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Dhaka, Sunda

Into the Dark Tunnel, Again

All our words of caution, appeals for calm, and
pleas for reconciliation have — as we had feared —
fallen on deaf ears. No amount of facts that hartals
only destroy and in no way help the country move
forward made even the slightest bit of difference to
our politicians. Hence we are back into its dark
tunnel with the threat that we are likely to enter it
more in the coming days.

This paper’s principled opposition to hartals is
based on the view that when there is democracy in
the country, and when governments are elected in
due time through relatively free and fair elections,
no issue can justify denying the people their fun-
damental rights of work, free movement and
peaceful conduct of business. We believe that noth-
ing, absolutely nothing, can justify the negative
impact on our economy that hartal causes. Hartal,
in our view, demonstrates bankruptcy of the polit-
ical party or parties that call it. Meaning that
when they fail to mobilise the people behind any
particular cause, they call a hartal just to make
their presence felt. It is also the easiest programme
to organise. Even to hold a rally some effort and
money need to be spent. But to call a hartal what
one needs to do is to issue statements to newspa-
pers and then sit back and let the street urchins do
the rest, with some honourable exceptions of
course. There is another reason that convinces us
of the bankruptcy of this programme. It is always
tagged with a weekend, or some national holiday.
The mischief here is to induce people to observe
hartals by making a 'long' weekend out of the regu-
lar two-day one.

When will it all end, for end it must? Our type of
politics that neglects the fundamental concerns of
the people just cannot last. Imagine the fact that
<ince the restoration of democracy in '91, we have

ot had a single extensive parliamentary debate on
any of the crucial problems like population, illit-
eracy, malnutrition, women trafficking, arsenic
and lead pollution, unemployment, rising crime...
the list goes on. When our people's representatives
do not talk about peoples’ problems, then we must
question as to why they are in politics in the first
place? To seek what?.

We reiterate our position that hartals will solve
no problems and only further complicate the exist-
ing ones. Go back to the parliament.and work
through it. The potential of that great institution,
with all its faults, remains vastly underutilised.

Ill-gotten Wealth

No sooner had we published an editorial on a po-
lice AC's huge illegal wealth. than an organisation
called Bangladesh Society for Enforcement of Hu-
man Rights (BSEHR) made sensational revelations
about alleged illegal earnings of police officers in
Bangladesh. We thank the BSEHR for its boldness
to conduct a survey among eighty police officers of
different ranks and salary scales that found them
all corrupt with accumulated illegal wealth worth
over twenty crore taka.

The survey conducted during the last six months
revealed that police officers earned between 'six
hundred and one thousand time more than their
salaries through bribes and extortion'. This
appalling situation may only be the tip of the ice-
berg. Imagine the volume of illegal money being
held and spent by thousands of police officers
across the country, let alone the illegal earnings of
one lac-strong police force. An immediate
investigation should be started by an independent
body which should take into account all policemen
and officers, including the CID, DB and SB
personnel. Statement of wealth of all government
employees should be made compulsory. The
politicians should also submit such statements
and the ministers must give an account of their as-
sets to the Prime Minister's Office which should be
updated every year.

Once again we reiterate that the proposal for
such statements should immediately be revived
and our politicians and ministers be advised by the
PMO to submit such statements which will then be
released to the press for publication. Similar pro-
posals were made and accepted by the Prime Minis-
ter herself but the process seems to have stopped
right there. The situation will deteriorate with the
passage of time and unless something is done to
arrest this tendency incalculable damages to the
moral fibre of the society will be done. Some of the
recommendations of the BSEHR should also be
considered for immediate adoption.

Quality Healthcare

Problems in the health sector continue to be a
major public concern. A Service Delivery' Survey
was carried out in February and March this year as
part of World Bank's review of the Health and
Population Sector Programme (HPSP) covering
26,207 households in six divisions acress the
country. The survey reveals the wretched
condition the country's public-sector healthcare
facilities are in, thereby accentuating the need for
immediate administrative attention and measures
for redressal. -

Inefficiency , shortage of specialists and trained
nurses, scarcity of medicine and equipment are
discouraging people to approach government-run
healthcare establishments. Circumstances are
worse in the rural areas, affecting women and
children in particular. The state of the affairs in
the “public” health sector needs immediate
improvement.

