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Escalating Arms Race at Our Doorstep

Now that both of them possess nuclear arsenals, the
cannot be ruled out. Under such a scenario, Bang
it is in our interest to strongly condemn the
both India and Pakistan.

‘conflict. Hence

possibility of a catastrophe in the region
ladesh will not be immune from the fallout of the
purposeless arms race being pursued by

LMOST a year after un-

dermining international

norm against nuclear
test .explosiens. India and Pak-
istan have once again lested a
series of nuclear-capable mis-
siles in the Jlatest round of tit-
lor-tat tests.

India test-fired a surface-to-
air missile Trishul in response
to Pakistan's testing of Sha-
heen-1 and Ghauri-2 missiles
within a span of 24 hours. Pak-
istan, on the other hand, had
carried out the tests in response
to India’s initial tesi of an Agni-
II medium range missile,

The latest tests prove the
ability of both countries to
move well beyond the initial
stages of nuclear-weapons de-
velopment. The tests were fol-
lowed by government an-
nouncements reiterating their
support for a "truly comprehen-
sive international arrangement
which would prohibit testing of
all weapons'.

Last year. by conducting sue-
cessful underground nuclear
tests, India and Pakistan
openly flexed their nuclear
muscle in an attempt 1o join the
world's most exclusive club of
five acknnwl:dj;ed nuclear pow-
ers: the United States, Russia,
China, France, and Great
Britain. The aftermath saw a
spectrum of international reac-
lion ranging from expressing
concerns, condemnation to im-
position of economic sanctions.

The lalest round of tests .

have also unleashed a barrage
-0l immeédiate condemnation
from different countries, De-
spite adverse international re-
action, both: Indians and Pak-
_istanis have reacted with un-
derstandable pride and glee and
viewed it as a milestone for
their respective countries,
~The government of Bangla-
desh has so far been lukewarm
in its response. Any escalation
of tension between these two
countries should be a source of
major concern for us. With both
countries flexing their nuclear
muscle, and given the history of
unstable governments always
lrying to find foreign scape-
goals for diveriing the attention
{from their internal shortcom-
ings, it will not be surprising if
the arms race one day escalates
into an armed conflict between
these two -countries. Now that
both of them possess nuclear
arsenals, the possibility of a
catastrophe in the region can-
not be ruled out. Under such a
scenario, Bangladesh will not
be immune from the fallout of
the conflict. Hence it is in our
interest to strongly condemn
the purposeless arms race bein
pursued by both India and Pak-
istan,  ® 4
The tests have to some extent
detracted from the sense of op-
timism that pervaded the La-
hore summit between Nawaz
Sharif and Atal Beharl Vaj-
payee. We can see a return fo
some of the hostile rhetoric
that has for many years charac-
‘terised the relations between
these two countries. .
It remains to be seen how the
tests will affect their future re-
lationship. Only recently they

have entered a period of detente

symbolised by a growth in
sporting, cultural and diplo-
matic exchanges, It is also in-
teresting to note that both coun-
tries have tipped each other off
belore they carried out their re-
spective tests, in keeping with a
key point in the Lahore Decla-
ration. i

Despite recent improve-
ments in relations and given
the absence of any immediate
cause for tension between these
two countries, the question is:
why did India conduect the ini-
tial test that appears to have
launched the two countries on a
path towards a full-blown arms
race? |

Avid followers of the Indian
political scene will not be
tremendously surprised by the
recent turn of events, The BJP
government has been forthright
about ils nucleir intentions.
The election platform of the
BJP clearly stated its intention

to reevaluate the country's nu-
clear policy and exercise the
option to develop nuclear
weapons, if necessary,

The timing of the test is also
not unexpected. It would greatly
help the fragile coalition of the
Vajpayee government who had
been preparing to face a no-
confidence vote in the Parlia-
ment. They hoped to generate
enough public sentiment and
support to sway the vote in the
Parliament in their favour.

