DHAKA TUESDAY, APRIL 20, 1999

EPORTS appeared the
Rnther day in newspapers

that Electricity offices in
different parts of Dhaka cily
were attacked and burnt, rail
and road transports were
stopped and damaged by angry
citizens and police had to open
fire to disperse them. Due to
stoppage of electricity, water
supply was affected in the city.
The continuous hardship in the
absence of electricity and water
has caused frustration and
anger among the people.

State Minister for Energy re-
cently stated in the Parliament
that solution of the present
power crisis will take two to
three years. The shortage of

ower over the last few years
Eas seriously affected the econ-
omy of the country including
local and foreign investments.
The unprecedented power
shortage and the resultant,
loadshedding have hampered
production, employment, ex-
port and import. academic pur-
suit, social order. and what not.

Power is not only used for
domestic purposes but it is more
urgently required in industries,
trade and commerce, institu-
tions and public facilities. Stu-
dents use electricity for their
studies and to prepare for exam-
inations. Last year the Prime
Minister stated in the Parlia-
ment that while 85 per cent of
the population did not yet enj
the benefits of electricity. all
the outcries were being on be-
half of the remaining 15 per
_ cent. It may then be understeod
that the economy of this coun-
try depends more on this 15 per
cent which consume electricity.

[t may be noted that this time
the Minister for power was re-
lieved [rom his responsibilities
in 1998 and the charge of the
ministry was taken over by the
Prime Minister herself. People
were hopeful that their problem
would be solved. But after one
year, the situation has further
deteriorated instead of improv-
ing. Who will be the Scope-goat
now? People are now appre-
hensive ol the émlicy. motive,
inefficiency and also corrup-
tion of the sector.

Water and Power Develop-
ment Authority (WAPDA) was
established by an ordinance in
1958. The departments of Irri-
gation and Electricity were
transferred to WAPDA by the
then government.

After liberation. WAPDA
was bifurcated into two inde-
pendent Boards namf:l% Water
Development Board (WDB) and
Power Development Board
(PDB). The Minister-in-charge
of the Ministry of Power and Ir-
rigation became the chairman
of both FDB and WDB.

During 1972 to 1974
Bangladesh was dependent for
electricity on Kaptai (two units)
and Ashuganj (one unit). Dhaka
city including Gulshan Diplo-
matic Zone used to experience
7-8 hours of load sheddin
daily. Mymensingh town had
a MW supply before liberation
from local generators. After
liberation. only one MW elec-
tricity was available and each
third of the town could get elec-
tricity by rotation. There was
very little electricity in the West
Zones as most of the small

power stations were not in or-
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The i’onwer Problem: Then and Now
by |

The present situation in Bangladesh is definitely much better than that was prevailing in 1974-75. We have got
local and foreign currencies for repair and rehabilitation. A large number of experienced engineers and many
responsible contractors are now available in the country. It is, therefore, not understood why the government has
been taking such a long time to solve the power problem.

der.

The power crisis became
acute due to bombing of
Ashuganj and Siddhirganj

Power stations during the lib-
eration war which could not be
immediately rehabilitated for
want of spare parts. One unit of
Ashuganj Power Station was
brought under operation by
cannibalizing its 2nd unit.
Shahjibazar Power station was
also shutdown for want of spare
parts. The newly independent
country did not have adequate
fund in the budget and foreign
exchange for purchasing spare
parts and to pay for experts. The
communication network, e. g.
roads and bridges were also dis-
rupted during the liberation
war and the movement of heavy
machinery and transmission
materials from Chittagong port
could not be effected as Bhairab
Bridge, bombed during libera-
tion war, could not yet be re-
paired.

