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India's Instability Tangle

The BJP-led coalition government headed by
veteran politician Atal Behari Vajpayee has
crumbed in a test of strength. But only by a one-
vote margin which does not evidently put the ma-
jor opposition player Congress in any flood-light
of stability either. It is the basically tenuous
arithmetic of Indian Lok Sabha's composition
rather than incompetence of the BJP-led govern-
ment tested on any particular issue, domestic or
foreign policy, that has brought it down. When
Jayalalitha's AIADMK with its 18-member par-
liamentary group withdrew support from the rul-
ing coalition on Wednesday last the die was cast for
the unmaking of Vajpayee government. The ques-
tion arose whether he was able to provide a viable
government after the cleavage opened in the coali-
tion, something that prompted President K R
Narayanan to ask the Prime Minister to prove his
majority in the parliament. It was significantly a
vote of confidence required to be sought and not a
no-confidence motion moved by an opposition de-
termined to topple the government on any burning
issue. Smaller coalition partners of BJP, espe-
cially Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) far from ab-
staining from the vote which they had promised
earlier on actually ended up voting with the oppo-
sition. It is the crucial king-making role of the re-
gional and fringe parties to which the major polit-
ical forces in the country are having to pander that
has become a hugely disproportional reality of In-
dian politics today.

Notably, Vajpayee's government formed on the
strength of the BJP being the single largest party in
Lok Sabha has met with such a disastrous fate.
What guarantee is there for any future coalition led
by the Congress which individually does not have
the BJP's numerical base in parliament to last the
remainder 47 months of the present Lok Sabha?
Sonia Gandhi has to choose her allies, like the BJP
did, from amongst parties which do not have ideo-
logical affinity with the Congress. These smaller
parties will ask for concessions to join the
Congress in any coalition, so that the latter would
have to do some tight-rope walking to retain its po-
sition. So, India finds itself in a musical chair of a
power game and none can be sure that a snap poll
could yield any better results either.

Yet, there is a lesson here for Bangladesh. It is
inside the parliament and not outside it that all
the mechanics of democracy operated, and oper-
ated smoothly in India. Everything happened —
ranging from a meeting between Jayalalitha and
Sonia and that 'clincher' one between Mayawati
and Sonia through horse-trading activities to even
voting against party directives — but nothing was
allowed to snowball outside the walls of Lok
Sabha. Governments in India may be unstable but
the system is not. But it is time the Indian elec-

torate pondered over the wisdom of their inconclu-
sive returns,,

+  Who's in Charge?

There is no end to surprises as we read about the
happenings in Dhaka University from time to
time. The latest one is the very interesting and at
the same time intriguing story of .ownership of at
least one hundred and fifty rooms of ten residen-
tial hostels of the university. A revealing report in

the popular Banﬁla daily Prothom Alo has elabo-
rately narrated the mechanism by which the stu-
dent leaders control the allocation of seats to and
their use by not only party cadres but outsiders
also under the nose of hall authorities. Criminals
as well as non-student maastans allegedly live in
these rooms with the blessings of ruling Party stu-
dent leaders and purported indulgence from hall
provosts and house tutors, in some cases. This ten-
dency of 'room capture’, according to the report,
started in the late eighties and the culture for har-
bouring cadres and criminals increased in early
nineties and the practice escalated in the mid-
nineties as police helped a student organisation to
capture the residential halls thereby establishing
their absolute authority not only on student poli-
tics but on the hall and university authorities
when it came to allotment of seats.

This is a dangerous trend set b
sations fuelled overnments of the day bypass-
ing the lawful authority of the university thereby
degrading the powers and functions of the provosts
and house tutors. The demand and supply ratio of
seats for genuine students is highly disproportion-
ate and the situation is further aggravated by the
unauthorised intervention of the student leaders.
The outcome will be disastrous if the trend is not
arrested immediately. The days may not be far off
when the leaders of these student organisations
end up controlling far greater number of seats in
the dormitories than they are doing at present.
Dhaka University authority, autonomous by
virtue of 1973 Ordinance, must act now.

