violence a
frightful diabolical form. Mur-
der, rape, terrorism and extor-
tion are today the way of life,
The graft is the culture of the
sociely and mendacity the
norm ol the politics. The path
of the leasl resistance is what
the coward intelligentsia wants
to tread. What still remains in
store is difficult even to com-
prehend. But why has the situa-
tion come to this pass? A time
for introspection and an hour
of reckoning arrived long since.
But we preferred to be in a state
of amnesia while trying to wish
away the evils with perfunctory
patchwork for a total problem.
This piecemeal effort never
worked and the problem of law
and order has now snowballed
into a crisis.

Today, as before, it will re-
quire an extraordinary effort to
curb the crimes and violence.
Some basic questions including
why, after all, crimes have so
pervasively spread in our soci-
ety will have to be addressed in
real earnest. One has to go to the
roots of the problem. as well as
its moral dimension. It is, of
course, always an insider's
privilege to be in the full
knowledge of the intricacies of
the problem. But how can one
overlook some of the funda-

mentals so blatantly ignored in
the maintenance of our law and
order? First is the credential of
the leaders and the officials en-
trusted with the task. The
leader, whichever political
arty he may be from cannot
ace a criminal if his own hand
Is stained with blood. The supe-
rior officials whose records are
fraught with an enormous
sleaze cannot expect his subor-
dinates to be above the board.
Neither the criminals hiding in
the ranks of the political par-
ties nor the officials thrivin
Ol crimes are in anyway equa
to the task. Because both lack
moral authority required for it.
Any drive against crimes would

done why not this can be done?
If so and so got it why not I also
can get it? These are the kind of
questions frequently faced by
Lhe law enforcing agencies and
Lheir ?aliLica! masters. And in-
evitably more exceptions are
done.

Perhaps the most important
issues to be addressed in this
connection are all those factors
which are directly or indirectly
responsible for breedin
crimes. What are those factors®
The divergent views are likel
to come from the people of dif-
ferent background. but the most
widely identified factors are
poverty. unemployment, moral
degradation, the influence of

presuppose drive against these
elements in our society. When
the authority is bereft of a
moral content in it, it is bound
to bounce back. The syndrome
of it is already all too familiar
in the public taking law in their
own hand, the mob dispensing
summary justice to the sus-
pected offender and a blanket
flouting of the governmment or-
der. At the core of the problem
of the country’'s crime situation

is the absence of that moral

authority,

But for the declining law and
order situation no less respon-
sible is the compromise made
in the matter of rules and prin-
ciples. It is so frequently done
in our society as a matter of po-
litical expediency that it has al-
ready set dangerous precedence
with regard to the maintenance
of law and order. If that could be

\more sweeping

satellite TV network and cor-
ruption. Among them none has
impact on
crimes than corruption which
in itself breed all other crimes.
Today's known crimes like
murder, terrorism, dacoity, hi-
{)acl-:in and extortion are all
yproducts of corruption which
has some link or other with all
prevailing crimes of the society.
We want to curb crimes but
have done precious little to curb
corruption. What a hypocrisy!
The long arm of law could sel-
dom reach the corruption in
high places in our country. It is
arn irony that none of Ershad
regime and succeeding BNP goy-
ernment could be taken to task
in spite of so much of outery
against corruption of many
stalwarts of those regimes. Er-
shad's prosecution had been
more of political vengeance and

certainly did not come as some
one's genuine desire to award
the corrupt dictator an exem-
[:alau‘g,,r punishment. Even ear-
ier, both after the political
changes of 1975 and 1982 mili-
tary takeover, the corruption of
the politicians did not stand in
the way of their rehabilitation
with the new regimes. A former
minister ol Ershad regime who
was convicted of corruption in
absentia could return home
with impunity after his jaunts
abroad under mysterious ar-
rangements. Others evaded
prosecution just by switching
over to and taking shelter under
the umbrella of ruling party. It
gave an impression that corrup-
tions, however serious they
were could always be condoned
with the right type of connec-
tion and manipulation. It not
only encouraged our high-ups,
either in politics or bureau-
cracy, to have the best of both
the worlds but also develop a
graft culture that dominate the
society till date.