Moreover, the tests also in-
dicate the Vajpayee governmen-
U's approach to the critical de-
bale regarding the comparative
advantage of nuclear deterrence
versus conventional forces, and
the opportunity costs of nuclear
weapons development versus
economic reforms. It appears
that the advocates of nuclear
and missile development in In-
dia have gained significant
grounds, taking advantage of
the BJP's stated ‘policy of an a%-
gressive nuclear and missile
programme,

The ongoing arms race be-
tween these two countries has
already earned the sub-conti-
nent the dubious reputation to
be one of the world's most likely
nuclear battlegrounds. India,
the first country to propdse a
ban on nuclear testing, has so
far refused lo sign both the Nu:
clear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) and the Comprehensive
Tesl-Ban Treaty (CTBT). India's

«decision to refraimn from signing

anﬁ' non-proliferatiorf treaty
refiect its view that acceptance
of a total test ban would lead to
surrender of its nuclear option
before the world's acknowledged
nuclear powers had accepted its
insistence on global nuclear
disarmament, and certainly

before Pakistan had dem?n-

NDONESIA is approaching a
general election to be held in

une next. A year ago, the
country was ruled by a dictator,
Suharto, whose military kept
an iron grip on the scattered
archipelago. Politics then, was
a joke. Suharto allowed only
three parties to function, his
own and their platforms were
pre-determined,

Today. with Suharto in
forced retirement. and the far-
flung provinces being gradually
de-militarised, some 140 politi-
cal parties have materialised to
contest the upcoming general
election in June, which is con-
sidered to be the country's first
genuine electoral exercise since
1955, 'Reformasi’ (reform) is the
national slogan at present. If
all goes well, Indonesia, with a
population of 210 million and
an estimated 120 million eligi-
ble voters, could become the
world's third-most populous
democracy, after India and the
United States.

The election campaign is al.

ready reported 1o be building
upstrearn ACross Lthe
archipelago, from the tiny
hamlets in Sumatra to the ma-
jor cities of Java, candidates
are setting up local headquar-
ters. Megawati Sukarnoputri,
daughter of Indonesia's fabled
ruler Sukarno, has kicked off
her campaign lately. While the
next three-and-half months
will see many campaign
promises, political partner-
ships and shifting fortunes, it
will also be a time of trepida-
tion and national breath-
hﬂldinﬁ.
In the context of the general
election, some very pertinent
questions have been raised. Can
the nation:re-invent itself in
the short period of time left to
the run-up to the election with
virtually no democratic experi-
ence and few truly national in-
stitutions? The loosening of
Suharto's control has already
resulted in ‘waves of violence
against minorities, migrants
and soldiers in several parts of
the country. Lately there have
been some unsavoury develop-
ments.

In January last, the govern-
ment of President B J Habihie
announced that East Timor
might be given independence if
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" zero and sign
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pes and Fear
Indonesia's Election

strated that it was prepared to
jeltison its nuclear capability.
Clting India's refusal, Pakistan
hasn't signed the treaties either.

After last year's nuclear
tests, both India and Pakistan
had announced their intention
to sign the CTBT by September

* 1999, Perhaps the best indica-

tor of a long téerm rap-
gruchment between them will
e seen later this year when the
time to sign the Treaty comes
up. If by then there is still an
atmosphere of tension and lack
of trust between New Delhi and
Islamabad, it is possible that
both sides could refuse to sign.
Given the existing situation,
what do the luture hold for us in
this region? The internation-
ally renowned Institute for Na-
tional Strategic Studies in a re-
cent study have identified four
possible outcomes in the arms
race between these two coun-
tries:
‘Rollback” — India and Pak-

istan are persuaded to roll back .

their nuclear programmes to
e non-prolifera-
tion lreal?':

"Declaration and Escala-
tion" — Both countries deter-

mine that the current state of

non-weaponised deterrence is

no longer sustainable and
henee declare their nuclear
status and accelerate their nu-
clear weapons and missile pro-
grammes;

"Status Quo" — Maintenance
of a limited ambiguous nuclear
status, with both countries re-

fusing to accept the non-prolif-
eration treaty; and

"Regional Deterrence" — De
facto acknowledgment of quasi-
nuclear status for both coun-
tries, with adoption of a new in-
ternational and regional ap-
proach to contain the two pro-
grammes at current levels.