! Sharjah and After

As cricket's cardinal tournament goes back to
the glace of its origin, the giants and the minnows
wind up their preparatory campaign for the mil-
lennium'’s last World Cup, some in delight while
others in despair, At this point of time, if any team
can boast of a delightful build-up to the same’s

remier event, it surely is Pakistan. S arjah

oused their latest courtship with success. To
many, the Champions’ Cup was Pakistan’s even
before the triangular series began at the desert
venue. Fresh from their comprehensive win in the
Pepsi Cup in India, the Pakistanis were odds-on
favourite to continue their Sharjah legacy. After
the final, when Pakistan captain Wasim Akram
held aloft the trta:hy. few were surprised.

Not long ago, the same team had weltered in end-
less woes. Match-rigging allegation haunted them
wherever they went. Moreover, there had been an
apparently endless sequence of failure. Still, Pak-
istan has fought back and fought back well.

Pakistan's story should be an example for our
cricketers, who will, for the first time, rub shoul-
ders with the cricketin% elites. There may not have
been much to speak of since the momentous suc-
‘cess in the ICC Trophy, but the very fact that the lo-
cal lads have won their place in the ivy league itself
is immensely satisfying. Th ebacle in the
tri-nation tournament in the capital involving
Zimbabwe and Kenya has indeed done a.world of
harm to the cricketers’ morale. Fortune can

student organi-

change at any moment. It has for the Pakistanis. It |}

might for our cricketers, too. No one, not even the'
most fanatic of fans, expect them to win the World
| Cup, but everyone wants them to fight with honour.
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Emerging Power Struggle in Kremlin

URING 1991 coup attempt
by the communist hard-

liners Boris Yeltsin atop’

the rolling tank was hailed as
saviour and proclaimed a hero.
As Mikhail Gorbachev re-
mained holed up

uprising. This eventually led to
his succession in Kremlin. He
almost at once shot into inter-
national fame duly bloated up
by powerful western media.
Since then the trajectory of his

fortune was that of ascendancy. '

The West projected him as a

great reformer — a symbol of

democracy's triumph over
Communism. During the fol-
lowing years he hobnobbed
with his counterparts in west-
ern capitals, savoured a series
of highly publicised summits
omp of G-
7 assemblage. By blowing hot
and cold he ensured a steady
flow of financial aids from the
West which pumped tens of bil-
lions of dollars into a baptised
Russia. Although lic was elected
under Gorbachev's glasnost he
again prevailed in the presiden-
tial election of 1996 — not with-
standing the method he adopted
for winning it. This is no mean
a democratic credential in a
country never exposed in its
history to a single democratic
tradition.

In the wake of Russia's eco-
nomic collapse in August 1998
which marked an effective end
of the Yeltsin era that legacy
was over. After seven years of
Yeltsin's market reformms and
democratisation as the coun-
try's currency crashed with the

street value of rouble halved, it

sent a wave of panic. anxiety
and indignation across Russia
and shook the investors and
government around the world.
Amidst deepening crises an iil
ard exasperated Yeltsin who
retled new Russia more like a

monarch with his sweeping

presidential powers fired his
young Prime Minister Serpei
Kirivenko as first reaction to
the catastrophe. He then sought

in his Black
Sea retreat Yeltsin took to the |
street and crushed the abortive

The emerging power struggle between the President and the Prime Minister clearly a;hows that
Yeltsin refuses to be reconciled to his being sidelined either by his illness or by anakau;_

to find a new helmsman who

would steer the course of Russia
through choppy water ahead.
For a while he reinstated his
former Prime Minister Cher-
nomyrdin but withdrew him in
‘the face of stiff ugpnsitiun from
the Communist dominated
Parliament. For the first time,
it seemed, the once defiant pres-
ident capitulated to the Duma.
Yeltsin finally accepted his for-
eign minister. a former spy-
master Yevgeny Primakov — a
compromise candidate — as his
new Prime Minister,

Primakov is a pragmatist
trying to make the best of a bad
situation. He has already made
his marks both on domestic
and international  front. At
home the freefall of the coun-
try’s economy has been turned
into a precipitation in slow
molion. For outsiders he car-
ried himself with dignity. The
new Prime Minister has
emerged as — what newspaper
Izvestia has commented — "the
substitute  president” of the
country. In normal circum-
stances President Yeltsin — left
with less than two years of his
final term — would have, after
the recent disaster. abdicated
his presidency owning the re-
sponsibility of seething mess
and enormous sleaze he himself
has created and paved the way
for a stable succession, if re-
quired, through constitutional
amendment,