Health sector inadequacies don't necessarily re-
quire exuberant sums to be overcome. Adminis-
trative weaknesses seem to be one of the main rea-
sons why healthcare services are inadequate. Over-
centralisation is another important bottleneck. It
not only delays implementation but also breeds
inefficiency. The worst part, perhaps, is that
failures are being caused by cumbersome
procedures and bureaucratic tangles which should
have been addressed and rectified years ago. The
HPHP has already submitted its survey report to
the health ministry. The ministry, plagued by its
bureaucratic inertia, should act and act fast on the

healthcare.
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VERYBODY knows that
E there is no final word in

politics, especially when it
comes to state interactions.
With all the wisdom and ideal-
ism at hand, one has to admit
that as long as sovereign nation
states exist, and exist as politi-
cal animals, they would con-
tinue formulating and imple-
menting policies solely guided
by their core national interests.
So why should the actioris of ei-
ther India or Pakistan be any
different? And for little more
than a half a century the two
South Asian countries thought
it best to be engaged in a con-
[rontational paradigm, which
they thought served that na-
tional security interests, rather
than trying to narrow their dit-
ferences. bridge the gaps and
work out a constructive rela-
tionship which would have laid
the framework of a regional se-
curity system. Since the end of
the cold war, however, there
have attempis to reduce ten-
sions and forge a closer link be-
tween the two in orded w create
an environment of regional
peace and stability. But mostly
they have syrnbolic rather than
substantive. The latest one be-
ing the much trumpeted Febru-
ary 1999 "Bus Diplomacy” of
Indian Prime Minister Vaj-
payee.

There were, however, many
such euphoric ocecasions in the
past as well. One does remember
General Zia-ul Haque's "Cricket
Diplomacy" as well as the meet-
ing ol leaders like Rajiv Gandhi
and Benazir Bhutte during
SAARC Summit at [slamabad.
But the impacts of those devel-
opments on Indo-Pakistan hi-
lateral relations have been
mininal. This time, however,
the dimension was different.
The leaders of these two coun-
tries were meeting after their
newly acquired nuclear capabil-
ities and in the backdrop of
Bubh‘c sentiiments (however fee-

le they might be) in both India
and Pakistan in favour of better
relations between the two.
From this viewpoint. meeting’
between Vajpayee and Nawaz
Sharif was more than welcomed
and both leaders made a num-
ber of highly symbolic gestures.
Symbols are important but they
need to be combined with ac-
tions, Otherwise they end up be-
ing only hollow and rhetorical.
Obviously, the region as whole
was anxiously waiting for the
[ollow up. There were, however,
some aclions especially in the
area of trade and people to peo-
ple contacts but' concrete and
major steps were not yet laken.
And expectations were that
such bold and innovative ac
tions from both sides would
soon be forthcoming. Instead
we have now Agni 1.

After the nuclearization of South Asia in May 1998, its future depended on the criticarl choices

ﬁ

made by the two core countries of the region. Should they go forward with full-scale wea-ponization

It is ironic that soon after
the "Bus Diglumac}r“ and only
eleven months after Pokhran II
explosion, which rocked the
world with apprehensions and
forever changed the security
environment of South Asia, the
BJP-led Government in India
has once again revived the de-
bates about the nuclear future of
the region by lunching Agni Il, a
new generation of nuclear-ca-

able missiles. The incident

as raised concerns in the
United States about the possi-
bility
the region and the reactions in
Pakistan have been one of dis-
appointment and worry. A nu-
clear arms race in the region is
something which neither coun-
try can afford, especially Pak-
istan. It is all the more ironic
that such development has
taken place at the heel of eight
rounds of high-level talks be-
tween Washingtup‘s, Indian and
Pakistani officlals. Number of
positive pledges were conceived
during those talks: a morato-
rium on nuclear testing,
promise of developing export
control regulations, possibility
of signing Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty (CTBT) by Septeni-
ber 1999 and willingness to
take part in the initial rounds
of negotiations for the Fissile
Materials Cut Off Treaty in
Geneva by India and Pakistan.
Out of all these arose hopes like
a possible declaration of mora-
torium of fissile material pro-
duction, and most importantly
that India and Pakistan would
come up with bilateral accords
to stabilize nuclear competition
and use restraint in the devel-
opment of their missile pro-
gramme. Such hopes and expec-
tations got further heightened
at the much talked about 'Bus
Diplomacy' of Indian Prime
Minister Vajpayee and its man-
ifestations in Lahore Declara-
tion, and by the fact that India
did not test its Angi Il scheduled
lo be done in January of this
vear. Pakistan also seemed to
have abandoned idea of testin
Ghauri Il as well as short an
medium range Shaheen mis-

