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Board crisis
cripples SL
cricket

COLOMBO, Apr 11 (AFP/ In-
ternet): Sri Lanka's premier
league cricket matches were in-
definitely postponed following
the suspension of the newly-
elected Cricket Board, officials
here said Sunday.

The matches were due to be
played Saturday but the um-
pires decided a%ainst going
ahead because of last week's
court ruling suspending the
cricket board pending an in-
quiry into last month's elec-
tions, officials said.

Colombo district judge
A.M.A. Salam ordered the
newly-elected executive com-
mittee headed by Thilanga
Sumathipala not to function
until April 19, after a challenge
by a defeated candidate is
heard.

The chief executive officer of
the Board, Dhammika Rana-
tunga, who is not an elected
member, said the committee
that functioned until the March
elections will now be in charge.

Sumathipala's election is
challenged by defeated candi-

late Clffod Ratwatte, who is a
b rother of Prime Minister
51 rima Bandaranaike aad an
un cle of President Chandrika
Kur.naratunga.

L.31st month's elections to the
crick.2t board were marred by
allega tions of widespread mal-
practice, intimidation and as-
saults,

Rajshahi cricket

From Ouir Correspondent

RAJSHA HI, Apr 11: Youth
Cricket School and Janapriya
Sporting Cluib moved into the
final of the Siraj memorial
kishore cricket league.

In the first semiiinal at the
collectorate pliayground Youth
Cricket School defeated Band-
han Krira Chakr.a by 96 runs.

Batting first, Youth Cricket
School scored 18() for five in the
stipulated 25 over:si. Suman and
Sijar made the hif‘,hest 54 and
45 runs respectively.

- In reply, Bandhan KC went
all out scoring only 84 in 15.3
overs.

In the second semifinal,
Janapriya Sporting Club de-
feated Laxmipur Cricketers
Club by 17 runs.

Batting first, Janapriya
scored 107 for nine in 23.5
OVers. '

In reply, Laxmipur Crick-
eters Club lost all wickets [or 90
in 22.2 overs..

The final match will be held
tomorrow in the same venue.

Pahela Baishakh
“sports festival

A day-long Cute Baishakhi
sports lestival will be held on
Wednesday at the Outer Sta-
dium to celebrate “Pahela
Baishakh", the first day of the
Bangla year, reports UNB.

NSC secretary A S M Alj
Kabir will inaugurate the festi-
val while State Minister for
Youth and Sports Obaidul
Quader will distribute the

prizes. The meet has been spon-
sored by Mousumi [ndusiries
Limited.

Four disciplines — swim-
ming, Kabaddi, Wrestling and
Kho Kho — are included in the
first ever sports festival of its
kind that will start at 9 am and
conclude at 5 pm.

Kabaddi, wrestlin
kho competition will be held at
the Outer Stadium, while
swimming will be held at the
Ramna Lake.

The details of the meet were
disclosed by the festival com-
mittee chairman Monir Hos-
sain at a press conference at the
kho kho federation office yes-
terday.

Eight teams will take part in
the Kabaddi competition, six
schools in the kho kho meet, 16
grapplers of the present SAF
Games camp will take part in
wrestling while the swimming
will be open to all.

and kho

Police fine
Vitesse

AMSTERDAM, Apr 11
[Reuters/Internet): Police ar-

rested 134 Vitesse Arnhem fans

and fined them for failing to
obey an instruction to leave the
vicinity of the club's Gelderome

ground following the match
against FC Twente.

"We have had problems in
recent games with a group of
around 100 to 150 supporters," a
ﬁlﬂ:e spokesman saic??:n Sun-

"The police had warned these
supporters that if they did not
leave when told they would be
arrested.”

Police had been monitorin
the fang and had told about 25
to leave the car and bus parking
area outside the stadium about
half an hour after Saturday's
match.

The 134 who refused to move
were arrested. Some were fined
400 guilders (200 dollars) for
failing to obey police orders.

Those under 18 were fined 250

guilders.

Agassiedgesahead -

asrain again
HONG KONG, Apr 11
{(Reuters/Internet): Andre
Agassi had just broken Boris

Becker's service in the opening
game of the deciding set when

rain again halted play in the
Enng ong Open final on Sun-
ay

Eecker won a first s
tiebreak 7-4 and ot

'the 'I;sl?:om:l set 6-4.
! e r's first meeti
thia 19«5’? eting since

U.S. Open semifinal
was delayed for several hours

after drizzle stopped play in the

opening game,

Agassi took

Chess greats Viswanathan Anand (R) of India an

ﬂ Russian An

LONDON, Apr
| 1(Reuters/ Inter-
net): Aston Villa
collected their
first win in 11
league games on

Saturday as they beat 10-man
Southampton 3-0 at Villa Park
in the English Premier League.