Prospects of a rollback are
virtually nil. Both India and
Pakistan have determined that
re-
quirements are well-served by
at least the potential of a nu-
clear deterrent.

The second outcome, the
most alarming of the four,
would place the sub-continent's

. security on a hair trigger with
‘whemptation for both.countries

to decide upon 4 first strike ina

crisis. Phée latest event suggests
that the two countries may be
moving in this direction. As
states with nuclear weapons,
monitoring of their nuclear
programmes would be precluded
even in the unlikely event that
they are admitted to the Non-
Proliferation Treaty as

. weapons state. This is because

states with nuclear weapons are
effectively protected from

. scrutiny under the Treaty.

Until last year. the 'Statlus -

by A S M Nurunnabi

it so chooses. Next. the govern-
ment allowed separatist leader
Xanana Gusmao to trade his
jail cell for house arrest in cen-
tral Jakarta, where he'll be able
to ¢ntertain supporters and [or-
eig dif:n]muuls, The threat of
internal squables among polit-
ical groups to fish in troubled
waters following independence,
if granted, looms large in East
Timor.

According to keen observers,
once in full swing, the election
campaign ‘is unlikely to be
peaceful. The country is now in
the depths of an economic
meltdown; the economy has
shrunk 13.5 per cent and the
number of unemployed totals
about 20 million. The army of
civil servants who long bene-
fited from membership in
Suharto's ruling Golkar party

continue to pull the levers of

administrative power. Some
analysts see il as a fight be-
tween Lhose who want lo re-es-
tablish democracy and those
who want to suppress the people
and take away their
sovereignty  In other words,
there was fear that Suharto's
crowd isn't as vanquished as it
nad appeared to be. There
should be no overlooking the
fact that Suharto is still in
power.

This may perhaps be an ex-
aggeration but it needs be un-
derstood that at a time of politi-
cal transition with no obvious
precedent, such apprehension
may not be quite pointless. Un-
like other cases of transition to
democracy, for example, in In-
dia and the Philippines, In-
donesia is more unwieldy. Its
lransition with Suhartio's
hand-chosen successor, Habi-
bie, governing mostly under the
dictator's laws, has been less
than decisive. Therefore, there
is strong feeling in some quar-
ters that the country is in for a
larger muddle.

Observers, however take
note that the biggest sign of
progress so far is that the June
elections will be conducted un-
der enlightened electoral laws
passed last month, For the first

time in decades, anyone can’

slart a political party, and can-
didates will no longer have to be
approved by Jakarta's intelli-
gence agency. The country's 5

£

million civil servants have
been. formally relieved of their
duty to vote l'gr Golkar. In draft-
ing the new electoral laws,
inembers of the house of repre-
sentatives conceded two major
points to Habibie and the ruling
elite: they allowed the military
lo retain 38 appointed members
in the house-still a big reduc-
lion from the 75 seats reserved
under Suharto and ensured that
government representatives
will equal those of political
parties on the important Elec-
tion Commission. Certain
anomalies. however, still re-
main. Indonesia's private -TV
stations, far from being inde-
pendent, are still owned by
Suharto's children and two
cronies. But electoral liberali-
sation has come a long way fast,

Currently there are four
main parties, distinguished less

by ideology than by the person-
aﬁi.ies of %eir leacl]’érs.