siles. It was indicative ennu%h
S

to assume that following the

nuclear diplomacy in South
Asia and endeavours to

strengthen Indo-Pakistan bi-
lateral relations, mooted in
Lahore Declaration, nuclear.
non-proliferation was on the
move in the region. But Agni II;
As mentioned earlier. has once
again put the non-proliferation
issues back to square one. What
then would be the impacts of

of another arms race in -

Vajpayee's "Bus Diplomacy' in
the changed context? And what
would be the consequences of
Agni on the South Asian Secu-
rity System?

First, one might very well
forget about the possibility of
having any positive impacts of
Indian Prime Minister's dra-
matic visit to Pakistan on their
bilateral relations as soon as

| soared across Indian sky. -

New Delhi may argue that it did
stick to Lahore declaration by
informing Islamabad and ma-
jor powers about the impending
test, which is indeed a positive
development. But did India give
any hints about its security
needs for which it needed to go
for further missile develop-
ment? Or explain the inner mo-
tive of its nuclear policy? That
is what friendly countries do.
They talk about each other's se-

* gides to

by depriving their malnourished, hungry million from their legitimate right?

strategic doctrines about their
nuclear capabilities and a blue
print about their possible nu-
clear force structure. For Is-
lamabad it might be easier. Its
nuclear programme and,use of
its newly acquired nuclear ca-
pability is not that difficult to
explain since it is a common
knowledge that they have de-
velo their programmes more
in response to India's nuclear
programme. Its only objectives
are to creale deterrence, if the
war breaks out, against India's
conventional force advantage,
It is New Delhi who has to make
clear what exactly are its nu-
clear strategic doctrines, its ob-
jectives for further missile de-
velopment. its future force
structure and the nature of their
future dgplnyment i.e. if it de-

0 so. Further widening
of the gap could develop if BJP's

curity needs. Granted that they

not yet that friendly. At best the

ice had just begun to melt espe-
cially when New Delhi agreed to
include Kashmir issue in their
future bilateral discussion
agenda. Then it was all the
more needed that in order to
stabilize the nuclear capabili-
ties of both and create a sense of
trust between the two there
should have been more trans-
parency with regard to their re-
spective defence policies.

Nothing like that transpired
between the two. The "Bus
Diplomacy" was supposed to lay
the foundation of that kind of
rnutual trust. With the delay in
concrete actions signs of skepti-
cism were already in the offing.
And now the remnants of "Bus
Diplomacy" euphoria have gone
out Indo-Pakistan relations
with a big bang in the form of

Agni II.

Second, when there is lack of
trust in any relationship there
s every possibility of misun-
derstanding. With Agni II it
would be more than applicable
in case of India and Pakistan
for a number of reasons. The
scope of misunderstandin
would be wide in the absence o
India's and Pakistan's clear cut

political ideclogy of a nuclear
armed India is put to effect. Ac-
cording to that ideology a nu-
clear armed India would not
only be able to deter alleged
Chinese threats but also would
grant it place in the sun — the
place it deserves. It is the only
way that it could take its right-
ful dp]ar:e in internatienal arena
and play its rightful role, If that
were so then to point finger to
Chinese and Pakistani threats
would be misnomer. Then the
decision to go nuclear is more
political than military. Obvi-
ously then it would call for
larger nuclear force structure
including navalized deterrent.
In such eventuality would not
then China feel compelled to
have stronger defense ties with
Pakistan further aggravating
an already suspicious relation-
ship?

Lastly and most impor-
tantly, one has to assess the
consequences of Agni [I's psy-
chological effects on an emer-
gent new era of Indo-Pakistan
relations. For more than half a
century these two countries
have build their defence against
each other as they felt threat-
ened by each other. Such deep
sense of fear psyche is not easy
to obliterate. Any defence

build-up by either country, as
such, is rightly or wrongly
viewed with certain amount of
belligerency. One could, how-
ever, argue that making such
far-fetched consequences of
Agni Il is uncalled for. What
New Delhi wants is to have an
absolutely non-provocative and
localized nuclear force which
would address it's legitimate
regional security interests and
Pakistan would also be within
its rights to do so. Washington
understands and appreciates
such legitimate national secu-
rity interests of both India and
Pakistan. But in the context of
psychologically marred mutual
relations, especially without
any major breakthrough in re-
snlvin% Indo-Pakistan bilateral
issue launching of Agni I has

done incalculable harm to the -

possibility of an emergent new
era in Indo-Pakistan relations.