The Power System was in the
private sector till 1960 when
WAPDA started taking over
small generators managed by

rivate owners located at dif-
erent district and sub-divi-
sional headquarters. The small
generators were uneconomic
and could not meet the local
demand. The cost of operation,

maintenance and fuel was also
very high. As gas was available
in the eastern zone of the coun-
try, ﬁas based large generators
could be established in the 60s
at Ashuganj, Shahjibazar and
Siddhirganj, Ghorashal Power
Station was started by Russian
{:xgﬁrts in 1967 but it lagged
behind till 1975. :

Mr A R Serniabat, Minister,
was a pragmatic and farsighted
gentleman. He realised the ne-
cessity and urgency for a full-
time Chairman of PDB for the
rehabilitation and expansion
of the power sector. An ex-CSF
officer was selected by him and
posted as Chairman. He brought
back discipline among employ-
ees, organised a good team of
Engineers and inspired them to
devote their sincere services in
the cause of the nation. He went
to Germany to meet the five

manufacturers of the different
types of spares for Ashuganj
Power station and convince

them to supply spares and tech-
nical experts on credit for im-
mediate repair and rehabilita-
tion of the power station to save
the economy of the newly inde-
pendent country. Ashuganj
Power Station was repaired and
rehabilitated in three months
and power supply was resumed

in full capacity. Similarly. the
USAID was approached who
brought spares and technical
experts from the General Elec-
tric Company for rehabilita-
tion of Siddhirganj Power Sta-
tion. Spares were also bruu%ht
from Fiat Co in Italy in the
same manner to rehabilitate
Shahjibazar Power Station.

An Agreement was signed
with the Asian Development
Bank for the establishment of a
40 MW Power Station at
Bheramara on emergency basis.
Earlier another Agreement was
signed between the Govern-
ments of Bangladesh and erst-
while Czechoslovakia for set-
ting up a 110 Megawatt Power
station at Khulna and a 60 MW
Power Station at Sikalbaha in
Chittagong. Bheramara Power
station with a 40 MW capacity
was established in eight
months and the 110 MW Fower
station at Khulna was installed
in one year. A smaller Power
Station was established at
Saidpur. The power generation
problem could thus be solved

-within a short time of one year.

Simultaneously, it was
planned to construct 132 KV
Transmission Lines to connect
districls and sub-divisions with
large power slations. Commu-
nication between Chittagong

and the rest of the country was
disrupted during the liberation
war as Bhairab Bridge was
bombed and broken. Spares and
thousands of tons of materials
were transported by water
transports, truck and different
indigenous means of transport
including bullock and buffalo
carts to complete the construc-
tion of transmission lines be-
tween Ashugan] and My-
mensingh, Jamalpur, Kishore-
garnj and Netrokona in just
eight months. It was previously
estimated to require three to
five years for the construction.
Similarly. Ishwardi, Bogra-
Saidpur-Thakurgoan trans-
mission lines were constructed
in 10 months time. Khulna-
Barisal, Ishwardi-Kushtia,
Faridpur and Khulna-Gopal-

anj lines were also constructed

uring this period of time. In
lwo years, 29 districts and sub-
divisional towns and 282
thanas were connected with the
grid lines ensuring smooth sup-
ply of electricity. At this stage it

was felt that it would not be

possible for PDB to further ex-
tend electric supply to villages.
The Chairman of PDE ap-
proached USAID and convinced
the Director to help set up a Ru-
ral Electrification Board. As
the generation and transmis-

-the completion of the lo

sion problem could be solved in
a record time, the USAID helped
bring NRECA to assist in estab-
lishing the Board. A memoran-
dum of understanding was
signed by the Chairman PDB
with NRECA of USA for this
purpose, Noticing the fast ex-

ansion of electricity in

angladesh, the Government af
the former Soviet Union came
forward to help establish the
General Electric Manufacturing
Plant at Chittagong the plans
{m which had been shelved ear-
ier.