The main contending parties
are : The PDI or Indonesian
Democralic Struggle Party led
by Megawati. She has lately
been keeping a low profile. Less
shy is Amien Rais, a pro-Mus-
lim candidate who joined the
student protests in May last
and, more recently showed up at
the World Economic Forum in
Switzerland to display himself
lo the global elite as a potential
Indonesian leader. His party is
the National Mandate Party.
The third contending political
party is the National Awkening
Party of moderate Muslim
leader Abdur Rahaman Wahid
who is popular as well. Mang' of
his followers are, however, baf-
fled by his increasing closeness
to the reclusive former Presi-
dent Suharto, whom he visited
a number of times since last De-
cember. Next in importance is
the Golkar Party which can
probably hold on to a sizeable
share of the national vote-es-
pecially in remote areas where
other groups have yet to estab-
lish a presence. Through the
decades, it became a vast um-
brella shielding a variety of in-
terests: Suharto's, Habibie's and
those of cronies, civil servants,
and most importantly, the still
powerful military. If civil ser-

vants decide not to vote for

Golkar this time, the party
could lose those 5 million votes.

s about

resentatives is elected next

- ficials, along

just wait and see how Indonesi-

Quo’ outcome had worked effec-
tively for both countries. Nei-
ther country had felt the obliga-
tion to openly undertake a
massive programme Lo move
from a capability to fully devel-
oping nuclear weapons. how-
ever, after crossing-the nuclear
Rubicon in May 1998, events in
the sub-continent have shown
that this mutual self-restraint
is unlikely to be sustained in
the near future.

The final outcome of "re-
gional deterrence” may be the
most viable long-term strategy
to improve stability and even-
tually lead to mutual realisa-
tion that nuclear proliferation
may not be in the best interest
of either countries. Focusing on
the reassurance of both coun-
tries, in order to persuade them
to freeze current programmes
rather than escalate, would re-
quire extensive diplomalic ne-
gotiation between the two gov-
ernments, with encouragement
and participation by foreign
countries and/or international
organisations.

An integral component of
such reassurance would be
sharing of intelligence data
between the two countries
thereby addressing the more

alarming aspects of prolifera-
ion by refuling alarming and
inaccurate reports. This would
help to minimise any misap-
prehension in these two coun-
lries about transparency. Such
sharing of intelligence ‘data is
not new for either India or
Pakistan. Sharing of intelli-
gence data during the Indo-Pak-
istan crises in 1987 and 1990
helped to dispel inaccurate re-
ports which were agitating both
sides. and helped avoid escala-
tion into conflict.

Given the historical lack of
lrust between these two coun-
tries. adopting this approach
will not be easy, and will re-
quire some readjustment of ex-
isting thinking about nuclear- |-
prolileration strategies. How-
ever. it seems to be the only vi-
able way of diffusing a ‘major
securily threat not only to the
innocent billion people in the
sub-continent. but also to the
overall security of the region.

On previous occasions.
Sheikh Hasina had-used her of-
fice in trying to persuade the
leaders of the two countries to
settle their differences. This '
may be another opportunity for
her to try to convince them the
irrationality of their approach
lowards a nuclear arms race.
The earlier they understand the
lolly of their decision, the bet-
ter it is for evéryone in the re-
gion. ;

The nightmare of a global
nucléar exchange between the
superpowers has receded with
the end of the Cold War, But nu-
clear weapons and the race by
smaller powers to acquire them
remain a major security threat
to the world. The continued
pursuit of higher nuclear
weapons capability by both New
Delhi and Islamabad under-
score the view that both coun-
tries find nuclear deterrence a
more essential strategy now
than during the Cold War.
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Student activists tend to
view Habibie and Golkar as the
biggest threat to democracy. A
radical student group leader ex-
pressed his suspicion by saying:
‘How can you expect a corrupt
government to carry out a clean
election?"

When the new house of rep-

June, it seems sure to be split
among a number of parties.
Then the big democratic gamble
will begin. Indonesia's next
president will be elected by the
700-member People's Consulta-
live - Assembly, which com-
rises the house's 462 elected of-
with the mili-
tary’'s 38 appointed members,
and 200 additional figures rep-

resenting regions and interest
groups. With power split among
at least four parties, appointed
military' legislators and others,
the most important elements of
jousting, cajoling, bribing and
threatening will begin in the
run-up to the presidential race.
In these circumstances, we may

a's ﬂln%with democracy works
out in the end.

