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KB Rai U-13 cricket
Ankur redden hosts
Manikganj win
Sports Reporter

Ankur Cricketers and CCS
Manikganj won their respectlive
malches of the 2nd KB Rai
Memorial U-13 cricket tour-
nament at the Kalabagan Club
ground yesterday.

In the [irst match of the day,
Ankur Cricketers recorded a
convincing 30-run win over
Kalabagan CA (Red).

Sent into bat, the Ankur
boys scored 152 for five in the
stipulated 25 overs. Caplain
Abid made a breezy 51 while
one-down Rafi hammered a 37-
ball 50 in an absorbing second-
wicket stand of 98 runs.

In reply. the Reds of the
hosts Ka agagan. could manage
122 for six in their share of 25
overs. Opener [brahim scored
50.

In the other match of the
day. CCS Manikganj handed a
five-wicket defeatl on Cricket
Coaching School (CCS).

In a low-scoring affair, the
Manikganj boys. chasing CCS’s
108 for nine in the stipulated 25
overs, reached the victory target
of 109 in 22.4 over with Rocky
notching an unbeaten 36.

Pak Judge to
L] L]
wait till WC
RAWALPINDI, Apr 6 (Re-
uters/Internet): A Pakistani
judge investigating alleged ma-
tch-fixing in cricket said on
Monday he might delay his re-
ort until after the World Cup
wecause he was "loo busy” con-

ducting the trial of opposition
leader Benazir Bhutto.

“But the delay in the finali-
sation of the report is not delib-
erate.” Justice Malik Moham-
mad Qayyum of the Punjab’s
province's Lahore High Court
told reporters.

"l am too busy with Ehtsab
(accountability) cases,” he said,
referring to a two-judge ac-
countability bench that he
heads and which Is trying
Bhutto and her hushand} on
charges of corruption relating
lo the time Bhutlo was prime
minister.

Qayyum said he was devot-
ing to the cncket inquiry what-
ever spare lime was available to
him after other court hearings
and thal he had received "con-
crete evidence” in the maitter.

Qayyum made the remarks
in response lo reporters’ ques-
tions about what one of them
calleu ihe general impression
that the inquiry report would be
available after the World Cup
tlzniginning in England on May

The judge appeared pleased
by recent performances ol the
Pakistan team, which beat In-
dia on Sunday in the [inal of a
triangular one-dayv series.

"The results of the inquiry
have staried appearing”, he said

"They [players] must be feel-
ing that somcbody is watching
them." he said.

‘[Captain) Wasim Akram
appears more committed now.”

Qayyvum was named in late
August last year lo investigate
allegations of betting and
match-lixing against members
of the national cricket team
and was initially given two
months to complete the report.

The last time the report was
put off was in December after
Australian players Mark
Waugh and Shane Warne admit-
ted taking money from an In-
dian bookmaker for providing
pitch and weather conditions
during a 1994 tournament in
Sri Lanka.

The two, who together with
fellow Australian Tim May had
accused former Pakistani cap-
tain Salim Malik of offering
them bribes to play poorly on a
1994 tour of Pakistan, were
questioned by another Pak-
istani judge sent to Australia by
Qayyum in January.

Qayyum's report, to be made
to Pakistan's President Mo-
nammad Rafiq Tarar, will in-
clude recommendations on
what action, if any, should be
taken a;ir,ainsl players suspected
of involvement in match-fix-
ing.

Qayyum's bench is hearing a
case brought by Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharil's government
against Bhutto and her jailed
husband, Senator Asif Ali
Zardari. They are accused of re-
ceiving Kickbacks from a Swiss
cargo inspection group.

Bhuttu and Zardari deny the
charge and accuse the govern-
ment of victimising them and
the judge of being biased against
them.

