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Footdragging by Police

Explosion in the house of a ruling party MP
at Chhatak is a matter of 24 days now. Report on
the incident by Army explosive experts alleges
making of bombs in that house by miscreants, two
of whom died in the blast and police have been
looking for an absconder. The MP was away at the
time of the blast but tried his best to cover up by
calling the whole sordid affair an attempt on his
life by his enemies. Subsequent enquires by
police and investigation by experts proved the MP
wrong.

More than three weeks have gone by but nothing
has been done by the police to arrest the owner of
the house who will have to account for, besides the
bombs and weapons found in the house, a trunk
full of money amounting to about taka two mil-

lion.

Exasperated local leaders and people of all
shades and political beliefs have joined hands
in demanding the arrest, trial and punishment of
the MP Muhibur Rahman Manik. Speakers in an
‘all-party' rally on Tuesday last voiced their
demands and threatened to go on strike on 17 April
if action was not taken by the government. Senior
leaders of all political parties including Awami
League, BNP, JP and Jamaat of the constituency
spoke in the rally. We congratulate the local
leaders for forging unity on a common ground
demanding justice and full play of rule of law on an
important issue of public safety and curbing
terrorism.

We can hardly commend the footdragging by
the police in taking the alleged culprits into
custody and at the same time demand an
explanation from the ministry concerned for this
delaying tactic. This Chhatak incident makes the
Home Minister's assurance of even handed deal for
all citizens irrespective of party affiliations, a
mockery.

Rain Refreshes, but...

On Thursday morning, heavens opened up for
the first time this year. Light drizzle accompanied
by strong wind came as a welcome relief after a
prolonged dry spell. There were more rain at night
and throughout Friday. Residents of the capital,
scorched in ruthless rays of the sun for days, had a
pleasant break. This change in the weather, how-
ever, brought in plight than delight for the people
in the country’'s northern districts of Dinajpur and
Lalmonirhat.

On Wednesday, nor'wester accompanied by hail-
storm left six people dead and over a hundred in-
jured in these two districts. Roofs of more than a
thousand houses, educational institutions and
mosques were blown off and electric wires

snapped, dismptirgg.pwpr supply..When the one--

and-a-half-hour -storm- finally® subsided and fdin
came down, people were in no mood to appreciate
the welcome shower after a long dry spell. Some
had lost their relatives, while others had to care
for the injured. Even worse, crops on a vast tract of

land were damaged and dashed were the hopes of
many. -

Drought has threatened good harvest. but the
storm has sounded a bad omen. If it becomes a
regular feature in the next few days, it will have a
devastating effect on the IRRI-Boro production.
Farmers, who have pinned their hopes on the
IRRI-Boro production to offset the loss incurred in
lt1he last aman season due to the floods, will be hard

it.

This country of ours is prone to natural calami-
ties. People have learned to live with flood, tor-
nado, hurricane. Time and again, they have been
undone by the wrath of nature, but, every time they
have fought back, and started with renewed vigour.
True, we are helpless to the whims of nature: how-
ever, there are certain things we have control on
such as disaster management. An efficient pre-
storm warning mechanism will certainly work a
long way towards reducing the number of deaths.
Also, after the storms strike, the affected populace
should have ready access to emergency relief and
medical services. We may not stop the storms, but
we can surely minimise its effects, especially on

lives. Our efforts should be directed towards that
end.

Doping Menace

Nothing could be more fearsome than the news
that slums in Dhaka city are dens of illegal drug
dealers and abusers. More so, it sets the alarm bells
ringing when slums, in and around Dhaka Univer-
sity campus, are marshalled by morons from out-
side the campus. A Bangla daily reported that until
Thursday last, a demolition order of such a ghetto
inside the Zohurul Haque Hall staff quarters area
by DU Vice Chancellor was not carried out. This
only exposes the hollowness of the administrative

wing of the university, adding an extra fillip to its
already-battered image. "