Instead, Yeltsin, an authoritar-
ian in disposition and megalo-
maniac in temperament sur-
prised everyone by vawit;;jg to
complete his term as president.
Not only he wants to serve his
full term, Yeltsin, a master ma-
nipulator has been trying to in-
fluence the succession in favour
of his cronies and family mem-
bers. That has created vet more

. crises in the politics of succes-

sion in Russia.
Seven months after his ap-

-to shatter the fragile

ointment as Russia's Prime

inister Primakov has already’

come under concerted attacks
by powerful forces that threaten
political
stability and economic disci-
line he has helped shape up.
e ailing president almost in
semiretirement — now jealous
of Primakov's growing author-
ity and popularity — appears to |
have given green signal to a|
standing criticism of Pri-

makov's government in the

electronic and print media
controlled by the financial
moguls who feel threatened by
the Prime Minister's drive to
investigate their riches. Mas-

cent time the most austere bud-_
get Russia has had since the
start of promarket reforms in

record time. The prime minis-
ter who succeeded in keeping in-

tact his coalition cabinet com-

sed of moderate communists,

iberals. regional bosses and
technocrats has become the
country's leader of day-to-day
affairs with President Yeltsin
sidelined by his recurrent ill-
ness, :
Under his leadership the
royble has somewhat stabilised
at a new — even if much lower —
level against the dollar and the
industry is showing signs of

growth for the first time in

L PEREPECTVES

B by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul Hafiz

terminded by Boris Berezovsky,
the billionaire linked to the
President's daughter Tatyana
Diachenko, the campaign la-
belled the Primakov's cabinet
procommunist and antimarket
and accused it of incompetence |
and massive corruption.

But Primakov could not be
soft target for his opponents.
Even his enemies admit his
impeccable credential as a man

of honesty, He has overcome the '

entrenched hostility between
the parliament and Kremlin
which put the country on the
brink of civil strife in 1993, By
inducting communists in this
cabinet Primakov has secured
the support of a parliamentar-
ian majority whereas the pre-
vious governments relied solely
on presidential prerogatives.
This has enabled Primakov to
push through parliament in re-

seven years. He has been able to
%l]ve a new sense of direction to
4

e Russians despite the con- |

tinuing economic difficulties.
tven the Westerners admit — at
least in private — his ability to
stop Russia from falling apart —
an all too clear syndrome a few
months ago. A recent opinion
poll showed 56 per cent Rus-
sians approving his policy and
performance while 90 per cent
disapproving Yeltsin's. Given
this rating Primakov would be
a formidable contender in 2000

residential election although

e persistently denies his can-
didature, :

This is precisely the prob-
lem both for President Yeltsin
and his western patrons. Both
need to have man of their
choice in Kremlin. Yeltsin
wants it for the im][}umt}r of the
members of his oligarchy who

ruled and amassed huge wealth ;

through a Mafia capitalism for

last seven years. The west's
stake is still higher. Not only it

would like to sustain its market
reforms and democratic exper-
imentation in Russia, it also
cannot be oblivious of its nag-

n
g‘E. nuclear warheads in its
possession.

The Primakov government's
failure to reach agreement with
the International Monetary
Fund over new loan to Russia is
however proving the Prime
Minister's Achilles' heel.
Moscow desperately hopes to

‘secure S 4.8bn from the IMF to

reimburse its debts to the fund
due in May 1999. Unless Pri-
makov government reaches a
deal with the IMF before the
deadline it will not be able ta
win agreement from private
and .sovereign creditors to re-
structure its other foreign lia-
bilities currently standing at $
141 bn. This would force Russia
to declare sovereign default as it
cannot pay S 17.5 bn due to for-
eign creditors this year. Accord-
ing to analysts, the US has
blocked the granting of the IMF
loan in the hope of bringing
down Primakov who pursues a
far too independent foreign pol-
icy for Washington's liking. 1i"hi:

S' relations with Moscow
strained with the selection of
Primakov as the country's
Prime Minister in September
last. The recent stand-off be-
;;#een President Yeltsin and

ime Minister Primakov sus-

iciously coincided with the

ardening of the IMF's stand on

loan to Russia.

