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'Banana War

ES, it's perhaps going to
be a full-fledged economic
war, to be precise, a
'‘banana war", between the two
economic giants — America and
the newgr emerging ‘united’
Europe, flying on the wings of
their new common currency —
'Euro’. You can define it as a
'‘war for banana', or, 'war over
banana’', or, 'war of banana'. In
fact, it is a big clash of interests
between them. And this 'war'
seems to be coming closer and
closer due to the recent failure
of any breakthrough in their
talks at the World Trade
Organization's (WTO) HQ in
Geneva, where it hras been
hanging fire since 1993.
Although WTO is supposed to act
as a mediator to settle any trade
dispute that arises between iis
member states, numbering
some 134, it has failed so far to
find any meaningful solution.
The Director General
WTO, Renato Ruggiero, in a re-
cent statement, has reiterated
that the solution of the dispute
lay within the WTO's dispute
Prucﬂdures, included in the
Dispute Settlement Under-
standing' (DSU). Still both the
parties are locked in 'wrangling'
over interpretation of certain
clauses. America, as usual,
wants to have its own 'interpre-
tation' as the final one. 'Head 1
‘'win, tail you lose', is perhaps
the bottom-line of its policy.
And America has been enforc-
ing this policy of 'might is
rig%nt'. since it had grounded its
former one-time cold-war rival
Soviet Union, to have a smooth
'solo-flight' like a' 'lone-ranger’
down the wide 'wild' world.

- Banana Business, or
Monkey Business?

But how the banana 'explo-
sion’ occurred at all? The
episode began some six years
ago, in 1993, when European
‘Union (EU) decided to import
bananas from its former
colonies in the Caribbeans,
known as 'banana republics',

of

instead of America, in order to

boost the economy of these de-
veloping countries. Since then
‘America is grumbling about
EU’s banana policy and the dis-
pute has preoccupied most of
the time of the WTO. The matter

OMESTIC Violence is now
recognized as one of the
most entrenched and
pervasive forms of violence in
our society, and it causes long-
term harm to the victims. It is
estimated that 90 to 97 per cent
of domestic violence is
perpetrated by the husband or
male partner of a marriage or
de facto relationship. It takes
many different forms. It may be
physical abuse, or emotional,
verbal, social, economic and
sexual abuse.
relationships are marked by a
sustained power imbalance in
favour of the violent partner.
Emotional Abuse: This hap-
pens when the husband or male
partner in an intimate rela-
tionship deliberately under-
mines the wife's or partner's
. confidence, leading her to be-
lieve she is crazy, stupid, or use-
less, etc. There is continual psy-
chological harassment, verbal
abuse and behaviour by the
partner (and often by his family
as well), which humiliates the
woman and erodes her belief in
herself. Emotional abuse in-
‘cludes terrorizing the woman
by verbal threats to her life, and
damage to her treasured obijects.

Social Abuse is a behaviour
by the man that damages the
woman's social relationships.
Verbal abuse in front of other
people — such as put-downs,
jokes or criticisms of her
weight, appearance, sexuality,
or intelligence — is a form of
social abuse,

Economic Abuse refers to
controlling a woman by
severely limiting her access to
money or financial resources, A
man may demand that his
partner manage hﬂusekeepin%
on a very small amount o
money, may abuse her for not
being able to do so, and in man
cases, he may also disagree wit
and refuse to pay for her own
material needs. On the other
hand. he may prohibit that she
go out to work, and may make it
impossible for her to do so, or
he may demand that she hand
over her income to him if she is
allowed to go to work.