Meanwhile, there are worthwhile reasons to
worry, for a syndicated drug bazaar all over the
country is active and profiting from illegal nar-
cotics sale, the casualty of which are our youths.
The young people are enticed to use narcotic stuffs
and are being addicted to these on a frightening
scale. A large number of dopers — both conscious
and ignorant victims of this imbecile trade — are
taxing on their respective families, which tanta-
mounts to a "social scourge.” Moreover, the recent

involvement of police (DB office) personnel adds
salt to this injury. -

On the one hand, initiative to restrain these ille-
gal dealings, and on the other, detecting and reha-
bilitating the dopey people are far from satisfac-
tory. The task, no matter how mammoth it seems,
rests on the Department of Narcotics Control. [t
should equip itself with an upright crew of law en-
forcers, while controlling and curbing this menac-
ing commerce which law doesn’t permit and open-
ing up more corrective options for those endan-
gered by drug abuse. Rehabilitation endeavours ac-

companied by attentive doctoring is a must for
them.
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HE Cabinet of Ministers
recently approved Indus-

trial Policy 1999 (IP-'99).

An IP has long been
overdue since the last one was
on board. To that effect, we sup-
pose, IP-'99 would usher glim-
mer of hope in a regime of des-
perate move for rapid industri-
alisation. Admittedly,
Bangladesh direly needs indus-
trial development but past poli-
cies performed poorly. As a re-
sult, the share of the manufac-
turing sector to GDP feebly rose

from 9 per cent in 1972/73to 11

per cent in 1996/97 with few
dips in between. Nor the growth
rate left any room for consola-
tion. The industrial sector is
faced with dual structure. nar-
row base and incredible poli-
cles. .

Against this backdrop, IP-
'99 envisages that the contribu-
tion of the industrial sector to
GDF would mount to 25 per cent
within the next decade or so and
would promise a livelihood for
one-lifth of the country's
worklorce. According to the
Minister for Commerce and In-
dustries Mr-Tofael Ahmed, "the
policy has been framed in light
of the globalisation and trade
liberalisation process and we
have been pursuing a policy of
openness to atiract foreign in-
vestment.” The new policy, re-
portedly, identified 16 sectors
as thrust areas and. mor= im-
portantly for the first time, it
stipulates the creation of a Na-
tional Industries Development
Council (NIDC]) to be heacﬂzd by
the Prime Minister,

I had no chance of going
through the policy document
and hence would postpone any
threadbare discussion on policy
per se. Instead, | would like to

The future of the IP-'99 thus rests mostly on the type of business enuir::mment that :Bm_mgh:fdesh
might provide for. The policy document is just paper of intents _whzie the mater:_;ahsutmn
of those intents would hinge very much on a "political will" ineluding commitments

from different ministries.

comment on the nexus between
an IP and the business envi-
ronment under which preached
policies are to be practiced. As 1
mentioned earlier, past policies
rformed poorly not so much
E:cause of the fact that the
lacked “"good wishes" but mostly
because of the fact that they had
to operate in a kind of business
environment not conducive to
growth and development of in-
dustries. ain, the premises
upon which promises were
made hardly conformed to the
realities of the time. To sub-

stantiate the observations. al- |

low me to draw upon few cases.

There was a time when pol-
icy-makers used to assume that,
for rapid industrial ﬁruwth,
only availability of bank credit
al easy terms is needed. Nation-
alised banks and specialised fi-
nancial institutions began to
disburse credit mostly on polit-
ical considerations. In the ab-
sence of legal sanctions and
proper legal institutions, cul-
ture of loan defaults cropped up,
sickness griped industries (if
not industrialists) and linan-
cial institutions began to go
broke. Only of late the situation
is reported to have improved to
an extent. Second. a scheme of
de-nationalisation and de-regu-
lation — without paying due
recognition to the realities on
the ground — went underway
and industrial units were dis-
posed of "throw-away" prices.
Third, economic considera-
tions were superseded by politi-

cal considerations in the sphere
of policies pertaining to indus-
trial development in
Bangladesh. And finally, gov-
ernment regulatory mecha-
nisms militated against indus-
trial development.

