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Sheba Telecom
installs network
in 26 upazillas

Sheba Telecom (Pvt) Ltd has
installed rural telecommunica-
tion network in 62{Upazillas of
Bangladesh and they have plan
to cover 195 upazillas in future,
reports BSS.

It was disclosed when
Ahmed Ferdaus Ismail, Manag-
ing Director of the company,
met Sirajuddin Ahmed, Execu-
tive Chairman of the Board of
Investment (BOI) at his office in
city yesterday, said a press re-
lease.

The company has also set up
global system for mobile com-
munication (GSM] in Dhaka
and is prnviding the service to
15,000 subscribers, It will in-
stall an additional capacity for

7,000 subscribers by May this
year,

Sheba Telecom is a joint
venlure company with a 51 per
cenl Malaysian investment.

Indian govt to
help exporters
overcome hurdles

BANGALORE. India. Apr 11:
Indian Commerce Minister
Ramakrishna Hegde yesterday
said the country will offer in-
centives to its exporters o over
come hurdles such as anti-
dumping duties imposed by im-
porting countries, says AFP,

"The commerce ministry is
thinking of finding a way by
which our exporters can be
helped to overcome hurdles like
anti-dumping duties and anti-
-subsidy duties imposed by soine

importing countries," Hedge
told a meeting of trade and in-
dustry in the southern city.
"We will find a way «‘::nl‘Y doing
this without being inconsistent
with any of the rules of the
World Trade Organisation
(WTQO}," the minister said.

"We do not want the devel-
oped countries to find some ex-
cuse or the other and say that
this is not consistent with WTO
rules.”

Hegde said the government
had constituted a panel to ex-
amine how this could be done as
such duties were a great hin-
drance to India's exports.

India recorded poor export
growth during 1993{ 99 (April-
March) with merchandise ex-
port falling by 1.98 per cent to
27.16 hillion dollars between
April and January 1998/99,

Hedge also said-that a.gov- |

ernment fund to strengthen and
promote the brand image of In-
dian products abroad would be
increased to 5 billion rupees
(117.23 million dollars) in the
next two or three years from the
present 1.2 hillion rupees.

“The interest -earned from
this fund will be used to
strengthen our brains," Hegde
said. "The products that will be
abie to access this fund will be
decided by a panel.”

BRAC chief says

Govt-NGO health
SecCtor cooperation
working well

The developing countries er-
roneously tried to copy the in-
dustrialised world in ci’;:sigm'ng
their health system and ignored
the very grc:undwﬂrk which the
developed world did during the
first half of the century.

This was stated by Fazle
Hasan Abed, founder and exec-
utive director of BRAC in his
'PD Agarwal Memorial Lecture"
al the Indian Institute of Health
Management Research at
Jaipur on Saturday, says a
press release. :

Abed said that during the
first half of the century the
western world along with their
programmes for economic de-
velopment and education, gave
equal priorities to such essen-
tial health-related factors like
pure drinking water, improved
sewerage, sanitation, immu-
nization and birth control till
those became accepted social
practices,

In the second half, the em-
phasis was shifted from public
health to curative care with so-
phisticated hospitals and medi-
cal institutions, he said.

But he regretted that the de-
veloping countries bypassed the
community-based health pro-
grammes and preventive cure
and gave priorities to curative
measures like construction of
hospitals, training of physi-
cians whereas only 12 per cent
of the population has access to
such facilities in countries like
Bangladesh.

Abed pointed out that
Bangladesh experience has
shown that government -NGO
partnership worked very well
in such sectors as family plan- -
ning, immunization and educa-
ion covering a wider number of
beneficiaries.

He said that BRAC's decade-
long door-to-door oral-rehy-
dration therap programme
had suhstantialﬁr reduced the
child mortality rate.

Improvement in health
conditions is an important pre-
requisite for eradication of
poverty and development in its
turn has a positive impact on
health, he said. :

It has been proved that the
women participating in BRAC's
income-generating activities
have better records of having
their children immunized. us-
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oposal to gov

Withdraw provision of tax
on export income

The Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (DCCI)
has proposed to the government
to withdraw the provision of
tax on export income, reports
UNB.

Export income should be [ree
from any tax to lure more in-
vestment to export-oriented in-
dustries, DCCI said in its sug-
gestions to the government
ahead of the budget for the next
fiscal.

