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A
Kim lashes out at Korean

Air over plane crash

SEOUL, Apr 20: Saying the
airline was giving the nation a
bad name, President Kim Dae-
Jjung on Tuesday urged "funda-
mental" changes in the man-
agement of accident-prone Ko-
rean Air, reports AP, _

“Korean Air must have pro-
fessional managers," Kim told a
Cabinet meeting. "Fhe issue of
Korean Air is not a matter of an
individual company but a mat-
ter of the whole country, Our
country's credibility is at
stake.”

The president's comments
came five days after.a Korean
Alr cargo jet crashed shortly af-
ter takeoff from Shanghai's
Honggiao airport Thursday,
killing its three crewmen and
six people on the ground.

It was the latest in a series of
accidents that have given Ko-
rean Air one of the worst safety
records in commercial avia-
tion. More than 700 people have
died in-Korean Air accidents in
the past 20 years, including 228
in tﬁe 1997 crash of a Boeing
747 on Guam.

After the Shanghai crash,
Delta Air Lines dropped its
code-sharing flight partnership
with Korean Air, saying that it
would not do business with any
carrier it did not believe to be
safe. Air Canada followed suit.

Kim blamed Korean Air's

safety problems on a family-
run management that put rapid
expansion and profits ahead of
salety.

Korean Air is a private com-
pany. But through tax audits
and its control of most banks,
the government can wield
enormous influence on man-
agement of private businesses.

"Korea Air is a typical case of
management gone wrong with
family members in its to
managerial posts,” Kim said.
"These accidents happen be-
cause Korean Air never tried
enough to secure good pilots and
technicians but instead devoted
all its energy to expanding
flight routes and making more
money."

Besides the pressure to
change its management, Korean
Air could face other penalties,
said officials at the Ministry of
Construction and Transporta-
tion.

"From the very high eche-
lons of the government, some
serious consultations are tak-
ing place," said Lee Woo-chung,
a ministry official in charge of
aircrafl salety supervision.

Lee said a major problem in-
volving Korean igjr is its heavy
dependence on retired military
pilots to fill the cockpits.

That creates a "command-
and-compliance environment

that hampers open discussion
and abilities to deal with emer-
gences," he said.

'This, in part, is rooted in a
culture in which juniors are
forced to defer to their seniors.”
Lee said.

Korean Air, formerly Korean
Airlines, was founded 30 years

" ago by Cho Joong-hoon. 79,

with eight planes ﬂﬁing local
routes, The airline has since
rown into the world's 13th
argest carrier.

Cho's 50-year-old son, Cho
Yang-ho, took over Korean Air
in 1992,

The younger Cho's three
brothers each head the airline's
subsidiaries. Korean Air has
been plagued by disasters since
1983 when one of its Boein
747s from New York to Seou
was shot down after strayin
into Soviet air space. All 26
people on board were killed.

In 1987, a bomb planted by
North Korean agents exploded
on a Korean Air Boeing 707
near Burma, killing all 115
people on board,

After a series of accidents
last year, the government or-
dered the carrier to cut back
domestic flights ’ll}‘I‘—; 15 per cent
for six months. € restriction
is to end April 25.

150,000 die annually
50pc of cancer

cases result
of smoking

At least 1,50,000 people die
of cancer annually in Bangla-
desh with two lakh new cases
every year, reports BSS.

This was informed at a meet-
ing of the National Council for
Cancer Control (NCCC) held
yesterday at the conference
room of the Health Ministr
with Health and Family Weli-
fare Minister Salah Uddin
Yusuf in the chair.

The meeting emphasised the
need for prevention and early
detection of cancer and sug-
gested creation of public aware-
ness against smoking.

The meeting was informed
that 50 per cent of all cancer
cases occur due to smoking.

The meeting reconstituted
the NCCC comprising 36 mem-
bers with the health minister as
its chairman.

Hlealth secretary M M Reza,
Vice-president ol NCCC Prof
Syed Fazlul Haq, member of the
council and former cabinet sec-
retary M Mahbub-uz-Zaman,
Director General of Health Ser-
vices Prof AKM Nurul Anwar
and concerned officials were

Elval"%'lash
2 killed, 20 hurt

in Pabna

PABNA, Apr 20: Two persons
were killed and 20 others, in-
cluding two police constables,
injured in a clash between rival
groups of villagers of Thana-
Eara and Khagurbari villages

ere this morning, reports APB.

