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World Youth Cup

Spain scrape |
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KADUNA, Hi%eria. Apr 19:
Spain, the only European team
left in the tournament, edged
past Ghana 8-7 on penalties on
Sunday to reach the semifinals
of the World Youth Champi-
onship, reports Reuters.

The Spaniards were the
more cohesive side and their re-
lentless attacking left the
African champions gasping.

They took the lead with
Saludes Barkero's penalty in
the 56th minute after Ghanian
defender George Blay upended a
Spaniard in the box.

The Spaniards seemed to be
coasting to victory before Peter
Ofori-Quaye's last-gasp goal de-
layed their celebrations.

Ghana's Tutu Adu was sent
otl for rough play.

During the penalty shootout,
Blay missed the crucial Ghana-
ian kick to send Spain into a
semifinal clash with Mali on
Wednesday in Kaduna.

Floodlight failure held up
the game for 10 minutes in the
first half after a similar inci-
dent halted play for 12 minutes
earlier in the tournament dur-
ing the Mexico-Ireland Group C
match in Ibadan.

Seles mows
Majoli down

RALEIGH. North Carolina,
Apr 19: Monica Seles continued
her dominant ways in Fed Cup
play. sealing the US victory
over Croatia with a 6-0, 6-3 de-
feat of Iva Majoli in Sunday's
first match. reports Reuters.

The victory by Seles gave the
United States an unbeatable 3-0
lead in the best-of-five series
and a date in Italy July 24-25,
and lifted her Fed Cup singles
record to 10-0. The Americans
went on to a 5-0 sweep after
winning the second reverse sin-
gles and doubles matches.

Seles, ranked third in the
world. wasted little time in both
of her singles wins over the
weekend. Sunday's win took
only 42 minutes — the first set
took just 16 minutes — and on
Saturday. she defeated Silvija
Talaja in just 63.

"I was on,” said Seles, "Ev-
erything was going my way."

US captain Billie Jean King
had nothing but praise for Se-
les. "She played unbelievably
well," King said. "l was looking
at her this weekend and this
last week., and she's getting
physically stronger, and I just
think it will be interesting to
see her the rest of the year.”

While Seles was clearly on
top of her game., Majoli made
many of the same mistakes
which led to her defeat on Sat-
urday by Chanda Rubin.

"It was more like her playing
periect, and I couldn't do any-
thing,” Majoli said. "She played
a really. really solid ‘match, no
‘mistakes, very good."

-Majoli did junip put€s a 2-0
lead in the second set.

Seles, who rarély found her-
~selfl behind this weekend, said

she began to think about the
last time she played Majoli.
-"Here we go again like in Tokyo
when | lost to her," said Seles,
who lost there after taking the
‘first set.

But Seles, cheered on by the
American crowd chanting
"USA, USA." would not fold.

A pair of double faults led to
Seles tying the score at 2-2.
From there. Seles scored four of
the last five points for the win.

For the match, Majoli com-
mitted 35 unforced errors, in-
cluding 14 in the first set. Seles
totalled only 12 for the match.

J&J abandons
Winter Games

SALT LAKE CITY, Apr 19:
Johnson and Johnson has be-
conie the first company 1o
abandon the Olympics in the
wake of a bribery scandal,
backing away from an esti-
mated 30 million dollar spon-
sorship deal for the 2002 Winter
Games, reports AP.

Company spokesman John
McKeegan said Sunday that the
decision was based on internal
disagreements about how to
link the company's many
brands under a sponsorshi
umbrella in time for the Saﬁ
Lake City Games.

But he acknowledged that
Olympic corruption also was a
factor.

"We can't say that it didn't
have anything to do with it.”
McKeegan said. "It was cer-
tainly in the hackﬁmund."

e Salt Lake bribery scan-
dal sparked several investiga-
tions after it was revealed that
members of the ecity's bid com-
mittee offered 1.2 million dol-
lars in cash, scholarships and
other gifts to International
Olympic Committee members
and their relatives during the
successful campaign to win the
2002 Winter Games.