The Business Environment
that 1 have referred to above
comprises elements such as:
policy credibility and investors'
confidence, infrastructural
bottleneck, government regula-
tions, business support services
and financial services. Any

talk on business environment
should take these elements into
serious consideration and need-
less to mention here that unless
those are faced with right
earnest, mere policy formula-
lions might not lead to the de-
sired poal,

In a recent survey on 150 en-
terprises grouped into large,
medium and small (as well as
export-oriented, import-com-
peting, import-intensive, non-
tradable}, we wanted to know
whether firms faced problem
with, say, opening of L/C, ob-
taining foreign exchange, ob-
‘taining duty draw back etc. In
fact these were biting problems

even some years back. We were
happy to note that only 7-10 per
cent considered them as block-
ades. But sordidly, 85 per cent
reported that corruption of
customs officials st as a big
problem for them. We then
asked was the customs services
improving? Only 15 per cent
agreed that it improved in some
respects in terms of harmonisa-
tion, rationalisation of tariffs
and what they termed techno-
logical improvements. Thus,
while dismantling of barriers
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such as import licence/LC open-
ing, foreign exchange alloca-
tion and others have been wel-
come move, the corruption of
customs continue to vitiate the
business environment and the
incentive to the industrialists.
Three-fourths of the respon-
dents of that sample survey in-
formed us that the cost of doing
business in Bangladesh has
been increasing due to theft,
crime and toll collections. And
quite expectedly, majority
(more than four-fifths) com-
plained that supply of electric-
ity is the most important im-
pediment faced in doing busi-
ness. On average, 21

s

days/month power failure with
one hour per day create serious
problem. About policy credibil-

ity and confidence. 40 per cent
believed that the on-going re-
forms would continue (mostly
because of the pressure from the
donors) and about one-third
saw no possibility of continua-
tion in the face of stiff resis-
tance' from inside. About fi-
nancial services, the allega-
tions are not new: corruption
among bank officials, political
highhandedness and high in-
terest rate. Some of them, of
course, hailed the recent deci-
sion of crackdown on loan de-
faulters through legal means

~and the establishment of loan

courts.

The above mentioned few el-
ements are just the tip of the
iceberg. I have presented them
to indicate that a good business
environment is a must for an [P
to see the significant success.
Historically, the business envi-

" ronment of Bangladesh has

been crippled by way of state
sponsored industrial develop-
ment, regulatory frameworks
and. most importantly, by the
Prescnce of a unfriendly legal
ramework and institutions
that paved wide ways for rent-
seeking mandarins. Now-a-
days. rent-seeking by govern-
ment's r:gulatur}r mechanism
has waned to an extent due to
deregulation and liberalisation
but crimes and toll collections
have seemingly substituted the
earlier mechanism. Added to

Business Environment and Industrial Progress

this is the serious costs rise due
to power cuts, corruption of cus-
toms and toll collections. In
fact, these are few of the prob-
lems that tend to make
Bangladeshi entrepreneurs un-
competitive and business un-
profitable.

The future of the IP-'99 thus
rests mostly on the tvpe of
business environment that
Bangladesh might provide for.

The policy document is just pa-
per of intents while the materi-
alisation of those intents would
hinge much on a "political
will” including commitments
from different ministries. If the
gres:nt government can put the

usiness environment on an
even keel there is no reason
why the objectives of the IP-'99
would not see the light of suc-
cess. Industrial development is
very much economic but its suc-
cess depends most on non-eco-
nomic tactors.

Kotaro Suzumura, a famous
economist, commented: "A
mountain hut is useful for
mountaineers as it provides
them with shelter from storms.
However, the knowledge that
there is a dependable mountain
hut may precipitate more reck-
less mountaineering, Likewise,
industrial policy may induce
firms to invest more than what
may be rationalised on the ba-
sis of fundamental market con-
ditions because firms may be
led to expect that industrial pol-
icy will come to the rescue if
their reckless competitive be-
haviour brings about excess ca-
pacity and declining profitabil-
ity ..." The past IPs were like
mountain huts for investors.
We hope that IP-'99 would not be
like that,

Unintended Consequences of NATO’s Air Strikes

ATO'S air strikes against
NYugﬂslaﬁa have resulted

in many unintended
consequences,

First, the mass exodus of
Kosovars of biblical Empnrtiun
began to move to the neigh-
bouring countries, such as Al-
bania, Macedonia and Mon-
tenegro. Macedonia, at the time
of the writing of this paper, re-
fused to take any more refugees
from Kosovo as it claimed that
its logistics was incapable to
handle hundred of thousands
of refugees from Kosovo, The
NATO has developed a plan
where thousands of refugees
would be moved temporarily to
the European countries, the US
and Turkey.

