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Second security leak
in US N-labs

NEW YORK, Apr 8: amid alle-
gations that China stole secrets
lrom US nuclear weapons re-
search labeoratories, an intelli-
gence report suggests a second
security leak, the New York
Times reported tloday, says
Reuters,

The United States learned in
1996 [rom one of its Chinese
spies that China's intelligence
service were bragging that they
had stolen secrets from the
United States and used them to
improve their neutron bomb,
the newspaper reported.

Citing American officials,
the newspaper said the spy of-
fered details of what the Chi-
nese agents were up to and how
the information was taken
from the United States to
China. The report came as US
intelligence agencies were ex-
amining a separate suspected
theft ol designs of America's
most modern nuclear warhead,

known as the W-88.

Until now, White House offi-
cials have maintained that
there is no evidence that Chi-
nese nuclear spying continued
into the Clinton administra-
tion. However, the officials’ ac-
counts call in question these
assertions, the newspaper said.

Officials told the newspaper
that current national security
adviser Sandy Berger in April
1996, was briefed on evidence of
the theft of the warhead design,
the need to raise security at the
weapon labs and the report
about the loss of neutron bomb
data. /

A National Security Council
spokesman told the newspaper
that Berger did not believe the
neutorn bomb issue was men-
tioned at the briefing.

Ollicials told the newspaper
that the briefing. led by ener
department's chief of intelli-
gence Notra Trulock, presented
information about the theft

Bid to blow up police station
in Kashmir: 13 killed

SRINAGAR, Apr 8: Thirteen
people, including six militants
and four securitymen, were
killed and nine others, mostly
securitymen, wounded while
militants made an abortive at-
tempt to blow up a police sta-
tion in Jammu and Kashmir
since Tuesday evening, reports
PTI.

Security forces frustrated an
attempt of militants to blow up
a vital roadlink while two mili-
tants were arresled and another
laid down his arms in the state
during the period, an ollicial
spokesman said here yesterday.

He said an Army jawan,

Ajay Jedaija of Rashiiyan Ri-
fles, was shot dead by militants
near a maitch factory in Bra-
mulla district of north Kashmir
yesterday.

He said three foreign merce-
naries and a security jawan
were killed and four security-
men wounded in an encounter
alt village Dandi-Surankote in
Poolich district last night.

A light-machine gun, a
rocket projectile gun, two AK 47
assault ritles, three pistols, six
kgs of explosives, 14 grenades,
three remote controls and eight
magazines were recovered from
the deceased militants, he said.

Mission to secure release of 3 US soldiers

KUKES (Albania), Apr 8:
Serb forces have laid mines at
the border into Albania and are
reportedly moving up tanks and

uns near the frontier, possibly

racing for a NATO Emund at-
tack, the UNHCR said today, re-
port agencies.

The military movements
came a day after Belgrade closed
the main border crossing into
Albania at Morina, preventing
tens of thousands urp Kosovans
from fleeing their homeland.

The reports of tanks and
guns were given by a group of
about 25 refugees who crossed
the border in this remote region
of Albania late Wednesday, af-
ter the frontier was suddenly
closed earlier in the day.

"They ,reported many Serb
soldiers and tanks and heavy
guns along the road," said UN
High Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR) spokeswoman
Laura Baldini, wﬁn interviews
the g;;uup of refugees.

They confirmed that the
road was mustlﬁ clear back to
the village of Zhur, about five
kilometers (three miles) inside
Kosovo, but was then littered
for several kilometers with
empty cars and trailers, some of
them burnt and destroyed.

In Athens, A former
Cyprus president hopes to win
the release of three US service-
men held in Yugoslavia, where
NATO aircraft have focused at-
tacks on army and police units
blamed for atrocities against
ethnic Albanians in Kosovo.

In Britain, the domestic
news agency Press Association
said US Defense Secretary
William Cohen would confer
Thursday at Ramstein Air Base.
Germany. with his counterparts

from Britain, France and Ger-
many about the conduct of the
air campaign.

