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JRC Decisions

Rivers Commission meeting held in New Delhi on
April 9-10 reads fairly positive in the shape of a
joint communique issued at the end of it. It is
noteworthy that the BJP-led minority government
in India, true to the commitment of Prime Minis-

of the Ganges Water Treaty signed with Bangladesh
by predecessor Deve Gowda government, Held after
a time-lag of two years, the JRC meeting in New
Delhi has proved extremely useful in bridging the
gaps over management of common water re-
sources. Moreover, a review of the implementation

utmost importance to Bangladesh, although the
JRC is mandated to look after a wider field encom-
passing 53 other common rivers flowing between
the two countries.

As for the immediate concern about the dry spell
India gave Bangladesh to understand that there
would not be any problem for the latter to get her
due share of the Ganges water. Indian State Minis-
ter for Agriculture and Water Resources referred to
the treaty clause that requires of the two sides to
meet if the water level were to fall below 50,000
cusecs. The.discrepancy in the distribution of wa-
ter to Bangladesh in 1997 has been a subject matter
of study by a joint technical committee which is to
submit its report by 2000 AD. Let the findings be
recommendatory of what needs to be done to avert
any recurrence of such a shortfall ‘at the
Bangladesh end. Joint monitoring at each other's
sites is to be regarded as an important element to
the implementation process.

What appears as a definite step forward in the
matter of sharing common water resources is the
decision taken about the Teesta river. The Joint
Experts' Committee led by the respective water sec-
retaries are to finalise their recommendations in
six months' time about the sharing of the Teesta
river waters and submit the same to the next JRC
meeting likely to be held in November-December of
the current year. The experts' committee is now
poised to be fully active. That eight other common
rivers have been identified for action is good au-
gury.

It is heartening to note that India has agreed to
transmit upper riparian data to Bangladesh by way
of a flood alert with 72 hours of lead time in place
of 48 hours hitherto given to Bangladesh.

Il the JRC meeting is held every six months as
has been decided upon, we shall be on the road to
better cooperation in managing the common water
resources.

Ominous Signs
What the Old City experienced on Thursday were
violent expressions of anger and frustration of a
section of people anguished over a long period of
time without water and electricity in the scorching
summer. Newspapers were so full of them the next

day. Although their predicament would almost
seem to justify the course they resorted to, never-

theless, the fact remains that the incidences of vio-
lence, ranging from ransacking
DESA and WASA to obstructing the passage of a
Dhaka-bound train, amount to taking the law in
their own hands and thus, are highly deplorable.
However, these incidents have also sounded an
ominous warning that the usually law-abiding cit-
izens are at the end of their tethers, and that simi-
lar public outbursts may occur at anytime and
anywhere in the country, unless the authorities
concerned take immediate and effective measures
to tackle the acute water and power supply crises.
Signs are already there. Subscribers’ association
has already called an eight-hour hartal in Bar-
guna, protesting frequent power failures.

That uninterrupted supply of electricity is a pre-
condition to distribution of water makes the DESA
doubly responsible. Nearly 50 per cent ot WASA
pumps, installed at different parts of the capital,
have been rendered either inoperative or out of or-
der due to erratic supply of power. DESA. on the
other hand, has had its share of misfortune, too.
Breakdown of the Siddhirganj grid station Thurs-
day, caused by night storm and lightning, was cer-
tainly beyond their control. However, what the
power authorities should have done, which, we be-
lieve, would have gone a long way towards averting
the untoward incident, was communicate the exact
position to the people and assure them of an early
amelioration. Better articulation of PDB's or DE-
SA’s mitigative measures to cope with the crisis,
even their development plans, would certainly en-
gender better understanding with people and, thus,
eliminate possibilities of future flare-ups.

We demand that the government immediately let
the people know about the true magnitude of the
power and water crises together with a definitive
time-table announced for the mitigation measures.

Blood Pressure Cases on Rise

The number of high blood pressure patients in
the country is on the rise. According to experis at a
seminar, around 10 to 15 per cent of the adult popu-
lation in the country and 22 per cent of the city
dwellers are suffering from high blood pressure due
to various reasons.