The Chamber said that for
increased investment to
achieve high growth rate, the
government should elevate the
rate of tax eredit to 30 per cent
from the current 15 per cent.

Suggesting withdrawal of tax
dat source on imports. it said
that by raising the production
cost. such a tax is decreasing the
competitive edge of the
Bangladeshi products in the in-

ternational market,

The DCCI demanded enhanc-
ing the limit of tax-free income
to Tk 100.000 from Tk 60,000
saying that due to the present
level of inflation. the yearly
nving cosl of a middle class or
lower middle class person
should not bhe kept below Tk
60,000,

'Considering the living cost
and the inflation, the limit of
tax-free income should be in-
creased to Tk 100,000."

Urging reduction of the rate
of corporale tax. ii said that the
rate should be fixed at 25 per
cent irrespective of publicly and
non-publicly traded companies.

The Chamber saidd that re-
duction the corporate tax would
not only increase investinent
but would also act as an encour-
agement to new entrepreneuss
in establishing new ventures,

Demanding imposition of
income tax on government offi-
cials, it said law should be exer-
cised equally on every citizen.
“The amount of income tax to be
coilected from government offi-
cials should be incorporated in
the budget "

The DCCI also demanded
withdrawal of the discretionary
power of the {ax officials.

To extend the tax base fur-
ther, bring transparency in the
tax administration:, and to en-
courage tax- payers to pay taxes,
the discretionary power of the
tax official must be removed, it
said.

The chamber also sugpested
the National Board of Revenue
INER) to increase the annmaal
per-requisite of the non-gov-
crnment officials to Tk 100,000
fromy & mnimum of Tk 72,000
nr 50 per cent of ltheir annual

income, "The step will reduce
tax burden on companies and
increase productivity of the
non-government officials.”

Demanding withdrawal ol
the provision of collecting ad-
vance income tax at source on
exports, the DCCI said it would
encourage small exporters to
help increase export income of
the country.

While calling for keeping

dividend income out of tax

purview, it said that it was nec-
essary to increase private sav-
ings and investment,

The DCCI also suggested for
making the remittance of wage
earners free of income tax to
encourage them into sending
increased amount of remit-
tance.

It further suggested that for-
eign investments should be of-
fered tax holiday for five years.
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Haripur Commodore 1, a 110-megawatt barge-mounted power plant, arrived at Kutubdia
Thursday and is now heading towards Haripur in Narayanganj, where it would be located.
The plant will be operated by NEPC Consortium Power Ltd.
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Enthusiastic people from all walks of life are inscribing their good wishes for success of the
Bangladesh Cricket team in the forthcoming Cricket Warld Cup in the “Good Luck
Bangladesh” book launched by Emirates Wednesday at Dhuka Sheratorn Hotel and
Fmirates offices in Dhaka, Chittagong snd Sylhet and at Rajshahi Tennis Complex. The
book will be kept open till 8 pm on April 13. The ‘Good Luck Bangladesh Book’ will be
presented to the captain of the Bangladesh team prior to their departure for England.

— Emirates photo

II'T seminar on human resources opens

Labour minister for boosting
technological skills

Labour and Employment
Minister M A Mannan vester-
day uncderscored the need for
upgrading socio-economic con-
ditions of the people of the Is-
lamic Ummah by boosting the
technical skiils and knowledge.
reports BSS

He emphasised the need for
chalking out pragmatic pro-
granunes lo enhance the capaci-
ties of all OIC member states
side by side expanding mnutual
caoperation for the betterment
ol the Islamic Ummah.

The minister was inaugurat-
Ing an international seminar
on Human resources develop-
meni for sustained economic
growth and poverty alleviation
as well as progress in the mem-
ber stafes of the OIC,” organised
by the Islamic Institute of
Technology (IIT}) at Sonargaon
Hotel here.

Chairman of T Board of
Governors Dr Nasser A Al-

Dekhyvel chaired the opening
session which was also ad-
dressed by IIT Secretary Gen-
eral Prof Dr Abdul Matin Pat-
wari, Islamic Development
Bank's Mohammad Ali Toure
and [IT Secretary General
-designate Dr M Anwar Hos-
sain,

Mannan said mutual coop-
eration and dizsemination of
information in the field of hu-
man rescurce develepment is of
vital importance i the context
of present open market policy.