Secondly, the mass move-
'ment of refugees into the
neighbouring countries could
lead to political destabilisation
in the volatile ethnic mix of
the Balkan countries. For ex-

- ‘ample.;:MAcedonid with! tivo

million people has about 30 per
cent Albanian nationals in the
territory and the intake of
refugees might have impact on
its demographic character and
politics. Once Macedonia is
destablised by ethnic tensions.
Bulgaria, Greece and Turkey
might be involved in carving
out lands in Macedonia.

Thirdly, history tells us
that once the refugees are
moved to distant countries, it
would be very difficult for
moslt of the refugees to return to
Kosovo.

Fourthly, as each day passes
with NATO's bombing, Russia
is seen being humiliated before
their traditional ally, Yu-
goslavia and Russia’s response
could be unpredictable. leading
to a global crisis.

Finally, NATO is now con-
fronted with two issues. While
it is engaged in the military as-
sault on Yugoslavia, itis being
involved to assist the refugees.
One must not forget that NATO
is not a relief agency and its de-
ployment of troops to air lift
the refugees will be a diversion
from its primary role,

People all over the world are
asking one question: Why did
NATO fail to appreciate what
was corming ?

When the NATO began its
assault on Yugoslavia on 24th
March to compel President
Milosevic to accept the peace
plan, many believed that
NATO leaders should have re-
alised that President Milosevic
would most likely try 1o de-

by Barrister Harun ur Rashid

Now that NATO has got involved in war with Yugoslavia to protect the Kosovars, it must

complete the task, even putting its troops on the

NATO is at stake.

ground. The credibility of

populate Kosovo in a system-
atic and planned way to make
the peace plan for Kosovo irrel-
evant and worthless. If Kosovo
does not have any more Alba-
nians , then President Milose-
vic could replace them with
Serbs and it seems to fall in a
grand design of his aspirations
of establishing a greater Serbia
within Yugoslavia.

There is a strong view that
NATO should have struck more
aggressively from the outset
against power centres in Bel-
grade and troops in Kosovo if
its military action was to stop
Milosevic's 40,000 forces in
Kosovo who were responsible
for “ethnic cleansing.” It ap-
pears that NATO authorities
acknowledged having underes-
timated Milosevic's willing-
ness to withstand attack and
crack down on Kosovo popula-
tion of ethnic Albanians.

NATO is using more than 400
planes but in the Gulf War the
coalition employed 2700 air-
craft against Iraq. It is reported
that there have been an average
of about 50 sorties a day during
the first week over Yugoslavia
mmgargd with about 1000 in
the Gulf War. NATO appeared to
have taken many targeting op-
tions off the table that ended up
with having a limited air cam-
paign that did not cause enough
damage to the Serbian forces.

NATO could have used a lot
more fire power to achieve both
the tactical objective of beatin
back Serb forces in Kosovo ang
the strategic objective of hit-
ting Eelﬂade targets of high
value to Mr. Milosevic. Here in
Kosovo the Serb forces were
mounting assaults on the
Kosovo Albanians in the pre-
text of treating them as
“terrorists™, There had been
earlier instances of “ethnic
cleansing” in Bosnia and one
could witness that it was un-
folding in Kosovo. With the
NATO air strikes, it was rea-
sonable to assume for NATO
that the Serb would accelerate
their forces fiercely to evict the
Albanians from Kosovo. The
inability of NATO to under-
stand the strategy of Milosevic
appears to be a monumental er-

ror and misjudgment of the sit-
Uation.

NATO Blamed for

Milosevic’s Power

A view prevails that the
NATO has only to blame itself
for allowing a dictator like
President Milosevic Lo acquire
such a hold over the Serbian
popular conscience. Today Mr
Milosevic seems to have Serbia
in the palm of his hands. All
opposition has been silenced.
Scant effort was made to back
the moderates committed to
non-violence and multicul-
tural living. NATO seemed to
forget that Yugoslavia could
not have remained at peace for
35 years under Marshal Tito if
there had not been millions of
people réady to _
?amchial ethnic identitly in
avour of a cosmopolitan one.
NATO did not cultivate mod-
erale leaders in Yugoslavia. In
devising their plan to split
Bosnia into ethnic units, there
is a view that Lord Owen of
Britain and Mr. Cyrus Vance of
the US froze out those who
continued to work for a multi-
cultural existence. Let me ex-
plain it further in the following
paragraphs.