PDB put, heavy pressure on
the Russian experts to expedite
de-
layed power station at Gho-
rashal. The Chairman of PDB
took the Russian Ambassador
by helicopter to Ghorashal and
explained the urgency for im-
mediate completion of the
work. The Russians took one
lgear to computer the Ist unit.

or the 2nd unit they wanted
two years time. It was felt then
that Bangladeshi Engineers had
meanwhile gained enough expe-
rience and could complete the
installation of the 2nd unit
within a much shorter period.
PDB took up the challenge and
sent back the Russians givin
the Ean%ad&shi engineers full
responsibility for the remain-
ing work. They did an excellent
job and completed the project in
10 months.

The electric power system
was constructed and rehabili-
tated in a short time. Two na-
tional grid lines were con-
structed on two sides of the
Padma and Jamuna which were
later connected by an Inter-

. The Buily dhar S

connector in 1979 with assis-
tance from Kuwait, UAE and the

'OPEC. The large number of pro-

jects could be implemented in a
short-time due to the coopera-
tion of all the staff and engi-
neers of the Power Development
Board. They worked as a team
and were dedicated to meet the
challenge of national recon-
struction and economic devel-
opment. The Ministry of Power
and the Planning Commission
also extended full support and
Joined hands to solve ngg day to
day problems regarding formal-
ities and procedures.

The present situation in
Bangladesh is definitely much
better than that prevailing in
1974-75. We have got local and
foreign currencies for repair
and rehabilitation and a good
communication systemn. A Farge
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number of experienced engi-
neers and many responsible
contractors are now available
in the country, It is, therefore,
not understood why the gov-
ernment has been taking such a
long time to solve the power
problem. Immmediately after the
winter season. the power sys-
tem broke down. The le and
the economy both are suffering,

We are frequently hearing about
decisions and directives with
little gmgrtss in implementa-
tion. Some people think that it
is due to the wrong planning,
programming and priorities
that the problems are not going
away.

The writer is an ex-Chair-

man., Power Development
Board and Secretary Ministry
of Energy.

HILDREN are the “future”
ol our country. But are our
children developing
properly? When we talk about a
child's development we often
confuse this with his/her
owth. But a child has both a
dy and a mind. In fact there is
a difference between " physical
rowth™ and "development”.
%}ruwth means to become
physically growing up. It is
more related to nutrition. It
implies to increase in size of
body tissues (quantity).

But “development” means
both physical and mental de-
velopment. In other words we
can say “global development”.
In Bangla, we call it “bikash”.
Development is more related to
function (quali). A child's de-
velopment is broadly deter-
mined by maturation of his/her
central nervous system (brain
and spinal cord). We must know
that, the process of learning in
a child begins at birth. There-
fore lack of parental attention
in the formative years may se-
riously affect the developmen-
tal progress a child is likely to
make.

[n our culture (which is now
abandoned by many young
couples) children live in a joint
family. So, they receive atten-
tion from other members of the
family ( e.g. grandmother,
. grandfather etc.) as well as the
parents.

A baby starts his/her devel-
opmental voyage through six
ways such as visual (seeing), au-
ditory (hearing), performance
skills (holding, manipulating
etc.), gross motor (steadying
head, crawling, seating. stand-
ing etc.), intellect (IQ or
‘buddhi’), and language or
communication [speech, ges-
ture. body movement etc}. Be-
haviour is now considered very
- important for “shishu bikash”
(child development] with the
advent of finding out the func-
tions of some special areas of
brain. It means how a baby
changes from a child's be-
haviour to an adult's one. Pro-
moting child development
means to augment child devel-
opment.

Now the question may arise,
“Do children not develop well
in Bangladesh?” We know that
there are a huge number of
malnourished children in
Bangladesh whose growth and
development (especially psy-

chological and motor]). But do
we know that there is a huge
number nonspecifically devel-
opmentally delayed children
here?