The clash ensued when one
Asadul Haq, 20, of Thanapara
village stab Osman Goni, 22,
of Khagurbari village following
a dispute over watching a cul-
tural function at Faridpur
thana on Monday night.

The deceased were identified
as Abdur Rashid, 25, son of Ra-
jab Ali and Hossain Ali, 31, son
of Omar Ali of Khagurbari vil-
lage.

They succumbed to their in-
juries at Pabna General Hospi-
tal (PGH).

Both the groups used lethal
weapons during the three-hour
clash. Police rushed to the spot
and brought the situation under
control.

Three critically injured —
Abdus Sattar, 35, ¥akub Ali, 55
and Chand Ali, 25. were admit-
ted to the Rajshahi Medical Col-
lege Hnspltal].

Obituary

By Staff Correspondent
ari g o 'Begum  Faji-
om0 latunnesa, the

%  founder of Go-
.4 jaria Founda-
" tion and mo-

= ther of Awami
.o League's Joint
4o Publicity and
##4: - Publication
L EL i Seeretary Nu-
rul Fazal Bulbul, died at the
Renal Centre in the city on
Monday. She was 65.

The Qulkhwani of late Faiji-
latunnesa will be held on April
23 at 22/1, KM Das Lane,
Tikatuli. Relatives and well
wishers of the deceased have
been requested to attend the

L )

programme.
Meanwhile, LGED Minister

and AL general secret Zillur

Rahman condoled the death of

Fajilatunnesa and expressed
deep sorrow.
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COMILLA. Apr 20: Professor
Ali Hossain Mojumdar, Vice

Principal ol Comilla Govern- -

ment Women's College died of a
heart attack at his residence at
Bagichagao on Sunday morn-
ing. He was 52, reports ESS

He left behind his wife, three
sons and other relatives to
mourn his death,

Principals, professors and
students of Comilla Govern-
ment Women's College and
Comilla Victoria Government
College expressed deep shock
and sorrow at the sudden death
of Professor Ali Hossain Mo-
jumdar.

His namaz-e-janazas were
held at Bagichagao Mosque and
Comilla Victoria Government
College Mosque premises. He
was buried at Nalpara, his vil-
lage in Sadar thana.

5-day workshop on CRP begms

A five-day workshop on
Contract Research Projects
(CRP) began yesterday at
Bangladesh Agricultural Re-
search Council (BARC) for re-
search of agricultural scien-
tists.

Contract research pro-
gramme of BARC is a mecha-
nism for awarding grants to
conduct specific research by the
scientists of different agricul-
tural research institutes on pro-
jects which are identified by
BARC as urgently needed to
support to national develop-
ment goals, said a press release
yesterday.

The CRP focuses efforts on
areas of immediate concern to
seek ways of increasing agricul-

tural Eruductivity in
Bangladesh.

A total of 138 contract re-
search projects will be reviewed
during the deliberations, the re-
lease added.

A total of five hundred agri-
cultural scientists, principal
investigators of the projects
and experts from different agri-
cultural research institutes,
non-government organisations
(NGO), universities and exten-
sion agencies like DAE, DLS,
DOF, BSFIC and Jocal World
Bank representative are also
taking part in the workshop.

Executive Chairman of
BARC Dr Zahurul Karim inau-
gurated the workshop.

Israeli occupation of Lebanese village

Monitors fail to settle dispute

TYRE, Lebanon, Apr 20: A
p:mu? of international moni-
lors failed o agree Tuesday on
whether Israel’s occupation of a
Lebanese village last week con-
stituted a violation of a 1996
ceasefire agreement, a state-
ment said, reports AP.

The five-nation panel of
military experts said.the group
‘noted the serious concerns"

surrounding the Israeli;action,

but called on Lebanon and Is:
rael to seek a solution through
bilateral channels.

Israeli soldiers and allied
militiamen seized control of
Arnoun on Thursday, setting up
a barbed-wire fence and effec-
tively annexing the village to
an Israeli-occupied border en-
clave in southern Lebanon.

Israel said the measures,
which followed two guerilla
bombings near Arnoun in
which one Israeli soldier was
killed, were aimed at thwarting
the storage of guerilla arms and
ammunition in the villapf.

Lebanon complained fo the
monitoring committee, which
includes representatives of the
United States, France, Israel,
Syriya and Lebanon, and de-
manded that Israel immedi-
ately relinquish the village.