The same culture, with im-
l:mnit}r+ filters down to each
ayer of our society enveloping
all branches of our administra-
tion and horizontally spreads
to engulf the secretariat, gov-
ernment departments, the po-
lice, the customs, the taxation
offices, the PDB, the
Pourashavas, the WASA, T&T,
the gas office, the HBFC and, of
late, even the education institu-
tions. The premises of each one
of them are infested with the
agentls who would lead one up te
the concerned desk. Not only
the helpless people are held at
ransom ]_:-,%; the hydra-headed
monster of corruption the gov-
ernmernt also has been, as a re-
sult, failing to assert its au-
thority.

It is a vicious circle. In the
name of the services the sanc-
timonious officials of the gov-

Lack of command by a single party or group is breeding instability with possibility of snap polls in
near future looming large. Instability often weakens democratic institutions. It is expected that
Indian politicians will spare no efforts to strengthen the edifice of democracy.

majority in Lok Sabha, second,
the "third front”, which do not
have too many seats, coming up
with a new government since
Lhe Congress may not be able to
garner the support of all the
non-Congress secular parties,
third, the BJP-led coalition
once again coming back to the
ruling stage in the event both
two options fails; and last,
midterm elections.

Now, chance of the BJP-led
coalition, which remains at the
helm as the caretaker adminis-

tration, has virtually. disap-.

eared, although for three or
our days after its fall such a
possibility had been considered
as a viable option. Defence min-
ister George Fernandes and the
BJP general secretary
Venkativa Naidu went to the ex-
tent of saying that the coalition
was coming back Lo power since
neither the Congress nor the
non-Congress "third front" were
being able to submit to the pres-

ident a list of 272 members that

would enable them the right to
govern despile the fact that
these parties together success-
fully voted to force the coalition
out of power. President K. R.

Narayanan and constitutional

experts appear to be ol 1he view
that the government, 1liat has

just been forced to quit power
even though by one vote, should
not be called back to form a new
government al this stage with-
out giving enough scope and
time to others. As such, the BJP
and its allies are no longer de-
manding that they be again
called to form government and
they are now preparing for
midterm polls. It is because
they lost the confidence motion

The Congress has run into
troubled water since not all the
non-Congress secular purties
endorse their bid for an alter-
native government. Mulayam
Singh Yadav of the Samajwadi
Party with 20 members is cer-
tainly opposed to the idea of a
Congress-led government, and
two small parties, the RSP and

the Forward Bloc in the ruling
left front in the West Bengal
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by 270-269 votes in a situation
that does not put the opponents
under the floodlight of stability
either. In a condition like this
of precarious majority, it is
possible that contending sides
can always win over few mem-
bers through lures and other
means. Now BJP and its allies
have reconciled with the fact
that the nation 1s likely to have
a governmentl by their oppo-
nents or go for fresh polls. They

~are favouring the second op-

tion,

with six members, are also in

opposition. The Congress needs

support of all the opposition
parties in its quest and a single
vote here is crucial. Obviously,
reservations by these parties
made its attempt an impossible
task and left its leader Sonia
Gandhi, who was expected to be
the new prime minister, in de-
spair. Efforts were on to win
support of these three parties
but the prospect locked bleak.
These parties want a govern-
ment formed by the “"third

front” to which they belong
with outside support from the
Congress. But Congress is not
favourably disposed to this
proposal since it had supported
such "third front” government
twice in the past — led by H. D.
Deve Gowda and then by I. K.

