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(UCC) election at a centre in Tangail yesterday.

A rare example of exercising
'voting right'

Mustak Hossain back from Tangail

There was no rigging, no bal-
lot box snatching or brandish-
ing of firearms. Even without
deployment of law enforcin
aﬁency personnel, hundreds o
children aged six to 14 queued
in long lines to cast vote in
Union Child Council (UCC) elec-
tion.

Under an unprecedented
move, children exercised their
voting right' with a dream to
practise democratic values.

The child councils initiated
a new and innovative demo-
cratic process for developing
democratic values and practices
among children .

Save the Children Australia
[(SCA) has been implementing a
Children's Development Pro-
gramme in partnership with
nine local Non Government Or-
Janisations (NGOs) in Tangail

Istrict over the last four years.

“This programme was initi-
ated as one of the small compo-
nents of SCA's advocacy type
initiatives for promoting Eﬁﬁd
rights in the country, where
child rights have been violated
largely.” said Marin Brown.
Overseas Programme Manager

of SCA.
Union Council (UC) is the

* lowest unit of local government

and its Chairman and members
are elected by adults. But the
Chairman and members of UCC
in nine unions of Tangail dis-
trict are elected by children,.
This is the first such exercise in
the country.

The child council has three
tiers. The highest tier is Union
Child Council (LICC), the middle
tier is Village Child Council
(VCC) and the lowest is Child
Council [CC).

“The concept of UCC has
been evolved as a proxy model
ol electoral structure for prac-
lising democracy,” said Sultan
Mahmud, Country Director of
SCA.

“The aim of the project is to
orient children to democracy,
nurture democratic values, de-
velop mutual respect and coop-
eration among them," he added.

An elderly man from Kali-
hati thana. Mansocor Rahman,
said “I hope children of our
countiry would be able learn
democratic values and process
from Lhis proxy voting.”

Children cast vote in the

Gl

Children aged six to 14 standing in a long queue to cast their votes in Union Child Council

—Star photo

UCC election. The election pro-
cess was completed satisfacto-
rily. About 82 per cent volers
cast vole. However, at places.
some people tried to influence
children to vote in favour of
their candidates.

The NGOs working with
children in these areas made a
children’s voter list. There are
about 15,750 voters in the nine
unions. An orientation pro-
gramine was organised to fa-
miliarise children with the
electoral process .

A manual for conducting
child council elections was
Eublished and distributed by

e SCA.

Earlier, the NGOs formed
election management commit-
tees. an election commission
and an election tribunal.

Similar elections would take
place every two years,

“If I win the election, I shall
work to create failities so that
children can play, try to pre-
vent dropout from schools and
do many other work for the
good of children” said Parvin,
a candidate for UCC member-
ship and a student of class six
in High School.

| Atique murder

Investigators
yet to make

any headway
By Staff Correspondent

Investigators were yet to
make any headway till last
night as they questioned the
lour, arrested in connection
with the murder of CID inspec-
lor’s driver Alique.

The body of Atique was re-
covered at about 8:30 pm Tues-
day night from the stairs of the
Shgamuli building in which the
CID Inspector Saiful Islam

lives.

Mohammadpur police were
interrogating the four -- Bid-
dyut, the younger brother of the
inspector, Rahim. Jahangir and
Samsuddin. They have been on
a4 three-day remand since yes-
lerday.

Police also interrogated
Janu and Rahima, both maids
employed by the inspector, at
Mohammadpur thana yester-
day.

The olficer-in-charge of the
thana told The Daily Star last
night that they were waiting for
the return of the landlord. * We
are expecting that he can give us
inlormation about the back-
ground of the killing.”

The CID inspector, also the
owner of the building, left
Dhaka for India with his fam-
ily a few days before the killing
of Atique.

Sharjah
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seven Indian batsmen failed to
reachh double figures and only
Saurav Ganguly's 50 saw them
cross the 100-run mark.

Boisterous Pakistani fans in
a sell-out crowd of 26,000
cheered lustily as ljaz Ahmed
and Inzamam-ul Haq saw their
team through after leg-spinner
Anil Kumble had removed the
Openers.

It was Pakistan's 10th title
at this desert venue where they
now hold an emphatic 17-5
wining record over arch-rivals
India.

Scores: India 125 all oul in
45 overs and Pakistan 129 for

two in 28 overs.

Mujibnagar Day

: From page 1

sional pgovernment were:
Tajuddin Ahmed (Prime Minis-
ter). Capt. (retd.) M Mansur Ali
(Finance Minister), AHM
Quamruzzaman (Home. Relief
and Rehabilitation Minister),
and Khandakar Mushtaque
Ahmed (Foreign and Law Af-
fairs Minister).

Acting President Syed
Nazrul Islam read out the
proclamation of the new nation
and his government led the na-

tion's War ol Liberation [or the
next several months till victory

on December 16.