Sexual abuse includes a
-ranFe of sexually abusive and
exploitative behaviour towards

the partner including rape,
threats of violence, forced
compliance in degrading sexual
acts, forced viewing of pornog-
raphy, sexual harassment, etc.
Verbal or emotional abuse is
the most pervasive form of do-
mestic .violence. It is a domi-
nant feature of all violent rela-
tionships, particularly during
the build-up phase before a
physically violence episode.
The culture of violence at
home a fostered and main-
tained by patriarchy, which ac-
cepts inequality between men
and women in almost all
spheres. Women in such soci-
eties are [
identity; their identity is de-

Such abwusive -

given no personal -

FOCUS

' against Europe : '""Head I Win,

Tail You Lose" US Policy?

by A M M Shahabuddin

To make EU toe US line in global trade would be more subtle buf potentially destructive, in case the current
WTO talks go against America. In that case WTO's authority as a mediator may even be undermined. To face
such an eventuality, how far EU member countries would succeed only future events will show.

has now reached such a pass
that though the majority of the
134 members have most of the
time supported Europe's deci-
sion aug viewed the US tactics
as 'unfair’, they have now be-
came 'fed up' with endless and

prolonged 'banana talks’,
wasting, according to them,
precious time and energy of the
organization at the cost of other
disputes gettin% pending. So
they would prefer to have an
early solution of this 'banana
problem’ in which both parties
are heading for an unpleasant
political row. This 'row' would
Eerhaps change the 'banana

usiness,’ into a 'monkey-busi-
ness’, in the long run.

When persistent efforts are
being made by WTO to find a
solution, America has recently
come down with heavy hands Lo
block European goods from be-
ing imported as a 'retaliation’ of
EU's decision to bypass Ameri-
can bananas. To be more point-
edly effective, American ad-
ministration has asked Ameri-
can importers of European
goods to deposit funds to the
tune of US$ 520 million as
compensation for the American

.banana companies for their al-

leged lost sales equal to that
amount as a result of EU's new

policy.
100 pc Tariif on

European Goods

Thus America has built up a
strong tariff wall by indirectly
imposing 100 pc tariff, blocking
imports from Europe. America
has, no doubt, raised a big
storm over a 'pack of bananas’.
And surprisingly, America has
slapped a sort of 'sanctions’
against Europe, on a published
test of EU imports, without any
formal approval of the WTO,
which is now mooting the

practically 'monopolised' its
authority to impose sanctions
against recalcitrant' countries
to teach them a good lesson to
be long remembered. It has a
good track record of such sanc-
tions with which it has come
out with flying colours. In such
cases, America flies high, no
doubt, but as it goes up, it shows
its 'long tail' to the world below.

'‘Unjustified' Action
Says EU

As ected, the US action
has evoked a sharp reaction
from the EU. The EU Trade Am-
bassador to WTO, Roderick Ab-
bot, giving his reaction, told an
on-going WTO meeting that the
American action was 'unjusti-
fied, unauthorised, unlawful
and unacceptable'. Mr Abbot
further said that United States
"is declaring war on any or zll
WTO members whose compli-

ance it decides is inadequate
and — to judge from our recent
experience — on the basis that
will enforce its rights but will
not necessarily respect its obli-
gations." A bold and new voice,
no doubt, raised against the
only superpower of the world by
Europe! But the US officials
now attending the 'banana
talks' at the WTO were reported
to be 'adamant’ that the 'sanc-
tions’' in the form of 100 pe
‘punitive tariff imposed by tﬁe
Clinton Administration was
'the proper way to protect
against EU foot-dragging.” But
who is dragging whose foot?
Who will be the judge, if WTO is
ignored by America? One's ad-
vantage is proverbially anoth-

. er's disadvantage. That is why

the EU has openly accused
Washington of "declaring war
on countries that fail to toe the
US line on global trade rules”.

‘whole dispute. But America has '

US-Japan Trade War

It is not anything new with
America. It had shown this 'bul-
ly' face during its "trade war"
with Japan a couple of years
back when Japan refused to
comply with US dictates. Since
Japan has assumed the role of a
creditor country, replacing
America, in 1986, America felt
panicky that it might lose its
economic supremacy to Japan
and the Japanese 'Yen' was con-
sidered as a big rival of US dol-
lar. America's ever-increasing
trade deficit of about 60 billion
US dollars was the main cause
of the clash of trade interests,
because Japan was now in a
commanding position. And
Japan had always refused to
liberalise its trade policy and
give special preferences to
America, so that America could

'gate-crash’ into the Japanese .

markets with huge merchan-
dise, including cars and elec-
tronics. But that didn't happen.
Today, gconomists think that

. the US %lnhal trade deficit in

1999 is likely to surpass the
Tecord' $169 billion imbalance
set last year, And the growing
trade deficit between the two
countries reached a bursting
point.