Heyns rates
Japan highly

HONG KONG. Apr 6: Watch
Japan that was the message
from South Africa's dou IJITE‘
Olympic breaststroke cham-
pion Penny Heyns after Ja-
panese women dominated in
the World-Short Course Cham-
pionships here, reports AFP,

Heyns, the gold medalist in
the 100m and 200m breast-
stroke in the 1996 Atlanta
Games, was forced Lo play see-
ond fiddle to rising Japanese
star Masami Tanaka in Hong
Kong. .

Tanaka powered to a clean
sweep in the breastistroke
events winning gold in the 50m,
100m and 200m, before helping
Japan’'s 4x100m medley relay
squad to gold and a new world
record on Sundayv night.

Tanaka also set a new world
best in the 200m event to add
further lustre to a glittering
championships for the
Japanese who finished second
in the medal standings with six
golds.

The medal haul came as no
surprise to Heyns.

“I've been atl meets before and
seen their coaches videotaping
other swimmers to get infor-
mation about technique and
training,” said Heyns.

‘I'm sure they've looked at
swimmers like myself and
learnt from it. You've got to give
credit to them because they've
done their homework and it has
paid oif here,” the South
_Alrican star said.

|

ST JOHN'S, An-
b ligua, Apr 6 (AP/

P): Justin Lan-
ger and Mark Wa-
ugh hit unbeaten
half centuries as
ook control of the
ourth and final cricket Test
against the West Indies on the
third daﬁ Munda{.

Left-hander Langer hit 84
and Waugh 60 as their unbro-
ken thirtz'lp partnership of 133
lifted Australia to 209 for two
by the close. Earlier, the West
Indies were bowled out for 222
after resuming on 197 for six,
conceding a first innings lead of
81. Australia made 303 in their
first innings.

The Australians must win to
level the series 2-2 and retain
the Frank Worrell Trophy they
have held since 1995.

Langer transformed his sec-
ond 50 ol the match and third
in his last four innings to his
third highest Test score. The
Western Australian batted 287
minules and faced 222. It was
his most commanding innings
of the series, counting six fours
and a huge six onto the roof of
the Richie Richardson Stand at
long on off Nehemiah Perry's
off-spin.

Waugh. too, emerged from an
uncertain start to bat with the
confidence absent during the
first three Tests. The 33-year-
old Irom New South Wales,
stroked tfive boundaries with
typically sweet timing as he
lared 118 balls during %nts three
hours at the crease. In his 90th
Test, Waugh became only the
eighth Australian to reach
6,000 Test runs when he
reached 23.

Langer and Waugh came to-
gether when opener Michael
Slater was dismissed lor 44 (o
leave Australia uncertainly
poised al 76 for two.

Slater chopped a Courtney
Walsh delivery onto his off
stumyp after batling 156 minutes
and lacing 103 balls. The New
South Welshman struck one
lour and two big sixes.

Slaters opening partner
Greg Blewett [ell early for seven,
a leg before vietim ol Curtly
Ambrose' s ofl-culler.

Ambrose took one for 46
from 17 overs and new ball
partner Walsh captured one for
4t troimn 21 overs.

During the Australian in-
nings. Jimmy Adams had to
replace wickel-keeper Ridley
Jacobs behind the stumps after
Jacobs was slruck on the face
and had his nose broken when
he missed a leg-side delivery,
ircnically bowled by Adams,
Carl Hooper completed Adams’
unlinished over as the Ja-
maican took up the gloves lor
the rest of the day.

Earlier, Australian [fast
bowler Glenn MoGrath took two
wickels and ellected a crucial
run oul as the Wesl Indies
siumped duritng the first 45
minutes of the day. MeGrath
hinished with three for 64 off

" 27.2 overs to take his series

high tally of wickets to 27.

_ The New South Welshman,
in his 49th Test, moved up to
sixth among Australian
bowlers with 229 wickets,
passing fellow pace bowler
Ray Lindwall (228 from 61
Tests).

McGrath started the slide in
the day's third over, removing
off-spinner Nehemiah Perry's
ofl-stump with an inswinger of
lullish length. Perry made just
Six.