Quality of life: Bangladesh is
one of the pooresi couniries of
the world. But is our culture
poor? We have a glorious his-
tory. heritage, and a rich cul-
ture. This is the only country in
the world where people had sac-
rificed their lives for their
“language”. We have a presti-
gious history of liberation. Our
children have been brought up
in this country in their own
context for centuries sur-
rounded by sisters, brothers,
cousins. aunts, uncles, grand-
mas, grandpas and above all
their parents. This is a unique
culture where people love to live
together. Then why do we need
to promote child development?
Why do we need to think about
quality of life?

We are now passing Lhmuﬁh
a very crucial phase where the
western culture has been badly
overpowering our young people,
haunting their young minds. We
think "West is the best". Many
young couples are following the
western rules of nutrition as
well as child development. They
are deviating away from the
concept of unified old-fash-
joned family. They say joint
family makes people depen-
dent. But in case of chiid devel-
opment we should not forget the
roles of other family members.
Can a paid maid {ulfill the role
of a grandmother? In fact, we
must understand quality does-
n't mean western value. Many
western values are not contex-
tually appropriate for our cul-

ture and socioeconomic condi-
tions.
Now the question may arise,

what is quality of life? Quality
means good or bad not number
or amount. We have lack of re-
sources, wealth, food, educa-
tion, u;:]!:l:ﬂrtunit}' etc, But 1 do
not think that we have lack of
quality. The existing social
structure of our country is still
one of the best in the world. We
have to improve on it. We have
to get rid of some of our super-
stitions, pessimistic outlooks,
patriarchal values, and reli-
gious fanaticism.

We are not even using our
existing resources properly. We
have enough vegetables and
fruits in our gardens and fields.

Giving Priority to Child Development

by Dr. Reaz Mobarak

Child development has a close relationship with nutrition particularly in the context of Bangladesh WflEn:;‘ many
children are undernourished. Deficiency in nutrition both in quality and quantity slows down both child’s
growth and development.

We have enough small fishes in
our rivers. We have enough

milk to breast-feed our babies.

But probably most of us do not
know the utility of these things.
We think imported canned veg-
etables are better, we think
grali)es are better than jujube,
apples are better than guava, big
fish and meat are better than
small fish and pot-milk is bet-
ter than breast-milk. We lack
the concept of balanced food.
Therefore the young mothers
suffer from malnutrition and
give birth to malnourished
children. We need to change our
outlook to restrict women's
marriage before 20, we need to
send more girl children ‘to
school, we need to give women
their deserved rights. Some of
our children are not given
stimulatory toys or offered any
stimulatory play activities.
Many toys remain in the show-
piece cupboard for ages.

How to optimise develop-
ment: The vital factor in this
country, hindering optimal
child development, is nutrition,
QOur children are malnourished
not only because of lack of food
but also because of lack of
knowledge of balanced diet. Re-
searches on child development

int to factors, which are not
ess vital. are maternal age and
maternal education. The main
responsibility of child devel-
opment in this country falls
entirely on the mother. Most of-
ten the mother herself is a child
(i.e. <18 years) not substantially
knowledgeable or emotionall
equipped. Besides child devel-
opment she is also responsible
for cooking and sometimes for
looking after her mother and

father in laws. A child can be a -

very good playmate for a child.
But in this case the child
mother also doesn’t have
enough time to play with her
child. The grandmother mostly
programs the nutrition and
weaning of the child. Mean-
while some tropical bacteria,
viruses and parasites make the
life of the child difficult as well
as the life of the young mother.

 The young mother needs a

very good support for optimis-
ing child's development. She
needs to know about balanced
diet for herself, weaning diet for
her child, utility of breast-milk
and also stimulatory materials
e.g. contextual and age appro-
priate mrs and play activities
for her child. But who is going
to tell this young child mother
all these? Possibly our generic
play therapists and develop-
ment therapists can tell them
(Shishu Bikash Kendro at
Dhaka Shishu Hospital has
been training generic therapists
in collaboration with Institute
of Child Health, London).