In 1995, President Clinton
announced that Washington
would take strong action
against Japan for its 'recalci-
trant’ behaviour and the Presi-
dent's National Economic
Council (NEC) thought of im-
posing a tariff against Japanese
goods, mostly cars and elec-
tronics, up to 1000 pc, targeting
some one billion US dollars
worth of imports from Japan.
As a prompt reaction to this US
‘threat’, Japan sought WTO's ad-
vice.

And in this US-Japan 'trade-
war', the role of EU countries

was remarkable. They not only
distanced themselves from
America, but also supported
Japan against America's "bully-
ing behaviour"”. That created a
big 'sinus’' problem for America!

Now for America, the only
way out to bring 'recalcitrant’
Japan to its knees was to use its
'secret weapon' of manipulation
by its 'grand-master' economic
magicians to deestabilise the
linancial market and thereby

cause wide-spread turmoil in

Asian and particularly Japan's
money market. And that is ex-
actly what happened. Japan's
economy slided down the hill
and it is now swallowing
American 'elixir' and ‘healin

pills’ through the spoons o

IMF. According to recent re-
ports, American goods, mainly
cars and electronics, have now
found their way into the
Japanese markets. So what the
Americans couldn't achieve
through trade-talks, got it
through sheer ‘economic magic'.

The same history of US 'bul-
lying policy' and manipulation
is going to repeat itself in Eu-
rope to cut EU to its proper size,
The scenario is the same and
the 'medicine’ being 'prescribed’
is also the same. They have just
imposed the tariff on imported

goods from EU countries at 100

pc as a retaliatory measure
against EU's decision not to im-
port American bananas. And
America knows well that if this
‘arm-twisting' policy does not
achieve its mission, it would
use its 'secret weapon' invisible
in application, but quiet 'visi-
ble' in its ‘reaction'! Japan's 're-
covery' is a wonderful example
for EU countries to take note of.

US Dream about

Europe
In fact, America has a long-

Preventing Domestic Violence

by Akhter Jahan Rahman

In emphasizing non-violence and punishing violence, one must offer to replace the rewards of violence, with the
rewards of happier relationships, independence within relationship, self-respect, self-confidence, self-
responsibility, openness, and the respect of one's family,

rived from their husband's; and
they are loocked upon as chat-
tels, men being their owners.
When a woman marries, she be-
comes the property of the hus-

band. On the wedding day the .

womart in our culture is meant
to "salaam" or "pronum” her
husband. They are brought up to
believe that their heaven is at
the feet of their husbands. The
belief that women are subordi-
nate to men who need to kee
them in line, exists in other ch—
tures as well:

‘The man who is not master
of his wile is not worthy of be-
ing a man' (18th century French
saying)

‘Never hit your woman with
the petal of a rose but the
thorny stem’' (Spanish saying)

‘A wife may love a husband
who never beats her, but she
does not respect him' (Russian
saying)

'Women should be struck
regularly, like gongs' (An East-
ern saying)

Thus domestic violence
knows no cultural bounds, nor
socio-economic barriers. It is
not just an aberration of some
‘bad marriages’, but an expres-
sion of the power relationship
implicit in marriage, and of the
culture of masculinity. Tradi-
tionally boys are brought up to
expect that they should be dom-
inant in their relationship with
women, and to have greater
economic and social power
than women. Society sanctions
this in many ways.