Inspite of the President's
disdain for many steps Pri-
makov has taken so far Yeltsin
cannot afford to part with him
at this difficult juncture for the
nation. Following a crucial
bargain with the President
when Primakov categorically

problematic client with

‘wrest the limeli

refused to remove his leftist
ministers and threatened to re-
sign, Yeltsin simply backed
away. On the other Kand, the
President, now literally walk-
ing the razor's edge. agreed to
Primakov's demand to sack
Berezovsky as the executive sec-
retary of the Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS). To
remove misgivings over re-
ported rift between the Presi-
dent and Prime Minister the
President appeared with Pri-
makov on television and as-
suaged the anxious Russians
that Primakov could stay as

‘long as he was the president till
.2000.

Despite his victory Pri-
makov does not understandably
feel safe. Promises of immunity
from dismissal in the past iron-
ically heralded the sacking of
Primakov's predecessors by
President Yeltsin who just
hired and fired his prime min-
isters rather unceremoniously.
Sensing danger from the Presi- .
dent, Primakov recently pro-
posed a non-aggression pact
among the President, Prime

" Minister and parliament that

would stand guarantee against
summary dismissal by Yeltsin
without Parliament's approval.
But Yeltsin shrewdly preempted
the move by asserting that none,
can limit his constitutional
power to dismiss the govern-

‘ment.

The emer power struggle

-between the President and the

Prime Minisler clearly shows
that Yeltsin refuses to be recon-
ciled to his being sidelined ei-
ther by his illness or by Pri-
makov. What is not clear is
whether Yeltsin just seeks to

%.gnt out of jeal-
ousy or, not with-standing his
falling health and failures, he
has not given up hopes of pro-
longing his political life beyond
2000, when his second and last
presidential term expires. and
therefore perceives Primakov
as his rival. If the latter is true
Primakov and Russia are in for
real trouble.

Collapse of Vajpayee Government and Possible Implications for Pakistan

O N 17th April the Vaj-
payee-led coalition gov-
ernment collapsed atter
a liercely contested no
-coniidence motion in the Par-
liament by one vote, Earlier, it
was expected that the govern-
ment might scrape through to
win the confidence vote and
this was largely foreshadowed
by the rise of the share and
stock market immediately
prior to the vote.

However, the Vajpayee gov-
ernment could not remain in
power as the five members of
BSP which were supposed to
abstain finally voted against
the government. Mr Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee. the outgoing
Prime Minister, felt betrayed
and he resigned on the same
day. The President of India
asked him to stay as a care-
taker Prime Minister till an al-
ternative government was
formed.

Since the confidence motion
was defeated by 270 votes to
269 out of 542 members pre-
sent, the President has two
choices. Either he can call a

eneral election or may ask the
argest opposition, 1.e. the
Congress Party to form a gov-
ernment. Political analysts
believe that the President will
give a chance to the opposition
party to stitch together a gov-
ernment.

The Vajpayee government is
the fifth administration in
three years in the country. It
held power only for 13 months,

by Barrister Harun ur Rashid

Assuming that a Congress-led government comes to power in New Delhi, what cnuld' be the
implications on Pakistan? There is a view that Pakistan was better off with the Vajpayee
government . Why?

A view prevails that the pgov-
ernment was doing well after
its controversial performance
in the past year. The economy
of the country bounced back
and the budget promised de-
regulation of the markets
which was welcomed by the
business sector. On the security
issue, it was able to build a
minimum credible nuclear de-
terrence and on the whole the
Prime Minister did not expect
that his government would fall
when one of its largest coali-
tion partners AIADMK with-
drew support on 12th April
from the government.

The opposition Congress
party is jubilant to see the gov-
erniment fall. Now they believe
they have a chance to be in
power with its leader Italian
born-leader Sonia Gandhi, the
widow of former Prime Minis-
ler Rajiv Gandhi. The leader of
the House of the opposition
Congress Earty Sharad Power
said that they would work for a
viable government. He accused
the Vajpayee government of
being a “non-performing one”
which had demoralised the
armed forces and was respon-
sible for communal hatred and
a feeling of insecurity among

the minorities.