On a ln-tey day dominated
by the battle to avoid relegation
Middlesbrough beat Charlton
Athletic 2-0, Derby County de-
feated bottom side Nottingham
Forest 1-0 and Leicester City
against West Ham United ended
goalless.

Southampton have 30 points
with five games remaining. Ev-
erton, who play Coventiry on
Sunday, Blackburn and Charl-
tonn all have 31. Forest have 21
points and look certain to be

oy

relegated.
The big guns are in action on
Sunday when Manchester

United play Arsenal and Tot-
tenham Hotspur play Newcastle
United in the F.A. Cup semifl-
nals. Third-placed Chelsea, five
points behind leaders Manch-
ester United, visit Wimbledon
in the league,

Villa, top of the league at the
start of the year. had managed

| just three points from their last

10 games but were due a win
against Southampton who have
Lhe league’s worst away record.
After Mark Draper had shot
Villa ahead in the 13th minute,

the game turned in the 40th
when Southampton's Norwe-
gian defender Claus Lundekvam
sent off for his second harsh
booking, sparking furious
protests from his team mates
and the hench.

Villa were in charge from
then on and wrapped it up when
substitute Paul Merson set up
Julian Joachim to make it 2-0
after 66 minutes. Dion Dublin
completed the vietory with an
89th minute header.

Villa miove up to fifth and
first team coach Steve Harrison
said the victory had been very
welcome. "It was a good win and
we really needed it.” he said.

"We played badly for a couple
of months but we've been
threatening it over the last
couple of weeks."

Harrison also paid tribute to
Merson. who left the pitch in
tears. Merson. a self-confessed
alcoholic and giamhling addict,
said this week he was "back on
the edge” after more problems
in his personal life and after
losing his place in the first
team.

“There's no problem. 1 think
it was just a relief," said Harri-
son of Merson's tearful depar-
fure.

'"He gave an exhibiton out
there today and when the crowd
chanted his name ... he's just an

‘emiotional sort of fella.”

Villa’s 11-game jinx over
..

Second from bottom
Southampton were always
struggling after Lundekvam's
red card. "It changed the face of
the game, it was a killer for us,”
said Southampton coach Dave
Jones.

"It doesn't mater what the
referee says to me about the
sending off - I just don't under-
stand it."

Charlton were below par at
dudrilesbrough and were un-
done by Hamilton Ricard.

The Colombian scored his
18th of the season to put Boro
ahead after 35 minutes and
then set up Robbie Mustoe for
the second after an hour.

Forest trail Southampton by
nine points and look doomed
alter going down to an 85th
minute Horacio Carbonari goal
at local rivals Derby,

Home keeper Russell Hoult
was sent off in the 66th minute
for a rash challenge on Alan

Roger while Forest's Richard |

Gough followed for his second
booking, a foul on Paolo Wan-
chope 10 minute from time.

Forest manager Ron Atkin-
son refused to accept relegation
was a formality but admitted:
"It ain't looking too clever."

He said he would be taking
disciplinary action against
Pierre Van Hooijdonk after the
Dutch striker stormed out of the
ground before full time after be-
ing substituted.

Sport

atol1 Karpov taking notes
during their International tournament match at Sevilla on April 10. — AFP photo

Dragomir downs Kournikova

AMELIA ISLAND.,
Florida, Apr 11:
Unseeded and rel-
atively unknown
Ruxandra Drago-
mir continued her
unexpected run through the
Bausch and Lomb
Championships Saturday. de-
feating No 9 seed Anna
Kournikova 6-3, 7-5 in the
semifinals, reports AP.

She will face in Sunday's fi-
nal second-seeded Monica Se-
les. who rolled to 6-0, 6-1 vic-
tory over No 7 Conchita Mar-
linez for her 15th victory in 16
lifetime meetings between the
two.

Thus ended the stranglehold
that teenagers have had on
wommen's tennis recently, with a
final-round showdown between
Venus and Serena Williams two
weeks ago at Key Biscayne and
the HKournikova-Martina
Hingis final last week at Hilton
Head., South Carolina.

Instead, it will be Seles, who
is working her way out of a
slump that dated Lo the begin-
ning of the year, against
Dragomir. the 26-vear-old Ro-
manian, ranked 38th by the
WTA Tour and looking for her
lirst title in the United States.

It's going to be huge for me,"
Dragomir said. "To beat Monica
would be great. But I don't like

to think about it because if I do,
| get too excited.”
Dragomir's victory was a

surprise, especially considering -

the way Kournikova had been
playing the past two weeks.