The allies have vowed to
keep up the pressure on Yu-
goslav President Slobodan
Milosevic until he pulls back

- his forces from Kosovo and al-

lows ethnic Albanian refugees
to return under the protection
of an international security
force.

Spyros Kyprianou, current
speaker of the Cypriot Parlia-
ment who has had a close rela-
tionship with Yugoslav leaders,
was waiting Thursday in
Athens, Greece. hoping fo get
Hermi&slnn from Milosevic to

y to Belgrade to make ar-
rangements for the soldiers’ re-
lease.

'l cannot say there is a final
arrangement," Kyprianou told
reporters Wednesday before
leaving Cyprus. "The exchanges
have been very constructive so
far and the indications are that
this mission will succeed. 1 am
confident about it."

The release could be a sign
that Milosevic was seeking a
way out of the confrontation
with NATO, which began pun-
ishing airstrikes March 24 to
lorce him to accept a Western
peace deal to end fighting in
Kosovo between government
forces and ethnic Albanian
rebels.

Ethnic Albanians made up
90 per cent of the 2 million pre-
war populace of Kosovo, a
province in Serbia, the main
republic in Yugoslavia. Milose-
vic's crackdown on ethnic Al-
banian separatists began 14
months ago,

NATO continued its attacks
late Wednesday and early
Thursday. striking targets in

Belgrade and others in centrai
and southern Serbia. Based on
reports from Yugoslav media,
the attacks on population cen-
ters were far less than on previ-
ous nights since the air cam-
paign began.

The Pentagon confirmed the
loss of a twin-engine unmanned
reconnaissance plane known as
a Hunter. The aircraft was used
as a surveillance aid that can
transmit video images to battle-
field commanders.

The officials who confirmed
the Hunter had been lost said he
had no details, including
whether it was downed over
Kosovo or another part of Yu-
goslavia.

There was no report from
NATO or Pentagon officials on
the number of missions
launched by dawn Thursday. A
heavy storm, was reported
Wednesday night over Aviano
Air Base in northern Italy,
where many of the attacks have
been launched.

Pentagon officials said at-
tacks were focusing on police
and army units scattered in ru-
ral areas of Kosovo. Small Yu-

oslav units have been blamed
or most of the atrocities in
Kosovo, and targeting them in
the hills and forests of the
largely rural province has
proven difficult.

In Bonn, German Defence
Minister Rudolf Scharping
warned Wednesday that the Yu-
goslavs may be planning to use
ethnic Albanian civilians in
Kosovo as "human shields.”
That could explain a move by
Yugoslav authorities Wednes-
day to seal off the borders with
Macedonia and Albania after
forcing more than '400.000
refugees out of the country.

Uus PresidenBill Clinton meets with his

__________
............

Room at the White House in Washington DC,

In Morini, the crossing point
for Kosovo refugees into Alba-
nia, the flow of cars and trac-
tors suddenly stopped at 3 am
Wednesday. Yugoslav border
guards could be seen layin
what appeared to be mines an
dig.ging fortifications just in-
side their territory.

"The refugees.., were told to
return to their places of resi-
dence — whatever is left of those

places," said Doran Vienneau of

the Organisation for Security
and Cooperation in Europe,
which has been monitoring the
border.

Scharping said Yugoslay
forces had begun forcing ethnic
Albanians back from the bor-
der areas into the province. He
showed aerial photos that he
said showed Serb tanks sur-
rounding a Kosovo vjllage, sep-
arating the men and women,

and then opening fire on
houses.

‘On Monday, foreign minis-
ters from NATO's 19 members
nations will meet at alliance
headquarters in Brussels, Bel-
gium, to discuss the deteriorat-
ing situation in Kosovo, al-
liance officials said.

In Brussels, NATO
spokesman Jamie Shea said
NATO was "deeply preoccupied”
by reports of atrocities being
committed against civilians
and 50 villages in Kosovo re-
g{}rlﬂdl y have been burned since

aturday.