The incident, before the
sgmhnls demonstrated during
the "Bus Diplomacy” like the
visit of Vajpayee to Minerate-e-
Pakistan, which was signal
that BJP has come to terms to
the partition of 1947, were
transformed into action, would
now put the South Asian adver-
saries back to their previous
cycles of mistrust and misper-
ceptions. The damage would
have been far less if some con-
crete actions like taking steps
towards reaching accords on is-
sues like demilitarization of
Siachen Glacier in.northern
Kashmir, the barrage to be con-
structed by the state govern-
ment of Jammu and Kashmir
on the Jhelum River below Wu-
lar Lake, and a demarcation of
ithe Indo-Pakistan territorial

and maritime boundaries in the

Sir Creek area between Gujrat
and Sind, were taken. In that
case Prime Minister Nawaz
=harif's hands would have been
strengthened in dealing with
the bilateral volatile issues,

-which are regularly used for

domestic consumption.

In This context what then
would be lessons drawn from
Indo-Pakistan periodic high
level -diplomacy? Would not
the cynic's point be proven that
they are nothing but pageantry
meant for public consumption?
This would be indeed unfortu-
nate. But that is exactly what
has happened. It has been like
yet another opportunity
missed. Obviously South Asia
has been unable to draw inspi-
ration from the examples of
history when the adversaries, if
they meant business, have acted

_ _
Agni II Missile and South Asian Securit

with positive actions and
matched symbols with concrete
steps. The glaring example be-
ing Egyptian  Anwar Sadat's
dramatic visit to Israel in 1977
in the midst of opposition from
some sections of Egyptian soci-
ety. which was reciprocated by
Israel's disengagement from
Sinai and laid the foundation
for peace process in the Middle
East. Unless there is demon-

- stration of such sagacity on the

part of the leadership thé entire
process falls prey to cynical sec-

- tions of each country's popula-

tion. In case of India and Pak-
istan it is also no exception. In
both countries, certain sections
have been cynical about having
durable peace between the two.
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
had to deal with domestic oppo-
sition in much more larger
scale than his Indian counter-
part. There are people abound
in that country who believe in
flexing milit muscles rather
than working for genuine peace
which can be gained only
through a mutually trusting re-
lationship, discussions, negoti-
ations and confidence building,
Unfortunately, launching of
Agni Il has struck at the very of

- core of that kind thinking by

new generations of India and
Pakistan. This has been the
most damaging of all things.
The spontaneous jubilation
the Indians at Agni II test ang
similar reactions by the Pak-
istanis at reactive Ghauri II test
underlines the dimension of
that damage. It also demon-
strates the hollowness of our
leadership. As a consequence
instead of peace dictating the
Indo-Pakistan relations who
could bring genuine stability in
South Asia, an alarming arms
race in South Asia has already
begun. Islamabad has gone for-
ward with the testing of Ghauri
II and has declared that it would
soon do missile testing over the
Arabian Sea, And public in
both countries seem to be happ
about their nuclear muscles. Afy
ter the nuclearization of South
Asia in May 1998, its future de-
pended on the critical choices
made by the two core countries
of the region. Should they go
forward with full-scale wea-
ponization by depriving their
malnourished, hungry million
from their legitimate right? Or
should their relations be guided
by the search for genuine peace?
Where does the security of the
region lie? In the military
hardware or in the peace and
prosperity of the people? It
seemn like that the tottering gov-
ernment of India has already
cast the die in favour of false
vanity of being a nuclear power.
And the possible results? A
likely fractured-:South Asian
Security System.
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The Mind of Milosevic

Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed writés from Princeton

Without exemplary punishment for war-mongering Serbia, and the Serbs who committed atroci-

President of Yugoslavia was
scheduled to visit Kosovo.
Something came up at the last
minute; he sent his friend Slo-
hodan Milosevic instead. As
Milosevic was attending a
communist party meeting, he
heard commotion outside. Peo-
ple were demonstrating. Milo-
sevic came out and shouted:
'Comrades, what is the prob-
lem?" "The police are beating
us. the Albanians are beating
us. some in the crowd shouted
back. Milosevic surveved the
scene and thundered: "No one
will beat you (the Serbs) in
Kosovo again!"
Milosevic's im
commeits were played over and
Over again on Serbian televi-
sion. Suddenly Milosevic real-
ized he was on Lo something.
Riding high on Serbian nation-
alism, Milosevic ousted his
Iriend, and as the President of
Yugoslavia returned to Kosovo
in 1989. In a chilling speech. in
which he revoked Kosovo's au-
tonnomy, he prophesised — ac-
curately — that battles will have
lo be fought in the future to re-
gain Kosovo for the exclusive
use of the Serbs. That was a
delining moment for what was
lo come,