Dragomir engineered the
win by playing aggressively, go-
ing to the net often on the slow,
green clay of Amelia Island
Plantation. and mixing spin
with power that kept
Kournikova off balance.

"She likes when you pive her
rhythm, and she likes the pace
very much," Dragomir said. "
knew | would have to inix it up,
play her with a lot of spin and
sometimes come to the net. 1 did
and it seemed like every shot
worked for me."

Tied 3-3 in the second set,
the players exchanged service
breaks five straight times until
Dragomir took a 6-5 lead with a
chance to serve out the match.
Then. she went to a power game,
with a pair of serve-and-volley
winners followed by two service
winners on serves she hit at 102
and 96 mph.

She celebrated with her
hands held high, playing to a
crowd that had to hunt for her
most of the week, with her early
round matches against other
unseeded opponents relegated to
the outside courts.

Kournikova dropped out of

.....

Andre Agassi an

d . Bus Becker l

sl

k off the court after

raif halted play in the third set of Salem Open final in |

Hong Kong yesterday.

— Internet ph&bn;é

:

the doubles competition Friday
with a strained hip adductor.
She said that. plus her heavy
schedule — 11 matches over 13
days — started taking a toll.

‘1 probably tried to finish
points Loo guickly to avoid
running too much.” she said.
‘But | don’t want to find excuses.
I think she played well.”

Seles came to this eventl en-
counlennyg a conlfidence crisis
after early exits her last three
tournaments.

She rededicated herself to a
more strenuous workoul regi-
men and decided to put her
doubles matches on hold. The
results started showing imme-
diately.

"That has definitely helped
me this week to conserve my
energy,” sald Seles, seeking her
first championship since last
Septernber in Tokyo. "I was just
so fired. But | think as you get
more fit, you have more energy.
Then. you can play more.”

In making her first final of
the year, she has lost a total of
only nine games in four
matches. True to form. she
barely broke a sweal against
Martinez in a match that lasted
just 45 minutes.

"Sometimes this happens,
especially when 1 p]al;,l’ Monica,"
Martinez said. "You have to be
sharp when you play her. Mon-
ica is a good player, she's play-
ing well right now. She can win
any of the Grand Slams."

Black, Schuttler
enter final

MADRAS. Apr 11: Byron
Black of Zimbabwe and Rainer
Schuttler of Germany routed
their Dutch opponents with lit-
tle trouble Saturday, reaching
the final of the Gold Flake
Open, reports AP.

Black took about an hour to
dispatch eighth seed John Van
Lottum 6-1, 6-1, while No, 7
Schuttler crushed unseeded Pe-
ter Wessel 6-1, 6-3.

Black continued the form he
demonstrated all week, break-
ing Van Lottum's service in the
second and sixth games to take
the first set in 37 minutes.

'l always play well coming
off a David Cup tie,” said Black,
23, who flew in from Harare af-
ter Davis Cup matches against
Australia. "Everything is click-
ing for me right now."

Schuttler had only slightl
more trouble against Wesse{
winning four straight games be-
fore the Dutchman broke the
German's service in the fifth
game.

"I played really well. [ served
good," Schuttler said.

The home crowed, however,
appeared more interested in the
doubles, where Mahesh Bhupati
and Leander Paes thrilled the
capacity crowd by overcoming a
first-set deficit and rallying to
beat No 3 seeds Jens Knipp-
schild of Germany and Mikael
Tillstrom of Sweden to reach
the final.

Paes and Bhupathy won 4-86,

7-5, 6-3 to set up a chance for a

Eihird consecutive Gold Flake ti-
o

'scored in each half through
- Olivier Monterrubio in the 29th

Macala named
Saudi coach

RIYADH, Apr 11: Saudi Ara-
bia on Saturday hired Czech
coach Milan Macala to head the
national soccer squad as an
.agreement was signed between
Prince Sultan bin Fahd, deputy
president of the Saudi Soccer
Federation, and Macala, re-
ports AP.

Macala replaces German
Otto Pfister.

"The Saudi Soccer Federa-

tion puts all its resources at the
disposal of coach Mmcala to
achieve the hopes for the King-
dom's team during the comin
period,” Prince Sultan said af-
ter signing the two-year con-
tract. .
Macala, who is the former
coach of the Kuwaiti national
tearn, will be paid 30,000 dol-
lars monthly plus a car and
house, Saudi soccer officials
said on condition of
anonymity.

Macala replaced German
Pfister, who took Saudi Arabia
to the second round in the 1994
World Cup in the United States.