The munister described ihe
[T as the symbol of the Islamic
solidarity and jomnt Islamic ac-
tion and said IT has made sig
nificant progress over the last
twelve years and is playing a vi-
tal role in developinig human
resources for the member states
of the OIC,

He said, in today's world,
technology has become the key
to progress. prosperity, globa!

politiral and econcmic influ-
ence and the Islamic Ummal
cannot atford to lag behind.

Mannan said Bangladesh
government wiil provide T
with all support to enable it to
expand and develop it into a
centie ol further excellence for
the henelit of ail the Muslims of
Lhe worked,

Dr Nasser nzsured all-our
support rom Saudi King Fahd
Bin Aoudel Axz in developing
Ciais tmstbale of excellencs.

T Natin Patwarl saild [T
will be well-prepared bolh by
pliysical expansion as well as
academically to increase aod

diversify its lraining [acihties.

Toure of IDB mentioned that
Bangladesh and 1DE have been
pariners in deveiopment since
1977 and the bank supported
Bangladesh through project and
trade linancing operations
amounting to over 766 million
US dollars.

Jute investors'

forum begins
Apr 15

A three-day "jute investors'
forum” will be held in the city
this week to give the country's
{’ute arnd ]jute industry a new

ease of life, organisers said
yesterday, reports BSS.

Atotalof 11 prglects on jute-
based industries, already found
economically feasible, will be
presented to the investors and
industry representatives from
the major jute and jute goods
producing countries including
Ban?ladesh India. China,
Thailand, Nepal. Pakistan and
Egypt in the forum.

It will begin on April 15 at
the International Jute Organi-
sation's (1JO) headquarters
here.

The forum will be jointly or-
%amsed by the Minisiry of Jute.

ocard of Investment (BOI), the
delegation of the European
Commission in Bangladesh,
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Induastry (DCCI) and the
IJO.

Highlighting the objectives
of the projects Dr R Mandal.
Senior Officer (industry} of the
IJO, told BSS yesterday the

roject functions will range
rom spinning of jute blended
with cotton and other [ibres to
making of jule-made wood sub-

stitutes like jute furniture in-

cluding door frame, window
frame and floor mates.

The projects will aiso in-
clude jute made cheaper blan-
kets and roofling materials
which can be used as a much
cheaper alternative to the cor
rugated iron sheets, he said.

Dr Mandal said the forum
will project a host ol hitherto
unknown diversified jute-based
products here to the local in-
vesters, It will help the local
jute-based indusiries to come
out of the current crises by giv-
ing them a new outlet for their
product s.

Bumper wheat
production
expected
in Madaripur

MADARIPUR, Apr 11Bumper
roduction of wheat is expected
y farmers of the district this

year, reporis BSS.

The Agriculture Extension
Department sources said a total
of 6764 hectares have been
brought under wheat cultiva-
tion in the district with a pro-
duction target of 15,118 tonnes
of wheat.

Due to favourable climatic
condition, wheat plants have
grown well in all the four
thanas of the district.

Tofail at ILO-NPO seminar

Healthy working environment
can ensure sustainable growth

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofail Ahmed yester-
day said thal there was no al-
ternative to continuous and
systematic improvement of
productivity and only a healthy
working environment could in-
crease productivity for ensuring
sustainable development in the
country.

“The priine objective of our

governmenl is to alleviate
poverty as guickly as possible,
The government is undertaking
a number ol macro-economic
and sectoral policies in this re-
gard,” he said,
- The minister was inaugurat-
ing a three-day seminar on In-
dustrial Relations and Produc-
Livity ordanised jointly by In-
ternational Labour Organisa-
tion {ILO} in co-operation with
the National Productivity Or-
ganisation (NPO] of the Min-
istry of Industries at the 1DB
Bhaban in the city vesterday.

“To create such an environ-
ment, a chapter on industrial
relations has been included in
the new Industrial Policy for
the first time in the country,”
the minister said.

By Staff Correspondent

Referring to the newly-
launched Industrial Policy, the
minister said: "The government
has assumed the role of a facili-
tator and has been making ef-
forts to support the private sec-
tor in becoming the key agent
for sustainable industrial
growth.”