Nazrul Islam also adminis-
tered the oath of office of the
members of the Mujibnagar
government in presence of local
and foreign journalists. Later,
Commander-in-Chief Bangabir
MAG Osmani conducted a
march past and gave salute to
the first government of
Bangladesh. Earlier, the Acting
President hoisted the national
flag as artists rendered the na-
tional anthem-- Aamar Sonar
Bangla, Aami Tomai
Bhalobashi.

Meanwhile, President Sha-
habuddin Ahmed and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina yes-
terday gave separate mﬁss?\%es
on the eve of the historic -
jibnagar Day.

In his message, the president
called upon all, irrespective of
party atlliliations, to maintain
national solidarity, practice
democracy and work together
for the nation’s progress up-
holding the wartime unity.

“This is a red letter day in
our national history...This day,
declaration of the independent
Bangladesh government formed
at Baildyanathtala, later Mu-
Jibnagar in Meher}pur district,
was read out and the Council of
Ministers took oath." recalled
the president.

The prime minister, in her
message, also called upon the
counirymen to unite with the
spirit ol Independence and War
of Liberation to attain national
progress.

"The Bengali nation
achieved independence through
a successful War of Liberation
under the able leadership of the
Mujibnagar government which
was Lilly respectiul to the ideals
of the lather of the nation.” said

Hasina.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed will address a function
in the Osmani Memorial Hall
today as part of the Mujibnagar
Day programmes chalked out
by the Ministry of Cultural Af-

fairs.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will place wreaths at the
portrait of Sheikh Mujibur

Rahman at Bangbanadhu Bha-
van in the city this morning.
She will also take part in a dis-
cussion meeting to be organised
by ruling Awami League at Pal-
tan Maidan at three in the af-
ternoon.

The Awami Leagye’'s pro-
grammes to observe the Mujib-
nagar Day also include hoisting
of national and party flags atop
party offices and ;:ﬁacing
wreaths at Bangabandhu Bha-
van,

Besides, different other so-
cio-cultural and political or-
ganisations have also chalked
out detailed programmes to
mark the day.

Woman wins
$70m jackpot
in US lottery

SANTIAGO, Apr 16: Rela-
tives of a Chilean immigrant
who claimed a 197 million dol-
lar lot jackpot in the United
States dropped from view
Thursday, E.Eunning reporters
clamoring for details about the
new multimillionaire, reports
AP.

Maria Grasso, 54, earned
front-page headlines and exten-
sive radio and television cover-
age in Chile after stepping for-
ward to claim Big Game jack-
pot, the largest lottery prize
ever won by an individual.

Grasso said she would take
the money in one lump sum.
She expects to net about 70 mil-
lion dollars after taxes. her
lawyer said.

One of her sisters, Maria Be-
cerra, appeared briefly on state
television Wednesday, saying
Grasso "fully deserves it, be-
cause she is very good and has
worked hard all her life."

"She has always helped us
all, especially our mother," she
addexd.

My good

“But what 1 did with a good
intention turned out to be a
(personal) disaster,” he noted.

"When somethin was
needed to be done to replace the
Siddhirganj circuit breaker be-

fore a disaster. nobody took no-

tice.

. "Now we have restored the
power supply to a great degree
by diverting the load flow to
Haripur system. This is a tem-
porary arrangement”, he said.

PDB engineers and experts
are looking into the possibility
of replacement of the damaged
circuit breaker which was in-
stalled in early sixties. If re-
placement is not possible, they
will prepare a plan for "perma-
nent diversion” of the load flow
to Dhaka city which consumes
nearly half of the power gener-
ated in the country,

Nuruddin said he will con-
tinue his duties till the govern-
ment finds his replacement. * |
am carrying out my duties ac-
::l:mdin]l%l to my contract. I go by
what the governmernt orders me
to do. If the government wants
to remove me, I will go. If it asks
me Lo stay, I will stay,™ he said.

Replying to a question he
said he is not aware who will
replace him. "I heard Mr Quam-
rul Islam Siddiqui {of LGED)
was suggested to be the Chair-
man (of PDB) but he was not in-
terested in it.”

About the power crisis, the
PDB Chairman said, I tried to
do my best. But my best may not
be good enough,”

He added that as a result of
his efforts, the power genera-
tion scenario would gradually
improve from next month.

“Two private sector barge
mounted plants at Baghabari
and Haripur will add 200 MW of
power to the National Grid by
the end of May,” he said.

"An important power
transmission line, the Comilla-
Hathazari 132 KV line, under-
taken by the PDB, has already
been completed. It will allow
the Raozan power plants in
Chittagong to generate and
supply more power to the Na-
tional Grid. We'll get an addi-
tional 100 MW in the National
Grid soon,” he pointed out.