President Milosevic is an
ultra nationalist Serb. He be-
came President of Serbia and
annulled the autoenomous sta-
tus of Kosovo in 1989 and inte-

rated it into Serbia by force
Kosovo is inhabited by 2 mil-
lion people of which 90 per
cent are Albanian Muslims.) He
closed separate schools in
Kosovo for Albanian language
and attempted to assimilate the
Kosovars with the Serbs, The
integration of Kosove was the
most controversial decision
and NATO remained silent.

His dream of greater Serbia
by grabbing Serbs-dominated
lands from Bosnia and Croatia
began in earnest from early
90s. Encouraged by the inac-
tion of NATO, he attempted
through his protege Dr.
Radovan Karadzic to integrate
the lands from Bosnia and

Croatia through “ethnic
cleansing” and the Dayton
Agreement brokered by USA

on Bosnia in 1995 stabilised
the situation in Bosnia.

Kosovo was Left Out in

Dayton Agreement
During the Dayton meeting,

pul aside a .-

it was appropriate that a com-
prehensive solution with re-
spect to ethnic conflicts in Yu-
goslavia including Kosovo
should have been addressed by
the West. Kosovo's moderate
leader Ibrahim Rugova was not
invited to the peace talks in
Dayton. President Milosevic
during that time was at his
weakest following the defeat of
his proxies in Bosnia and
Croatia. He mighlt have
accepled a deal restoring
autonomy Lo Kosovo.
Regretlably that was not done
and Kosovo issue was lell
unattended.

After Dayton, the forces of

muilti-ethnicity were & kin the.

lurch. Ethnic cleansimp- was

permnitted in Croatian, Muslim:

and Serbian parts of Bosnia
Federation. Kosovo has been in
turmoil because Kosovo Alba-
nians demanded the restora-
tion of its autonomy . When the
Serbian authority did not lis-
ten to their legitimate de-
mands, they became restive
and the younger generation
formed KLA to fight with arms
lor independence from the
Serbian regime. A few ob-
servers Dbelieve that Kosovo
Liberation Army (KLA) was
formed because of deep frustra-
lion among Kosovar Albanians
that President Milosevic was
allowed to wreck the autonomy
of Kosovo and no body raised a
finger at him.

NATO'’s Silence over
Broken Promises of

Milosevic

In defiance of the Dayton
Agreement, President Milose-
vic did not support the arrest of
two important war criminals
in Bosnia, namely Dr. Radovan
Karadzic and General Ratko
Mladie who were accused of
genocidal crimes in Bosnia
and wanted by the Interna-
tional War Crimes Tribunal at
the Hague established in 1993..
FPresident Milosevic became
bolder and bolder as he realised
that the Dayton Agreement
could not be implemented
without his support and co-op-
eration . He was treated by
NATO as a key leader in the
Balkans and a man NATO
could do business with. He
started “ethnic cleansing” in
Kosovo from February 1998, As

"Tajuddin being
honoured but....."

Sir, Referring to DS report
under the above heading (DS 25
March), Mr Tajuddin Ahmed's
contribution towards our war of
liberation can be said to be im-
mediately next to that of
Bangabandhu and yet he re-
mained unsung and un-
honoured for over two decades
by an ungrateful nation. Hon-
ouring him now with a puny In-
dependence Day award is like
adding insult to the injury. As
he deserves much greater hon-
our and much wider recogni-
tion, may [ suggest that some of
the honour and recognition
which are his due would be at
least partially restored if a
permanent Chair in his name
were created in the Dhaka Uni-
versity.

A yum
Gl?igﬁﬂn. Dhaka

Help the Kosovars

Sir, We are very grateful to
the international community,
and especially to NATO., for tak-
ing action to save the people of
Kosovo from the terrible human
tragedy and genocide being
inflicted upon them by the ter-
rorists of Serbia.

Now we should urge our gov-
ernment to offer to provide asy-
lum in Bangladesh to at least
1000 refugees of Kosovo until

 Kosovo has been 'ethnically

cleansed' of the Serbian erimi-
nals and they can go back to
their own homes.