A total of 10 IOC members
have been banished or have re-
signed after being linked to the
cash payments and other vote-
buyingeinducements. Ten others
have been censured or warned

about their actions in what has | %

been described as the worst
scandal in the history of the
modern Olympics.

Johnson and Johnson had
just signed a letter of intent to
increase financial support
when the bribery scandal sur-
faced late last year.

"The sponsars that we talk to
are assessing the environment
in which we find ourselves ev-
ery single day," said John
Krimsky, US Olympic Commit-
tee Deputy Secret General
and the games' chief fund-rais-
ing officer. "And when the
have to invest millions of dol-
lars and the reputation of their
products and services they have
to be very, very careful."

Though Johnson and John-
son has never been a full spon-
sor for the Games, it has pro-
vided its products to athletes
through the USOC for about 20
yvears. McKeegan said that rela-
tionship would continue.

Europe
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British Prime Minister Tony Blair (L) and former England star Sir Bobby Charlton ex-
chunge views while standing outside 10 Downing Street yesterday.
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Einglish bid includes kids

LONDON, Apr 19
{Reuters/Inter-

net}: The organis-
ers ol England's
bid to stage the
=4 World Cup in 2006
Monday they would

said on

spend 4.0 million pounds ($6.46

million) on bringing nearl
2,500 children from all 20

FIFA members to England for
the event,

Alec McGivan, the director
of England’'s bid, told a news
conference: "In what will be the
world’s biggest ever sports-re-
lated cultural exchange, 12
young people from each of FI-
FA's 203 affiliated nations will
be invited to come to England
for the World Cup.

The initiative - "England’'s
Welcome to the World” - is the
main feature of the theme of
England's bid titled "Putting
Young People First."

The idea is that the children
will attend World Cup matches.
live with local [amilies as part
of a cultural exchange, attend
coaching sessions and gener-
ally enjoy the World Cup expe-
rience.

All their travel and livin

expenses will be paid for out o
the profits of the tournament.

Prime Minister Tony Blair,
Woerns to join
Dortmund

~ BONN. Apr 19 (Reuters/ In-
lernet): Germany defender
Christian Woerns will move to
Borussia Dortmund from Paris
St Germain at the end of the
season, daily Bild reported on
Monday.

Bild said the two clubs had
reached an agreement over the
weekend for Woerns to sign a
three-year contract with the
1997 European champions for a
13 million mark (57.09 mil-
lion) transfer fee.

The 26-year-old Woerns
moved to PSG from Bayer Lev-
erkusen on a free transfer be-
fore the start of the current sea-
SOI.
Bayern Munich manager Uli
Hoeness said last month the
Bavarian club had wanted to
sign him but decided not to be-

cause he was asking for too

much money,

helping to launch the project at
Downing Street. said on Mon-
day: "Everyone is.¢xcited about
the possibility of having the
World Cup in England, but we
also want to create a football
legacy that will run beyond
2006.

'l know that young people
are the future of this great sport,
| believe that England's com-
mitment to put young people
lirst will make the 2006 World
Cup in England a truly unique
experience.”

Meanwhile, Sports Minister
Tony Banks said that the minor
crowd trouble after Manchester
United defeated Arsenal 2-1 in
an epic FA Cup semifinal replay
last week wnuﬁi not have a neg-
ative impact on England's bid.

Although Manchester
United and Arsenal fans were
seen to be involved in sculffles
on the pitch at Villa Park,
Banks said: "There wias no trou-
ble as far as I could see but a
joyous fiesta of football sup-
porters who went,on the pitch to
cheer their heroes. There might
have been a minor fracas but it
was not harmful to our bid."

TOKYO. Apr 19
{Reuters/ Inter-
net): English
striker Dalian
Atkinson is ready
to end his sell-
imposed exile in Saudi Arabia
and return to Europe but says
his time in the Middle East may
well have saved his career.