Women's traditional role
uts her in a master-servant re-
ationship with her husband.
He is the boss of the family be-
cause he provides for them. In
return, the woman is responsi-
ble for satisfying all his needs.
Over time, violence has be-
come part of the definition of
masculinity. Boys and men re-
ceive powerful messages from a
wide range of influences which
teach them that being violent is
part of being a man. 'Real men'
are strong, tough and rful.
Men are considered to be the
owners of their families, and
therefore superior and should
be 'in control'. Femininity is

equated with being docile,

child-like, helpless, passive,
obedient and dependent. The
idea that women should be 'kept
in their place’, i.e., the place of
subordination and of lesser im-
portance than men, is still pow-
erful, and influences the posi-
tion of women in most patriar-
chal socjeties today.

Thus cultural and tradi-
tional practices lay the founda-
tion for domestic violence. It
does not take the form of physi-

cal abuse in all cases: nor do the
other forms of abuse exist in-
tensely in all homes. But to the
extent that women's prescribed
subservient roles exist in a so-

ciety; to the extent that mas-

culinity is equated with tough-
ness and dominalion of womnen;
and to the extent that viclence
is accepted and promoted in cul-
tural and other activities (e.g.,
in literature, films, sports etc.),

the groundwork exists for men

Lo use violence as a method of
controlling their partners and
families,

Preventive Approaches

The Women's Movement

brought the issue of domestic
violence out into the open in the
late '70s, and insisted that it
was a crime and should be
treated as such by the police and
the courts. Legislation has now
been passed in many countries
criminlising, it in an effort to
protect the victims and the
children who are also trauma-
tized by it. However, criminal
sanctioning alone is not going
to.stop domestic violence. De-
terrent is necessary in cases of

known violence. However, ef-
fective prevention of domestic
violence needs to be approached
from three different tﬂrectinns.

Primary prevention, which
involves addressing entire
population with a view to pre-
venting violence from occur-
ring at all. This will be elabo-
rated later.

Secondary prevention in-
volves directing interv:i tion
strategies towards subseciions
of the population which are be-
lieved to be at particular risk.
Programmes and services are
aimed at helping the women
who have been abused, and
their children who have wit-
nessed domestic violence. Pro-
gramme objectives are to em-
power the victims, and to en-
hance their ability to develop
safe, non-violent relationships.
Programmes are also estab-
lished to help the children who
are the 'silent victims', whether
or not they demonstrate symp-
toms of harm. Some important
aspects of such secondary pre-
vention programmes are fre-
quent home visits by Social
Workers, and linking families
assessed as high-risk, pro-
grammes ‘(such as, violence
counselling, assertiveness
training, personal development

courses, parenting training,
etc.). Seconda prevention
programmes would also involve

training police officers, family

lawyers, marriage counsellors,

hospital staff and other profes-
sionals with abused women as

clients, to identify domestic vi-
olence and take protective ac-
tions.

Parents are also given help
in understanding the effect of
domestic violence on children,
and on their own relationship.
They need assislance in dealing
with issues of gender, conflict
resolution, power and control.
They are linked to parent edu-
cation programmes to stop the
use of corporal punishment in
child management, which
teaches acceptability of the use
of violence by the more power-
ful on the less powerful. Parents
are taught non-violent child
rcnring practices as alterna-
tives. Sweden first imposed a

ban on corporal punishment in
child-rearing, in 1979.
Tertiary prevention refers to
strategies put in place to reduce
the severity, duration and re-
currence ol problem after it is
established. These programmes
are aimed at individuals who
are already demonstrating
problems. Thus the violent men
are first of all restrained, then
referred for treatment involv-
ing anger management, train-
ing in problem solving skills,
values training (or re-training),
personal development, etc.

Primary Prevention

Corporal punishment and
violent practices in families do
not exist in a vacuum, and
therefore, without addressing
the roots of the problem, sec-
ondary and tertiary preventive
measures will only have lim-
ited influence. Changes to the
legislation and punitive mea-
sures rely on control and sup-
pression. Furthermore, no
country could provide adequate
services for all victims and sur-
vivors. Primary prevention
must be a big part of all preven-
tive efforts.