The committee was created
as part of a US-brokered cease-
fire in April 1996 after a 16-day

Israeli bombardment of
Lebanon that killed at least 175
people, mostly Lebanese civil-
ians.

The terms of the truce pro-
hibit Israel and Hezbollah
guerillas from targeting civil-
ians or firing from civilian ar-
eas,

‘The statement issued after
more than 15 hours of discus-

“sions said there were "differing

views" on whether the Israeli
action was a violation of the
truce.

"The issue should be further
examined on an urgent basis,
both by the parties and in bilat-
eral channels,"” it said.

This, however, did not mean
Lebanon should deal directly
with Israel, a Lebanese Foreign
Ministry official said. Lebanon
refuses to have any contacts
with Israel.

The official, speaking on
customary condition of
anonymity, said any contacts
would be through American and
French delegates and other rep-
resentatives in the monitoring
committee,

In its report, the committee
said Israel did violate the
ceasefire a%r;:ﬁment by firing on
a group of Lebanese journalists
in the village on Friday, wound-
ing one.

16.5 cr poultry,
dairy vaccines
produced till Mar

Some 16.5 crore poultry and
diary vaccines were produced in
Mohakhali and Comilla vac-
cine centres till March of the
current fiscal, reports UNB.

Of the vaccines, about 15
crore were distributed during
the period, a workshop was told
yesterday.

A total of 13 types of vac-
cines are produced in the two
centres to check different poul-
try and dairy diseases.

This was disclosed at a
workshop on "Review of poultry
vaccines and artificial repro-
duction programme in
Bangladesh." Bangladesh Live-
stock Research Institute and
BRAC jointly organised the
workshop at LGED Bhaban.

The workshop pointed out
the weaknesses of the pro-
gramme and put forward rec-
ommendations to remove
those. "

Speaking on the occasion,
Fisheries and Livestock Minis-
ter ASM Abdur Rab called for
making the people familiar
with the know-how of modern
poultry and diary farming pro-
cedures.

He said preventive medi-
cines and vaccines, and modern
techniques should timely be
reached to the poultry and dairy
farmers.

Qulkhwani
_ The gulkhwa-
v ni of engineer
Asif Masud, a
director of Ni-
tol Motors Ltd,
will be held at
his Uttara res-
idence toda
after Magreg
prayers, said a
press release,

reports IJNB,
He died of liver cirrhosis at a
Guishan clinic on Sunday.
Relatives, friends, and well- .
wishers of the deceased have
been requested to attend the qgul
and pray for the departed suu?.

Earth Day *99

tOmMorrow

Earth Day 1999 will be ob-
served in the country tomorrow
in a befilting manner, reports
BSS.

Marking the day, Forum of
Environment Journalists ol
Bangladesh (FEJB) will bring
out a rally from in front of the
National Press Club at 8.30 am
on the day.

FEJB will also organise a
discussion session on the theme
of the day "Conserve the Nature,
Save Our Earth" at 9.30 am at
the National Press Club VIP
Lounge.

Environment and Forest
Secretary Syed Marghub Mur-
shed will be the chief guest at
the discussion while FEJB
Chairman Quamrul Islam
Chowdhury will chair the ses-
sion.

Bangladeshi team
meets Russian
lawmakers

Visiting Parliamentary del-
egation from Bangladesh led by
Speaker Humavun Rasheed

Chowdhury called on first
Deputy Prime Minister of Rus-
sila Gustav Anatolivich at the
Prime Minister's office in
Moscow on Monday, a release of
Jatiya Sangsad said yesterday.
reports BSS.

The visiting delegation also
met Duma's %Russi,an Parlia-
ment) Chief of the Interna-
tional Affairs Committee M P
Lukin.

Chief whip of Jatiya
Sangsad Abul Hasanat Abdul-
lah and Russian Deputy Foreign
Minister George Karasin and
other officials were present.

During the meetings, they
stressed the need for enhancing
bilateral exchange between the
Jatiya Sangsad of Bangladesh
and the Duma.

Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Chowdhury recalled the former
Soviet Union's positive role
during the Liberation War.

" Ali

Journalists meet
Begum Zia

Leaders of the three unions
of journalists called on Begum
Zia at her 29 Minto Road offi-
cial residence yesterday
evening, reports UNB,

The leaders of BFUJ, DUJ
and National Press Club dis-
cussed with Begum Zia about
Lhe freedom of newspaper and
problem of journalists and
Newspapers.