About 30 per cent of the afflicted run the risk of
succumbing to stroke due to hypertension and ir-
regular medication. Research has shown that
around 75 per cent of the patients do not receive
proper medical care and attention or do not take
medicines . regularly. Complete dietary regimen
along with light exercise and stoppage of smoking
can help reduce high blood pressure. These can also
reduce the chances of diabetes.

Combined together high blood pressure and dia-
betes are Kkiller diseases. Diabetes can be kept un-
der control without medication by a dietary regi-
men and regular light exercise, specially walking.
But blood pressure can hardly be controlled with-
out medication. And once doctors prescribe
medicine, it has to be taken regularly without fail
because continuous high pressure does incalcula-
ble harm to some vital organs of the body, like the
kidney, which can prove fatal. High pressure can
also cause damage to brain through strokes or
cause severe heart attacks. Since the facilities for
treatment of such a huge number of patients are
woefully inadequate it is better to stay healthy by
sticking to the advice of the physicians and reli-

| glously taking medication, where necessary. |

The outcome of the 33rd Indo-Bangladesh Joint

ter Atal Behari Vajpayee, has lived up to the spirit

of the Ganges Water accord fell due as a matter of

the offices of .

sands of years ago. While
ving the facts about the
people of Palestine, OIC in its
“Al-Quds A Historical Docu-

PALESTINE existed thou-

- ment” recorded that “... the Holy

Land bearing the name of Pales-

tine” was situated in the *west
of the Asian continent between
latitudes 29.30 and 33.15 north
and longitudes 34.15 and 35.40
east.... and re rits the south-
ern part of Al-Sham ( Greater
-Syria) which links that country
to Egy?t and constitutes the
heart of the Arab homeland”. It
seems that major migration
took place from the various ar-
eas of Arab Peninsula bringing
the Amorites, the Canaanites
and subsequently the Hebrews
and the Aramaens to Palestine.
Palestine was earlier known as
the Land of Canaan. In terms of
its people it seems that it was a
great melting pot for the groups
of people of other ethnic origins
including adventurers, merce-
naries, soldiers etc. When Per-
sian, Greek, Roman, Byzantine
rulers ruled Palestine their
soldiers and people stayed back
and got blended in this great
melting pot of Palestine along
with “Philistines who gave
their name to the land of
Canaan.”

After the Greek rule (332-64
BC) and Roman rule (64 BC-640
AD) in Palestine, the Arab Is-
lamic conquest took place in
the year 638 AD and led to a new
surge of migration from the
Arab Peninsula. Apparently
due to the fact that major mi-
gration took place from the
Arab areas Arabic became the
language of the people of Pales-
tine. "Palestine remained Arab
throughout the intervening pe-
riod of history though it faced
repeated colonising invasions.”

Regarding the place of He-
brews, the Israelites and the
Jews who lived in Palestine, the
same document states that "He-
brews are the sons of Abraham.
and this name has Bedouin
connotation and includes vari-
ous Arab tribes ... Israetites are
the sons of Jacobs, son of Isaac,
sons ol Abraham who was
known as 'Israel.” Early
records show that Jacob with
his ten sons were located in the

OLITICAL developments in
Plndia over the last few days

have certainly given rise to
intense speculations over the
future of the Atal Bihari
Vajpayee government. The
prime minister and other
leading politicians of the ruling
coalition have, however, put on
a brave face, claiming that they
will still enjoy the majority
support, even il Jayaram
Jayalalitha's AIADMK = with-

draws support. The opposition

parties, on the other hand, seem
convinced that the one-year-old
multi-party government, led by
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) is on the brink of a col-
lapse and it may happen in a
very short Lime. As each side
tries to make its side of the
story more convincing than the
other, what surfaces is an omi-
nous truth — India is in a deep
political crisis.