Guijral. ‘
On the other hand, Jayvaram
Jayalalitha, leader of the

AIADMK whose withdrawal of
support led to the fall of the
Vajpayee government. is also
opposed to the idea of a
Congress government, Jay-
alalitha, who with only I8
members in the house has
emerged a key power-broker in
the political scene, favours West
Bengal Chief Minister and vet-
eran communist leader Jyoti
Basu as the best choice under
the circumstances, She says she
is not unwilling to support a
Congress government but a
"third front” administration
with Basu as the prime minister
of the country is preferred.
Jayalalitha says so evidently
because in such a government
parties like hers are likely to
share power. Basu's chances of
becoming the prime minister
came once before after the fall
of the Deve Gowda government
but his CPM party opposed the

- Pakistan's "Gold Coast"

Unless we take bold steps to

open up Pakistan's coast for economic exploitation in a planned man-

ner, we will be strangled by the over-population as well as slow down of job creation. The PM was

once reputed to be a man of vision,
: disposal to make the

let him support Raja Nadir Pervaiz with all the means at his
vast ocean front into Pakistan's "Gold Coast"

Karachi. While retaining Or-
mara for purely military use,
whalt is required now is ‘u sus-
lained eflort at both Pasni and
Gwadar, with focus on the latter
for carving out Pakistan's eco-
nomic destiny in the 21st cen-
tury.

Once oil was discovered in
quantity in the Gulf, it was only
a matter of lime before some
major commercial cenires with
port facilities came up, both in-
side and outside the Gulf. At
that time Pakistan lost a golden
ﬂi.)pc:rtunit}r for visionary
pPlanning. As il is, Pakistani
sKilled and unskilled labour
gave their blood and sweat to
build up, alongwith a host of
other Middle-Eastern cities.

the two non-uvil centres of Dubai /

and Bahrain in the Gulf. wi
Dubai as the ptife free ﬁﬁ%
the Gull. Because ol inter-State
problems, Iraq with Iran and
Kuwait, the Gulf states with
Iran, Saudi Arabia with Iran
ete, the Gulf can becorne a closed
lake because of a very low
lashpoint at the very hint of
trouble, the Iran-Iraq war and
the Gulf War taking place in the
last two decades. As such, while
In peacetime the ports are

comiercially very viable, in

‘times of stress they become very

vulnerable. Also, il Central
Asia is to be commercially
served , except for the Iranian
ones, most of the ports are on
the wrong side of the Gulf. For
three major reasons, therefore,
a port on the Pakistani coast on
the Asian mainland in the

vicinity of both the Gulf States
Iran becomes a viable

ancl

having naturally sheltered port
conditions on (wo sides. The
Belgian Government had ex-
tended both a grant and aid that
resulted in a fairly useful Fish
Harbour constructed to internia-
lionial standards in the last 80s
and early 90s.

I Gwadar had been devel-
oped as a major port at about
the same time as Dubai. Dubai
would never have had the com-
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proposition, viz (1] being out-
side the potential war zone, (2)

Jand access to the whole of Asia

and (3] easy sea access to the
Gulf ports making it an ideal
transit station. t%f particular
interest would be to have super-
tankers offtake oil from oil
staging points served b

smaller vessels [rom the Gulf,
Gwadar is the most preferable,
being the better for the reasons
alerementioned as well as

mercial success it presently en-
Joys. Gwadar has many natural
advantages that the Gulf lacks.
For trade and commerce,
Gwadar is a natural access port
lo Asia. It requires a road lat-
crally to connect to the Iranian
port of Chahbahar and thus the
Iranian road network, it re-
quires a road conneclion upto
the RCD highway to give it ac-
cess to not only whole of Cen-
tral Asia but also South Western

Don't undermine

the women

Sir, 1 would like to thank
you for publishing articles on
domestic workers. We need to
change our attitude towards the

.working and toiling class of our

society, just like the society
needs to weed out the hidden
discriminations and feudal ig-
norant disrespectful disposi-
tion towards women.