Abdur Rahim
2, Naoratan Colony.
New Baily Road, Dhaka

For Test sfatus

Sir, 1 sincerely wish that
Bangladesh gets Test status in
cricket worl someday. But |
think we are vet too far from
reaching that the standard in
many contests. Therefore it was
heartening to see how the inter-
viewer over BTV begging for a
favourable comment from some
cricket personalities.

We must not beg for the sta-
tus; rather we should prove our

worth by winning some
matches. .

Ahmed
Palash
Narsingdi

Chittagong: A

neglected venue

Sir, Ahead of the Tri-nation
cricket tournament in Dhaka
on March 19-27 comprisin
Zimbabwe, Kenya an
Bangladesh, the speculation
whether a match would be held
in the port city Chittagong, fluc-
tuated with uncertainty. The
Sports governing body of Chit-
tagong CJKP is continuously
importuning to hold an inter-

national cricket match since
1988 when two malches of Asia
Cup were held in the commer-
cial capital of the country.

Earlier on October last year
when the Mini World Cup was
held in Dhaka, the plea of CJKP
of arranging a match in Chit-
tagong was turned down at the
last minute due to the devastat-
ing floods all over the country.
Since then, thirsty cricket fans
of the city are eagerly waiting to
enjoy an international cricket
match in Chittagong.

A K Ajij Stadium is precisely
capable of hosting such
matches. The pitch, outfield.
media and other facilities can
be upgraded within one month.
To improve cricket, decentral-
ization is a must. BCB should
shrug off its conservative atti-
tude.

Md Abdur Rahim
Dept of Journalism
University of Dhaka

You must be
dreaming . ..

Sir. No more dreaming.
Mere dreaming,K will not do
any good to Bangladesh
cricket. We all know very well
what the standard of
Bangladesh cricket is. So, 1
would request the day-dream-
ers not to talk of Bangladesh
getting the test status between
1999 to 2001. Instead of that
for the next five to seven

years they should concentrate
and work hard to improve the
standard of our cricket.

Bangladesh national team
as well as Bangladesh "A"
team and youth team should
play more and more one day-
ers and also three to five day
matches at home and abroad
against the teams from test
playing countries (Pakistan,
India. Sri Lanka, New
Zealand and Zimbabwe) and
also against the teams from
non test playing countries
(Kenya, Scotland, Ireland and
Holland).

Three to five day matches
should be introduced not only
to the domestic league but also
to the school, college and uni-
versity levels. Various tour-
naments both limited overs
and longer version matches
should be held all over the
country. Young, upcoming and
talentt?d pIaI;rgersp shnu]%l be
sent to the BKSP for training.
Dhaka stadium must be
handed over permanently to
the BCB where the players
would play and practice
cricket all the year round.
We want Bangladesh to get
test status through perfor-
mance and not by mercy or
begging.

Last of all, I would like to
mention that at present a par-
ticular vested group is con-
trolling everything both inside
and outside the BCB.

Igbal Ahmed
Dhalca 1000

a result, thousands of Kosovo
Albanians left their homes to
the mountains for safety. The
Kosovo Albanians were left
witn themselves.

When Albania, the Europe's
poorest country, was raising
alarms at the situation there a
lew rhetorical statements from
NATO leaders that they would
not allow and watch Kosovo be-
coming another "Bosnia™ were
heard. That was in May-June
last year. Later in October of
that year when the situation in
Kosovo became worse and
posed to widen into a regional

conflict, the US special envoy
Richard Holbreoke extracted

an agreemetyt frgm President

_ W that herwould with- .
' heavy armoury from '

Kosovo and permit 2000 civil-
ian monitors from OSCE
(Organisation of Security and
Co-operation in Europe) to ver-
ifly the withdrawal process.
Further he would launch a po-
litical process with Kosovar
Albanias to resolve the politi-
cal status of the territory.. The
very fact that M}-FDEEviE
avoided NATO's troops to
monitor the implementation of
the Agreement in Kosovo was
an ominous signal for NATO.,

Presiderit Milosevic's record
of broken promises did not
dampen NATO to believe him.
Observers believe that NATO
had been either duped or was
naive or not determined to
show its military might to the
Yugoslav dictatorial regime. A
few political analysts main-
tain that NATO's dealing with
Milosevic is comparable to the
events leading to the Munich
Agreement (1938) of appease-
ment with Hitler.