Due to absence of a 132 KV

| line from Chittagong, the two

intention

210 MW Raozan plants gener-
ated power less than half of
their capacity. Now, PDB will
open the line for use after it
completes synchronisation of
the Comilla-Hathazari line
with the power transmission
system in ghittagun ;

Power plants in the country
are now generating around 2200
MW of power on an average
against a peak-hour demand for
2450 to 2500 MW, leaving a
shortfall of around 300 MW.

Another 110 MW power
plant in Khulna, which is un-
dergoing rehabilitation, will
resume operation on Sunday.
This will add 50 MW power to
the National Grid. Two more
plants undergoing rehabilita-
tion will add another 50 to 70
‘MW by June, he said. |

“With all these, we’'ll get
around 350 to 400 MW within
months. If there is no major
disaster, power supply will be

~around 2500 MW by June”, Nu-

ruddin said.

Demand for power in March
and April is higher than any
other time of the year because of
irrigation, hot spell and other
reasons. By mid-May, demand
for power for irrigation drops.
“That will save around 25-30
MW power,” the FDB Chairman
said .

Tanzila's death:

No clues yet
By Staff Correspondent

Police are yel to find out the
clues to the mysterious death of
Sylvia whose body was recov-
ered [rom Ramna Lake in the
city on Wednesday. |

Tanjila Abedin Sylvia, 18, a
student of the city’s City Col-
lege, had been missing since
Tuesday night,

The Ramna thana duty offi-
cer said they are waiting for the
autopsy report from the Dhaka
Medical College.

Meanwhile, Jainal Abedin,
father of Sylvia. told journal-
ists at his house that she had
committed suicide. He said she
was well behaved and didn't
have any affair. He also said
that she had not left any suicide
note and that before she had left
the house. she did not have any
altercation.
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"PEPSI - GO WORLD CUP" Contest Form

School.saine,
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Guardian's Name (as in passport) PO
Guardian's profession........coo

'AY MON CHAY JE MORE PEPSI...' Because? ( write in 30 words)

Name (as in PasSSPOrt).....ime
AdAress ...

Phone (if any)......

PPN 1 -- | (- o & = 1 < M
. .o = -
Name the Bangladeshi player who scored the first ever century in a ODI Cricket Match?

In which country was the fi'r.st O[.).i"&icket i's..e;l‘étch held?

In the ensuing World Cup with which countries is Bangladesh going to play in the first round?

Drink PEPSI and collect Cricket Hero cards. Cut off the bottom tab of the card and paste

them below to score 24 runs.

Terms & Conditions:

% PEPS] will bear the expenses for- airfare. expenses for s
ground for 6 participants and 6 guardians.

pecific hotel accommodations, food and transport to the Cricket

-----------
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Will you be sitting at home and watching the World Cup? But PEPSI is sure AY MON CHAY JE MORE. You could be the one ta travel to the
World Cup in England, leading the Bangladesh national team to the cricket ground. And your friends will be watching you on TV.
PEPSI as the Global Partners of the World Cup will be sending boys between the age of 10 - 16, from Bangladesh to be part of the World's

Greatest Cricket Tournament. What's more you will have the opportunity to meet the cricket stars from other countries taking part in the

Cricket

RE 6(;% L .

tournament. How could you be a part of of this? Simple ...

Enter the PEPSI- GO WORLD CUP CONTEST which is in 2 Phases.

First Phase

s Answer the questions in the enclosed form.
= Fill in the slogan and qualify for the Second Phase.

=« Winners of the Second Phase will go to the World Cup ( Details below).

Second Phase
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= 24 selected entries along with thier guardians will be participating in the second phase. Each team (a boy and his
~ guardian constituting a team) will play a skill game. Out of this game 6 winners will go to the World Cup.

A life time dream comes true. Your chance to make this “Your World Cup"..

i 4 ling address for sending the entry form:
WORLD CUP GLOBAL PARTNER

- # G.P.0 Box No. 507, Dhaka - 1000
B ALLENTRY FORMS HAVE TO REACH BY 22ND APRIL 1988,
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r; % Only the guardians whose name is given in the form will be eligible to take part in the second phase of the competition. 0 ; f”%i%ﬁﬁf L
[ Change in name of the guardian will not be allowed. S - - .
= Th f i i R L o
= [he age of the guardian must be above 25 years. o g
S Allthe participants must have a valid passport, sl .
< PEPS] will not take any résponsibility for arranging the necessary Visas. o -
- i - 2
s The partmlpa_nts selected in thja 2nd phase must be ready to supply any documents or information asked for. o %
= Any canvassing will result in disqualification of an entry. »
= The judges’ decision on the selection of the participants will be treated as final. : hitnn
= Persons working with PEPSI or Asiatic MCL are not allowed to participate in the competition. S W e * .
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