The KLA claimed Serb forces
massacred at least 51 civilians,
including 12 children, during a
raid on the village of Celina,
southwest of Pristina. A state-
ment by the rebel Kosovo Press
listed names and ages for all the
alleged victims.

P

National Security team Wednesday in the Cabinet

—AFP photo
. In Washington, Rubin said
nine Serb commanders have
been linked to atrocities in
Kosovo and could face war
crime prosecutions.

With the border suddenly
closed, Macedonian authorities
moved quickly Wednesday (o
clear out tens of thousands of
Kosovo refugees trapped for
days in squalid conditions.

The Macedonians hustled
thousands of refugees onto
buses so quickly that some were
separated [rom their [amilies.
About 10,000 refugees were
packed off to Albania and an-
other 25,000 were removed to
NATO tent camps further in-
courntry.

Macedonia has been [looded
with more than 130,000
refugees since NATO airstrikes
began.

Communists get best
chances yet to
impeach Yeltsin

MOSCOW, Apr 8: Boris
Yeltsin's Communist enemies
have been trying to push him
out of power since he disman-

tled the Soviet Union. They've '

campaigned, schemed and in-

vesligl{)atttfl — and they finally
Inay be getting somewhere. re-
ports AP.

Russia's lower house of par-
liament, the State Duma, is
scheduled to debate, impeach-

Ing Yeltsin one week from today

in the opposition's most care-
fully conceived effort to oust
him to date. The impeachment
bid is the first ong that appears
to have a chance of succeec ing.

If approved by the Duma, the
motion would require approval
of the country's two highest
courts and parliainent's upper
house belore Yeltsin could be
removed. That's seen as un-
likely — though not as unlikely
as in Yeltsin's mightier days.

Regardless of the outcome,
merely holding an impeach-
ment debate on Russia's first
freely elected president in its
thousand-year history bodes ill
tor the country's fragile democ-
racy and its erratic. infirm
leader.

While impeachment itself is
a democratic process. the
Communists trying to oust
Yeltsin want to roll back demo-
cratic reforms. One of Yeltsin's
many crimes, they say, was re-
placing the totalitarian Soviet
system with one that has im-
poverished and demoralised the
Russian populaee,

While the United Stiates

could weather the impeachment
of President Bill Clinton, "Rus-
sia's political system is not so
solid," said Sergei Kolmakov,
an analyst with the Moscow-
based Politika Foundation.

Russia is in a deep recession,
with millions of people out of
work or going unpaid for
months. The military is in
shambles, and the country is
shamed by its waning global
relevance — a condition exposed
by Russia's powerlessness to
stop NATO airstrikes on its ally
Yugoslavia.

The five impeachment
counts, approved by a Commu-
nist-led parliamentary panel in
February alter eight months of
investigation. charge .that
Yeltsin instigated the 1991 So-
viel collapse. improperly used
force against hard-line law-
makers in 19493, launched the
botched 1994-96 war in Chech-
nya. brought Russia's military
to ruin, and waged genocide
against the Russian people with
economic policies that impov-
erished the country.

Yeltsin's opponents have un-
successfully tried impeachment
before, but those debates in-
volved much less legal prepara-
Lion.

"The position of the Com-
munists was never as strong as
it is now." Kolmakov said.

The Chechnya war charge is
the strongest — it's the only one
supported by Yabloko, the party
of liberal economist Grigory
Yavlinsky, as well as the Com-
muists and their allies;
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JIAF jet crashes in Amritsar: a-

Indian Air Force (IAF) Mig-21 plane Wednesday crashed in
Punjab’'s Amritsar district but the pilot escaped unhurt, police
said, PTI reports from Chandigarh.

in the

The iE:ilnt bailed out to safety before the plane came crashing
ields near Harsha Chinna village in Raja Sansi area.

The cause of the crash is not yet known, police said, IAF sources

here declined to comment.