Leg-spinner Stuart MaeGill
got into the acl nexl over, hav-
ing Curtly Ambrose caught at
deepish mid-on without scoring
by Ricky Ponting.

The dangerous Carl Hooper
stretched his overnight 40 to 47

before McGrath's fast, llat and
accurate return from fine leg
found the batsman a yard short
as he sought a second run to
keep the strike. It was the 10
time in 80 matches that
Guyanese has fallen by the run
out route.

Only former Australian
captain Allan Border, 12 times
in 1566 matches, and fellow
West Indian Garfield Sobers,

Langer, Waugh defy WI

s e

M WAUGH ... 60 n.o

10 times in 93 Tests, have
matched Hooper's count.
McGrath wrapped up the in-
nings by trapping Courtney
Walsh leg before for three.
Corey Collymore resisted

‘briefly in a forthright, unbeaten

11, his highest score in his brief
first-class career.

Colin Miller took two for 39
from 17 overs. Adam Dale cap-
tured two for 67 from 18 overs,
and MacGill grabbed two for 52
from 14 overs.

- ..

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at close of play
on third day of fourth and linal
Test between Wesl Indies and
Australia on Monday:
Mﬁg%TRg?IEA: First innin 15

au n. o., Langer 51,
Ambrose 5-94).

WEST INDIES: First in-
nings (Overnight 197-6)
Campbell c M Waugh B Miller 8

' Griffith ¢ Healy b Miller 9
Joseph Ibw b Dale 28
Lara ¢ Healy b McGrath 100
Hooper run out (McGrath) 47
Adams ¢ Healy b Dale 0
Jacobs Ibw b MacGill 4
Perry b McGrath 6
Ambrose ¢ Ponting b MacGill 0
Collymore not out 11
Walsh lbw b McGrath 3
Extras; (nb-6) 6

Total: (All out in 76.2 overs) 222
Fall of wickets: 1-19: 2-20: 3-
136; 4-176; 5-178; 6-192: 7-205; -

8-206; 9-213.
Bowler O M R W
McGrath 272 9 &4 3
Dale 18 7 6OF 2
Miller 17 5 39 2
MacGill 14 3 2 2
AUSTRALIA: Second in-
nings
Blewell lbw b Ambrose i
Slater b Walsh 44
Langer not out &4
Waugh not out 60
Extras: (b-2, w-1, nb-11), 14
Total: (For two wickets
irnn 79 overs) 209

To bat: S Waugh, R Ponling, I
Healy, A Dale, C Miller, S
MacGill, G McGrath.

Fall of wickets: 1-15; 2-76

Bowler O M R W
Ambrose 17 4 46 1
Walsh 21 5 49 1
Hooper 144 4 28 O
Adams 42 2 7 0
Collymore 15 1 49 0O
Perry 7 0 28 O

Australian batsman Justin Langer playving a lofted drive on

Monday.

—Internet photo

Afghans all pa

—J KABUL. Apr 6
[AFP/ Internet):
- Mohammad Sha-
[iqg Masood dan-
ces from his crea-
| SN | se and slams the
ball back over the head of
Jalalabad strike bowler Jalal
Hussein lor six.

Shalig, 21. who bats at
number three for Kabul, throws
his fist in the air. He says he
wants to bal like the Australian
and Pakistan greats, former
caplains Mark Taylor and Im-
ran Khan. '

In perhaps the most unlikely
of countries -- Afghanistan --
cricket is booming. Local au-
thorities say there are now
more than 150 teams, and plans
are under way to push P.I'}_{hm‘.t

cricketers into interna-
lional areni.-

Taliban Sports Minister Ab-
dul Shokour Mutmaen said the
28 provinces now under the
militia's control have initiated
a league, each fielding up to 10
leams.