Reazuddin Ahmed, Amanul-
lah Kabir, Khondoker Monirul
Alam, Zahirul Huq, Abdul
Baten, Ruhul Amin Gazi and
Abdul Aziz were among others
who met her.

Meanwhile, Niaz Ahmed.
brother in-law of Sazal Chowd-
hury, recently released from
%i] called on Begum Khaleda

ia.

Sazal Chowdhury, a city JCD
leader, was shot dead in the cap-
ital during a hartal in last
February.

BNP chief visits
injured lawyer

BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia visited an injured
leader of Jatiyatabadi Ainjibi
Forum at a city hospital yesier-
day evening, reports UNB.

She passed some times be-
side the lawyer, Sakwatullah
Khan Anu, and inquired about
his treatment.

Anu was injured by police
action during Sunday's coun-
trywide dawn-to-dusk hartal,
the party sources said.

Barrister Nazmul Huda, Ad-
vocate Saidur Rahman and
Joynal Abedin accompanied
Begum Zia during the visit.

Nirmul Committee

executives named
By DU Correspondent

A 28-member new central
executive committee of Ghatak
Dalal Nirmul Committee
(GDNC] was announced yester-
day with Poet Shamsur Rah-
man and Kazi Mukul as presi-
dent and general secretary re-
spectively.

It was announced by Na-
tional Professor Kabir Chowd-
hury at the concluding cere-
mony of its two day-long Fifth
National Council, held at the
Teachers and Students Centre
(TSC) auditorium of Dhaka
University.

A discussion meeting was
also held on the 35 district re-
ports of GDNC, submitted by the
representatives from different
districts.

The GDNC reports said that
E:-scﬂtly the organisation has
1 boosted up much more,

Discussants at the pro-
gramme pointed out that a good
number of rajakars have some-
how managed to forge certifi-
cates of freedom fighters with
this label, these anti-liberation
people are creating anarchy in
the society.

They also urged the pro-lib-
eration forces to be united to
root out the religious fanatics
from the country.

Salma Haq presided over the
programme while, among oth-
ers, Shahrier Kabir, Shamim
Akhter, Kazi Mukul, Hasan
Arif, Sadikur Rahman Parag
discussed the reports,

The programme was fol-
lowed by a cultural function in
the evening. Noted cultural per-
sonalities. singers, and organi-
sations took part in the pro-
gramme,

The other members of the
GDNC committee are —
Shahrier Kabir, Prof Muntasir
Mamun, Dr Anwara Syed Hagq,
Shamoly Nasrin Chowdhury
and Shamsul Arefeen (Vice
President), Sadikur Rahman
Parag (Convenor), Salma Hagq
(Finance Secretary), Julfiquer
Manik (Information and
Research Secretary), Fazlur
Rahman (Publication Secre-
tary), Amal Das (Publicity Sec-
retary) and Artist Hashem
Khan, Architect Rabiul Hus-
sain, Rafiq-Un-Nabi, Prof Mah-
fuza Khanam, Advocate Sultana
Kamal, Abul Barak Alvee,
Shamim Akhter, Arma Goon,
Sherin Banu Mitil, Hasan Arif,
Shimul Mostofa, Zahid Newaj
Jewel, Advocate Mijanur Rah-
man, Mehedi Hasan, Afjal Hos-
sain and Khaled Khan
(member).

‘Sovereignty of
country at

stake’

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiyatabadi Mohila Dal or-
ganised an open discussion on
‘Endangered Humanity, De-
stroyed Nativeland" at Engi-
neers’ Institute in city yester-
day.

Speakers said the indepen-
dence and sovereignty of the
country is now at stake due to
subservient policy of the pre-
sent government. They said
now, human rights are being
violated frequently, democracy
is in exile and economy of the
country is on the verge of ru-
ination.

They said resignation of the
‘incompetent, failure and cor-
rupt” government and mid-term
national elections are the only
way to li:l'ﬂtf:t:t the country and
its people from destruction.

Reception accorded
to CPC team

The visiting delegation from
Calcutta Press Club (CPC) was
accorded a reception on Monday
by M H Choudhury, former
chief executive of the Sangbad
Ltd. at a local hotel in the city,
reports BSS,

Co-host of the reception
Sarwar Hassan Choudhury,
journalist of Bangladesh Sang-

ad Sangstha (BSS), welcomed
the visiting journalists at Hotel
Swiss Garden in Mahbub Plaza
at Topkhana road here.