Shishu Bikash Kendro-
Dhaka Shishu Hospital: The
Child Development Centre
(Shishu Bikash Kendro) of
Dhaka Shishu Hospital, estab-
lished in '92, is the first of its
kind. The aim of the centre is {0

rovide services Lo children
E’ﬂh developmental disabilities
and neurological impairments
as well as normal children both
in the outpatient clinics as well
as inpatient department A mul-
tidisciplinary team of profes-
sional comprising of develop-
mental paediatricians, psy-
chologists, developmental and
play therapists, nutritionists.
ophthalmologists provide key
services to the child and he
family. Different professionals
from different disciplines work
together here without consider-
ing hierarchy and ego. The
long-terin goal of the program
is to improve functional skills
and adaptive behaviour in chil-
dren. Filty per cent of the chil-
dren come from Dhaka and the
rest come from outside. The
services of the centre includes
outpatient neuro-developmen-
tal screening, inpatient care of
acute neurological cases and
follow up, community projects
for the adjacent Agargaon slum,
general assessment clinics,
epilepsy services, developmen-
tal therapy clinics. low vision
clinics, retina clinics, psychol-
DF)* clinics. feeding and dietetic
clinics, and orthopedic clinics
[for sealing and positioning).

Developmental
examination of young
and disabled children :
Improving present
skills

The art of developmental ex-
amination includes hints on
making and maintaining a so-
cial relationship with a young
child, encouraging her to give
the best under experimental
condition. Stages of develop-
mental examination includes a)
history of pregnancy, puer-
purium, family, milestones and

‘parent’'s own view of develop-

Patricia Sonksen. a

ment, and b) tests of language
development, performance
skills, hearing and vision and
gross motor development.
Causes of slow development in-
clude a) conditions inside the
head (i) brain small or not com-
plete and {ii) damage to brain,
and b) conditions outside head
(i) one kind of disability [e+§+ vi-
sual impairment) makes doin
and exploring things more dif-
ficult and (ii) lack of full use of
brain (e.g. not enough stimula-
tion).

A weeklong training course
on “Developmental examina-
tion of normal and disabled
children” was conducted in
February this year at the
Bangladesh Protibondhi Foun-
dation Special School. The par-
ticipants of the course were
from various disciplines of de-
velopmental Fae iatrics e.g,
doctors, psychologists, thera-
pists and special schoolteach-
ers. The participants came from
Dhaka Shishu Hospital Child
Development and Neurology
Unit, Kalyani Special School,
BIRDEM, ICDDR, B and Chit-
tagong Shishu Hospital. The
course was a joint venture of
Child Development and Neu-
rology Unit, Dhaka Shishu
Hospital and British Council,
Dhaka Link Programme, Dr.
noted
British developmental paedia-
trician from the Neuroscience s

unit, Institute of Child Health.
London. UK. conducted the

COLIrse,

This training program was
highly valued as because these
trainees will be training hun-
dreds of professionals in course
of time. They will go to their
workplaces and disseminate
the information learned. They
will also go to the rural centres
to train the mothers and other
[amily members .of the rural
children. They will work also to
creale a pressure group to
change the attitude of people
towards disability.

Nutrition and
Development:
“Feeding is a learning

experience”

Child development has a
close relationship with nutri-
tion particularly in the context
of Bangladesh where many:
children are undernourished.
Deficiency in nutrition both in
quality and quantity slows
down both child's growth and
development. A poorly nour-
ished mother, if continued to be
fed poorly during pregnancy,
gives birth to small and prema-
ture babies., Poor socio-eco-
nomic condition affects growth
and development. Our subtropi-
cal climate encourages some
diseases to affect both mother
and child development. Young
mothers are confused by the
propaganda of canned milk
products and weaning cereals.
Nowadays most mothers use
'Fish-pash" or “khichuri” for
their child’s weaning. We have
mentioned before that for a
child, “feeding is a learning ex-
perience”. During each meal a
child eéxplores new ideas form
his/her food. The colour of the
food. smell, texture, size and
shape, and taste of the food are
new ideas for the child. They
learn the dilference between
two food materials, with colour
she pets the concept of colour
difference, taste diflerence that
is important for the develop-
ment of her brain. Pish-pash or
kchichuri or cereal meal cannot
help the child with this.

