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A tale of City's Maxis and Taxis |

.. Lately some hopes were
raised in the minds of the city
commuters that the transport
sector might witness provision
of a little better service and
comfort with the introduction
of a new kind of human haulers
known as Maxis and also me-
tered taxi cabs.

The Maxis started plying the
city streets in mid-1997. Ini-
tially, the so-called Maxis were
welcomed by city commuters as
they offered the promise of a
comfortable journey without
the suffocating pressure of pas-
sengers in city buses, though at
a higher fare.

Bul now, when the Maxis are
operating on eight routes con-
necting some major points in
the city, such promise of com-
fortable journey is actually far
from being fulfilled.

Now reportedly 209 Maxis
operate on the network of ten
routes. In place of the erstwhile
expectation of comfortable
journey in less crowded envi-
ronment, one may witness ran-
dom overcrowding of such vehi-
cles without paying heed to the
requirement under the rules not
to carry more than 10 passen-
gers including the driver.

This blatant violation of
rule with impunity goes to such
an extent that most Maxis are
now said to carry 14 passengers
excluding driver and his assis-
tant. The resultant congestion
within the wvehicle makes a
mockery of the once promised
comfortable cruise. The com-
muters are made to pay the
same enhanced rates of fare.
miuch to the frustiration of trav-
elling passengers. _

The profiteering motive of
the owners of the Maxis has led
them to such over-use of their
vehicles that within a span of
two and a half years, such ve-
hicles already wear a
ramshackle look. Previously
the Maxis used to operate at
specific intervals with specific
stops enroute,

Such regulation has been
thrown to the winds with the
Maxi helpers pushing in as
many passengers as possible in
the interior without issuing any

Khaleda condemns
attack on Abdul
Wahab MP

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia has condemned
"Awami terrorists' attack" on
party MP Abdul Wahab at a gov-
ernment function in his con-
stituency and demanded exem-
plary punishment of the at-
lackers,

In a statemnent yesterday, the
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament said terrorists be-
longing to the ruling Awami
League attacked Abdul Wahab
at the inaugural function of a
police camp at Hat Fazilpur un-
der Shailkupa thana in
Jhenidah in presence of the
home minister and high police
officials.

Begum Zia said the BNP MP
attended the function on invita-
tion from the home minister
but was assaulted in his pres-
ence, "The incident is not only
condemnable but also unfortu-
nate. It also proved the serious
deterioration of law and order
in the country.”

This attack clearly showed
that who were resorting to ter-
rorism and who were patronis-
ing theni, she added.

Papers, other
materials

gutted at KPM

RANGAMATI, Apr 23: A dev-
astating fire at Karnafuli Paper
Mill (KPM) at Chandraghona in
the hill district gutted papers
and other materials worth
about Tk 7 lakh Thursday
night, reports UNB,

Sources said, the fire origi-
nated from electric short circuit
and engulfed the 'Rupantar sec-
tion of the mill at 11:15.

The workers of the indus-
trial unit. police and firefight-
€rs in a joint operation brought
Lhe blaze under control after an

our.

By A S M Nurunnabi

ticket for the fare, as was previ-
ous practice. For women com-
muters, it is impossible to move
in such congested situation
with the men.

Some observers raise the
question why the traffic police
are indifferent in enforcing the
regulation regarding the stipu-
lated carrying ca’pacity of the
Maxis. A strictly followed time-
table with efforts to make the
Maxis present a better look
with proper maintenance and
re-painting may go a long way

in ensuring a little better trans-
port facility for the city
dwellers,

The introduction of metred
taxi cabs in the city since the
middle of last year was simi-
larly looked upon with great op-
timism by the city dwellers.
They were already harried by
the operation of metre-less au-
torickshaws with their two-
stroke engines causing a great
measure of air pollution and
their drivers demanding such
fares as their sweet will dic-
tated.

The metred taxi cabs were
therefore viewed as promising a
comfortable car journey though
at a higher fare duly metred.
Every big city of the world has
such taxi cab service and it be-
hoves us that we have similar
cab service befitting a modern
city.

Such taxi cab service be%an
with about 20 cabs initially.
The yellow-coloured cabs
started becoming a distinct
feature of the city's transport
network. The taxi cabs have
since increased to constitute a
fleet of nearly 100 vehicles.

But for even those who can
afford the luxury of travel by
taxi cabs find it hard to find
them when required. Such cabs
are mostly concentrated in the
airport area and the city's five-
star hotels.