Those who know Milosevie
say he is a charmer. He can
charm the skin off a snake!
Richard Holbrooke, and the
former US Ambassador to Yu-
goslavia recalled how US Con-
gressmen and Senators would
rebuke them after meeting with
Milosevic, for bad mouthing
this charming fellow! No one
has dealt with Milosevic more
than Holbrocke. According to
him, Milosevic is a pathologi-
cal liar, who trusts no one ex-
cept Mira, his wife. And Mira.
says Holbrooke, is much more
ruthless than Milosevic, if that
is possible!

Someone, both of whose
parents commiited suicide.
cannot remain normal. Milo-
sevic is not. To Milosevic, peo-
ple are pawns in a game of
chess; to be moved about to suit
him. A recluse, he does not care
about the death of others, He
never visits his own wounded
soldiers in the hospital. Re-

IN 1987, the then Communist

rompiu

ties in Kosovo, the Balkans will most certainly degenerate into a cycle of revenge killings.

maining in power is all that he
cares about — whatever it takes.

‘Milosevic has a fiendish
plan. with three objectives,
One, get the ethnic ﬂ]]t:-anians
out of Kosovo. Two, destroy the

Kosovo Liberation Army.
Three, invite the ethnic Albani-
ans back, but only to southern
Kosovo. Keep the northern half
of Kosovo, with Serbian histor-
ical sites, only for the Serbs. So
far, his plan has worked flaw-
lessly.

There are disturbing reports
that Serb soldiers rounded up
hundreds of young ethnic Alba-
nian women, took them to the
army barracks, gang-raped
themn and threw out their bodies
like pieces of trash after mur-
dering them, Shades of Bosnia.
The Serbs know that they can
rape Muslim women with im-

unity. The world is yet to

now the fate of 700.000 ethnic
Albanians who were trapped
inside Kosovo after the Serbs
closed the border to celebrate
Orthodox Christian Easter.
Satellite photographs indicate
some of them may have ended
up in mass graves. Shades of
Bosnia, once again. The Serbs
believe that they can rape and
murder their way out of trouble.
So far the world has exacted no
retribution,

Milpsevic also knows the
western mind much more than
the West would like to admit —
especially their dislike of Mus-
lims. Even after all that has
happened, the New York Times
still insist that Kosovo remain
a part of Serbia. Forcible de-
portation of the ethnic Albani-
ans onboard trains did not re-
mind the Israeli leaders of the
experience of the Jews during
World War II. Instead, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu remains solidly pro-

Serb. Ariel Sharon wants
Kosovo to remain Serbian. be-
cause he says, he does not want
Bin Laden and: Hezbollah to
have a foothold in Europe.

Let us look at Sharon's
statement, Even Afghanistan
does not want Osama Bin
Laden! And Kosovo does? Ne-
tanyahu and Sharon know that
any kind of preposterous
statement they make about the
intention of Muslims — even
those being annihilated — will
stick. The same argument was
put forward against the creation
of a Muslim-majority Bosnia.
Milosevic has gauged. accu-
rately, that the West wants all
Muslim entities in Europe to be
tiny — tiny Albania, tiny

'Bosnia and tiny half of Kosovo.

On the other hand, the West is
vociferous in demanding inde-

pendence for the Christians of"

East Timor, who occupy half of
A minuscule island in the In-
donesian archipelago.

One of the reasons why box-
ing immortal Muhammad Ali
beat the heavily favoured
Champion George Foreman in
their classic duel in Kinsasha,
Zaire in 1974 was because, ac-
cording to Ali, Foreman tele-

raphed his punches. This al-
owed Ali precious time to evade
Foreman's deadly blows and get
ready; vwith ius own counter
punches. NATO has been tele-
grafhinlg Milosevic their moves
well before the hostilities be-
gan. Ground troops will not be
used, so said NATO. This al-
lowed Milosevic's thugs to ter-
rorize civilians without any
fear . of NATO ground troops.
NATO telegraphed the type of
military/industrial installa-
tions that were going to be
bombed, allowing Milosevic
time to empty them. NATO is
going to use tank and troop-de-

decision!