In the article "Life and Liv-
ing of Domestic Workers" the
author Sharif Atiqur Rahman
articulates, 'Today we celebrate
women's day, children's day etc.
These days are celebrated to
give importance and to create
awareness about these vulner-
able groups of people. Why not

there should be a "Domestic
Workers' Day"?' Is it only me or
is there really something not-
so-right about this statement?
His aim is noble, to make peo-
ple aware of the plight of a sec-
tion our society. But why did he
have to use women as an exam-
ple. Is it because like so many
other men in our country who
still utters meyemanush and
meye chele, he feels women are
the worst form of life breathing
on this planet. Or maybe he just
didn't take time to understand
how abdusrd and offending his
comparison was. First woman-
hood is not a profession, and
then secondly why didn't he

compare the proposed day to
Labour Say. That would bé&in

the same catagory.

I almost never wrole this let-
ter, I thought maybe he didn't
mean to disrespect. The sar-
casm didn't escape me hy any
mean. But then I realized that's
another form of disrespect not
understanding how your words
can offend half the population
of you family, coutry and the
world, That's a too unmindful
of a person. We just cannot let
this to happen again and again.
Womens Day is a day when we
emphasize the need to help our
women, however in that same
day we celebrate what we have
achieved, how far we have
come, and we realize how hard
our foremothers had to work.

We vow to march forward
and simply we dodn't have
much time to correct the igno-

rant male chauvenists but take
a hint, we'll nol accept it any-
more. We are not flattered

nowadays by your insults and .

leases, in case you haven't no-
ticed times have changed.

And it's time our male arro-
gance disappeared and our lan-
guage towards women at least
straightened out.

. - We are crying for human
rights, we are concerned for
civil rights, but have we looked
inside our houses where the
most awesome form of viola-
tion of human rights is taking
place? We proclaim ourselves as
a civilised nation. Let us act ac-
cordingly. |

Sharmin Shahriar
Nebraska, USA

China. particularly Sinkiang
Province, Because ol the
Karakoram Highwav. it would

be more economically feasible
for China to have land access to
Kashgar etc through Gwadar.
Similarly Kyrgystan, Uzbe-
kistan, Kazakhastan,
Tajikistan and Turkmenistan
can best be served from Gwadar.
Obviously Gwadar presently
has major hurdles to overcome.
among them electricity and
potable water. Partly this can
be immediately supplied by
having a barge-mounted power-
cum-desalination plant, partly
by having a major utility power
base planned. with potable wa-
ter being piped [rom notl more
than 18-20 kms away [rom a
vasl river cache formation. The
Navy has already got a well-es-
tablished base of sorts for many
years, the Pakistan Coast
Guards have a battalion. To
give adequate sense of protec-
tion, the Pakistan Army could
have a composite Brigade Group
in a permanent location at
Gwadar. As much as America’s
west was opened up by the US
Seventh Cavalry establishing
forts in succession, the Pak-
istan Armed Forces can play a
very salutary role here. Every-
one knows how defence town-
ships naturally become the hub
of ancillary comumercial activ-
ity.

It is believed that the Min-
iIstry of Communications has
been working on a comprehen-
sive plan to establish a two-
lane coastal road. It has pre-
pared a detailed study of each
Furtiml of the road from Lyart
West Karachi) upto Gwadar and
beyonid. The only objection one
has is why should we not be
bold in our planning and opt for
a four-lane [or even a six-lane)
coastal highway from day one?
In fact let's go better than that,
why not establish a Pakistan
Coastal Authority which will be
charged with viz (1) developing
the coastal highway in collabo-
ration with the National High-
way Authority and (2) the com-
mercial development of the
three seaports of Ormara, Pasni

emment and staff of the myriad
other departments and au-
tonomous bodies waylay the
innocent members of the public
who are inevitabl] trapped in
their dragnet to be fleeced of
their last penny. The defiant
and nonconformists will be
worn out to a point where they
will find no other alternative
but to give in. Everywhere —
whether it is in PDB,
Pourashava or nationalised
banks — the services are gener-
ously offered but at some extra
price. The railwaymen, the na-
tional airline officials or T&T
stafl are eager to offer services

tagged with their service
charges. We grease the police-

man's hand, keep our fingers
crossed belore a tiny clerk of a
revenue office and worry over
the size of his demand or make
a shady deal with telephone or

electricity linesman just to get
our dues.