There is surely a contact
telephone number for obtaining
services of such taxi cabs: but
since most of them are commit-
ted for operation in the afore-
said areas, there is hardly any
assurance of getting a cab when

Khagrachhari

From Page 1

Police, BDR and army per-
sonnel are patrolling the trou-
ble spots of the town.

GOC of Chittagong Division
Abu Kaiser Mohammad Fazlur
Kabir today visited Khagrach-
hari town and held a meetin
with high-level government of-
ficials.

The bodies of Putul Chakma,
19, and Suramonium Chakma,
21, the two activists of PGP were

sent to their relatives after au- -

topsy, police said.

Arit’s brother

From Page 1

gadish Dass, Khokan Haider
said.

Jagadish introduced my
brother to almost all the senior
leaders and even to some minis-
ters and other high-ups in the
party. My brother used to lock
after most of the activities in-
cluding relief distribution in
the area on behalf of the Ward
Commissioner.

"Babul {the main aide of the
MP} and Gopal took Arif to
Chhatak from my house in the
name of some urgent pro-
gramime in the early morning
on March 15, the day when he
was killed in the blast.”

Khokan said that his
brother was not involved in any
terrorist activity. "But now it is
being widely talked that, he was
a terrorist. If it is so, all respon-
sibilities should be shouldered
by Manik since he used my
brother for his political gain”,
Khokan said.

Arif went to the MP's house
to invite him to attend his mar-
riage ceremony which was
scheduled to be held on March
25, he added.

‘I want punitive measures
against those who are responsi-
ble for my brother's death. We
are waiting for the CID report. If
needed, I may file a case soon "
Khokan said.

needed.

In such situations, it has
been often found that persons
who need to travel by car for
specific reasons are compelled
to take resort to rent-a-car ser-
vice offered by private opera-
tors on their own terms. Such
rent-a-car transports, mainly
microbuses, assemble in large
numbers along the Topkhana
Road beside the Bangladesh
Secretariat and BB Avenue
waiting for hire.

One may wonder from the
sight of such a large number of
waiting microbuses whether the
demand for their service is so
heavy as to absorb all the wait-
ing transports. On enquiry it is
learnt that such rent-a-car
transports are mainly used for
long-distance journeys beyond
the city limits.

On account of the paucity of
metred taxi cabs in the city, the
requiring persons have no al-
ternative but to hire those rent-
a-car microbuses at fares com-
paratively quite high.

From all accounts. it has ap-
peared the number of yellow-
coloured taxi cabs is very lim-
ited and as such quite inade-
quate to meet the normal de-
mand for their services. To cre-
ate a presentable picture of
city’s transport pattern, it is de-
sirable that the mammoth
growth of cycle rickshaws
should be down-scaled to make
room for a larger number of
taxi cabs and pollution-free
auto rickshaws. This may grad-
ually obviate present-day hor-
rendous traffic jams created by
slow-moving cycle rickshaws
and other non-mechanised ve-
hicles.

The bottom lines are that the
Maxis with their scant regard
for following the prescribed
regulations are in a mess,
which the traffic authorities
don't seem to be keen to bring
them into line. On the city's taxi
cab front, the inadequacy of
their number is a major factor
negating their playing a posi-
tive role by way of creating an
impact on the city's over-all
traffic scene.

Rajuk
From Page 1

law, whenever a construction
irregularity is detected, Rajuk
has to serve a notice on the of-
fender. Then it has to go
through the lengthy process of
cancelling the plan and give the
offender an opportunity to ap-
peal, within a month, to Ra-
Jjuk’'s Appellate Authority com-
prising Lhe Chairman and two
Members.

" By the time we have com-
pleted the formalities to book
the person, the construction
work is completed and we be-
come helpless,” said the offi-
cial.

The Rajuk proposal, he said,

recornmended that as soon it

serves the notice, a police offi-
cer ‘not below the rank of Sub-
linspector' should be able to ar-
rest the offender and book him
for violating construction law,

Other Rajuk sources said it
was also trying to convince the
works ministry to go for
amending clause 25 of the
Building Construction Rules.
Besides, it has recommended
that all residential buildings in
the city should be, at the most,
SiX storied and commercial
buildings . 10 storied at the
maximum.

Rajuk has also proposed that
prior to taking up of any con-
struction beyond four stories,
the developer must produce soil
test report and structural de-
sign. At present these are
needed only for construction of
buildings beyond seven stories.
The structural design must be
done by a graduate engineer and
the site supervisor should also
be a graduate engineer, the offi-
cial said.