Sir, Now it has become a
matter of how many strokes or
strikes (strike a firm. decision
on the head and drive it home).
The DS 3-stroke editorial (Mar
9) en the government's one-
stroke weak-kneed decision to
phase out the 2-stroke au-
torickshaws in five years is the
Joke of 1999". Has anyone seen
a one-stroke engine?

This is what can be expected
from a 'popular' regime which
tries to remain 'popular’ by any
artifice. Let us sort out the ad-
ministrative priorities, pro-
political non-will
does not intervene (to remain
popular!):

* clear the roads of unli-
censed drivers and vehicles.

This will reduce the traffic jam

by 50 per cent at once; inclu
a larEe percentage of the unholy
smoke and political and non-

transparent smoke-screens

how a smoke can be transpar-
ent?).

Has the Administration got
the guts to catch the violators of
the law? Why there should be
any political interference? Why
mercy should be shown to those
who break the law (The poor
can commit no crime.)

* Two-stroke engines may be
banned with immediate effect
from Dhaka and Chittagong
cities in the first phase: effec-
tive after three months, for lo-
gistic adjustments, and startin
with batches of serial register
numbers (batch by batch). This
will allow sufficient time for
withdrawing the vehicles from
the two cities. The ban in the
district towns may be phased
into longer periods, as the den-
sity of exhaust fumes is less in
smaller towns.

* Alternative facilities or

options (in ?hasesl must be

made available before imposing
the ban. Public and independent

_technical agencies may advise

~ the government on other ways

of using the old 2-stroke
engines besides the usual use as
the prime mover of automo-
biles, for reconditioned use in
outlying areas outdoors, to
complete the life span of the
newer used engines.

The crucial question is: what
to do with the thousands of used
Z2-stroke engines? Some useful
ways of alternative use must be
provided as temporary option,
during the change-over period.

In a publicity campaign, the
government has to get public
approval why the phasing out
period has to be for five years
and not for two or three years. It
is unfortunate that decisions
are announced without proper
debate in the parliament on
such critical public issues.

What are the views of the ve-
hicle owners? What prevents'
them from making it into a

ical issue through hartals

‘A Zabr
‘Dhaka

stroying Apache helicopters,
but it's going to take about a
month to get them near Kosovo.
Therefore Milosevic speeds up
his ethnic cleansing. WNATO
publicizes that the US is run-
ning out of cruise missiles;
Milosevic smiles.

NATO was absolutely right
in rejecting Slobodan Milose-
vic's Orthodox Easter ethnic
cleansin[g ]Jl:lutause- Such nice re-
ligious folks, the Serbs! It is
worth remembering that Milo-
sevic did not order his troops to
cease ethnic cleansing on
March 27, which was the Festi-
val of Sacrifice (Eid-ui Adha)
for the ethnic Albanian Mus-
lims — one of the two holiest
days in Islam. Instead, Milose-
vic's troops sacrificed Muslims
on that day in their quest of a
100 per cent pure Serbian
Kosovo.

Now that the bombing is be-

inning to hurt, NATO should

mb the hell out of Serbia un-
til Milosevic cries uncle! Fur-
ther, NATO should demand
Milosevic's stepping down as a
condition for a bombing pause.
This evil man is responsible

- for instigating all the wars and

ethnic cleansings in Croatia,
Bosnia and Kosovo. With him
remaining in power, the world
can expect more of the same. By
demanding his resignation
while continuing to bomb,
NATO can turn his own people
againsl Milosevic. NATO can
also aid its cause enormously
by quickly naming Milosevic a
war criminal, which is what he
is.

The primary motivation
behind Serbian intransigence
is that they, as a nation and a
people. have paid little price for
the murderous rampage of their
President Milosevic, their sol-

aTamms

The Té_fn_i's_héd_l_ma_*gé_of Police

police organisation -

The
anywhere in the world is an in-
stitution for maintaining law
and order and internal security.

The method of policing as
inherited from the colonial

days under the British govern-

ment and thereafter during the
Pakistani days are still bein
practised by the Banglades
Police.