Atkinson, who played for
Aston Villa and Sheffield
Wednesday in the English c];ma-
mier league, helped his Jeddah-
based club Al Ittihad win the
Asian Cup Winners' Cup by
beating South Korea's Chunnam
Dragons 3-2 mn the final here on
Sunday.

He said before his departure
from Tokyo that he wanted to
return to Europe when his
eight-month contract expires at
the end of the season.

Atkinson, 31, joined the
Saudi club on a recommenda-
tion from former Liverpool and
Tottenham striker Ronnie
Rosenthal after relations with
his previous club, Turkey's
Fenerbahce, turned sour,

"T only played about 10 times
in two years,” Atkinson said of

his tiine in Turkey.
"It's a long storv but bhasi-

callv they reluscd to pay nioney .

thar was owed 1o me and 1 re-
fused to go back to them at the
end of my first season.

"l wanted to go to a different
club but Fenerbahce kept
messing me about and when 1
needed clearance from them to
lrain with other teams they
didn't help me out.

"It got to a stage that 1 was go-
ing to call it a day.”

Atkinson took the club to
FIFA, the game's governing
body, and eventually emerged

eckons

suiccessiul,

Then came
Saudi Arabia. _,

"The way T've had td work in
Saudi Arabia has been very
hard," Atkinson said.

'l was doing 1400 sit-ups a
day with a medicine ball to get
my power back because the time
I had spent fighting Fenerbahce
had worked against me.

"The training was hard be-
cause | was carrying too much
weight and when [ joined at
first I kept getting niggly little
injuries but working in 120 pet-
cent humidity and 38 degree
heat soon got me in shape.

the move 1o

Katelnikov tops
earner’s list

MONACO, Apr 19 [Reuters/
Internet): Leading prize-money
winners (amount shown in US
dollars) issued by the ATP Tour
on Monday:

1. Kafelnikov 701,115
2 I{raﬂcek 584,159
3. Philippossis 462,167
4. Engvist 407,178
2. Moya 304,692
6. Henman 300,909
7. Haas 280,766
8. Golmard 276,006
9. Black 269.407
10. Martin 240,602
11. Rusedski 230,416
12. Kiefer 229 844
13. Stolle 223,951
14. Grosjean 223.907
15. Kuerten 221.756
16. Kucera 217.452
17. Schuttler 202.167
18. Santoro 1894212
19. B Black 185,119
20. Clavet 175,122

"When [ was training my fin-
F_El"f-i would go while with the de-
wvdration and after a training
season 1 had to wring my socks
out because I'd been swealing so
much.

"But now I feel much better
within myself and the team. in
the last five matches, have seen
a better me because I'm fitter
and my strength is better.”

Atkinson has scored 10
goals in his last 11 games for Al
Ittihad, who have won three
trophies in recent months.

In addition to the Asian Cup
Winners' Cup, Al Ittthad have
won the Federation Cup in
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf Club
Championship, a tournament
played between the top club
sides from the member states of
the Gulf Co-operation Council.

"Saudi's been good for me be-
cause there are no bars to go out
to,” Atkinson said.

"There are no distractions, I
can just train and relax and
that was what | needed when I
left Turkey because the players
told me I was fat when I joined
the club.

"Bul want to go back to Eu-
rope. You always think that you
might have lost it but 1 realise
that I've still got it and the more
| play the better [ will get.

‘Tve just turned 31 so I'm not
an old man, I'm just more expe-
rienced now, which is good.

"I can still do a job but I don't
know where. I'm prepared to go
on trial and I know I'm in shape
so I'm more confident about
myself.

"Before the touch wasn't
there because | hadn't been
training with the ball for a long
time but now I'm confident I can
go anywhere." .
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Japan's Tatsuya Ishikawa ski

ps past a Mexican

player in

heir

Wﬁrld Youth Championship

quarterfinal in Ibadan on April 18. Japan won 2-0 and will play Uruguay in the semifinals.