The magnitude of the prob-
lems is such that the country
may have to go for fresh elec-
tions despite the fact that no-
one rally wants snap polls so
early. If the government falls
owing to lack of necessary sup-
porl required to govern the
country, the country is faced
with two options — cither a new
government comes up only after

the president is convineed that

the new party. grouping or al-

Declaratin of Palestinian State

The possible course for President Arafat could be a declaration say
as per UN Resolutions and Oslo Accord and other Agreements,
their own, but he would delay the formal announcement by on
wait for the judgement of the Israeli people

- __favour of peace.

ancient Shachen (Nablus}, some
thirty miles from northern
Jerusalem. Some of the mi-

ants were the tribes who came
rom Egypt to the land of
Canaan at the end of 13th cen-
tury B.C under the leadership of
Moses and they instituted two
kinﬁdnma — the Kingdom of Is-
rael in the north and the King-
dom of Judea in the south. Ju-
dah was the name of one of Ja-
cob’s sons

and Jews derive their name

from Judea. “The Jews of Pales-
tine are part of the people of
Palestine and their history is
encompassed by the history of
the people of Palestine.” Thus
“the Jewish heritage in Pales-
tine is part of the heritage of the
people of Palestine just like the
Islamic heritage, the Christian
heritage, and before them, the
Canaanite heritage.”

As it seems, the history of
Palestine is very long and tor-
tuous and undoubtedly it also
tells us the history of the people
of all faiths — Islam, Judaism
and Christianity. In today's
context the establishment or
indeed reestablishment of the
Palestinian State is necessi-
tated by the events of history —
the history that witnessed the
expulsion of people from their
homeland. Unfortunately, ex-
pulsion of Palestinians and ex-
propriation of Palestinian land
and property were carried out
by their distant cousins, the Is-
raclis, as they all are the de-
scendants of Abraham and par-
ticularly through his sons —
Isaac ashaq] and Ismail.
Though their history is full of
rivalry and fight it seems that
they are destined to live to-
gether and hence the peace pro-
cess. May be they have been
through some sort of peace pro-
cesses even before during their
long history of existence but it
is also evident from histor
that the “children of Israel” of-
ten broke their “covenants”. Let

the Peace Process would end up
in a Deal that would ensure the
return of all occupied land to .
the party — the Pales-
tinians — and ensure Pales-
tinian homeland.

Now the major question
Arafal faces |s whether he
should unilaterally declare
Palestinian State on May 4,
1999 — the day the stipulated 5-
year period will be over giving
the Palestinians their right to a
State. Before the expiry of the
self-rule period the transfer of
the agreed territory to the
Palestinian self-rule and nego-
tiations on the final status of
Jerusalem were to be completed.
But unfortunately Netanyahu
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Fuvern;nent deiiberately

de-
ayed the transfer of the land
despite Wye
negotiations on the final status
did not even begin. The US Ad-
ministration later got bogged

eement and the

down in the Lewensky affair
and Prime Minister Netanyahu
took full advantage of this.

In the face of political in-
stability in Israel and repeated
threat from the coalition part-
ners to pull down Netanyahu
government, the Prime Minis-
ter called for the general elec-
tion on May 17. The setting of
the election date after May 4,
the stipulated date for possible
declaration of the Palestinian
State was certainly deliberate
as Netanyahu wanted to make
political use of any unilateral
declaration of Palestinian
State by President Yasser
Arafat,

In the wake of such a cun-
ning step by Prime Minister Ne-
tanyahu, President Arafat de-

ing that the Palestinian people,
are now fully entitled to a State of
e year. In the meantime, he would
in the general election, which, he hopes, will be in

cerned around the world. This
was an appropriate politico-
diplomatic step. Undoubtedly
Arafat received wide support on
the issue of recognition of the
Palestinian State but unilateral
declaration without having
gone through the process of Fi-
nal Status negotiations with Is-
rael was an issue that needed
serious consideration. The im-
portant players, among others,
are the US, EU, Russia, China,
Norway etc and obviously the
views of these countries, among
others, are important for
Arafat to arrive at a final deci-
sion on the question of unilat-
eral declaration of the Pales-
tinian State,
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Muslehuddin Ahmad

The EU in its summit in
Berlin reportedly adopted a res-
olution on March 26 that not
only supports the Palestinians'
right to a State but went a step
further by giving Israel “one-
year deadline for fulfilling the
ungualified Palestinian right
to independence.” The EU ap-
pears to be ready to recognise
the Palestinian State unilater-
ally by saying that Palestinian
self-determination “is not sub-

ject to any veto.” It also said

that the Palestinians have un-
qualified right to self determi-
nation “including the option of
a State”. The EU reportedly fur-
ther added that it was
“convinced the creation of a
democratic, viable, peaceful
sovereign Palestinian State on
the basis of existing agreements
and through negotiations would
be the best guarantee to Israel's
security.” Similar views have
been expressed by some other
countries too. Bangladesh has

port to the Palestinian State.
and this was conveyed to Presi-
dent Arafat when he visited
Dhaka during that time.