Meanwhile, works ministry
sources said that none of these
proposals were now getting any

altention Irom the authori-
ties. "We know these changes
must come for our own good. But
as lar as 1 know, nothing has
been done to expedite the pro-
cess,” one source said.

the city yesterday.

Manju warns Ershad

From Fage |
from now on. the Jatiya Party
would play the due role of an
opposition party, although one
nP its leader was a minister of
the present Awami League gov-
ernmernt.

"No anti-people act or at-
tempt of the government will go
without protest, but that would
be done in a democratic way,
not destroying the economy or
image of the country," he said,
adding, "we are of course a op-
position F;:n?u'tjg.r."

The former premier, who
steered the party while Ershad
was in jail after his [all in 1990,
alleged that the was acting like
the monster of the Arabian

BNP rallies

From Page 1

be held at party's central office
at 5 pm tomorrow. Cily con-
venor Sadek Hossain Khoka
will chair the meeting,

City BNP joint convenors,
presidents and general secre-
taries of thana committees BNP
supported DCC ward commis-
sioners and presidents and gen-
eral secretaries of front organi-
sations have been asked to at-
tend the meeting.

Khaleda

From Page |
now uniting against this gov-
ernment. They would not toler-
ate any more misdeeds.

BNFP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyvan also
spoke at the meeting,

Khaleda criticised the gov-
ernment for remaining silent
alter the recent killing of six
Bangladeshi nationals by the
Indian Border Security Force
(BSF].

BNF vice-president Shamsul
Islam said goods worth Tk
36,000 crore were smuggled into
the country during the three
year regime of this government
due to "opening of the border."

Former army chief Mah-
bubur Raliman alleged that the
governmenl had politicised the
Army, infiltrated relatives into
it, in a bid to destroy the insti-
tution.

“Army has been made inac-
tive, Instead of weapons, whis-
tles have been handed to Army
for traffic control," he said.

ENP senior vice-president
Prol Badruddoza Chowdhury,
Dr Khondokar Mosharraf Hos-
sain, Fazlur Rahman Patal,
Sasu Kamal, Majibur Rahman,
Shali Bikrampuri, Ali Akkas
Nadim, Ali Neaz and Mahi
Badruddoza Chowdhury, son of
B Chowdhury also addressed
the meeting presided over by
Gazi Shahidul Hug.

Nights who tried to kill his sav-
ior who rescued him from a
sealed bottle and turned the
party into a "private propri-
etorship company”.

He said Jatiya Party could
not be held responsible for the
misdeeds of the Ershad regime,
as it was "not actually a party
government or civilian rule.”

The Jatiﬁa Party MPs' who
expressed their solidarity with
the faction are: Advocate Fazle
Rabbi, Tazul Islam Chowdhury,
Sharfuddin Jhantu, Mostafizur
Rahman, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto,
Shahadat Hossain, Ahsan
Ahmed, Noor Mohammad
Mondol, Jainal Abedin Sarkar,
Tasmima Hossain, Golam
Faruq Obhi, Golam Hossain
and Zinat Hussain.

Former minister Sheikh
Shahid said political activists
are not employees of any person
and they work for an ideology
lo serve the country.

"The sycophancy and flat-
tery in the past made Jatiya
Party an inactive organisa-
tion," added Sardar Amjad Hos-
sain, another minister of the
Ershad government,

Party leader Monirul Hagq
Chowdhury said Ershad used to
take unilateral decisions and
frequent dexiations ignoring
party leadership "as if JP was
his paternal property.”

Murder

From Page |

the road was blocked by a bam-
boo. As they got down and tried
to remove the bamboo, a gang of
about five men, armed with
sharp weapons, fire arms and
crackers, attacked them.
Khokon was shot in the head
and stabbed indiscriminately.
Tapan suffered bomb injuries

when the killers blasted crack-

ers before fleeing.

Fatally injured Khokon was
rushed to Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital (DMCH) where
doctors declared him dead. The
body was sent to DMCH morgue
for autopsy.

Tapan was admitted to a lo-
cal hospital and later shifted to
the Orthopaedic Hospital.

Police said last night that
they were suspecting involve-
ment of Tapan in the murder

After the incident, a group of
local youths brought out a pro-
cession on RK Mission Road
protesting the killing. Some of
the processionists looted a jew-
ellery shop. police said.

None was arrested in con-
nection with the killing or loot-
ing till last night.

Motijheel police said they
were preparing to file a murder
case in connection with the in-
cident.
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VGD helps the poor

From Page 1
either. '

“This is too early for a loan
receiver to pay back,” feels
Asma.