In the opinion of analysts,
for Indonesia, the stakes have
never been higher., Against the
backdrop of an economic crisis
and spreading civil violence,
the country is said to be moving
closer towards concluding the
shaky post-Suharto transition.
When Indonesia goes to the

olls in June, its people will
ave an opportunity to throw
the ruling Golkar party out of
ower. And when national par-
ﬂamentarians and others con-
vene in October to elect a new
President, there is a chance that
they would choose a credible
and legitimate leader, If all of
this happens, there will be re-
newed confidence-not only in
Indonesia's ability to restore
law and order, but also in its
Ernspects as a viable place to do
usiness. New vigour will fur-
ther come into play to try to
turn the tide of economic crisis
now bedeviling the country.

But what if Indonesia fails?
It is considered by many that
this is the country's last chance
to check waves of violence and
money-politics threatening
hopes for a free election.
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With Gen Musharraf, one can be su
~ the PM must correct this anomaly
uncertainty to rest. The Armed Forces

re of one thing: reform will take weeks,
now on his advice and put all spe
must have one Commander; the PM

issue immediately without delay,

not years. One feels that
culation as well as
must make this a settled

O NE of the living beings I
respect most in this world
is Gen Sharif, the first
Chairman of the Joint Chiels of
Staff Committee [(JCSC). Not
only is he upright and correct
but also_he remains one of our
finest military minds. For
many of us, Gen Sharif remains
the role model of a professional
soldier par excellence. Unfor-
tunately. like MacArthur, he
has chosen the adage, "old sol-
diers never die. they simply
lade away", |

Therefore, he mostly keeps
his own counsel and does not
lind it professionally responsi-
ble to publicly comment on var-
ious issues. However, it is al-
ways a privilege to listen to his
mature, considered views in
private, particularly about
Higher Defence Organisation
(HDOJ. the concept of which he
conceived and authored in the
early '70s. In brief, Gen Sharif
has always been a strong advo-
cate of the necessity of a supe-
rior HQ to control the three
Services, both in peacetime and
during war. While agreeing
with him about the imperatives.
one begs to disagree with him
on one vital issue, the question
of who is to command the
JCSC.

The PM has recently cor-
rected two grave anomalies in
the defence structure. First of
all he has filled the post of the
Chairman JCSC, albeit tem-
porarily for a period of one year
with acting Charge, and second
and more important. he hac
opted for giving the charge to
the Land Forces Commander,
which is as it should be. Gen
Sharif wanted the Chairman's
slot rotated among the three
Services, primarily to give the
smaller Services the feeling of a
vested stake in a coordinated
command echelon and to avoid
Lthe feeling of being a perennial
minority. While the basic feel-
ing ol Gen Sharif on the issue to
create goodwill by apportion-
ing of the command hat in turn
Is commendable, regretfully it
is not practical.

Both airpower and
seapower have a vital role to
play in the defence of the coun-
try. As Lhe recent two major
conllicts, the Gulf War and the
ongoing Balkans war have
shown, air power has a major
influence on the eourse of bat-
tle. both to fulfil strategic objec-
lives, Airpower has been
backed by seapower. not only
firing Cruise missiles and
launching attack aireraft but
moving men and material con-
5idera%le distances. However,
the holding of ground can only
be accomplished by ground
troops. Both in the Gulf and
now in the Balkans, it is the
deployment of ground attack
helicopters backed by troops
that will have bearing on the
ultimate course of the battle.