Israel has been rightly con-
cerned about its security and
the EU position full?v IEn.uzu*an-
tees Israel's security. Indeed, Is-
rael now has the opportunity to
ask for security guarantees
from the EU and the US once it
cumglies with all the terms and
conditions of the existing
agreements including Wye Ac-
cord into which the US Admin-
istration and particularly Pres-
ident Clinton invested precious
time and prestige. The com-
mitment of the US to Israel's
security is well known and the
US support for Israel has been
unwavering.

Even after EU's open support
to Arafat by giving Israel a one-
year deadline the US Adminis-
tration did not come up with
any deadline. It, however, re-
portédly said after President
Arafat’s latest meeting with
President Clinton at the White
House that after the General
Election on May 17, the US
would speed up the final status
talks. Apparently President
Clinton assured President
Arafat that the final status ne-
gotiation would not be open-
ended. This may not mean any
csjpeciﬁc deadline but it does in-

icate some time-frame, which
Israel would have to adhere to.

As various reports show,
there has been some consider-
able shift among Israeli public
towards peace. A great majority
of Israelis now support peace
with proper security for Israel.
Israeli newspaper Maariv re-
ﬂnrted that even Netanyahu and

is aides now privately confirm
that * there is no way of avert-
ilﬁ the establishment of a
Palestinian State™ but they do
insist that Israel’'s ultimate
consent to a Palestinian State
“ought to be used as a bargain-
ing chip”, Surprisingly, Ariel

India in Deep Political Crisis

Certainly, the present government faces a coll
currently it has support of hardly
absolute majority in the 544-

apse if it loses 18 votes of the AIADMK party as

ten members (with the AIADMK support) more than the required
member Lokshaba. When the 18 members formally withdraw support,

liance enjoys absolute majority
or the nation goes for new polls
as an ultimate alternative if the
lormation of a new government
becomes really difficult.
However, there is also a third
possibility. The present gov-
ernment may cling to power
with unexpected support from
certain parties or quarters,
They may bail the Vajpayee
government out not out of ad-
miration for the government,
but because they deem it a lesser
enemy than the prospective re-
placement.

The present situation has
been arisen out of major policy
shift of AIADMK. The party
from southern Tamil Nadu has
virtually snapped all ties with
the government and an-
nouncement of a formal with-
drawal of support is imminent.
The AIADMK-BJP relationship
has been bumpy since the be-
ginning of the alliance back in
March 19, 1999, It has hit the
nadir in recent days. This de-
velopment has changed the po-
litical complexion of the coun-
try since the Vajpayee govern-

the Vajpayee government will be reduced to minority
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ment remained in power on a
wafer-thin majority. The with-
drawal of the support by 18
AIADMK legislators can cause
the fall of the government if

there is a voling on the floor of
the house unléss the ruling

coalition succeeds in garnering
support from other guarters to
obviate the setback.
Jayalalitha's difference
with the government rose on a
variety of issues like Prime
Minister Vajpayee's refusal to
dismiss the government in the
Tamil Nadu run by her rival
DMK party and, of late, the
sacking of naval chief Admiral
Vishnu Baghwat — an issue
which is raising a lot of dust in
the political arena of the coun-
try and on which the AIADMK
took a line similar with the op-

Visa-seeker's
harassment

Sir. | am a visa-victim, so Lo
say. I wish 1o draw your atten-
tion to the harassment I have
suffered at the British High
Commission, Dhaka. I had
submitted an application for a
visil visa to facilitate my par-
ticipation at the International
Conference of Historical Geog-
raphers, Northern Ireland (19-
28 July 1998) where My re-
search paper was selected and I
was invited to go there to pre-
sent my paper. But the HC did
not issue me a visa and the En-
try Clearance Officer stated
rather insulting reasons for the
refusal of my visa.