A sense of insecurity and
the rise of intolerance for mi-
nority religions in India were
echoed by a Muslim leader Syed
Shahabuddin. The Christian
leaders were recently alarmed
at the attacks made against
them by the Hindu extremists.
The anti-Christian sentiment
was displayed to such a extent
that an Australian clergyman
with his two minor sons were
killed, although the person was
engaged in helping the leper pa-
tients in Orissa.

The Congress has two op-
tions. Either it can form a mi-
nority government with the
support of other parties in the
Parliament or a grand coali-
tion government with more
than a dozen parties, The
Congress leader Sonia Gandhi
will decide on this issue. There
is also a view that Sonia
Gandhi might not become the
Prime Minister and might al-
low some one else to head the
government this time.

Assuming that a Congress:-
led government comes to poiver
in New Delhi. what could be the
implications on Pakistan?
There is a view that Pakistan

was better off with the Vajpayee
governument . Why?

The core issue between India
and Pakistan is admittedly the
unresolved territorial dispute
on Kashmir. The position on
Kashmir was so entrenched in
India that only a strong or a
Hindu nationalist government
could take political risks to
agree o a compromise to re-
solve this. difficult issue. His-
tory tells.us that a right-wing
government can make a deal on
a vexed issue and sell it to the
clectorate because the public
know that the right-wing gov-
ernment cannot compromise
the interests of the nation. The
Congress government will nei-
ther be a strong nor a right--
wing government. This being
the case, there is a view that
there will be no progress on the
Kashmir dispute and the rela-
tions with Pakistan cannot be
moved to a top gear.

Secondly, if there is a Hindu
nationalist povernment based
on the principles of Hindutva
[one religion. one people and
one nation) in India, Pak-
istan’'s progressive Islamisa-
tion of laws and system does

‘not look bad.

One could argue that if there

is a Hindu nationalist govern-
ment in India, why does Pak-
stan not have a K:;lamir: gov-
ernment with 'pure’ Islamic
system in the country?

A few observers claim that
Pakistan could even argue that
the Hindu nationalist govern-
ment in India was responsible
for the rise of the extreme Is-
lamic elements in Pakistan.
But if there is a Congress gov-
ernment in New Delhi, such ar-
guments are not likely to cut
any. ice and Pakistan's pro-
posed introduction of Shariah
laws in the country will a[?ear
to be an oddity to the outsiders.

Thirdly, there is a view that
on defence and security mat-
ters. one could hardly see any
difference between the Vaj-
payee government and the
Congress party. [t was reported
that while the Congress gov-
ernmernl was in power prior to
the BJP government , it took a
decision in principle to deto-
nate the nuclear devices. After
all it was the Congress Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi who
allowed India to go publicly
nuclear in 1974. ain it was
the Congress Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru who pursued

stubbornly the. Indianisation
of Kashmir territory in defi-
ance of the UN Security Coun-

‘cil's recommendation of a

plebiscite in Kashmir. The
Babri Mosque was demolished
in 1992 while the Congress was
in power.

Fina]]g. the West will ap-
pear to be more comfortable
with the Congress government
in India. This is unlikely teo
help Pakistan in its interna-
tional relations.

Conclusion

The fact remains that the
territory and population of In-
dia is larger than the territo-
ries and populations of the
other six countries of the In-
dian sub-continent or SAARC
courntries. The region being
asymmetrical is further con-
founded by the Kashmir dispute
which led to the ill-will and
distrust between India and
Pakistan, the key players of the
sub-continent. One could argue
that by the rules of political
mathematics Pakistan’s posi-
fion is unlikely to improve
with a Congress government in
New Delhi.

However, let us not lapse
into pessimism and hope the
installation of the Congress
overnment will act as a cata-
yst in accelerating the process
of eliminating tensions be-
tween India and Pakistan.

The author is former
Bangladesh Ambassador to the
UN in Europe, Geneva.

coalition government
headed by Atal Behari
Vajpayee in India has not come
as a bolt from the blue.