“The policy takes into con-
sideration the dynamic changes
that are taking place worldwide
and seeks to facilitate the oper-
ation of the free market eco-
nomic system,” said Tofail.

The Industrial Policy 1999
puts in place a range of incen-
tive packages and supportive
measures thal are consistent
with the country's growth ob-

jeetive.” he said.

He saicd the government also
encourages crmployment of
women at all levels so that the
industrial sector becomes an
area of equal opportlunity from
all.

Addressing the seminar, In-
dustries Secretary KM Ejazul
Hug said that rEealth}r and
harmonious industrial rela-
tions were the pre-requisites for
raising productivity both at

macro and micro levels.
Participatory management
is an instrument for higher
roductivity, which ensures
etter quality of life at all lev-
els. the secretary said.

"For developing a participa-
tory management system in
Bangladesh, some of the vari-
ables that are responsible for
employee productivity and in-
dustrial relations such as moti-
vation, contingent compensa-
tion. job design. goal setting,
socio-technical job environ-
ment and quality of manage-
ment should be analysed care-
fully in the context of our socio-
economic environment.”

In his speech, M.A. Has-
sanein, Director of ILO Office in
Dhaka, emphasised that pro-
ductivity would be a key factor
if Bangladesh is to increase its
per capita income from the cur-
rent level of US 300 dollars to
650 dollars by 2010.

Rokia A. Rahman, President
of the Bangladesh Employers’
Federation, and Abdus Salam
Khan, President of Jatiya
Sramik League, also spoke on
the occasion.

BCIC
Tender Notice
[aPTeRRETe Aoy T ey wgefen oo

The Managing Director, TSP Complex Ltd., Patenga, Chittagong invites sealed quotation from
the bonafide Supplier/Manufacturers/ Agent for the following tender enquiries:
SL | Tender enquiry No. & | Description of | Terms of Due date of Price of tender
No. | date goods delivery opening documents (non-
! refundable)
1, TSI'/PUR/MFG /20 /98- Carrier & Free delivery Dt. 25-4-99 at Tk. 100/- per set
99/850 dated 23-3-99. return Roller  upto TSP Stores 11-30 AM
(Two envelope system)
TSP /PUR/INST /50 /98-
99/796 dated 20-3-99,
(Two envelope system)
Tender documents will be available from (1) The Controller of Accounts, BCIC, BCIC Bhaban,
30-31, Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka (ii) BCIC Branch Office, 6, Agrabad C/A, Chittagong & (iii}) TSP
Complex Lid., Patenga, Chittagong. Tender will be received at TSP Complex Ltd., Patenga,
Chittagong upto 11-30 AM on the date mentioned above and will be opened immediately thereafter
in presence of bidders, if any. No tender documents will be sold on the opening date. Management
reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reason
whatsoever. .
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Ronald P Hicks,
Bangladesh, delivers his

for Micro Economic Stabilisation and Structural Change in Bangladesh'

Resident Re

lami Bank Bangladesh Limited recently in its Boardroom.

presentative of the International Monetary Fund in
speech at the executive development programme on 'Challenges

organised by Is-
- — IBBL photo

IBBL executive
development

programme
held

The executive development
E;‘ugramme on 'Challenges for

acro Economic Stabilisation
and Structural Change in
Bangladesh' organised by Is-
lami Bank Bangladesh Limited
was help in its boardroom in
the city recently.

The programme was
presided over by Mohammad
Younus, Vice Chairman of the
Bank.

Ronald P. Hicks, Resident
Representaltive of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) in
Bangladesh, delivered his
speech as chief discussant.

It was also attended, among
others, top officials and execu-
tives including Mir Quasem Ali,
Director, - Noor Mohammad

"Akon, Alternate Director, M.

Ramaluddin Chowdhury, Exec-

utive President, ASM Fakhrul

Ahsan, Director General, IB-

TRA, Nasiruddin Ahmed, and

Mohammad Velayet Hossain,

Exciutiva Vice-Presidents of the
ank.
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Poh Lian - Blue Star Training & Test Center at Savar was inaugurated today. The Single
Roof 33,000 sq. ft. structure is made entirely of pre-fabricated steel supplied by Zamil
Steel of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and installed by Magnum Engineering Ltd.

The entered progress was completed in a record time of 12 weeks. : l