Members of the delegation
led by President of CPC Sunil
Das expressed hope that fre-
quent visits of mediamen would
enhance the existing friendly
ties between people of two
countries.
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Children's painting competition at Bangladesh Shishu
Academy premises yesterday commemorating Masterda

Surya Sen.

— Star photo

Meeting: a day long meeting on World Coniference on Science

will be held.

Organisers: NAM S & T Centre in association with

Ministry of Science and Technology. Venue: CIRDAP auditorium,

Chameli House, 17 Topkhana Rd. Time: 9.00 am

Discussion meetin
International Affairs (BILIA)

g: Bangladesh Institute of Law and
will hold a discussion meetin
‘Indo-Bangladesh Cooperation in

ﬁ on
Protection of Human Rights".

Venue: Seminar room of BILIA. House No 22, Rd No 7. Dhanmondi

RE/A. Time: 11.00 am.

Meeting: The weekly meeting of Rotary Club of Dhaka Burig-
anga will be held. Venue: Hotel Sonargaon. Time: 5.30 prn.

Meetin

£+ The weekly meeting of Rotary Club of Dhaka North

West will be held, Three nurses of BIRDEM will be awarded the
Rolary Vocational Award for their outstanding commitment to
serve ailing patients. The meeting will be followed by a fellowship

dinner hosted by Rtn

PP Aminul Islam and R-Ann Nazma Islam.

Venue: Dhaka Club Ltd. Time: 7:30 pm
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Dry weather expected

Rain or thundershowers with temporary gusty or squally wind

is likely to occur at one or two places over

jsnhahi, Dhaka and

Sylhet divisions and the regions of Kushtia, Noakhali and Comilla

till 6 pm today, reports UNB.
Weather may
elsewhere over the country

The country's

remain mainly dry with

during the perio

adding that no apﬁreciahle change
ighest temperature recorded yesterda

artly cloudy sky
. Met Office said,
in day temperature is expected.

was 38.6-

degree Celsius at Jessore and the lowest 22 degrees at Sylhet.
The sun sets in the capital today at 6.22 pm and rises tomorrow

at 5.33 am.

L
. Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
111 some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evenin
Dhaka 35.5 26.4 71 55
Chittagong 34.3 26.5 72 71
Rajshahi 36.8 25.8 76 &4
Khulna 36.4 26.4 74 52
Barisal 35.8 25.5 88 69
Sylhet 29.2 22.0 93 73
Cox's Bazar 35.5 25.0 64 72

72-hr shutdown enters 3rd day

JU Officers Samity withdraws
support for employees' strike

By JU Correspondent

Jahangirnagar University
(JU} Officers Samity withdrew
its support from the 72-hour
strike started yesterday at the
university following difference
in opinion with the accompa-
nying employees protesting the
authority's decision concerning
admission of wards of the uni-
versity officers and employees.

The 72-hour strike called by
Employees' Union and Employ-
ees Samity of JU entered the
second consequent day today.
All offices were vacant of em-
ployees, Some employees came
to campus and left it after hold-
Ing a procession and rally to
press their demand home,

Employees of the university
called the strike in protest of
the authorities' new rules for
admission of wards of the offi-
cers and employees. Employees
demanded a separate liberal
rule convenient to their wards.

The authority recently fixed
pass marks which require
seven out of 20 (35 pc) in com-

ulsory section and 28 oul of 80
35 pe) in the optional section.
The authority also allocated to-.
tal three seats in each depart-
ment for their wards. But the
employees demand that the

pass marks to be fixed at 30 —
six out of 20 (30pc) in the com-
pulsory section and 24 out of 80
(30pc} in the optional section.
They also demanded that all the
wards who secure this pass
marks must be allowed to get
admission.

Officers Samity of JU with-
drew their support from the
movement following the em-
ployees' refusal to go on with
their programmes. Officsrs
Samity went to the authority

Monday arnid demanded 10 seats
in each of 24 departments for
the wards of officers and em-
ployees. But. employees did not
agree with a written copy from
the authority requesting them
to withdraw the strike saying it
will recommend a proposal to
the Central Admission Com-
mittee for allocation of five
seats for their wards in each de-
partment.

At a rally in front of the
Registrar Building yesterday,
the leaders of employees threat-
ened dire consequences if au-
thorities do not withdraw the
new rules immediately. They
are likely to declare fresh pro-
grammes after the 72-hour
strike.