In Bogra town, a local com-
munity-based organisation --
Tohurunnesa Mohila Sangsad
-— imparts training to vulnera-
ble women. Each year 50
women, under VGD programme,
get trained in income-generat-
ing skKills from the women's
lraining centre of the Sangsad.
Each ol them gets 30 kilogram
ol wheat a month during the
one-year training period.

Suravi, a lrainee, tells The
Daily Star that her family is
one of the worst victims of river
erosion and that her husband is
unemployed. "l hope to buy a
sewing machine and do taifi)r—
ing jobs alter getting training
here.” says the young girl in her
late 20's.

Rawnak Mahal Dilruba Be-
gum, secretary of the Tohur-
runesa Mohila' Sangsad, tells
newsmern that the Sangsad can
not provide credit to the women
alter training because of cash
problem. Begum Dil Afroz. dis-
irict women affairs officer of
Bogra, instantly comes up with
the proposal that the Ministry
of Women Affairs can assist in
the matter if approached by the
Sangsad.

The countrywide, multi-
donors assisted VGD pro-
{;{ramme covers more than five
akh hard-core poor women in
the rural Bangladesh annually.
The VGD programme strategy is
based on a combination of three
components -- food aid plus ca-
pacity building activities plus
graduation of women to regular
NGO development programmes

after termination of the food
support.

The programme has got
three suh-pm{ects -- Income
Generation (IG), Women Train
ing Centre (WTC) and Group
Leaders and Extension Workers
([GLEW).

Under the IG sub-project.
each participating woman re-
ceives 30 kilogram of wheat a
month for 18 months and a
package of development ser-
vices like savings, training on
marketable income-generatin
skills, functional literacy an
NUIeracy tralningi. awarerness
raising on social, legal, health
and nutrition issues and access
to credit. During the current
VGD cycle (January 1998 to
June 1999), the IG sub-project
covers about 450,000 poor
women in the 461 thanas.

Each woman trainee re-

-ceives 30 kilogram of wheat per

month for a year and gets train-
ing in marketable income gen-
eration skills like tailoring and
embroidery under the WTC sub-
project. During the current cy-
cle (July 1998 to June 1999),
some 42,000 women have been
enrolled in more than 700 gov-
ernment and non-government
wotnen training centres.

Under the GLEW sub-project,
leadership quality is promoted
among women who later help
other women in the community
in income-generating activities
and link those women to credit
and development services of-
fered by the government and
NGOs. Each woman under GLEW
receives a honorarium worth
100 kilogram of wheat per
month, Currently, 1,000 women
are working in 20 thanas cover-
ing some 30,000 women.

Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury, flanked by Anwar Hossain Manju and Zinat H_u.-:-;ﬁaip,
addressing the council session of Jatiya Party (Mizan-Manju) faction at Paltan Maidan in
-~ Star photo

Scholastica
students ace
University of

London exams

"~ By Staff Correspondent

Scholastica, a leading En-
lish medium school in the city
as achieved outstanding re-
sults in the O (Ordinary) and A
(Advanced) Level examinations

of 1998/ 99 under the London
University, said a Scholastica
School press release yesterday.

At least 99.6 per cent of the
total 82 Ordinary Level students
appearing from Scholastica
passed the examination this
year while 85 per cent received
Honours Grades. Nine students

ot an "A" in every subject and

U others got Honours Grades
1L.e, an "A" or "B" in every sub-
ject, the press release said.

A total of 22 Scholastica
students were sat for the Ad-
vanced Level Examination, 94
per cent of the students passed
while 45 per cent received Hon-
ours Grades, told the press re-
lease.

More students appeared [or
the London based exams in
1998-99 than any other school

in the country, the release
added.

Attack on colonel:

None arrested yet

By Staff Correspondent

Armed hoodlums who
opened fire at a colonel at Gul-
bagh on Thursday night are
threatening his relatives to
withdraw the case filed against
them.

Police are yet to arrest the
criminals.

Sources said colonel SHM
Nazrul Islam, director, admin-
istration of Bangladesh Ansar
was shot at while he was driv-
ing in Gulbagh area.

Local people said that the
incident took place in front of
Benu Confectionery, A private
car with five youths arrived at
the confectionery where Islam
stopped his car.

14 to vie for each DU
Hons seat this yr

By DU Correspondent

At least 14 students are going
tlo compete for each seat in the
First Year Honours courses of
the Dhaka University this vear,
says the data available in the
olfices concerned.

Distribution and submission
of the application forms under
four units, comprising five
faculties, ended on Thursday:.