More than half a century has
passed after the partition of In-
dia in 1947 and within these
fifty years, a new independent
state, namely Bangladesh, has
appeared on the world map. Our
independence was achieved
through a sanguinary war of
liberation about 27 years ago.
Against this historical back-
drop. we should pay attention to
the radical changes that have
taken place in the socio-
politico-economic condition of
the land we live in. | would like
to draw the attention of all con-
cerned to the fact that the pre-
sent-day Bangladesh needs a
thoroughly overhauled police
force to meet the challenge of
the time.

Demographically speaking,
the population of the newl
born state has almost doubled.
The communication of the
country with other regions of
the world by road, railway, wa-
terways and air has sed our
people to the world at large. The
internet communication facili-
ties also are ected to in-
crease enormously in near fu-
ture. Under the impact of all
this development, it is expected
that efficiency and dedication
to duty should be the prime
quality with our, police person-
nel, too.

However, it is easy to aspire

but very difficult to achieve. Be-u

diers and their civilians in
Croatia, Bosnia and now
Kosovo. The end result of the
Serb's murder and rape of thou-
sands. and displacement of mil-
lions of Bosnian Croats and
Muslims was the creation of the
Bosnian Serb Republic via the
Dayton accord, with 51 per cent
of the land of Bosnia-Herzegov-
inal
If after once again robbing,

murdering and raping thou-
sands, uprooting millions,
burning and destroying their
properties, all the Serbs are re-
quired to give up is limited au-
tonomy to the Kosovars, why
should they be deterred? For a
safer Balkans, NATO must de-
feat Milosevic completely be-
fore any peace negotiations. In
lieu ufy IE.ATD ground troops.
NATO must equip and train the
dedicated fighters of the
Kosovo Liberation Army. And
the Serbs must be forced to re-
build the houses they destroyed,
and relinquish control of
Kosovo, which they can no
longer claim morally. Without
exemplary punishment for
war-mongering Serbia, and the
Serbs who committed atrocities
in Kosovo, the Balkans will
most certainly degenerate into
a cycle of revenge killings.

M A Bari
cause police force is not an iso-
lated body of people but it is

connected with, rather produced
by, the society of a country. It is
really ridiculous to expect
grapes from a tamarind tree. It
is an open secret that we are
now passing through a very
critical and confusing situation
of our national history. There
has been a general degradation
in the values of life in all sec-
tors — enlightenment, honesty,
integrity, and social justice.
Addiction to drugs, terrorism,
hijacking, killings and other
vices including sexual violence
have increased beyond all pro-
portions. Incidents of throwing
acid and severing sinews have
increased alarmingly. Accord-
ing to the latest survey the oc-
currence of rape has increased
manifold.

The educational institu-
tions, particularly the higher
ones, have become virtually the
battlefields of rival groups. All
kinds of crimes are reported to
be rampant on the campus of

our universities and colleges.
Allegations were heard against
some teachers also which was
unthinkable.

We have also come to know
through newspaper reports,
authentic or not, that some per-
sons of the power coterie have
had easy access to thana hgjat
for torturing their opponents.
All these facts have very
severel
the police among the general
people, .

Now the question arises as to
whether the police alone is to be
blamed for the rampant crime
and unprecedented anarchical

wcondition now prevalent in the

damaged the imnage of  quality is more important than

_party discipline.

society. If we want to take stock |
of the situation in its totality
we should delve into the factors
that lie beneath the surface.
Apparently, the police is re-
sponsible for this chaotic con-
dition. The police force cannot
escape the that are

. made against them. Undoubt-
edly, there are persons in the

police force who are taking ad-
vantage of this sordid state of
affairs. But if we go a bit dee

to look for other factors that
are responsible for prevalence
of this situation, we find the
existence of a band of people
behind the criminals. These in-
visible people are now being
branded as godfathers. Very re-
cently it has been reported in
some newspapers that at least
thirty terrorist S NOW con-
trol Dhaka city underworld.

These godfathers are the
sponsors of crimes and protec-
tors of the criminals. The polit-
ical influence is often flourish-
in}%g#mss utll'l the godfathers for
W, again the police are b&:ﬁ
made scapegoats and blam
for failures.

So, if we are to restore the
tarnished image of the police
force, we must cleanse the polit-
ical atmosphere of the dishon-
est, undesirable and anti- le
politicians. We have seen in the
past that whenever commis-
sions were formed for reforms
in the police force, the main
emphasis was on the quantity
of the force but we think that

quantity.

We would do well to free the
police force from the influence
of the dishonest politiclans and
in this regard the political par-
ties must enforce their own