He wrote, "You have submit-
ted documents which I believe
to be [alse or falsely obtained.”
Now this statement is contrary
to the fact." I submitted a gen-
uine invitation letter and a
bank statement. Therefore, I
challenged the decision and
wrote to the second Secretary,
Immigration, stressing that,
"My invitation letter and bank
slatement are genuine." The Or-
ganiser of the International
Conference sent a letter of con-
firmation of my invitation to
the High Commission. Then, in
a letter dated 28 June 1998, the
second secretary wrote me, "]
am prepared to accept that you
have a genuine invitation to at-
tend the conference."

Another reason given for the
refusal of the visa stated: "You
have never previously under-
taken a comparable foreign
visit,” although 1 had visited
foreign countries before. I at-
tended an International Con-
ference in Singapore in July
1985. I was also invited to at-
tend the International Confer-
ence in Beijing in 1996 and was
given a visa for China. I visited
India several times. So, it is ev-
ident that, the above statements
of the High Commission offi-
cials, were wrong and made in-
tentionally to harass me.

Another case of my harass-
ment by the UK mission is as
follows:

I was accepted by the Univer-
siltgr of Ulster, Northern Ireland,
UK for full-time study (Ph D
Programme-1998-99), My rela-

 tive in the UK sponsored me

promising to bear all my ex-

penses durinF my stay in the
UK. So, I applied for a Student
Visa onn 30/12/98. But [ was ha-
rassed again by the Visa Officer
refusing to issue me a student
visa. He stated as the reasons of
refusal: "l am nol satisfied that
you are able to meet the cost of
vour course and maintain and
accommodate yourself. Fur-
thermore I am not satisfied that
you intend to leave the UK on
completion of your course."

5 M Mizanur Rahman
Arif Cottage. House:
Arapara,

P O Savar. Dhaka-1340.

Congratulations
to the PM

Sir, Congratulations to the
PM for winning the UNESCO
peace award. Keep up your good
work. This is not only an hon-
our for you but also Igr the en-
tire country. We are proud of
you. Critics will critisize. But
you should continue your work.
You should never forget that
good work will always be
rewarded may what other says.

B-12,

Shantanu Karim
House-12, Road-7/b, Sector-3,
Uttara. Dhalka.

The other side
of D-8

Sir, Now that the formal
conference of the D-8 is over (in
Dhakal), it is time some outside
observers pointed out some of
the weak points in the proper
perspective.,

D-8 is a truncated split of the
great OIC, and sans the Arab
League, The Arab states are not
in D-8, perhaps due to the pres-
ence of Iran, and may be Egypt.
Jordan and Kuwait have just re-
sumed diplomatic relations,
leaving behind the Jordan-Iraq
stand during the Gulf War.

There is no CIS representa-
lion in D-8. The positive pres-
ence and contribution of Nige-
ria has to be watched after the
recent 'democratic’ general
elections in Nigeria where one
of the earlier autocrats has been
returned to power through peo-
ple's 'voting rights' (the latter
term is much abused in
Bangladesh).

One temporary blockade is

unstable Afghanistan — the un-
stable forces being generated
and kept up from outside
sources, Russia, then a super-
power, failed there. Now pawn-
manship is going on. The Mus-
lim powers are rather demure
about the political stability and
return of peaceful conditions in
that country, as both Iran and
the Arab countries are inter-
ested. The strategic importance
of Afghanistan is that it is the
linking corridor among the
Cls, ME, South and SE Asia.
Who are putting the wrench be-
tween the spokes?

How much the OIC is backing
up D-8 morally, structurally,
financially, and politically?

€ same questions may be
asked of the closed Arab League,
These three Islamic organisa-
tions have to come to terms
amongst themselves for a
united global stand, and send a
common message to the
ummah.

A Husnain
Dhaka

A musician with

the magic touch

Sir, On January 27, 1999,
Satya Saha, the couniry's
renowned music composer, di-
rector and singer breathed his
last at a Calcutta clinic. On the
sad and sudden demise of this
celebrated artist, Bangladesh
has lost a genius in the field of
music. Everyone is now deeply
feeling the necessity of preserv-
ing the outstanding works of
this late genius. At this end,

Emon Saha, son of late Satya.

Saha has produced a musical
album with some remixed popu-
lar songs of his father. The al-
bum titled "Chena Chena Lage”
has recently been released.

‘However [ must say that
while listening to the songs of
the above mentioned album, I
could hardly feel the magical
touch of the original composer,
Satya Saha. | think, the songs
should have been recorded in
their original form instead of
remixing.