In the Gulf, it brought about
a swift Iraqi capitulation. In
the Balkans however, the limits
of strategic bombing, even on a
massive scale, has not brought
Milosevic to hlis knees or
stopped the ethnic cleansing of
Kosovo. The introduction of
Apache helicopters against en-
emy tank and troop concentra-
tions will see some elfects on
the Serbian resolve to cleanse
all muslims from their hearth
and home. In the deplo
air, sea and now lan
one vital
NATO Commander-in-Chief
has gone unnoticed. As always,
NATO's military boss is an
Army man. in this case Gen
Wesley Clark. The reason is
that NATO has always envis-
aged primarily a land war in
Europe and as such it is neces-
sary to have a Land Forces
Commander to head all the
three Services. both adminis-
tratively and operationally.
The NATO C-in-C is also the
Ground Forces Commander.

forces,

ent of

point as to, who is the

gineers, electrical and mechan-
ical engineers as well as Con-

trol and Reporting personnel

from the PAF, engineers in
naval vessels etc all line up to
become Chiefs in their respec-
tive Services,

In the Army, the COAS can
only be from one of the fightin
arms; Armour, Infantry an :
Artillery. There are excellent
officers from Engineers, which
may even be counted by some as
a fighting arm; EME, ASC,
Ordnance, Army Aviation, etc.
What about their "feelings" be-
cause they cannot become
COAS? We should be very clear
about the issue, the Chairman
JCSC should be from the Army.
This would avoid later heart-
burning among possible con-
tenders in the Air Force and the
Navy. Admiral Fasih Bokhari

is a very fine professional mili- |

tary man, maybe he could have
filled the slot. but could we take
the chance against the country's
survival? '

Why have a single person be

Despite the vital role of the
Navy in protecting our sea
frontier and the air force to
keep control over our airspace,

any war with our enemy India
will primarily be a land war.

. AAs such. it is the Army General,

like in NATO, , who is the
Ground Forces Commander,
who must have absolute control
over the Armed Forces of the
country. He is the person who
must call the shots, not only in
wartime but also in ‘peacetime,
to ensure that during times of
crisis the three Services are co-
ordinated towards a sin% mis-
sion: the defence of Pakistan.
The mission dictates the de--
ployment of forces. While it is
true that cost dictates the size of
the lorces, particularly high
cost ones like the Air Force and
the Navy, the overall concept of
threat perception in Pakistan is
to have adequate land forces to
counter possible enemy threat
on the ground on different axes.

Neither the Air Force Chief
nor the Naval Chief would have
the inherent professional
knowledge of land conditions
equivalent.to that of a Corps
Commander.

As such it would be a luxury,
just because of their feelings, o
rotate the hat of the Chairman
JCSC among them.  One feels;
that the survival of the country
is more important than any-
one's feelings. If we were to ac-
cept such a theory then why not

“ have doctors, aeronautical en-

write from Karachi

both the Chairman JC3C and

the COAS? The reason is that

the Chairman JCSC must be
hands-on commander of the
land forces and he can only ful-
fil that if he has concurrent
command of both. In that sense
the use of the phrase GHQ
(General Headquarters) as op-
posed to Army HQ is very signif-
icant. One feels that the JCSC
structure can be modified to re-
flect reality and placed in the
proximity of the Army HQ, both
logether being referred to very
correctly as GHQ. A lot depends
upor the force of circumstances
as well as the personality and
character of the individual who
wears the ultimate hat. In 1976.
when the JCSC was created, Gen
Sharif was made the first
Chairman. He was followed by
Admiral Sharif from the Navy
and then by his illustrious
brother-in-law, the late Gen
Igbal Khan — another outstand-
ing soldier of great character
and integrity.

+ Because Martial Law was
declared in 1977. a basic
anomaly came up as Gen Ziaul
Haq as COAS was junior to Gen
Sharif but as Chief Martial Law
Administrator (CMLA) and
later President, he became se-
nior. That was the death knell
of HDO as it was tonésived:. Thd
Chairman JCSC became largely

a ceremonial figure despite his
superior rank. e personali-

ties ol the Navy and the Air
Force who came to the chair did

ol

< tama ﬁ

nothing to create waves for
their Services. Air Chief Mar-
shal Farooq Feroz Khan was an
unmitigated disaster in the
sense he did virtually nothing
e:-;cegt p1a¥ %ﬂ]f, He is a living

mbol of how "ceremonial”
that post of Chairman JCSC
had become.