— AFP photo

LONDON. Apr 19: If Manch-
ester United's young stars are
worried about Wednesday's
Champions' Cup semifinal
against Juventus, they'd do well
lo get a word of reassurance
from Sir Bobby Charlton, re-
ports AP.

The two teams are level at 1-
1 from the first leg and Wednes-

day's winner will advance to the

May 27 final of Europe's most
prestigious competition.

. But Charlton, one of the
stars of Manchester United's
only Champion's Cup triumph
31 years ago, has seen this type
of situation before.

Leading 1-0 from the first leg
back in the semifinal of 1968,
United went to mighty Real
Madrid for the second and was
3-1 down at half time.

'l remember it clearly." the
lormer England World Cup star
said Monday. "It appeared that

everything was finished for us
and the Real Madrid fans were
?;:pe]cting another place in the
inal.

“Their players even seemed
to be a bit. arrogant. They
thought their job was over.

‘But the English always
seem 1o be able to dig deep and
we scored two goals in the sec-
ond half fer a 3-3 draw,” Charl-
ton said. "We had the desire to
do it and we've got to do the
same onn Wednesday.

"We saw the best of Juventus
at Old Trafford and probably
the worse of Manchester
United," Charlton said. "We
probably got away with the
draw and now it's time to bring
out the best of Manchester
United."

Charlton, a director of the
club, flies out with the team to
Turin on Tuesday to prepare for
the semifinal at the Delle Alpi
stadium.

Juventus come off a 3-1 win
at Serie A leader Lazio and, de-
spite poor domestic form for
most of the season, appear to be
peaking at the right time.

Carlo Ancelotii's team out-
played United for a long period
in the first leg before conceding
a late equalizer to Ryan Giggs.

The Welsh winger is consid-
ered only a 50-50 starter on
Wednesday after damaging -his
ankle in last week's memorable
FA Cup semifinal victory over
Arsenal in which he scored a
spectacular solo winner,

While Juve only have the

| Champions' Cup left, United are

aiming for a unique treble
having already made it to the
final of the FA Cup and stand-
ing at the top of the Premier

Manalger Alex Ferguson has
been able to make use of his
huge squad of players by mak-
ing frequent changes in recent
games. On Saturday, he left
seven of his regular first team
players but their replacements
cruised to'a 3-0 victory over
gull-'slrer.lgth Sheifield Wednes-
ay.

Maracana gets
a face-lift

RIO DE JANEIRO, Apr 19
(AP): A 49-year-old Brazilian
soccer legend is getting into
shape again, ready for match
days. )

It's not Pele or Zico, but the
Maracana. Dogged by disrepair,
crowd violence and tiny atien-
dances in recent years, the
world's biggest stadium has
found a new lease of life, at least
for now.

"We're making it a priority to
E!ve the Maraca (its nickname)

ack it's dignity," Francisco
Carvalho, president of Rio city
council's sports body, told
newsweekly ‘.r’ei:_[a.l

The council is spending 29
million dollars(50 million re-
als) to install seating in the
concrete upper tier over the next
year. It has also reopened the
"general”, a field-side standing
section that was closed for
years after an accident.

Built for the 1950 World Cup.
the Maracana was a fitting
stage for Pele, Garrincha. Riv-
elino and stars of the "Golden
Afe," when Brazil won World
Championships in 1958, 1962
and 1970. |

In 1950, a match against
Uruguay in 1950 packed in
200.000 fans, one against
Paraguay in 1970 drew 183,000,
some 30,000 more than the offi-
cial capacity.

But the Maracana had al-
most stood fixed in time since:
Fans still sit in concrete stands.
Crowd segregation is lirnited.
Toilet and catering facilities
are pPoor.

Meanwhile, attempts to pri-
vatise the stadium in 1997 (ell
through and hooliganism kept
fans away. A survey last year
found 61 per cent of Brazihans
soccer fans avoided matches,
fearing violence.

"l went to the Paraguay game
in 1970 as a child. I'll never for-
get the atmosphere.” said gas
company worker Sergio Ban-
deira. "But I watch matches on
satellite TV now."