President Milosevic is seen
to be a major factor in the dis-
integration of the old Federal
structure of Yugoslavia. He
fought with Croatia and then
with Bosnia and both became
separated [rom Yugoslavia.

Now he is depopulating the Al-
banians in Kosovo so that it
remains with Serbia. His crit-
ics say that his primary moti-

- Serbs” | ap

~ within a very

vation is to remain in power
and Kosovo, being “ the soul of
ars to be the one
issue he knows which either
will make President Milosevic
stronger or break him.

Conclusion

The anxious questions that
arise are: Can the NATO halt
the empt}ring of population
from Kosovo by the Serb forces
short time-
frame? Can they secure safety
return of the refugees to Kosovo
? The answers to these are very
difficult indeed. It will all de-
pend how quick the NATO
could organise its milita

ower to strike at the Ser
orces in Kosovo and how
committed the NATO leaders
are to ensure their return in an
environment of security and
salety. Time will only tell, One
thing appears to be certain that
the peace deal made at Ram-
bouillet is out of date and ' the
presence ol Serb police and
lroops in Kosovo even under -
NATO's supervision as envis-
aged in the€ peace deal is un-
likely to be acceptable to
Kosovo Albanians,

The critics say that the re-
sult of the bombing has had the
opposite effect. NATO came to
help the Kosovars from Serbs'
repression but as a result of air
strikes the Serbs have taken
revenge by expelling them from
their homes, They are worse
than before. On the other hand,
it is being argued that the
“ethnic cleansing”™ firom
Kosovo would have happened
anyway rather than eing
caused by the NATO's action.

Now that NATO has got in-
volved in war with Yugoslavia
to protect the Kosovars, it must
complete the task, even putting
its troops on the ground. The
credibility of NATO is at stake.
It was established 50 years ago
(4th April 1949) as a mili
counterweight to Soviet mili-
tary might and to keep peace in
post- Second World War Eu-
rope. Its effectiveness was
Eruved during the Berlin

lockade in the 50s and in re-
cent times it was able to secure
peace. though shaky, in
Bosnia. It is a testing time for

NATO. It cannot afford to fail
this time.
The  writer is Former

Bangladesh Ambassador to the
UN in Europe, Geneva.
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Greatest Inventions

HE worst thing about the millennium is that we are now
I being bombarded with lists. We are offered the best news
stories of the last 100 years, the most important people,

the most outstanding atiletes etc. etc.
I have a list. Mine is, "The Greatest Inventions of the Cen-
tury” — the ones that changed our lives so we'll mever be the

salne,

The first is the mute button on the television remote, crated
so mankind would no longer have to listen to commercials. The
mute button was invented by Forest Mute in his garage in Hack-
ensack, New Jersey. Mute was looking
Howard Stern on the air when he accidentally deadened the
sound on his set. When he could do the same on colour TV, he

knew he was a success.

The person who has never received fair credit for his contri-
bution to our culture is Lamar Beach, who developed the first
Scotch tape dispenser. Until Beach's invention, people pulled
the tape off its roll and got it tangled all over their fingers.

Virginia Wild was an ordinary housewife until she came up
with the idea for eye shadow. She noticed that when she got up
in the morning, her eyes looked glassy and were lacking in mys-

tery.

So she picked up a piece of charcoal from the fireplace and
darkened the area around her eyes. Men became attracted to
her, and when word got out about it, eye
rigueur in the free world. Virginia became a zillionaire and
t all the coal mines in Pennsylvania to assure her eye

bou

shadow company an adequate supp
Zion Zimrod was the inventor of "fat-free fat." For
most of the large American food companies were tryi
up with fat-free fat to make fat-free foods taste better. Zion got
the idea to use chicken fat. He put the fat in a microwave oven at
1,000 degrees and then set it on fire. The residue was fat free,
and not one white rat who tasted it
nately, Zion forgot to patent it and hasn't made a dime on his
discovery, although 2 out of 3 doctors recommend it.
By arrangement with Los Angeles Times Syndicate and UNB

for a method of bypassing

shadow became de

ly.

years,
ng to come

gained a pound. Unfortu-