Editor of Manila Times resigns:
Editor at The Manila Times, one of the Philippines ™ oldest

newspapers, resigned over an apology b}; its owners Thursday to

president Joseph Estrada for a report t

at prompted him to file

a 101 million peso (2.6 million dollars) libel suit, AP reports

from Manila.

In response to the apology, Estrada said he would drop his

suit. Estrada lodged the suit earl
said he was an "unwitting godfat

governmen! contract,

ﬁtms month over a story

that
er’ for an allegedly improper

Jodie Foster hurt in Malavsia:

Oscar-winner Jodie Foster was treated at a northern
hospital for a minor in_;ury after slipping on location for the
Fox film, "Anna and the King."

20th Century

alaysian

a film

spokesperson said Thursday, AP reports from Kuala Lumpur.
Foster was taken for tests to the outpatient clinic of the

Langkawi Hospital on Wednesday after injurin
while on a break from shooting on the

her ankle

pular Malaysian re-

sort island. "It's probably a little bruised but she's fine " said the
spokesperson, who declined to be named. "She ﬂ!lust sliﬂpéél and
en we'

fell. She needs to rest up for a couple days and

to shooting."

Farrakhan released from ho

tion of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan was discharged from
Howard University Hospital on Wednesda

back

ital: na-

after treatment

related to his prostate cancer, a hospital spokeswoman said, AP

reports from Washington.

Farrakhan, 65, was taken to the hospital last week for

"Beijing mi

litary academy recommends

redeploying missiles against India’

NEW DELHI, Apr 8: The Bei-
jing Milita Acad%my has rec-
ommended China redeploy
medium and long-range mis-
siles against India following
‘New Delhi's nuclear tests last
year, Indian newspapers said
today, reports Reuters.

‘One important recommen-
dation, which China has put
into action, is to redeploy
medium-and long-range mis-
siles against India'to ensure
nuclear balance in Chinese
favour,” The Pioneer said in a
front-page article.

The Times of India. quoting
defence sources in New Delhi,

said the military academy pa-

er recommended China seek

estern sanctions against In-
dia, led by the United States,
and seek to isolate India on the
international stage.

The documents says that
China should penalise India for
its alleged anti-China stance
and highlight India's hege-
monistic designs,” it said.

India's ministries of defence
and foreign affairs said they
has no immediate comment on
the reports.

China said it had not
changed its policies in the wake
ol the tests.

“There have been no changes
on the position of the Chinese

governiment,” Foreign Ministry
spokesinan Sun Yuxi told re-
porters.

"We hope and are willing to
make efforts to develop friendly
relations with India on the ba-
sis of the five principles of
peaceful coexistence.”

The Indian reports came as
Chinese state media said Bei-
jing had urged India to adopt a
more long-term approach to
their ‘relations and stamp out
‘undesirable disturbances” af-
fecting ties.

During a meeting with visit-
ing members of India's opposi-
tion Congress party, Vice Presi-
dent Hu Jintao said relations

between the two neighbours had
progressed "along a normal
track” but "progress has suf-
fered undesirable distur-
bances."

India's Pioneer said that de-
spite strong pressure from both
China and the Unites States.
India would go ahead with the
development of longer range
versions of its Agni ballistic
inissile, :

Agni, part of India's indige-
nous missile development pro-
gramme, was last tested in
February 1994, it is seem as a
potential deterrent to nuclear-
armed China.

Unreliable partners to
be discarded : Advani

NEW DELHI, Apr 8: India's
year-old coalition government
is holding firm and can demon-
strate its ma_}frit}r in parlia-
ment next week, Home Minister
Lal Krishna Advani said., re-
ports Reuters.

"When the budget session of
parliament resuimes on the 15th
of this month .. there have been
threals of fireworks but the out-
come is going to be the same,
namely the government prov-
ing its mandate once again,”
Advani said in an on-line con-
versation on the Net on
Wednesday:.