It is expected that the con-
cerned will take appropriate
steps to preserve the songs of
the late music COIMpPOSET,
M Zahidul Haque
BAI, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,
Dhaka-1207

position parties.
AIADMK's change of heart has
not come as a surprise.
Certainly, the present gov-
ernment faces a collapse if it
loses 18 votes of the AIADMK
parly as currently it has sup-
port of hardly ten members
(with the AIADMEK support)
more than the required abso-
lute majority in the 544-mem-
ber Lokshaba. When the 18
members formally withdraw
support, the Vajpayee govern-
ment will be reduced to minor-
ity. But the government is not
sitting idle under such a precar-
lous situation. It is looking for
new allies and support and the
DMK party in the Tamil Nadu is
among the parties which are be-
ing wooed by the ruling coali-
tion. The DMK and its leader N.
Karunanidhi, who is the chief
minister of the state, are
against the government but are
now being approached by the
ruling circles since = Mr.
Karunanidhi's arch-rival
Jayalalitha is no more with the
government. Mr. Vajpayee has
said that main anger of Ms.
Jayalalitha is that the govern-
ment rejected her demand to
dismiss the Karunanidhi gov-
ernment in Tamil Nadu and it
is now the responsibility of the
DMK to bail out Vajpayee gov-
ernment. The DMK said it is
watching the developments and
take a decision at later stage.
The government is in the quest
of similar supports and it re-
mains to be seen how far it suc-
ceeds in securing such support.
Obviously, as the main op-
position party, the Congress of
Sonia Gandhi will stake the
claim for formation of the new
government but it lacks neces-
sary support. It can form a gov-
ernment if the centre-left
United front provides with the
required support but all the
constituents of the UF are not
equally favourable to the

As such,

Congress. While the two main
communist parties CPM and
the CPI said they are willing to
support a Congress-led secular
government from outside, some
smaller left parties like the
forward bloc and others have
reservations. However, this at-
titude can change. But two main
centrist parties — the Sawajdai

liner, has publicly admitted
that "Palestinian independence
is a foregone conclusion and
most polls show that most Is-
raelis understand this".

With the above situation in
Israel and assurances from the
main players in world's politi-
cal theatre Arafat may not be in
a hurry but he must at least be
seen to be in hurry as he has to
take care of his people who are
at the end of their patience.

However, only compulsion
seems to be Arafat's health; he
may like to complete the deal,
close the chapter, give a State to
his people and then retire. But
in any case unilateral declara-
tion should not be in the card,
as it will certainly give the best
opportunity to Netanyahu to
use it most effectively in the
next general election. He will
take immediate action to gal-
vanise the Israeli population in
his favour. Any unilateral dec-
laration will unite his coalition
partners and may even lead to a
decision to reoccupy areas al-
ready returned to the Pales-
tinian Authority, Netanyahu
may even abandon all the
agreements including Oslo Ac-
cord thus jeopardizing the en-
tire Peace Process. The Pales-
tinian Authority has no force to
resist such I[sraeli action. The
result may be the end of the
peace process and total chaos
may engulf the entire region.

The possible course for Pres-
ident Arafat could be a declara-
tion saying that the Palestinian
people, as per UN Resolutions
and Oslo Accord and other
Agreements, are now fully enti-
tled to a State of their own, but
he would delay the formal an-
nouncement by one year. In the
meantime, he would wait for
the judgement of the Israeli
people in the general election,
which, he hopes, will be in
favour of peace. He remains
prepared to abide by the exist-
ing Agreements and sit with
next Israeli government for
working out the details for
peace and security of both
Palestinian State and Israel so
that total peace and security of
the Palestinian people and Is-
raelis and also of the people of

land of Canaan in the area of the world hope that this time cided to consult the leaders con-  also reportedly given full sup- Sharon, the toughest hard- the region can be ensured.

Party of Mulayam Singh Yadav
in the Uttar Pradesh and
Rastriya Janata Dal of Laloo
Prasad Yadav in Bihar — are
lukewarm to support the
Congress in forming a govern-
ment although they want the
present government to go and
replaced by a secular one.
Backstage efforts are continu-
Ing to patch up differences.
Most parties have their terms
and conditions, and it remains
to be seen how the situation de-
velops and who can extract
what in the process of new un-
derstanding and polarisation.
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most been killed doing so).