General Jahangir Karamat,
the last Acting Chairman JCSC
and COAS was one of the most
brilliant professional soldiers
ever produced by the Pakistan
Army. It was to be expected that
in the year he spent as Acting
Chairman JCSC he would bring
about adequate reform that
would correet the present
anomalies in the command
structure. It was during his
time that the May 28 nuclear
blasts took place and the re-
quirements of command and
control are more acute for nu-
clear operations. As such it was
also expected that a Nuclear
Command Authority would
function with the Chairman
JCSC as the man with the finger
on the button, directly report--
ing to the PM. However, in one
crucial issue Gen Karamat was
found wanting, that is in deci-
sion-making, particularly at a
time of crisis.

His decision to resign sym-
bolised this uncertainty. This
indecision is fatal in command.
While the way of his departure
left a bad taste in the mouth.
Gen Pervaiz Musharraf who
succeeded him, is totally a dif-
ferent kettle of fish. By moving
Corps Commanders within
hours and days of his assump-
tion of COAS to reflect the team
he wanted, he showed himself
to be a keen student of Richard
Nixon's theory of not debating a

oint to death, instead he is

nown to be very decisive as a
leader of men. It is very ﬁl_ting
that this thoroughly  soun
professional soldier, a field
person as well as an above par
staff officer, has assumed
charge of JCSC, albeit as Acting
Chairman. At least we now
have a person as COAS who will
take a decision when it is neces-
sary. That is the only impera-
tive of a superior command.
The reform of JCSC with the
added responsibility of the Nu-
clear Command should not take
any length of time. It is an open
and shut issue. The land forces
commander must also be the
man responsible to coordinate
operational and administrative
issues in the three Services,
both during peace and war,

With Gen” Musharraf,” one
can be sure ol one thing: reform
will take weeks, not years: One
feels that the PM must correct
this anomaly now on his advice
Wt all speculation as well
ASs uncertainty. to rest. The
Armed Forces must have one
Comimander; the PM must
make this a settled issue imme-
diately without delay.

Nawaz Sharif’s Moscow Visit

Significant, but May Not Resolve Everything

Pakistan's relations with Russia have

characterised by
Washington,

always been far from perfect. These have been
bitter animosity caused and accentuated by Pakistan's friendship with
Moscow's enemy number one during the Cold War, and Indo-Soviet alliance,

perceived in Pakistan to be responsible for Delhi's domineering regional attitude and its
military build-up. The lingering legacy of the Afghan war, where the Russian suffered

their most humbling milit

ary experiences, and Pakistan's support to the Talibaan gov-

ernment fighting Russian-backed forces of Ahmad Shah Masood, has kept the two states

at an uneasy distance from each other even after the end
Russia moved and the United Nations Security
Afghanistan which is by
Afghanistan policy.
assistance relation

of the Cold War. Last year
Council passed a resolution on

far the strongest international indictment of Pakistan's °
Pakistan is also worried about the continuing military supplies and -

ship Moscow has with Delhi, which in Islamabad's view is further

tilting the conventional weapons balance in favour of India.

It

1s against this background that Prim
day visit to Moscow from Monday.

Zulfikar Ali Bhutto's visit
The Daily Star correspon

e Minister Nawaz Sharif is starting his three-
He will be the first Prime Minister of Pakistan after
in October 1974 to go to Russia. In this interview with
dent Syed Talat Hussain, Forei

gn Minister of Pakistan
Sartaj Aziz, who is accompanying Nawaz Sharif,

talks about his

| government's Moscow initiative.
M

The Daily Star (DS): Russia
has always looked at Palkistan
with suspicious eyes and the
feelings in Islamabad towards
Moscow have not been any
warmer. Now that the Prime
‘Minister is going to Moscow af
ter nearly quarter of a century,
is this an indication that the
Russians have brought about a
change in their policy towards
Pakistan?