Plister was rehired last year
to replace Carlos Alberto Parri-
era of Brazil, who was sacked
after the Saudi's poor perfor-
mance in the 1998 World Cup.
The team was the first to be
eliminated after losses to Den-
mark and eventual champions
France, and a draw with South
Africa.

The Saudi team has gone
through nearly 10 coaches in
four years.

Nations' cup
Tunisia earn
a place

CAIRO, Apr 11: Tunisia be-
came the first team to qualify
for the African Nations' Cup fi-
nals on Saturday, beating
Uganda 2-0 to clinch their place
among the final 16, reports AP.

Goals by Hassan Gabsi in the
18th and Faouzi Rouissi in the
41st lifted Tunisia in Kampala,
sending the country to their
fourth straight appearance in
the finals of the biennial conti-
nental championship.

The victory was Tunisia's
fourth in as many qualifying
games, giving them 12 points
and moving eight ahead of both
Algeria and Libera in Group 7.

Uganda fell to 0-1-3 and last
in the four-team group.

Tunisia join defending
champions Egypl and co-hosts
Nigeria and Ghana, who get au-
tomatic places in the finals.

Elsewhere Saturday, Zambia
moved to the verge of qualifying
with a 1-0 victory over Kenya in
Lusaka; Gabon upset Scouth
Africa 1-0 in Libreville, Gabon:
Mauritius and Angola drew |-
in Curepipe, Mauritius: and
Morocco and Togo drew |-1.

Morocco hosted Togo in a
Saturday night match.

On Friday. Algeria routed
Liberia 4-1 it Annaba, Algeria.

The remainder of the games
were set for Sunday: Mozam-
bique vs. Cameroon, Namibia
vs Mali, Ivory Coast vs. Repub-
lic of Congo, Burkina Faso vs
Burundi and Congo vs Mada-
gascar.

In Lusaka, Kenva, Frazier
Rimwandi's eighth-minute goal
gave Zarnbia a 1-0 victory, and
put his country just shy of their
sixth straight appearance in the
finals,

Zambia improved to 3-1-0
and 10 points in Group 6, six
points ahead of both Madagas-
car and Congo. Zambia need
only a draw in one of their two
remaining games, against
Madagascar on June 5 or Congo
on June 20 — both at home, to
guarantee its place.

Kenya fell to 0-1-3 and was
eliminated from any chance of

qualifying.
In Libreville, and 87th
minute penalty kick by

Theodore Zue Nguema movexd
Gabon into second place in
Group 4.

Gabon improved to 2-0-2
with six points, one behind
South Africa (2-1-1), who — like
Zambia — could have all but
vrapped up their place with a
victory. The upset gave Gabon
some revenge for the 4-1 beating
they took in South Africa on
February 28.

Morocco just missed wrap-
ping up their place in the finals
out of Group 2, With two teams
from the three-team group as-
sured of advancing, Morocco let
their berth slip away for the
moment when Oywole Djima
scored in the 68th minute for
Togo.

Youssel Chippo gave Mao-
rocco the lead in the 38th. The
draw left Morocco with a 1-2-0
record and five points, still atop
the group by one point. Togo
improved to 1-1-1 and four
points, with Guinea remaining
at 0-1-1 and at the bottom.

Morocco only need a draw
against Guinea on June 6 at
home to assure itself of a place
in the finals,

Favourites
Nantes in
semis

PARIS, Apr 11(Reuters/
Internet): Nantes, the last first
division team left in the French
Cup

quarter-finals, beat second
division En Avant Guingamp 2-
O on Saturday to reach the ?ast
four,

The Canaries, who had not
won in their last five games,
looked tentative throughout but

minute and Yves Deroff in the
dying minutes of the match.

"We have not been used to be-
ing favourites this season,
hence our nervousness,” said
N}a:ntcs manager Robert Budzin-
SKi. .

"We played like we should
and I have nothing to blame my
players for. It is encouraging for
next season,” said Guingamp
coach Guy Lacombe, a former
Nantes player.

Nantes joined second divi-
sion Le Mans and Nimes in the
last four. Rouen and Sedan do
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MADRID,

et):
stretched
lead at the top o
the Spanish [irst

Lo

division

saturday with a scrappy 3-2

viclory over nine-man
Tenerife,

The Spanish
were made to
their

having two players sent olf for
dissent in a bad-tempered sec-
ond half.