There are seven in Kabul,
where an unlikely mix of Is-
lamic zeal and weekend games
played in the backyard has re-
cruited Alghan baby boomers to
the sport. |

Cricket has always been
played in Afghanistan, but re-
cenl growth was due largely Lo
the four million Afghan
reiugees who fled to neighbour-
ing Pakistan during the 1978-
89 occupation by the [ormer
Soviet Union. and the civil war
which followed,

Beyond the border posts at
the Kyber Pass it is a short ride
to Peshawar, where Taylor
elched his name in the history
books with a Test triple century
against Pakistan last year. '

They learnt the game there
as 1efugees, Many were then
repatriated and they imported
the game,” Mutmaen said.

Locals say the game's popu-
larity has also been helped by a
deliberate baby boom in the
1980s and 1990s.

_According to Nancy Dupree,
ol the Afghanistan Resource
and Information Centre, the
birth rate among Afghan
women was 9.3 children by
1978, and rose to 13.6 for each
woman in the refugee camps
over the next 20 vears.

the

'S0 many men were being
Killed in battle ... that women
wanted to have as many chil-
dren as possible, This was con-
sidered an appropriate wav for
women to contribute to the ji-
had (holy war),"” Duprec says.

The baby boom has trans-
lated into thousands of voung
cricketers, who compete with
soceer players lor space on Kab-
ul's few sports lields.

Decent bats and basic pads
are rare. and helmels are a
ridiculously expensive indul-
gence, but this does not stop
Jalalabad's Hussein from pitch-
ing a short delivery that
bounces head-high ofl’ a dry.
dirt pitch. ' )

Shaliq fends off the short
delivery before complaining
about a lack of equipment.

- We are desperate for
equipment. The right bats and
pads cost a lot of money and we
simply haven't got it." he says.

Mutmaen is plotting a strat-
egy designed to resolve such

problemms  and  incorporate
Alghan crickel with the rest of
Lhe world

The Afghanistan National

Crickel Federation has been
established. and Mutmaen says

dded up

he wants the body registered
with the Internatipnal Cricket
Council [ICC).

This would enable Algha-
nistan to play friendly inter-
nationals -- England, Pakistan
and Australia are touted as
priorities.

“We have already organised
a national squad. and we are
currently going through the se-
leetion process, and we want to
be registered with the right in-
ternalional authorities,” Mul-
maen Says.

~_The ICC have a reputation
of heavily promoting the game
in other countries and we have
approached them, but so far we
have nol heard back."

But analysts sa
the war is over, Afghan sports
otfficials will have difficulty
;_.jﬂl:lin;_._!, acceptance from the
international commuriity,

_In the meantime, Shafiq's
side is attempting to organise a
series against embassy Xls in
diplomatic circles in Islamabad
next year.

- We're looking at Pakistan,
Ausiralia, Britain, India and
the West Indies,” he said. “And |
think we will do okay."

that, until

Sport
N'castle, Spurs

share points

LONDON, Apr 6: Georgian
striker Temuri Ketsbaia
stitashed in a 25-metre goal in
the 77th minute to earn New-
castle United a 1-1 home draw
with Tottenham Hotspur in an
FA Cup semifinal warm-up on
Monday, reports Reuters.

Neither side was able to
claim much of a psychological
boost ahead of next Sunday's
semifinal between the two sides
at Old Trafford although Tot-
tenham had more of the game.

Spurs rested French mid-
fielder David Ginola and New-
castle did the same with Eng-
land captain Alan Shearer for
the Premier League game.

The Londoners were kept at
bay in the first half by three
good saves from Shay Given but
they went ahead with a 49th
minute Darren Anderton
penalty afler halftime substi-
tute Warren Barton brought
down Stephen Carr.

Newcastle rarely threatened

“until Ketsbaia's shot from out of

the blue ripped past Spurs'
keeper lan Walker,

Trouble with
telephone

LONDON. Apr 6 [Reuters/ In-
ternet): Frantic late telephone
calls to players before a match
to get a team logether is often
part of local amateur soccer but
English first division Wesl
Bromwich Albion were forced
to adopt the tactic at the week-
end.