FP:.LL of the multi-party

‘Throughout its brief tenure, on

more than one occasion. the
Vajpayee government appeared
an the verge of a collapse.
Withdrawal of support by
Jayaram Jayalalitha's
AIADMK finally put an end to
the coalition's
flight. This has triggered a po-
litical crisis which ended in a
nail-biting finish as the gov-
ernment lost the confidence
motion by only one vote. Never
before in the history of inde-
pendent India has a govern-
ment lost the trust motion by
minimum possible margin.
The mood of the Bharatiya
Janata Party-led ruling cnaji—
tionn had been upbeat as it was
under the impression that it
had succeeded in obviating the
loss of the AIADMK support by
garnering supports from gquar-
ters which had hitherto played
an opposition role to this gov-
ernment. But as the things fi-
nally unfolded, it came to the
fore that the unexpected support
from DMK party in Tamil Nadu
or Lokdal in Haryana was not

Human
development

Sir, In the article "Human
development in Sonar Bangla"
by Shahed Latif DS, 14/4/99),
the author has rightly pointed
out the fallacies of the system
and practice of human devel-
opment. Al

Undoubtedly, the elements
of education and health lead to
the road of human betterment,,
Countries like Switzerland, Is-
rael and the Scandinavian na-
tions have benefitted from the
e of these elements.

or's viewpoint of comparing
the " quicker and easier" ways
of making a living with the

precarious g

Vajpayee Gone, Who is N ext?

Despite its manifold achievements like the nuclear explosions, bus diplomacy and test firing of the
recent Agni Il missiles the Vajpayee government collapsed mainly due fo its own contradictions
and squabbling. A new government in India has to take into account this important factor along

with other elements of vulnerability.

enough for the government's
survival. The arithmetic of
power in a vast democracy like
India with myriad of parties
particularly the regional ones
seekinfg to call shots these days
is really complex. Nonetheless,
a close fight on the floor of the
house was expected and this
could have gone either way.
Incidentally, it has gone
against the government and
Prime Minister Vajpayee has
attributed this defeat to the go-
ing back on the commitments
by some members. It is possible
in such a situation and espe-
cially the smaller parties with
even three or four members in
the 544-members lower house
of parliament (Loksabha) are
now feeling to be on the driver's
seats. But it is just no surprise
that the government has lost.

The last-ditch effort by the BJP,
the main constituent of the rul-
ing coalition, in mustering sup-
port from some parties fell
short of the requirement.

much "nobler” activity of 'edu-
cation. The road to a better life
need not be the easier route,
Which brings us to the point
briefly touched by the author
morality and ethics. This again
Is linked to education. Educa-
tion also means " character”
and " personality development"
and it begins at the formulative
stage of every human being . i.e
the early years.

S0, shouldn't we be making a
start somewhere ? And who
should be taking the responsi-
b;jl}ty‘ A question quite debat-
able. !

Anish V. Koshy s
272/ 4, Sher- e-Bangla Nagar

West Agargaon -
Dhaka

m |

|

MATTERS i HlT
AROUND US
Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury
NN

Prime Maunister Vajpayee
must be leeling crest-fallen but
he can derive satisfaction from
the fact that this time his gov-
ernment lasted for 13 months —
and not 13 days — which is in-
deed a rather long spell given
the nature of instability of In-
dian politics.

In the fast-changing politi-
cal situation in India, friends
dre turning into foes and vice
versa. The DMK , headed by
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
Karunanidhi, had been an ac-
tive constituent in the anti-BJP
platform until the voting took
place, but it sided with the BJP
government in the confidence
motion just because its rival in
the state AIADMK chose to part
with the government. Few be-
lieve that that the two rival re-
%iunal parties would ever be on

he same side. The Lokdal in
Haryana led by Om Prakash
Chautala had very much been
an ally of the BJP-led coalition
before it broke away only over a
month ago and steadfastly re-
mained angry to the BJP but
changed mind at the last mo-
ment and voted for the coali-
tion. Similarly, political par-
ties are changing their tunes
nv&mith although forces like
the leftists are remaining by
and large unaltered in political
approach while vacillation has
become the order of the day. Po-
litical ediency and the urge
and zeal to extract own share
and that too in most cases on
own terms from the cake have
become the unwelcome ten-

' dency in the political pattern in
\India ever since the rule by a
‘single party has become a mat-_

ter of past with no party or
group enjoying absolute major-
ity in the house.