Tenerife, outclassed in a
first period that ended 3-]. gave

recovered 1o 3-2 with a great
goal from Roy Makaav on 56
munutes,

secontd hall, followed by a sec-
ond red lor Alexis Suarez in in-

Barcelona., who have won

1 1{Reuters/Intern
Barcelona
their

f

nine points on

champions
work hard by
relegation-threatened
hosts, who fought back gamely
from 2-0 and 3-1 down despite

everything in the second as they

But the sending-off of their
first-hall goalscorer Antonio
Pinilla midway through the

Jury time, killed off their hopes.

Barca go

Tenerife's Yugoslav booter Slavisa Jokanovic (R) taking control of the ball while
Barcelona's Portuguese superstar Luis Figo watches during their Spanish Primera Lige
clash at Tenerife on April 10. Barca won 3-2.

— AFP photo

nine points clear

their last five league games,
made a sluggish start but took
the lead on 17 minutes with a
well-worked move.

Luis Figo fed Michael
Reiziger on the right and the
Dutch defender's cross was met
by his compatirot Phillip Cocu,
who slid home.

Barcelona doubled their ad-
vantage nine minutes before the
break with a wonderful goal
from Rivaldo. The Brazilian,
bursting through the middle,
beat two defenders before work-
ing a neat one-two with Patrick
Kluivert and finishing deftly
from an acute angle.

Tenerife fought back
strongly and got back in the
game on 44 minutes as Pinilla
latched on to a loose ball in the
penalty area and fired into the
rool of the net.

The islanders then let their
guard slip, however, as Barca
re-cstablished their two-goal
lead in first-half injury time,
with Rivaldo and Kluivert again
prominent.

Another strong run through

the middle saw the Brazilian
take out the entire Tenerife de-
fence before slipping the ball
out wide to Kluivert on the left.

The Dutch striker crossed
riﬁht to the unmarked Figo,
who turned the ball back for
Albert Celades to lash in.

The second half started just
as briskly. with Roy Makaay
and Pinilla both going close for
the home side.

And Tenerife got themselves
back into the game on 56 min-
utes as Makaay raced past a
flat-footed Winston Bogarde on
Lhe left and slipped the ball be-
tween Ruud Hesp's legs. :

Tenerife stepped up the pres-
sure and created a number of
chances to snatch an unlikely

point from their illustrious
visitors.

But a red card on 74 minutes
for Pinilla -- apparently for

rotesting at the referee’s re-
usal to award a penalty for
handball against ('H::cu -- left
them with too much to do and a
second red for Suarez deep in
injury time saw the contest end
On a sour note.

BONN, Apr
Reuters/liternet):

figa
Bavern Munich.
looking tired .

“Runaway Bjindes-
leaders

three davs alter their 3-3 Eu-
ropean L up battle with Dynamn

Sluggis

Kiev. could only manage a 1-1
draw with lowly Schalke 04 on
Saturday. I

Bavern looked to have left a
lot of strength behind in Kiev in
the first leg of Wednesday's
semifinal tie but took the lead
through striker Alexander

Ye Zhaoying of China with the women's singles trophy
the Japan Open badminton championships in Tokyo Yes-
terday. Ye beat compatriot Gong Zhichao 1-11, 11-5, 11-6.

e o

L=,

c}f

h Bayern held

Zickler four minutes into the
secoldd half.

Bul Schalke, needing points
to stay clear of the relegation
zone. levelled thanks to id-
lielder Oliver Held in the 62nd.

The Munich club are now 13
points clear of Bayer Lev-
erkusen. who used a double
strike from Ulf Kirsten to beat
Eintracht Frankfurt 2-1.

The German international
scored in the 25th and 29th
minutes. Midfielder Thomas
Zampach reduced the arrears
for Eintracht in the 63rd
minute.

Borussia Moenchenglad-
bach. Bayern's most dangerous
rivals in the 70s, headed even
further the other way after a 2-0
defeat by fellow strugglers
Nuremberg.

Nuremberg moved ahead on
Thomas Ziemer's powerful 25-
metre shot in the 39th minute
and fellow midfielder Marc
Oechler sealed their win from
close range in the 79th. )

Moenchengladbach, who
won five German crowns and
lifted the UEFA Cup twice in the
1970, stick to the bottom of the
18-strong league.

Germany siriker Oliver
Neuville opened the scoring for
Rostock with an astute lob in
the 60th minute and Nigerian
striker Victor Agali completed
their victory after a brilliant
solo run in the 78th minute.
Dortmund goalkeeper Jens
Lehmann was sent off in the dy-
ing moments for pulling Ros-
tock ' midlielder Timo Lange's
hair. Lange followed him off as
provoking Lehmann earned
him his second booking. Two
goals from striker Roy Praeger
helped VIL Wolfsburg to a 2-1

battle on Sunday.

—AFP photo victory over Kaiserslautern.
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