Dutch striker Fabian DeFre-
itas missed his team's 5-1 defeat
by Crewe on Monday alternoon
because he thought the game
was an evening Kkick-oll,
British newspapers reported on
Tuesday:.

As lﬁe clock ticked down Lo
the 3pm start, officials from the
Midlands club tried to reach
DeFreitas on the telephone but
could not get through because
his girlfriend was on the line.
The player now faces a heavy
fine for the mistake.

"DeFreitas thought it was an
evening kick-off,” manager De-
nis Smith told the Birmingham
Post newspaper. “We tried to get
in touch with him but his girl-
friend was on the phone.

“We got through at 2.20 pm
but by then the team sheet was
ir.. To say I'm not very happy is
an understatement.”

Nagano residents
sue I0C

TOKYO, Apr 6: Residents of
Nagano sued the 10C and its
president Juan Antonio Sama-
ranch on Tuesday., demanding
the return of 831 million yen
16.9 million dollars) in taxpayer
money used in the bid for the
1998 Nagano Winter Games, a
court ollicial said, reports AP,

Shigeru Temidokoro, a
spokesman f[or the Tokyo Dis-
trict court. said the plaintifis
were three citizens, led by Kaoru
Iwata, a former town assem-
blyman in Nagano, 179 kilome-
tres (112 miles) northwest of
Tokvo.

[wata said the lawsuit is "the
only way to impeach the injus-
tice’ since the International
Olympic Comumittee and Sama-
ranch will not punish nine 10C
members suspected by the
Japanese Olympic Conunittee
ol violating 10C rules by receiv-
ing ‘excessive” entertainment.

In Lausanne, Switzerland,
1OC marketing director Michael
Payne said he was "slightly sur-
prised” o hear of the suit, given
the amount of financial support
that the 10C gave the organizing
committee during the Games,

Japan spent 2 billion yen
(16.7 million dollars) on its
campaign to win the right to
host the Games. Nagano state
and local governments put up
831 million yen (6.9 inillion
dollars) of thal total, while the
rest came from private or cor-
porate contributions.

The plaintills argue Lhat the
10C should not have allowed its
members to accept the allegedly
‘excessive' entertainment
knowing that it had come from
taxpavers.

The plaintiffs want the 10C
to pay back the amount laxpay-
ers contributed.

lwata's group has already
sued Nagano Prefecture Gover-
nor Goro Yoshimura, the
chairman of the Japan Olympic
Committee, Hironoshi Fu-
ruhashi, and the mayor of the
city ol Nagano, Tasuku Tsu-
kada, to lorce them to further
specily how Lhe money was
spernl.

JOC Secretary-General
Yushiro Yagi. who led an inves-
ligation inte Nagano's bid, said
on February 12 that the nine
might have broken 10C rules
while visiting Nagano during
the city's successiul bid for the
Winter Games,

Yagi relused to name the
nine or detail their conduect,
although he said at that time
that he would report it to 10C
headquarters in Switzerland.
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Scene from the English Premiership match between Newcastle United and Tottenham

Hotspur at St James' Park on April 5.

— AFP photo

—

Semifinal first leg today

> PARIS, Apr 6:

Y &4 Valery Loba-

*** nov-sky's Dy-

% 4 namo Kiev will

— look to loil the

g9 European cont-

CHAMPIONS jent's in-form

LEAGUE side Bayern Mu-
iich in

the European Cur
semilinals on Wednesday while
Manchesler United boss Alex
Ferguson knows he will never
have a better chance of reaching
the final against Juventus, re-
ports AFP.

DYNAMO KIEV-
BAYERN MUNICH

Ukraine's Dynamo Kiev
hope the scientific approach of
Lobanovsky will undo Bayern
Munich.

Lobanovsky forged his ap-
proach in the mid-70s with
friend and colleague Oleg
Bazilevich and young Bolflin
Anatoly Zelentsov, and 25
years on the trio are still
putting the Dynamo into Kiev.