_Fa]l of AL govt Imminent, .,

says B Chowdhury

BNP senior vice present and
Deputv Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament Prof AQM
Badruddoza Chowdhury yester-
day said the "corrupt" govern-
mentl would have to be removed
for the sake of democracy, re-
ports UUNB.

"Fall of the government is
inevitable. People are now
united to topple the govern-
ment.” he said addressing a
function to accord reception to
some leaders of Zia Academy,
released from jail recently.

Shaheed Zia Research Coun-
cil organised the function at the
Jatiya Press Club auditorium in
the afternoon to accord the re-
ceplion to the leaders, including
Zahirul Islam Tipu.

The BNP leader alleged that
the Awami Leaglie government,
since assuming power, has be-
come involved with all round
corruption,

"An anarchic situation is
prevailing in all fronts with the
alarming deterioration of law
and order ... there is no rule of
law in the country,” he said.

About economy, B Chowd-
hury said the country's eco-
nomic structure has been shat-
tered and the GDP is declining.

He said: "Awami League has
[ailed to ensure economic
drowth even though they claim
lo have more knowledge in this
lield. They (Awami League]
begged our Finance Minister
Saifur Rahman to join the gov-
erniment, but he (Rahman) did
not respond.”

About abstention from the
Primme Minister's question hour
in Parliament. the deputy oppo-
silion leader said: "We are boy-
cotting the PM's question hour
as she is prone to abusing and
making lalse statements about
BNP lounder Ziaur Rahman
and Begum Khaleda Zia to un-
dermine the image of the party."

She asked Hasina to refrain
from such atltempts to malign
the opposition leaders.

Speaking on the occasion,
BNP vice-president Barrister
Nazmul Huda said Awami
League knows well that they
have become isolated from the
people and will not return to
power if election is hold under
caretaker government.

“The days of this govern-
ment are running out," he said
and urged the people "not to
obey its rule.”
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Students

(SSMC)

ical College

held a condolence meeting in memory of Kanij Fatema
Kamal (Lucy) yesterday. The annual milad mahfil '99 was

also held.

———

Int'l Parliamentary
Experts team
meets Khasru

The International Parlia-
mentary Experts delegation led
by Martinez Soliman yesterday
called on Law and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Abdul
Matin Khasru and discussed
with him strengthening the
democratic process in
Bangladesh, reports BSS,

They also discussed matters
relating to the holding of the
forthcoming International
Conference on Parliamentary
Commiltee System in Dhaka on
May 26-27.

Members of the parliament
belonging to the ruling and the
opposition parties from home
and abroad are expected to par-
ticipate in the conference.

The project on the 'Strength-
ening of the Parliament' funded
by the United Nations Devel-
opment Programme (UNDP)
and Jatiya Sangsad will be
launched at the conference,

Move to resume

production in
MIM

Parliamentary Standing
Comimnittee on Jute Ministry at
a meeting vesterday formed a
four-member sub-committee
with Jalal Uddin Talukdar as
its convenor to resume produc-
tion in Mymensingh Jute Mills
(MJM]) by removing hindrances,
reports UNB.

The sub-committee, headed
by Jalal Uddin Talukdar as
convenor, includes Dr SM
Mukhlesur Rahman, M Mojibur
Rahman and Adv Goutom
Chakrabarti, according to a
press release of Parliament
Secretariat.

The meeting also reviewed
budgetary allocation for repair
and maintenance of infrastruc-
ture and machinery of the jute
mills set up under BJMC.

It suggested transfer of Jute
Research Institute to Jute Min-
istry from Agriculture Min-

istry.

New 100-bed
hospital set up
1n Mirpur
By Staff Correspondent

A 100-bed hospital at Mirpur

has been set up by Fuad Al-
Khatib foundation in memaory
of the first Saudi Arabian am-
bassador to Bangladesh and
joint-secretary general of the
| Organisation of Islaniic Cofin-
tries.
The hnspita“l would cater to
low-income people and is the
need of modernized with latest
technology and equipment, Mir
Kashem Ali, Director of Rabetat
Al Alam Al-Islami, Bangladesh
who is a member-administra-
tion of the hospital told re-
porters yesterday.

People would pay Tk 150-Tk
400 for a bed, he said adding
that poor patients unable to pay
for their treatment would be
taken care by the Foundation.