Bandeira's team, Flamengo.
last year registered its lowest-
ever attendance in the Mara-
cana: 795. But now fans like
him are returning in droves for
Rio's state championship.

With a 46,000 crowd average
per match, attendances are
double what they were in 1998.
About 140,000 fans were ex-

cted Sunday for the classic

tween Flamengo and Vasco da
Gama.

The attendance jump is
down to a promotion by media
giants Globo which is selling
cut-price tickets wvia a local
newspaper, and the city coun-
cil's new drive. :

Whether the Maracana re-
naissance will go on after its
50th birthday and.into the 21st
century remains unsure.,

Former FIFA president Joao
Havelange maintains the only
solution for the giant stadium
is to "blow up" up the huge mass
of concrete and rebuild it. Only
-then, he says. can it compare

| with modern, high-tec Euro-
k pean stadiums.

Franck Vandenbroucke of Belgium celebrates after winning the 264 kilometre Liege
Bastogne-Liege cycle race on April 18.

-~ AFP photo

Chelsea spoil a chance

LONDON, Apr 19
(Reuters/Inter-
net): League cham-
pionships are
ulten won and lost
I one or two cru-
cial moments.

A brilliant late equaliser
from Leicester midfielder Steve
Guppy may have destroyed
Chelsea's hopes of winning
their first English champi-
onship since 1955.

The London club's array of
experienced internationals
gave away a 2-0 lead in the last
10 minutes of their premier
league clash with the Midlands
club on Sundayv after an own
goal and Guppv's brilliant
curling shot from the edge of the
area.

With it, the European Cup
Winners' Cup holders lost the
chhance to put pressure on lead-
ers Manchester Uniied.

"That makes it very difficult
for us now." first team coach
Ray Wilkins said. "We have got
five games left and we have got
to win them all to stand any
chance. Then we just have to
hiope the others slip up.

‘When they went route one-
ish, we did not cope with that
very well at all. We should have
been (hree of four up by then but
we started Lo defend too deep
and caused ourselves all sorts of

problems.”

The draw helped Chelsea
move up one place to second but
Lthey missed the opportunity to
go within one point of United.

Chelsea are now one point
ahead of third-placed Arsenal.
the defending cﬁamplunﬁ. and
three points behind United. But
their two rivals in the tight
chamipionship race both have a
game in hand,

Arsenal had the chance to
bounce back against Wimble-
don later on Monday.

Chelsea's next main chal-
lenge is their Cup Winners' Cup
second leg on Thursday against
Mallorca.

Then their last handful of
ganfes are against Sheffield
Wednesday. relegation-threat-
ened Everton, impressive Leeds
United, Tottenham Hotspur and
Derby County on the last day of
the season on May 16.

Interestingly, fourth-placed
Leeds. who are bidding for a
place in Europe nexl season,
also appear on the fixture lists
of United and Arsenal, as do
Tottenham Hotspur,

Spurs, who have clinched
their place in Europe next sea-
son by winning the League Cup,
have little else to play for this
season but the Londen clhub re-
gard themselves as ane of the
country's leading sides and will
be difficult opponents.

After their European Cup
semifinal against Juventus in
midweek, United travel to Leeds
on April 25. They then face As-
ton Villa, Liverpool, Middles-
brough, Blackbuin Rovers and
Toltenham.

After Wimbledon, Arsenal
take on Middlesbrough, Derby,
Tottenham, Leeds and Villa.