Sartaj Aziz (SA): It remains
to be seen how much of a
change the Russians have
brought about in their Pak-
istan policy. On the whole in
the last decades, particularly in
the Eighties, the divergence of
our views on Alghanistan have
been creating problems and
gaps. In the Cold War context,
India was in the Russian camp
and we were aligned with the
West. Now both these events are
behind us. In the new post-Cold
War world. there are re-align-
ments. Pakistan being an im-
Eﬂrlant member of the Islamic

loc as well as an important
South Asian country does have
a strategic importance, Then it
has proximity to Central Asia.
[ presume this fact is being
recognised by the Russians.

DS: But Afghanistan is still
a hbig hone of contention be-
tiween them?

SA: In Afghanistan the
ground realities have changed.
Now all the neighbouring coun-
tries of Afghanistan are sitting
together and working towards
crealing durable peace. On the
whole | think convergence of
our interests and common ob-
_Erctives is more than what I

ave called divergence.

DS: Is Prime Minister Shar-
if's visit to Moscow a pointer to
the fact that Pakistan is trying
to introduce more balance in its
Joreign relations and is looking
Jor more sources of diplomatic
support at the global level?

SA: We have always had di-
versified sources of diplomatic
support and our relations with
China are an example of that. It
has all along been an important
counter-balance to our rela-
tions with the US. The gulf be-
tween Russia and Pakistan was
created by peculiar circum-
stances, some of which I have
just mentioned while others in-
cluded Russia's strong links
with the Indians. With those
circumstances gone we can now
build on the potential of our re-

lationship with Moscow.

DS: What sort of potential
do you see which Pakistan can
explore?

SA: There are many things.
Trade is one. The present vol-
ume of trade between the two
countries is minuscule, even
though the potential is far
greater. It is for this reason that
during his visit the Prime Min-
ister two important agreements
will be signed, one on economic
and trade co-operation and an-
other on co-operation between
the national chambers of com-
merce and industry of the two
countries, The aim is to foster
both government to govern-
ment links as well as between
the private sectors of the two
countries. We will also focus on
ways to develop mutually bene-
ficial interaction in the fields
of science and technology and
defence related areas.

DS: On defence co-operation,
is Pakistan planning to buy
some weapons system from
Russia?

SA: Not yet. It is too early for
that. Our first aim is to put our
relations with Russia on a self-
sustaining basis. Once that has
happened other things will fol-

law.

DS: Indians are particularly
sensitive to any thaw in Pak-
Russia ties, and it has
formidable clout in Moscow
through its lobbies. Have the
Russians given Pakistan any
fresh signal that they want to
build their relations with Pak-
Istan irrespective of their rela-
tions with India?

SA: The signal is implicit in
the diplomatic interaction we
have had with the Russians. It

" is going to be our effort to em-
phasise that Pakistan's rela-
tions with the Russian Federa-
tion should develop irrespective
ol their relations with other
courries.

DS: There is a feeling that
perhaps the timing of the PM's
visil fo Moscow is amiss be-
cause gf what is happening in
Kosovo?

SA: We need to understand
that this visit part of a process.
Nobody should t that ev-
erything will be resolved and
the relationship will take off
due to one visit. The visit will
provide us something to build
on, after all it is tak.in% place af-
ter a gap of 25 years. It is a sig-
nificant start.

e

= i — :
."We have always had diversified sources of diplomatic support and our relations wit
of that. It has all along been an important counter-balance to our relations with the

h China are an example
US. The gulf between

Russia and Pakistan was created by peculiar circumstances, some of w:hich I ‘have just mentioned while
others included Russia's strong links with the Indians. With those circumstances gone we can now
build on the potential of our relationship with Moscow."