The Australian National
Strategy for the Prevention of
Child Abuse and Neglect
(Calvert, 1993) emphasized the
need for ¢ people's atti-
tudes, beliefs, and behaviour.
Social and structural factors
behind violence need to be ad-
dressed and modified, he, gen-
der roles and the construction
of "masculinity” and 'feminini-
ty'. Social factors that must be
addressed are:

1. The structural imperative
of male dominance in the fam-
ily and in society at large,

2. Cultural norms that en-
courage/excuse violence, espe-
cially male violence, in the
family and the wider society,

and condone female suppres-

sion and victimization,
3. The training in violence

that goes on in both the family
and society.

ﬁ- '{‘he use of violence for 'so-
cially legitimate' purposes,

5. The lack Glp g{?ﬂived al-
ternatives for dealing with the
inevitable conflict that natu-
rally arises in family-life.

Braithwaite (1992) says that
an undesirable beahviour, like
murder, needs to be unthink-
able for us not to contemplate
carrying it out. He says that the
processes of 'shaming’ murder-
ers in the 'old’ days, was more
aboul internalizing mores of
society in order to discourage
aberrant behaviour, than being
punitive and negative, It aims
to increase pride, self-esteem,
and identification with one's
community as a result of inter-
nalization. Braithwaite of of-
fers and example of a domestic
violence enforcement pyramid
and says that the aimn should be,
for children to grow up with an
internalized abhorrence of vio-

lence. to take pride in respect-

ing the rights of others, includ-
ing women, and to take pride in
caring for others. In his model,
the self-sanctioning conscience

would be the first deterrent, and
criminal sanctions would be at
the top of the pyramid, with so-
cial disapproval, family con-
frontation, confrontation by
outside agency workers, and re-
straint orders coming in be-
tween these, in ascending order.
Primary prevention must
therefore begin with childhood.
Attitudes, beliefs and be-
haviours are learnt in early
childhood, and it is harder to
unlearn them in adult hood.
School programmes need to be
developed at both primary and
secondary levels to teach chil-
dren to be morally against do-
mestic violence, to value all
human beings equally, to share
responsibilities, and to con-
front conflict in non-violent
ways. One such programme,
called the Perry Preschool pro-
gramme, is being successiully
tried in many areas of the
United States. Similar pro-
grammes will also be useful at
the late primary school level,
i.e., between 8-12 years of age,
when chil'dren's cognitive de-
velopment can allow them to
coniront the issues of violence '
in their own families, before:
the impact of violent role mod- |
elling becomes entrenched in
their social conditioning and |
behavioural patterns.
Programmes for adolescents
need to: ; |
* highlight the issue of vio-
lence during dating; |
* raise awareness of the na- |
ture and extent of viofence |

since the end of World War

when it had fixed a target on the
distant horizon. Beginning
with the launching of the 'Mar-
shall Aid', named after the US
Secretary of State George Mar-
shall, America spent millions

' cherished dream about Eurl:'.?e
I,

‘of dollars for the rehabilitation

and reconstruction of war-dev-
astated Europe. It undoubtedly
paved the way for a solid 'bas-
tion' for America in Europe dur-
ing the cold-war period. It was

further strengthened with the

formation of NATO and sta-

tioning of US forces and war
machines in strategic areas of
Europe to look over the shoul-
ders what its cold-war rival
Soviet Union was 'cooking' in
its backyard in Eastern Europe,

But there always comes up a 's-
nag' that blocks the way of a
smooth passage. That is what
happened when Europe, as a
united force, wanted to stand
up, under the EU and walk tal]
before America, particularly af-
ter the floating of its common
currency ‘Euro’ which threatens
as a potential rival of US dollar,
as Japanese Yen once did. So