This week a powerful re-
gional group withdrew two of its
representatives from Prime

Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee's
council of misters and threat-
ened to open negotiations with
rival parties plunging the frag-
ile coalition into new uncer-
tainty.

"Vajpayee's government ob-
served ils [irst anniversary
only a few days back and it has

“been growing [rom strength to

strength; perceptibly become
stabler, causing immense dis-
appointment to our adver-
saries,” the minister told ques-
lioners on the internet channel.

Advani said his Bharatiya
Janata Party., which leads the
government, was committed to
coalition politics but would dis-
card unreliable partners.

Ties with China yields benefits: Clinton

WASHINGTON, Apr 8: As he
prepares for a meeting with
Chinese Prime Minister Zhu
Rongji. President Bill Clinton
says US ties with China have
yielded security benefits for
Americans on a range of foreign
policy hotspots from northeast
A%ia to the Middle East, reports
AP.

Zhu was talking with Clin-
ton and other administration
officials Thursday on a number
of contentious issues before a
dinner Clinton will host in his
honour Thursday night.

Aside from security issues,
Thursday's agenda included
trade., Taiwan and human
rights. Adding spice to the rela-
tiouship were allegations of
Chinese nuclear spying on the

United States and newly pub-
lished reports that the chiel of
China's military intelligence
directed 300.000 dollar to Clin-
ton's re-election campaign in
1996.

Administration briefers de-
clined to comment on the two
latter issues Wednesday on
grounds that they were under
investigation.

Clinton said in a speech
Wednesday that his policies of
engaging — as opposed to isolat-
ing — China have yielded bene-
fits for the United States.

As a result of these links, the
Clinton administration was

able to negotiate a nuclear
[reeze with North Korea five
years ago and it also persuaded
China to stop selling weapons-

related nuclear materials 1o
Pakistan and Iran. *

Zhu. known for his sense of
humor, joked about the allega-
tions that China stole nuclear
secrets from the Los Alamos re-
search lab in the 1980s.

He said in Los Angeles on
Tuesday that China would cele-
brate the 50th anniversary of
communist rule this year by
garading weaponry "developed

 China itself, not by technol-
ogy stolen from the United
States.”

Zhu arrived Wednesday
night at Andrews Air Force
Base in Maryland and had an
unscheduled White House meet-
g with Clinton.

Republican presidential
candidate Steve Forbes said

China has been the priime bene-
ficiary of Clinton’s efforis to
cultivate closer ties with China.

"China’s policies toward the
Linited States are based on one
perception — that is the admin-
istration will continue its one-
sided approach in favour of
China." he said Wednesday.

The visit. the first by a Chi-
nese premier in 15 years, comes
at a time of great wariness be-
tween the two countries. China
has been under fire from Re-
lpuhiican.s and others not only
or the alleged spy and cam-
}\mi;{n [inance activities but also
or repressing dissent. refusing
to renounce tlic use of force
didinst Taiwan and keeping jts
market closed to many US
products.

Vajpayee joins Sikh
celebrations

ANANDPUR SAHIB, Apr 8:
India's prime minister joined
40.000 Sikh pilgrims, crowded
into a sprawling township of
tents, to pray today at a shrine
where the last great Sikh guru
created the Sikh brotherhood
300 years ago, reports AP,

ﬁnandpﬁr Sahib, normally
a sleepy town noted for its 40
Sikh temples. glistened with
fresh white paint. Streamers
and green-and-salfron flags, in
place for the two-week anniver-
sary celebration, flapped in a
hot breeze. |

Prime Minister Atal Behari

Vajpayee prayed at the main
shrine. the Keshgarh Sahib
gurdiwara, and addressed the
devotees.