My role has been to occasionally help the featured speakers
with their talks. The programme calls for one sparkly Demo-
crat, one sparkly Republican and the president of the United

States,

The speeches are usually joint efforts, with five or six writers
siting around a room like those who create monolgoues for Jay

Leno or David Lettermarn.

| was drafted once by Jack Valenti to work on President Lyn-
don B Johnson's talk. It was his first appearance in front of the
Gridiron as president, having just succeeded John F Kennedy.

Johnson told Valenti he wanted to be funny, and we all went
gags — Plerre Salinger was the
o, and possibly Bobby Kennedy

to work. [ don't remember the

butt of some, Robert Novak. to

was also a target.
The big night finally

down.

My heart sank as I realised two
the White House garbage disposa
is that a couple of weeks later | was in-
troduced to the president and he said, "Art, I can't thank you
enough for all the fine work you did on my Gridiron speech."

By arrangement with Los Angeles Times Syndicates and

The end of the sto

UNB.

cherry blossoms bloorn, but when the Gridiron Club holds

its annual roast of the Washington establishment. Five or

six hundred of the nation's elite newspaper people and leaders
put on white ties and fancy dresses and gather in a hotel
ballroom to preen and laugh at the things they are supposed to

sﬁr for the rest of the year. -

I have never been a member of the Gridiron Club. though 1
will ﬁgl;t to the death for their ri

Fr HE official arrival of spring in Washington is not when the

ght to be funny (and have al-

came, and all the writers, in white tie
and tails, waited nervously to see how the president did.
Johnson never saw the humour in the Gridiron skits, and as
the evening progressed he got madder and madder.
When it was his turn to get up, all he said was something like,
'l want to thank you for this lovely evening. Good night.” He sat

1 unit.

weeks of work had gone down

Post-Cold War

The Kosovo genocide in Eu-
rope against the Muslims is the
second phase of ethnic cleans-
ing, the first was Bosnia. The
UI%. Nato and the G7 intention-
ally adopted a go-slow palicy in
both cases. In Kosovo, Lhe
commitment of ground forces is
still being withheld, for obvious
reasons. Milosevic does not
know the other role he is going
to play — as a puppet or catalyst.

Looking non-militarily and
non-politically, these episodes
might be the beginning of the
disintegration of weak Europe,
now hered together as EU, and
supposed by be bonded by the
desperate Euro. Europe's time
has come to fade out — the natu-
ral cycles of civilisation will
take its toll. The only remain-
ing citadel in the Wﬁst is the
Wall Street., not the military
-might of the lone super power,
The next crash of \Bajl Street
iwould be the last — Uncle Sam
'can never recover from the
shake-up; and he knows it;

Sty —r
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therefore the desperation in the

hasty actions, Asia suffered due
to the Western greed.

Now a new colonial weapon
is being tried: the WTO or the
World
trimmed to cut the veins of the
Third World, including Asia,
where the action will be during
the 21st century. The signs are
there all right on the wall; but
some deliberately feign indif-
ference,

Islam will suffer before it
rises again, the world's last
perfected religion. The North is
deliberately up to destroy the
world of Islam. the second
largest religion after Chris-
tianity. The time is approach-
ing for the transfer of power.

Weak Russia will play the
spoiler's role, neither she nor
the West can save her or the

‘'others who think they control

the destiny of Russia, now nei-
ther communist or democratic.

Trade Organisation. ,

Avalanche

On every front, things are going
wrong and out of control. That
is the way it has to be, according
to the Chaos theory, newly-dis-
covered by the western scien-
tists [every cell knows what is
happening to the other cells in
the whole universe. including
the Earth).

Countries like Bangladesh
are also in turmoil, enmeshed
in the changing phases towards
a new world order. The politi-
cians think things will be under
political control. The situation
is already out of control, not
only in Bangladesh, but in
other South nations. The
avalanche will sweep those in
the way. The force of the collec-
tive thinkin%nf the oppressed is
far greater than those of the op-
pressors. The time has come for
stock-taking, morally and
spiritually.

It is time to pay attention to

e ch : a of hu-
gt Peontrofled from
above, but s man's so-
called ingenuity. e
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