America discerns a danger
signal. _

America's next move, there-
fore. to make EU toe US Jine in
global trade would be more sub-
tle but potentially destructive,
in case the current WTO talks go
against America. In that case
WTO's authority as a mediator
may even be undermined. To
face such an eventuality, how
far EU member countries would
succeed only future events will
show. But before that, the EU
will have to put its own house in
order as the en masse resigna-
tion by the EU commission
members on corruption charges
at this moment gives a wrong
signal. The strategists and op-
portunist are always waiting in
the wings to take advantage of
pitfalls. The storm over the im-
position of 'punitive tariffs' by
America against European
ﬁnuds is gathering over the

orizon. The 'eye' of the ensuing
storm is already shining. Eu-
rope will have to pull up its
?.tncks and stand united to face
it.

against girls and women in re-
lationships:

* increase the understandin
of young people of the effects o
domestic violence, and dating
violence;

* educate young people of the
unacceptability of violence and
abusive actions by boys men
against girls/women;

* encourage attitudes and
skills in young people that will
enable them to develop non-vi-
olence, equitable relationships;

*» teach and encourage girls of
the indicators of violence and

to take steps to protect them- .

selves from these actions:’

* educate young people in

how the stereotyping of men's
and women's roles contribute
to domestic violence:

* familiarize the youth with
resources available to them,
their families, and their
friends.

Awareness of the effects of
domestic violence on children
should be raised within the
community. The government,
the community, and individu-
als need to work together to
achieve this. Community edu-
cation campaigns involving the
media, the publication of in-

formation packages, pamphlets

and videos, at government as
well as community levels, need
to be established. Programmes
need to be developed which en-
courage equality between boys
and girls, men and women, and
greater involvement of males in
child-rearing. There should be
encouragement at the private as
~well as the public sector, of mer
‘to be more empathic, caring an
demonstrative. Frugrmes
need to be supported by ¢ cs
in social v ulﬁ. angyncw im-
ages of social relations are re-
quired. There also needs to be
more regulation of violence in
sports and television.

In emphasizing non-vio-
lence and punishing violence,
one must offer to replace the
rewards of violence, with the
rewards of happier relation-
ships, independence within re-
lationship, self-respect, self-
confidence, self-responsibility,
openness, and the respect of
one's family.

Levinsen (1989), in his
cross-cultural study of 90 com-
munities found 16 societies in
which "family violence is
largely non-existent". To use
his words : "Violence is not an
inevitable consequence of fam-
ily life, as evidenced by the 16
societies." Whilst is can be dis-
couraging that only 16 out of 90
societies came up to scratch, it
can also be taken as encourag-
ing that the 16 societies demon-
strate that it is possible to live
without violence. -

The writer is Senior Ps?-
chologist, Family and Youth
Service, De, nt of Human
Services, Government of South
Australia ] i,
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Cul_tur'e énd th?

Issue of Disability

by Shahidul Haque

ULTURAL aspect of any

country/region is not e .
Ctn define. It is pﬂnclp:ﬁ;

dependent on sociology,
economy, psychology, of a
particular society as well as
region. Hardly one can fix the
limits of impact of religion,
political system on culture.
Consequently, it is very

difficult to circumscribé cul-

‘tion wil

ture. Owing to extensive and
multidimensional inheritance,
culture reflects its heteroge-
neous as well as homogeénous
traits in every sphere of life,
which starts from family and
does not end to a certain bound-
ary. Culture by its origin is
transnational. It is evidenced

by individual character to the

national character in every
moment in our everyday lives,
Main theme of this article is to
realise the roots of develop-
ment. It is an attempt to visu-
alise cultural deeprooted-ness
of the notion — development.
This is not an endeavour to
delve into development as a
whole concept. Rather this will
centre round cultural barrier,
which is impeding and delaying
our national development.

My 17 years wor experi-
ences in different capacities en-
tail one of the most stunning
encounter, that is all of us are
much concerned about individ-
ual or family development,
while we are equally indifferent
about the institution from
where we are receiving the
means to lead the famii,. Insti-
tution here infer to one's own
working place. Attachment to a
particular institution/organi-
sation in other words employ-
ment/engagement is the way to
bear u
a whole. It's the origin of eve

material aspect and social affil-

iation to some extent of our life.
It's like a tree where institu-
tional involvement is the root

and social life can be termed as |

branch and/or leaves. However,
we are much responsive to the
branch and leaves and almost
entirely apathetic about the
root.