With his coalition under
sirain, Vajpayee's visit was an
expression of solidarity with
the Akali Dal, which governs
Punjab state and which is a
partner in the federal coalition.
Vajpayee needs to shore up his
support to withstand the threat
by another coealition pariner to
withdrew, which could bring
down his government. '

The Akali Dal itself has been
split into moderate and radical
factions.

surgery Lo correct an inflammation caused by cancer treatment.
University spokeswoman Donna Brock said she could not say
where he was going. Farrakhan lives in Chicago.

Actor Bob Peck dies in UK: acor

Bob Peck, a veteran of the British stage and film industry, has
died of cancer. He was 53, his associates said yesterday, AFP
reports from London.

The father of three was diagnosed with the disease several
years ago and died on Sunday. He was well-known to audiences
at Britain's Royal Shakespeare Company and the National
Theatre and appeared in a score of ilm and television parts.

Manila sent troops.to halt clan feud:

Officials said Thursday they have deployed army troops to a
small southern island to try and halt sporadic clashes between
two clans in which five people have died, AP reports from
Zamboanga.

'I'heai]'i‘éﬂjng between the clan members armed with auto-
matic weapons Wednesday and has forced more than 300
villagers to flee from Linungan, a small village on an island off
Basilan province.

.' :. ; .'.

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat (R) smiles for cameras as he meets with Japanese Prime

Minister Keizo Obuchi (L) at the start of talks at the premier's official residence in Tokyo

Thursday.

—AFP photo

|Arafat cancels news confce,

leaves Japan early

TOKYO, Apr 8: Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat today can-
celled a news conference and
decided to leave Japan two
hours early without explana-
tion, officials here said, reports
AFP,

"Arafat's- side told us he
wanted to leave Japan early,"

said a Japanese foreign min-
istry official. "We asked the rea-

son why but they did not tell
us.”
The Palestinian leader was
meeting with Prime Minister
Keizo Obuchi before flying to
Vietnam and later China to
continue his tour, which has al-
ready taken him to Turkey,
Jordan and Russia.

He cancelled a news confer-
ence scheduled to follow the

meeting with Japan's premier
and decided to leave the country
two hours earlier than origi-
nally scheduled, officials said.

AP adds: Japan's prime min-
ister urged Yasser Arafat on
Thursday not to declare Pales-
tinian statehood before restart-
ing talks with Israel, a govern-
ment official said.

Japan has been pushing
Arafat not to jeopardise the
Middle East peace process with
such a declaration when the
five-year interim period of self-
rule for Palestinians in the

West Bank and Gaza Strip ends

on May 4.

"l understand the Palestini-
ans do have ts to their au-
tonomy, and | strongly hope

that an independent state will
be established in the near fu-
ture," Prime Minister Keizo
Obuchi was quoted as telling
Arafat by a %ﬂreign Ministry
official.

"But | strongly request that
such a declaration of statehood
not be made at this point.”
Obuchi was quoted as saying. "I
hope the negotiations will re-
open soon and come to a con-
clusion within a year.”

Arafat, who left Japan for
Vietnam shortly after the 35-
minute session with Obcuhi,
agreed that the decision was a
delicate one, though he said
that the end of the interim pe-
riod would leave the Pales-
tinian autonomous region "in a
legal vacuum."”

Congress urged
to take steps
to form govt

THIRUVANATHAPURAM,
Apr 8: The Indian Union Mus-
lim League (IUML) has urged the
Congress to take the initiative
to form a secular alternative at
the centre in the event of the
fall of the Vajpayee govern-
ment, reports PTI.°

According to highly placed
League sources here, IUML all
India general secretary E.
Ahammad, MP, yesterday
called on the AICC-I President
Sonia Gandhi in Delhi, and ap-
prised her of the League's posi-
tion and views on the present
Fulit!cal scenario in the coun-
ry.

Ahammad told  Sonia
Gandhi that the League was of
the view that the Congress
should take the initiative to
bring in an alternative gov-
ernment, League sources told
PTI here,

The sources claimed that
Muslim LEB.%UE. a innl_g-s!,andjng
ally of the Congress in Kerala,
was the first political ally to
pled%e its unstinted support to
the Congress in the prevailing
circumstances.