These food items could be
highly nutritious which is good

for their physical growth, but
not for their psychnln%_ical de-
velopment. The same food ev-
eryday is also boring for a

child. The mother finds it eas-

ier to feed the child without giv-

ing any cue or any time to let
the child swallow the food ma-

terial and also to realise its

taste. During this type of hur-

ried feeding, some children are
choked, Some mothers deliber-

ately do not show the food to the

child apprehending that the

child is not going to take the

food. Sometimes the meal place
is very bleak and flat without

any coloured painting or mate-

rials, without any stimulatory
toys for children.

Many middle and upper
middle class miothers leave this
important and “boring” job to
housemaids, We must think to
stop pish-pash, kichuri or ce-
real culture , which has been
affecting the development of
our children’'s brain. For cen-
turies our children have been
eating seasonal fruits and veg-

etables e.g. mango. jackfruit,

black berry, shak-aloo (a kind -

of potato), sweet potatoes etc., -

and have gained both nutrition
and pleasure out of it. Can't we
revive these practices again?

Seating and feedlngnfyumﬂ
children: For both a norm
and physically disabled child

sitioning is important d
eeding, otherwise the'chil
cannot eat properly. Proper
seating also encourages the
child's other pathways of de-
velopment e.g. communication.
A two-day course on “Seating
and fee:ding of young children
with disabilities” was held
from 26-27 February, 1999 al
the Bangladesh Protibondhi
Foundation Special School,
Kalyani auditorium organised
by Shishu Bikash Kendro,
Dhaka Shishu Hospital spon-
sored by British Council Link
Programme. Allison Wisbeach,
Chief Occupational Therapist,
Great Omrond Street Hospital
conducted the course for Sick
Children, Institute Child
Health, London. The partici-
pants came from Dhaka Shishu
Hospital-Child Development
and Neurology Unit, Kalyani
Special School, Centre for Re-
habilitation of the Paralysed
(CRP). Savar and Chittagong
Shishu Hospital.

Learning from this course
our therapists, nurses, psychol-

ogists special schoolteachers
and doctors are going to dissem-
inate these information to the
mothers and c vers of both
normal and disabled children
in Dhaka and outside. Feeding
and seating are two vital events
in a child's life. For a child
these two tasks are very impor-
tant, The caregivers should not
compromise with these two
items while taking care of a
child or she will seriously jeop-
ardise the developmental
progress the child is likely to
make.

Conclusion: Shishu Bikash
Kedro or Child developmental
Centre at Dhaka Shishu Hospi-
tal is a centre where a child ei-
ther a normal or disabled is as-
sessed and treated through a
holistic multidisciplinary ap-

roach. Various professionals
rom the field of developmental
and disability including social
workers éuintly work at this
centre. Experts from other
countries like UK, US, Canada
etc., come to this centre for a di-
verse experience. The centre
lacks resources and equipment,
sometimes the centre stumbles
with monetary problems. We
haven't got an electroen-
cephalogram machine to help
us in classifying various kinds
of epilepsy. We haven't got
neuro-metabolic and genetic
screening devices. Against all
these odds the degartment has
been striving hard to stand on
it's own feet. SBK is now trying
to disseminate and appropri-
ately replicate its services
throughout Bangladesh. A simai-
lar centre was established in
Chittagong Shishu Hospital
with efforts of SBK. Dhaka
Shishu Hospital.