ATP Tour’s
top twenty

MONACO. Apr ‘19 (Reuters/
Internet): Leading rankings is-
sued by the ATP Tour an Mon-
day {points shown: alongside}):

1. Sampras 3.525
2. Moya 3,388 ¢
. Kafelnikov 3.382
4, Krajicek 3,130
5. Corretja 3 101
6. Rafier 2.978
7. Henrnan 2,033
8. Philippoussis 2,264
9. Kucera 22583
10. Agassi 2.219
11. Martin 2,216
12. Rusedski 2,125
13. Rios 2,125
14. Costa 2,079
15. Engvist 1,951
16, Ivanisevic 1 99
17. Mantilla | 05
18. Johansson 1.650
19. Ruerten 1.631
20, Haas 1,600}

Becker shows his old self

MONTE CARLO.
Apr 19 {Reuiers/
Internet): Boris
Becker s fline
, romance with the
_ ' Monte Carlo Open
blossomed again on Monday
when he beatl last year's finalist
Cedric Pioline in three sets.

The 32-yvear-old part-timer,
playing for the 13tk lime here --
& record be shares with Thomas
Muster and Romanian Ile
Nastase -- won 6-4. 5-7, 6-4
against the French number one,
wito has never braten him.

‘It's nice to be here again.
Everybody's always been very
nice to me," said Becker, who
has lived in the principality.

It was only the third tour-
nament this season for Becker
and he showed he still ranked
among the best as he did two
weeks ago by reaching the Hong
Kong Open final before losing to
Andre Agassi. .

Becker, who has enjoyed his
best elay-court performances
here reaching three finals, had
mainly himsell to blame for
losing one set against local hero
Pioline. | _

Pioline, who had vital ATP
Tour points to defend here,
seized the opportunity to level
at one set each when Becker lost
concentration. The Frenchman
had lost the first in 47 minutes,
Becker breaking him in the
ninth game.

It seemed the match was go-
ing Pioline’'s way at the begin-
ning of the last set as he raced to
a 3-0 lead. But Becker fought
back and again peppered the
lintes with winners te level at 3-
=4

The ninth game of the set
was a nail-biting contest. which
lasted nearly 20 minutes.

But Pioline, who double-
faulted twice, cracked [irst
when Becker returned one of his
smashes with a brilliant loh be-
fore finishing him off at the
net.

Serving for the match. the
German did give his nervous
opponent, winning the final
game te love and the maich in
two hours and 33 minuies,

In the next round. Baoker
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meets another Frenchman, the
in-form Jerome Golmard, who
could become the French num-
ber one here,

Golmard demolished Italian
Davide Sanguinetti 6-1. 6-2.

Another Frenchman, hope-
ful Arnaud Di Pasquale, a fgﬁ
mer junior world champion,
caused the main upset of the day
when he beat Spaniard Alberto
Berasategui, a semifinalist here
last year, 7-6. 5-7. 6-4.

In a clash of rising tennis
stars, German Tommy Haas,
seeded 14th, beat Russian Marat
Sahn 6-4, 6-2.

Haas advances

MONTE CARLCO. Monaco.
Apr 19: German No 1 Tomny
Haas advanced to the second

reund of the dlqs 2.2 aillion
Monte Carto Open onr Mondav
with a convincing 6-4, 2-2 wii

against Russian teenager Marat
Safin, reports AP,

The No 14 seed, appearing at
the Monte Carlo event for the
first time, is looking for a good
run here to serve as a spring-
board for a successful clay-
court seasgn.

"This is my first tournament
on clay for six months.," Haas
said. 'l was in Florida until last
week to practice on clay, but 1
had flu, so my preparations
haven't been great.”

"l really want to play my best
tennis at the Frunc:ﬁ Open this
year." Haas said.

France's Jerome Golmard
and Arnaud Di Pasquale, and
American Vincent Spadea, were
among other early winners
Monday.

Golmard had no problems
against Italy's David San-
pguinettt, with a 6-1, 6-2 Wwin.

Arnaud Di Pasquale had a
tough 7-6 (7-4), 5-7, 6-4, win
against Spain's Alberto Be-
rasategui, while Spadea beat 17-
year-old Swiss player Roger
Federer 7-6 (7-3), 6-0.

Boris Becker was due to play
Marcelo Rios. but Todd Martin's
withdrawal meant a reshuiffle
to the draw.

The German will instead
play French No 1 Cedric Pio-
line.
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