But how does one afford this
additional cost unless his in-
come, whaiever may be its
source, is Frupnrtinnate] in-
creased? It he is employed
somewhere the problem is
taken care of; because he also
then sells his services at certain
price. Both way it is a zero sum
game, Problems however arise
if the man is not on the payroll
of an employer. In fact the most
other people fall in this cate-
gory where one has to make
good his losses through myriad
other means. Precisely these
means are mugging, hijacking,
extortion and so on — the excel-
lent enterprises without in-
vestments! That's what sets in
motion a vicious circle of
criimes which draw in everyone
in its whirlpool.

Is it possible to root out
crimes while breeding crimes
through other means? It is not
the matter of just wishin away
an evil. On the other hand it is'a
matter that calls for a total
commitment. a moral com-
mitment and an extraordinary

effort involving overwhelming
risks.

idea. He had called the decision
of his party in this regard a
"historic mistake” but this time
the CPM may approve if the sit-
uation arises. With his impec-
cable clean record coupled with
vast experience of adminisira-
tion in West Bengal, Basu would
be a welcome choice for many.
However, it remains to be seen :
il the Congress accepts the idea
because in such an event it will
once again support a govern-
ment without sharing power
which most of its lawmakers do
not like. Both options — either
Congress or the “third front”
forming govt — appears viable
as none of them want snap polls
al this stage. Fears of snap polls
may drive them to be satisfied
with a ;{,nwamment which will
be secular but may not be of
théir own choice.

This situation notwith-
standing, the country still may
have to go for fresh polls if the
politicians of the Congress and
the "third front” fail to rise to
the occasions. Problems within
the non-Congress secular forces
are also creating obstacles to
unanimity. Lack of command
by a single party or group is
breeding instability with pos-
sibility of snap polls in near fu-
ture looming large. Instability
often weakens democratic in-
stitutions. It is expected that
Indian politicians will spare no
efforts to strengthen the edifice
of democracy.

and Gwadar with major empha-
s5i5 on Gwadar? In the present
Federal Minister of Communi-
cations we have a very dynamic
and upright person. Raja Nadir
Pervaiz is 1o ordinary human

being. he is one of Pakistan's
ﬁ{:nuinc heroes and has worked

is way up in politics the hard
way. This straightforward
former soldier is known to be a
man with drive and initiative,
the PM has entrusted the right
man lor the right job. One feels
that since the PM himself is a
builder by instinct. he well re-
alises the economic potential of
sound communications. he
should pul the utmost priority
in developing the prime piece of
real estate that stretches for 500
to 600 kms of virgin territory
along the warm waters of the
Indian Ocean. He should get out
of the bureaucratic straitjacket
that is strangling his initiative
and vision. the two qualities
that went towards re-energizing
a dormant PML. One can only
visualise the great cities that
can come up along the highways
as mini-ports serving the com-
merce and industry as well as
tourism. There can be vast
stretches of inland fish and
shrimp farms, coconut and date
cultivations, even fruit under
controlled conditions, ete. Vi-
sionary planning coupled with
eflective implementation is re-
quired, the number of jobs that
will be created for the next 30-
40 years is by itself staggering.
Pakistan will become the hub of
economic activity.

We have reached a virtual
stale of stagnation in commerce
and industry, the result is we
now have surplus electricity.
We can spout lip-service
rhetoric till kingdom come, at
best our economic planners are
hoping for miracles. Unless we
take bold steps to open up Pak-
istan's coast for economic ex-
ploitation in a planned man-
ner, we will be strangled by the
over-population as well as slow
down of job creation. The PM
was once reputed to be a man of
vision, let him support Raja
Nadir Pervaiz with all the
means at his disposal to make
the vast ocean front into Pak-
istan's "Gold Coast". Pakistan's
econoimnic destiny lies along
this seashore, do we have the
vision and the courage to meet
up with this challenge?