Now the question is in this
unresponsive surroundings
how long the root i.e. institu-
remain operative to
support the individual, family
and the society as a whole? This
maneuvering looks like violat-
ing the institution for the sake
of family. This raping behavior
involves gaining personal sat-
isfaction at the cost of institu-
tion where with every motion it
is gradually dying, fading out,
losing its strength instead of
developing. In reality, our such
behaviour identifies our culture
as more masculine and is a

simple projection of our own

cultural alienation, breach in
our indigenous ideas, emo-

tional disg%%gg, gﬁuﬂgd aspira;
tion and above m’cpéﬁéﬁ%e%’

That is again strongly tied up
with a specific situation to a
Earticu]ar history. On the other

and, yet we could not manage
to develop any alternative way
for developing a well-accepted
behaviour, achieving recogni-
tion, good values and above all
an efiort for sustainable devel-
opment to be followed by the
nation builders.

Most of the nation building
initiatives, in other words de-
velopment efforts, taken by the
experts since the very inception
of Bangladesh are abortive in
nature. It is time to break the si-
lence about the abortive. While
we are trying to illustrate this
burning scene of this milieu
there is no question of keeping
silent about this shortcoming
in our development effort.

Cultural aspects of disability
in this paper will be interpreted
in terms of being in the midst of
present development initia-
tives, which are mostly imper-
fect in nature as described
above. A growing number of ex-
perts of local communities,

donors and government are

more or less much aware about

‘the disability issue. It is also !

true that they are very much
sympathetic to this issue espe-
cially when it is time to express
commitment in any
rangements like seminar. and

‘workshop. However, it is little

bit hard to see and say to the na-
tion, why they forget and lack
commitment in their work?
Why they forget to include this
when they adopt policy, under-
take development work, and

-when they finally implement

an li Where is 1 the
rug;:spgf iﬁa failure? }rgtheir-
commitment, if any, is only in |
the speech, and words; why it is
not in the practice?

If we have a deeper vision of
our culture we can obtain some

'lu%nal explanation to such in-
di

erence. Ours is a predomi-
nantly paternalistic kind of
culture, which manifests dom-'
ination of one on others. In a
paternalistic culture the re-
ceiver can hardly have any
opinion because, here it is the
service provider who has got to
fix everything for the recipi-
ents. This is reflected even in’

|'case of love and affection wheré
‘controlling is one of the most:

| strongest criteria of such
nomenon. In a paternalistic .

he-~

our family, social life as

public ar- |

‘tive while
functions, t

society like ours where domina-
tion of opulent on the indigent
prevails in almost everywhere, |
Erngress and development are
ound to be very slow. Gradu-
ally, the suppressed groups lose
their spirit to flourish and to
develop their qualities. And in
a paternalistic culture like
Eanglladesh the non-disabled:
people triumph over the dis-

.abled %i In such a tradi
.~ non-disabled are the ones {o

cide everything either good or
bad for the disabled. Practice of
such behaviour makes us to al-
most entirely forget the suffer-
ers who really know what suf-
ferings is. Consequently, prob-
lems of disability remain un-
touched in many cases. :
Secondly, religious tradition

is playing a vital role in our cul- |
ture. This arises mostly from |
erpreting values |
by different groups. It is found |