According to the university
officials, there are around 4110
seats in honours courses under
tive faculties of the university.

Besides, some university
seats are reserved for different
quotas, which includes one per
cent of the total seats for the
son and daughters of freedom
fighters, 25 seats for tribal stu-
dents, 25 for players and unlim-
ited seats for the blind students,
officials said. _

The son and daughters of the
university staffs are also ad-
mitted if they secure pass
marks in the admission test, of-
ficials added.

According to the data avail-
able in the university offices, a
total of 55,186 forms were sold
till the last date Thursday.

Around 19,106 students are
expected to compete for the 1100
seats in 'Ka' unit (Science, Bio-
logical science and Pharmacy
faculties), while 14.550 students
will vie for 1700 seats under the
'Kha' unit (Humanities group).
This means a 18:1 applicants to
students ratio in the former and
a 8:1 ratio in the latter unit.

A total of 9,357 forms were
sold in the ‘Ga’ unit (Faculty of
Business Administration)
against 710 seats while 12,218

Sonia

From Page 1

some key opposition groups.

It was Sonia's second trip to
the presidential palace. On
Wednesday she had told
Narayanan that she could
gather enough parliamentary
support for a minority Congress
government in two days.

But her dreams of power all
but evaporated today with the
decision of some potential al-
lies to withhold erucial support
amounting to more than 30
MPs.

"We will not give support to
any party in forming a govern-
ment.” one opposition leader,
Mulayam Singh Yadav, said in
a signed letter to President
Narayanan.

It was the first major politi-
cal setback lor Sonia since she

entered Indian politics in Jan-
uary 1998 and assumed the
Congress presidency,

Analysts said Narayanan's
offer of a further unspecified
grace period meant the political
crisis could drag on for another
four or five days.

Yadav's letter to the presi-
dent said his party would also
refuse to support Primne Minis-
ter Vajpayee's Hindu national-
ist BJP party — still the largest
in parliament with 182 seats.

“The party is of the opinion
that both the BJP and Congress
are responsible for ruining the
country,” it said.

students are expected to com-
pete lor 600 seats under the
‘(ihia’ unit (Combined group).
The applicants to seats ratio is

13:1 in 'Ga’ unit and 20:1 in
'‘Gha’ unit.

The Dhaka University au-
thorities have earned Tk

1,10,37.200 by selling applica-
tion forms for admission into
first year honours of the 1998-
99 session.

The admission tests will be-

ﬁin from April 30. The date
xed for the tests are '‘Ka' unit
on 21 May, 'Kha" unit on May 7,
‘Ga’ unit on April 30 and ‘Gha’
unit, for the students willing to
change groups, on May 14,

This year the pass mark has
been fixed at 40. The admission
tests will comprise of Multiple
Choice Questions (MCQ) with a
stipulated time of one hour.
There will be separate gquestion
papers for each of the four
units.

GSS crisis

From Page 1
of a female worker by Dr. Has-
san.

All the offices of the GSS,
one of the larger NGOs of the
country, were closed sine die on
April 15.

The executive comimnittee of
the GSS closed down the offices
in view of liquidity crises due
to non-availability of funds...”

The Workers' Council, how-
ever, interpreted the said lig-
uidity crisis as donors’ dissatis-
faction over the alleged irregu-
larities in managing GSS funds
by its management headed by
Dr. Hassan. The workers' alle-
gations also included transfer
of GSS fund by the ED to a cou-
ple of private limited compa-
nies - Mudrak Ltd and Media
Centre Ltd — which has a little
to do with organisation’s an-
nounced objectives.

The workers attributed the
allegations to the findings of a
special audit conducted by the
donors concerned last year.

However, the GSS adminis-
tration recently filed a case
with the city’s Mohammadpur
thana against the leaders of the
Workers Council.

Meantime, some of the GSS
workers supporting Dr, Hassan
issued a press statement
claiming that “some workers”
were trying to destabilise the
organisation for their own in-
terest, while “their ultimate
goal is to destroy the GSS”,

Defending Dr. Hassan, the

ress release said that the trou-

lemakers were out to use a fe-
male worker who had once
brought “allegations of ha-
rassment, not sexual harass-
ment, against the executive di-
rector.

On the allegation of finan-
cial irregularities, the press re-
lease said that special audit in-
dicated "weakness in financial
management”, not financial ir-
regularities, was identified.

Meantjme, the NGO bureau
has reportedly decided to con-
duct an”investigation into the
allﬂl‘g{atmns brought by the
workers against the GSS man-
agement.
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