A similar hospital is already
lunctioning in Cox's Bazar and
Rangamati. Chairman of Is-
lami Bank Commodore (rtd)
Alaur Rahman, Professor Ata
Elahi Khan, a consultant, Ad-
vocale Mujibur Rahman, Fi-
nancial Express editor Reazud-
din Ahmed and Jatiya Press
Club President Khandaker
Manirul Alam also spoke at a
ceremony to mark the launch-
ing ol the hospital.

Condolence meet
held at SSMC

The students union of Sir
Salimullah Medical College
(SSMC) held a condolence meet-
ing yesterday in memory of
Kanij Fatema Kamal (Lucy), a
3rd year student of the college
who died of cancer in New York
recently, says a press release, -

The annual milad mahfil of
the college was also held. State
Minister for Religious Affairs
Moulana Md Nurul Islam at-
tended the function as the chief

guest.

100 candidates

recommended
against 16 posts

MAGURA, Apr 20: There
were 16 posts. But recommenda-
tions were for 100 candidates
from ministers, MPs, political
leaders of different parties, sec-
retaries and high police offi-
cials, reports UNB,

But all the hundred recom-
mended for a job as police con-
stable were nipped.

"Sixteen were recruited, but
none from those recom-
mended," said Magura Police
Super Akbar Ali.

Woman gangraped
1n City
By Staff Correspondent

A housewife was gangraped
b{l local hoodlums in the city's
Shyampur area in the early
hours of yesterday. :

Police so far arrested one

rson — identified as Pappu —
or his alleged involvement in
the incident.

The 26-year-old victim
along with her husband was
staying at one of her relatives'
residence at Natun Shyampur
since Monday last, police said.
The gang of four, includin
Pappu, forcibly got inside the
residence at about 3 am yester-
day and tied up the inmates of
the house, including her hus-
band.

The miscreants then dragged
her into a room of the same

house and raped.

CU admissiol.
tests begin

tomorrow

From CU Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Apr 20: At

least thirteen students will vie
for a single seat for admission
into first year Honours courses
in Chittagong University this
yveag{1998-99 session).

“ources in the Admission
Comimittee told this correspon-
dent that for about 2300 seats,
28561 application forms were
received: 6804 in Ka unit
(Science Faculty). 5380 in Kha
unit (Arts Faculty), 6441 in Ga
unit (Commerce Faculty), 5025
in Gha unit (Combined groups),
2800 in Uma unit {Law Faculty),
1057 in Marine Science and
1054 in Forestry Institute.

The last day for receiving
admission forms ended yester-
day.

The tests will begin tomor-
rosy,

Sharbari Datta's
fashion exhibition
begins tomorrow

A three-day long exhibition
of Calcutta-based fashion de-
signer Sharbari Datta begins at
11 am tomorrow at the South
Ballroom of Dhaka Sheraton
Hotel, reports UNB,

Local fashion house Karuj is
organising the exclusive show
in cooperation with ACI, the
producers of Angelic soap, and
Dhaka Sheraton Hotel.

A key speciality of Sharbari
Datta, daughter of celebrated
post-Tagorean poet Ajit Datta,
is that she makes dresses only
for men.

'l tried to return back her-
itage of the East, especially In-
dian sub-continent, in my de-
sign.” she told newsmen at a
press conference yesterday.

Calling Western clothes very
smart as business attires, the
leading Indian fashion designer
said: We like those under colo-
nial influence.

Wrist of a young

man severed

By Staff Correspondent

Ag of armed men severed
a wrist ol a young man at city's
Demra area in the afternoon
yesterday.

The injured was identified as
Reazuddin Reaz, 22. son of
Shamsul Huq, Purba Para in
Demra. In a critical cond’ .
Reaz was admitted to Diaka
Medical College Hospital.

According to hospital
sources, Reaz came under attack
when he went to visit a fair in
that area at about 4.30 pm. The
Eang of about five dragged him

eside the fair and severed wrist
of his left hand.

Moroccan envoy
calls on Ershad

Moroccan Charge d'Affaires
to Bangladesh Abdel Illah Mar-
sil made a courtesy call on
Jatiya Party Chairman HM Er-
shad at his office yesterday, re-
ports UNB.

During the meeting, the Mo-
roccan envoy underscored the
need for developing trade rela-
tions between the two countries.

Referring to the huge de-
mand for Bangladeshi com-
modities in Morocco, the envoy
said Bangladesh could further
extend trade relations between
the two countries by exporting
leather and tea to Morocco ex-
tensively.