Troops kill 19
militants
in Algeria

ALGIERS, Apr 8: Security
forces killed the top lieutenant
of the leader of the radical
Armed Islamic Group and 18
other Muslim insurgents south
of Algiers, authorities an-
nounced Wednesday, reports
AP.

The brief statement said that
authorities seized arms, explo-
sives and documents after
killing Abdelkader Rahmouni
— among those at the top 'of a
"wanted" list — near the town of
Blida, 60 kms south of Algiers.

The killings were c eall'g

art of a cleanup 0j tion \
gc:urlty forces a mﬂm the
April 15 presidential election to
replace President Liamine Zer-
oual, a retired general leavi
office 18 months before the en
of his 5-year term. |

Pak HR groups demand new
laws to protect women

ISLAMABAD. Apr 8: Human
rights activists on Wednesday
demanded new laws to protect
women in Pakistan, a day after
a woman was killed by her rel-
atives for seeking a divorce, re-
ports AP,

"Women are unsafe in Pak-
Istan” and "stop killing women
in the name of honour," human
rights activists shouted in the
capital., Islamabad, during a
demonstration against the
killing of Samia Imran.

Samia, 32, was shot to death
inside the office of her lawyer
in Lahore, the capital of eastern
Punjab province Tuesday.

Police said the killer was
hired by Samia’'s family mem-
bers. He arrived the office along
with Samia's mother.

"Such killings occur regu-
larly in Pakistan." said the
Joint Action Committee for
Women's and Citizen's Rights,
which organised the demon-
stration.

The group said that state in-
stitutions fail to protect women
and instead often support fam-
ily members who victimize

them in the name of honour,

Meanwhile, demonstrators
prolested the kKilling of Samia
in Lahore, chanting slogans
against the legal systemn and
demanding the arrest of those
involved in her death.

Samia came from a conser-
valive region where most
women are forced to cover
themselves from head to toe
and marry men selected by
their parents.

Divorce is seldom
tioned by parents.

Rigid tribal and feudal con-
ventions in most rural areas of
Pakistan justify a father or
brother to kill a daughter or sis-
ter if they believe she has dis-
honored the family. A divorce
is considered a disgrace.

A husband can also kill his
wife if he thinks she is an adul-
lerous.

Human rights activists say
the strict Islamic laws intro-
duced by the former military
dictator General Ziaul Hag
against adultery are discrimi-
natory and weaken position of
the women.

S5drngc-

Police open fire on rioters
in Indonesia: 13 killed

JAKARTA, Apr 8: Thirteen

people were killed when In- .

donesian troops and police
fired shots to fend off a mass at-
tack by rioters in a town in West
Kalimantan, a report said to-
day, reports AFP.

Thousands of ethnic Malays
and Dayaks descended on the
town of Singkawang Wednesday
and clashed with security forces
blocking their attempt to free
100 people detained earlier in
thedme:k, the Suara Karya daily
said. .
The death toll could not be
immediately confirmed by offi-
cials. o

"There's no exact figure yet.
We're still collecting data,” sec-
ond Sergeant Tarkasim of the
district police in Singkawang

told the ;
AP aﬁds om Dili: Thou-

sands of anti-independence

militiamen, some accused of
massacring at least 25 villagers
this week, vowed today to step
up their fight against sepa-
ratists who want East Timor to
break away from Indonesia.

About 2,000 fighters, bran-
dishing swords, iron bars and
other homemade weapons.
staged a rally at Maliana, a re-
mote town about 140-km west
of the territory's capital, Dili,
residents said.

"Many of them chanted lon
live Indonesia. They waved re
and white Indonesian flags."
Sumarsono Sriadi, a Roman
Catholic priest said by tele-
phone from Maliana.

Organisers of the rally
13 armed groups took part.

There were no reports of
trouble today in the wake of
bloodshed this week in the for-

mer Portuguese colony,

said