We intend to establish simi-
lar child development centres
in other districts also. The poli-
cymakers both at government
and non-government Ilévels
need to consider this with
thoughtfulness. Child develop-
ment should be an important
component of our National
Health Policy. ~

The writer is Developmental
Paediatrician. Child Develop-

ment and Neurology Unit,
Dhaka Shishu Hos He ac-
knowledges Doro F. Egan’'s

Developmental Examination of
Infants and Pre-schoel Chil-

“dren for information. .
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indications of some
improvement. poverty.in °

Bangladesh still remains over-
whelming and ubiquitous. Ac-
cording to recent government
figures, about half the popula-
tion of Bangladesh is poverty-
stricken. The proximate causes
of widespread poverty are lack
of productive employment op-
portunities, insufficient and
narrowly based growth of the
economy and, more impor-
tantly, highly skewed owner-
ship of productive resources in-
cluding land and an absence of

pro-poor policy regime. Added

to this are frequent occurrences
of natural calamities of severe
magnitude and scale which
erode resource bases of the af-
fected people. The benefit of
~growth is yet to appreciably

trickle down to the poor. Initia-
tives for capacity building of
the poor through education and
skill development, training and
institutional credit. facilities
are largely inadequate.

In our society, which is
overwhelmingly male domi-
nated, women are subject te
deep-rooted discrimination and
deprivation. Discrimination
against women is not only
widespread but also institu-
tionalised in patriarchal ide-
ologies, laws biased against
women and age-old customs.
Patriarchal ideology influences
and shapes the sexual division
of labour. In our country gender
inequality not only impedes
economic and social develop-
ment through limitation of ac-
cess of half the country's popu-
latton to economic activities,
but also promotes injustice and
domestic violence against
women. Women are often
viewed as powerless and depen-

—

dent on men noi only for liveli-
hood but also for social protec-
tion and security. Alt uu%h
women have been officially
recognized as key in the process
of development. they are hardly
represented at national level in
formulating development poli-
cies, programmes and projects.
Wormen's representation in na-
tional politics, government or-
ganisations and ministries is
also very limited.

Since its inception in 1976,
Samata, a non-governmental
local development organisation
of Pabna has been working to
alleviate poverty and for em-
powerment of the poor through

‘creating unity and solidarity

among them. It believes in
equal rights of both men and
women and that real progress
could not be achieved in
Bangladesh without female par-

ticipation in development ac- .

tivities. Resource is the main
component of development and
there are three kinds of re-
sources in our country — human
resource, natural resource and
power sector's resource. In de-
veloping human resources,
Samata puts the focus on gender
rather than on women as it is
the responsibility of both the
sexes. It focuses on gender so
that needs of women are not ne-
glected.

Women have less access to
power, skill, education and
other facilities so they are very
poor. So the poverty of women
can be faced through coordinate
gender activities which will
promote the legality of the issue
of disadvantaged men and
women. ,

Samata has been imple-
menting the following activities
to alleviate poverty and for
empowerment of the disadvan-

Although women have
been officially recognized
as key in the process of
development, they are
hardly represented at
national level in
formulating development
policies, programmes and
projects. Women's
representation in national
politics, government or-
ganisations and ministries
is also very limited.

taged women:

Institution Building: Women
participants form groups and
once the groups are formed
workers help them develop
group discipline, such as fixing
a week day for meeting, forming
a management committee,
monitoring rate of savings etc.
Group leaders and members
also receive different es of
awareness and skill develop-
ment trainings.

Social and Economic Activ-
ities: Women often suffer re-
pression and leglg.}ll measures
need to be taken. The organisa-
tion has legal aid facilities for
women. Usually they try to
solve the Frublem locally
through "Vil a%e Salish"” and
also mutually. If that fails the
organisation's lawyer provides
legal help to socially repressed
womern. Women groups have

stopped teenage marriage and '

all of them send girls to
schools. Women are now in-
volved in family based eco-

a
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men in a Pabna village observing International Women's Day: Growing awareness

nomic activities, They get
training in homestead garden-
ing, nursery, fisheries and live-
stock raising. Some of them use
the loan money for some non-
traditional trades.