Under these circumstances,
if the government has lost the
motion by a single vote, by the
same token will it not be a diffi-
cult task if not an Herculean
one to form a new government
depending on such precarious
majority? Moreover, there is no

certainty that all those voted

against the Vajpayee govern-
ment will support a new gov-
ernment by Congress of Sonia
Gandhi. For instance, the rul-
ing lefl front in West Bengal was
totally against the BdJP-led
coalition and it is also true that
its main constituents the CPI
(M) and the CPI have of late
shed much of their aversion to-
wards the Congress and ex-
pressed readiness to support a
Congress-led” administration

from outside. But smaller allies .

in the front like the Forward
Bloc or the RSP have still reser-
vation about Congress and their
handful of votes in the
Loksabha could crate problems.
However, bigger allies are try-
ing to change their mind.

What is alarming that nei-
ther side could muster support
of magic number 272 in the
Loksabha which would have
given a side absolute majority.
It is clear that some members
chose to remain absent from
voting. This went against the
Vajpayee government but may
also prove disadvantageous to
the new government. Although

the new government does not .

need to prove its majority in the
house immediately but the pres-

ident of the country has to be

convinced about the majority
support before he invites any
party or group to form new gov-
ernment..

The importance of one or
two votes has become unbeliev-
ably crucial in current political
behaviour. Moments before the
trust vote was to begin,
Loksabha went into an hour-
long turmoil over one vote
which eventually decided the
fate of the Vajpayee govern-
ment, ruling and opposition
members animatedly wran-
gling over whether Congress
member and Orissa Chief Min-
ister Giridhar had the
right to cast his vote on the
confidence motion in the
Loksabha since he has now
moved to a state (Orissa) and
dealing with the state assembly
there. But the demand of
Congress that he can cast the
vote because he has not been
replaced in the federal parlia-
ment through any by-election
till now was upheld and this
vote turned out to be critically
decisive for the opposition. As
such, even one vote has now too
much weight and many mem-
bers or parties, conscious of
this unusual condition, will
seek to bargain with the new
administration in lie of the
support.

e centrist secular parties
which are broadly covered by
the United Front or the newly-
launched Rastriya Loktrantik
Morcha led by former Defence
Minister Mulayam Singh Yadav
in Uttar Pradesh and former
Bihar Chief Minister Laloo
Prasad Yadav are not very
favourably disposed to the
Congress for formation of a new
government. They still feel that
a "third force" comprising the
non-Congress parties should
take over to replace the "com-
munal” BJP-led government
with. Congress support from
outside. But this can not be ac-
cepted by the Congress which is
the second largest party in par-

liament after the BJP while the
strength of the centrist is much
less. Besides, Congress says it
had supported governments
made by the centrist and the
leftists in the past when H. D.
Deve Gowda and 1. K. Gujral
were the prime ministers. So, a
Congress led government ap-
pears inevitable whether it is a
coalition or from outside sup-
port.

A key figure in the entire
scenario is Jayalalitha who
grtcipitated the crisis that has

rought down the Vajpayee gov-
ernment. It remains to be seen
how she bar, s with Congress
President Sonia Gandhi on
these issues now that she has
emerged as the giant-killer.
However, since the government
is gone, the quest for all opposi-
tion parties will obviously be to
form a new administration de-
spite their differences in many
areas. They are alert that fail-
ure to this at this stage will only
invite public anger against
them as squabbling after shut-
ting out the Vajpayee govern-
ment from power will certainly
not be liked.

The governments in India
are not lasting long in recent
times. The Congress, which has
ruled the country for 45 of the
independent India's 51 years. is
now again in the position of as-
cendancy. But this position is

lagued with manifold prob-
ems. For the time being a
Congress-led government may
be installed but it will begin ex-
periencing fragility soon since
it has to de on huge number
of non-Congress members to
remain in power. This may lead
to snap elections as the ulti-
mate solution of the present in-
stability. But a new government
will be liked at the moment by
Indian electorate who do not
want fresh elections so soon.
The Vajpayee government de-
spite its manifold achieve-
ments like the nuclear explo-
sions, bus diplomacy and test
firing of the recent Agni Il mis-
siles colla mainly due to its
own contradictions and squab-
blinﬁ A new government in In-
dia has to take into account this
important factor along with
other elements of vulnerability.