the way of int

that it was possible to interpret
religious values with value
added approach and one can
hardly find any interpretation
which are value neutral in na-
ture. This value-added interpre-
tation is creating dependency in
the name of helping the people.
What we see in our tradition is
that in the name of helping the
helpless it is encouraging beg-
ging culture which in turn is
also distorting morality. !
Thirdly when- religious |
scholars especially from Islam |
always remain much conserva-
115:n=;s::ri‘l;ung social
eir stress on con-
servativeness makes interpre-
tation of religious values more
and more obscure. Then it be-'
comes much hard to challenge
social injustice, inappropriate
class structures and to stand |
against social exploitation and/
domination. They have devel-
oped some mechanism to fight
against social injustice but
those are very much idealistic
in nature, in other words much
ambiguous. In a developing |
country like Bangladesh where |
more than 80 per cent of the'
people are uneducated, there it
is not easy for the majority to
deal with such ambiguity to de-
velop a deep insight. The gen-
eral people due to their infor-
mation deficiency cannot cir-
cumscribe all the religious val-
ues. Consequently they remain
almost entirely dependent on
others to perform their reli-
ious duties. In such a situation
elping the vulnerable becomes
one of the strongest path to get a
better life after cﬁrath. This
helping heritage has taken the |
shape of giving alms. The givers |
have also got an idea that the
more the recipient is vulnerable

- the more will be the return.

Gradually, a culture: named,
begging has developed among
the vulnerable. People got, used
to give more alms to the dis-
abled beggar, as they look more
vulneérable due to their func-
tional limitation. In this al-
most all of the givers abide by
the process to their own gain i.e.
a better life after death but none
is caring to develop inner quali-
ties of human beings although
disabled so that their depen-
dency would disappear. How-
ever, duality exist even in this

ractice of giving alms. The
sabled Eééréara are getling

more alms on the street when

' makers and implementers re-
' garding disability issue and on |

%‘_our national

| r,

the givers notice them. Never-
theless, they are almost entirely
excluded when the favour is
provided in a more systematic
way. For instance, in Islam
jakat, fitra etc. are given in a
methodical way. People who are
giving jakat and fitra it is a
preplanned event for them.
However, supply is very little in
the face of overwhelming de- |
mand. As such getting jakat and
fitra involve practicing muscle
power among the receivers
which ultimately leads to ex- |

clusion of ﬂ!ﬁﬂhlﬁdnhéﬂp:
Our society is a case, where |

everyone is talking about phys- |
ical integration and no one is
wonderin about men--
tal/psychological integration.
Without integration of and
mind it is perhaps very cult
for any one to work as a whole.
This is one of the ultimate
causes of our under develop-
ment. |
Though we are at the end of
the Asia and Pacific decade for
the disabled people, if we to
scan the achievement it be
very hard to find cases of suc-
cess that would sustain. Espe- |

cially when it is the question of 1|

raising voice about cultural de- |
velopment and disability issue, |
we fIiJIld that here we are |
stopping the whole of develop- |
ment and disabling our spirit |
and strength. In our culture or |

ractice no one is looking for

is/her own fault, rather ev-|
eryone is much busy in detect-'

ing others' fault. We are much |

used to advise other but no one
is keen to practice some good |
advice in his/her own life. In'
this situation what should be
the tation from the policy-

integrating it in the sphere of|
activities, one

Wonders

'SARPV-Bangladesh. . |

HEY! T CAN SEE THE
CUORVATURE OF THE EARTH!
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HOLD IT! THATS
Mme STOMACH
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-ONLY ONE
MAN'S OPINION

._Jafﬁes Bond e
BY LAN FLEMING :
DRAWING BY HORAX
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HERE'S THE
POISON... NO
SUMAGS, BUT
i ﬂ#ﬂﬂ%ﬂ
ISHES BY
ONSTRICTING
THE BlLOOD
THEIR Guts
2Eer Tue
PICTURE 2

0K, Jimt BOY —
YOU AND NYLA GET
OUT THERE AND
SIGNAL, SOON AS
YOU'VE ROUNDED UP
OUR SPECIMEN !

FLL GO UP-CURRENT AND
POUR THE STUFF $0 IT'LL
PRIFT DOWNSTREAM

VERY

TOWARDS You !

YOU DON'T LOOK
HAPPY, JAMES,
CONSIDERING WE'RE
D e
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