Action Committee: As a
strategy to work on gender, the
organisation formed two
women action committees in
two villages, each with 20
members, from the beneficia-
ries. The women action com-
mittee is working like a watch-
dog in respective working area,
The activities of the committees
are: i) to conduct salish at the

‘village level; ii) to ensure edu-

cation for female child; lii) to

resist polygamy: iv) to work

against dowry, V) to work
against torture and violence
against women. ‘

As yet, this committee has
solved 70 cases and there are 6
on-going cases. Besides, this
committee has registered 17
cases about different types ol
women torture in the local
court,

Education : Edu-
cation is the key element of ef-
fective community develop-
ment. Thus the organisation
has been'implementing gender
equity based education pro-
gramme from its inception to

Towards Gender Developmeht: An Example

create an illiteracy-free society.,
It has been implementing func-|
tional education programme,
non-formal primary education
programme, mass education
programme and reflect educa-
tion programme for adult and
children where female got spe-
cial priority with the assistance!
from DNFE (Bangladesh Gov-
ernment), BRAC, Bread for the
World (Germany), Novib
(Netherlands) and Reflect coor-
dination unit to Action Aid,
Bangladesh. Presently Samata
has n operating 50 schools
for fernale students.

Human Development Pro-
gramme: Human resources are

the main strength of all devel-
opment activities. With this
idea in mind the organisation
holds a series of human devel-
opment training programmes
for female staff and female
group members. Besides it also
organizes different types of
skill development tr pro-

amme such as plant nursery,
%tchen gardening, fisheries,
livestock rearing and as women
are half shareholders of the
agricultural land they do re-
ceive some training in land use,
land management and crop
agriculture and non-traditional
trades.

Health Programme: Samata
has been providing health ser-
vice to t]l:',l
women and dren for a regu-
lar payment of Tk 5 per month:
Beneficiaries mostly get advi-
sory services, a prescription
and. a small quantity of
medicine. Health advocacy in-
cludes advice on use of sanitary
latrine and drinking water
from tubewell and on general
household sanitation. .-

Credit Programme: The or-

anisation, as part of its pro-
uctive activities for employ-
ment creation commenced the
RLF. It has been operating to ex-

tend credit support for creation

of income and employment op-
portunities for poor group
members of whom 80 per cent
are female. Last year it dis-
bursed a loan of 90 lakh to
support agricultural and small
non-traditional trade initia-

Establishing Women's Land

ts: The organisation recog-
nised huge amount of public
property in its working areas
and started movement for re-
covering and distributing this
property by organizing the

e poor especially”

landless poor. From the begin-
ning, women have been actively
involved in the movement.
They have given the lead in
some cases and have suffered
torture. But when Khas lands
were recovered, women did not
have any ownership in the dis-

" tribution due to existing laws.

After that Samata started to
mobilise people to create public
demand to establish equal
share for men and women on
khas land. As a result of its per-
-sistent lobbying with the gov-
ernment, the government
adopted Land Reform Constitu-
tion in 1986. Samata is the first
NGO in Bangladesh to imple-
ment this law. As yet, it has dis-
tributed 1705 acres of khas land
among the landless poor.
Among them half are women.
Empowerment: For the em-
powerment of women, Samata
provided necessary suppurt to
17 female candidates Irom its
area in the last Union Parishad
Election '97 where 15 have been
elected. Besides, to ensure their
activities in the Union
Parishad, it has formed two
thana based "Elected Female UP
Members Forum" at Santhia
and Sujanagar thana in Pabna
district and two more are in the
process of being formed.
Housing Programme: From
this year Samata has started
housing pru{ects in six thanas
of Pabna district with assis-
tance from Housing Fund of
Bangladesh Bank. Under this
project 600 hotuises (100 houses
per thana) will be built for poor
rural men and women. It will
transfer these houses to the
husband and wife with joint-
ownership. Wives will have half
the ownership of these houses. |
The writer is Programme
Coordinator, Samata
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