The Troika devised a sysiem
using mathematical analysis to
I_er-'id{' the coach with vital in-
ormation about his players.

The 60-year-old coach has
fashioned a string of champi-
onship-winning sides stretch-
ing over Lhree decades with his
trailblazing formula.

The [lame-haired manager
also masterminded some of the
best team displays by the Soviet
Urtion, taking his players to
the European Championship
final in 1988. -

The man nicknamed "sun-
[lower” during his playing days
in the 1960s, has another psy-
chological advantage, Kiev
twice beat Bayernn Munich to
clinch the European Super Cup
in 1975 and the European Cup
quarterfinal in 1977.

So  successful has the
Lobanovsky system been that
Marcello Lippi. the new coach
ol Italian giants Inter Milan,
admils drawing on the
Ukrainian master's teachings
during his successful stint at
Juventus.,

With Andrei Shevchenko up
front Kiev will be a formidable
obstacle for Bayern, chasing a
European Cup, Bundesliga and
Germian Cup treble, with only
two deleats this seasons mak-
g them the from herses of the
continent,

Bayern

Munichh coach

Women’s WC soccer

Ticket sales
rapid

LOS ANGELES, Apr 6: More
than 300,000 tickets have been
sold for this summer's Women's
Football World Cup, tourna-
ment organisers said Monday,
reporis AP,

The figure, including 40,000
tickets for the opening double-
header at Giants Stadium in
East Rutherford, New Jersey, on
June 19, is almost triple the
1.12.000 seats sold for the last
tournament in Sweden in 1995,

Officials also said the US
team would set up training
camp at the Pingry School in
Bernards Township, New Jer-
sey, on June 12, one week before
it begins the tournament
against Denmark.

Ottmar Hitzleld knows he has a
difficull battle Lo win as his
tean left for Kiev on Monday
without stars Brazilian Gio-
vane Elber and France defender
Bixente Lizarazu out through
injury. along with Mario Basler
sidelined alter missing Lrain-
ing,

"Mario missed training so
I've decided he’ll stay in Mu-
nich.” said Hitzfeld. :

Jens Jeremies, sulffering
from a minor injury, may also
be out of Wednesday’'s match.

The Bundesliga leaders saw
an end to their winning streak
in the German League on Satur-
day when Borussia Dortmund
scored a 2-2 draw.

Regarding the Ukrainians

Hitzfeld said: "They run a lot,
they have a tight defence and
with Shevchenko and (Sergei)
Rebrov they have two players of
international level leady to
open up the defence.”

Hitzleld has said the line-up
onn Wednesday will include vet-
eran Lothar Matthaus and
Markus Babbel in defence.

MANCHESTER
UNITED-JUVENTUS

Manchester United Manager
Alex Ferguson, meanwhile,
must be starting to think this
will be his year.

"At the start of the tourna-
ment he would have shuddered
at the thought of [acing
Barcelona and Bayern Munich
in the group stage, followed by
Itallan giants Inter Milan and
Juventus in the quarter and
semifinals.

It's not often that one team
comes off best against four such
eminent names but United are
still on course for place in the
final of Europe's top club com-
petition for the first time since
1968, when they won the tro-
phy.

The Premiership leaders' 47-
goal strike force of Dwight
Yorke and Andy Cole tnnﬁ a
day off netbusting in the 1-1
draw at Wimbledon on Satur-
day. Bul David Beckham scored
and his crosses [rom the right
will be Juve's biggest concern at
Old Trafford in the first leg.

Like Inter, Juventus are wal-
lowing in a trough, seventh in
the league after a 1-0 defeat se-
rie a's bottom club Empoli on
Saturday.

And like Inter's superstar
Ronaldo, Juventus have a seri-
ous fitness doubt over their star
player French World Cup hero
Zinedine Zidane.

Ronaldo missed the first leg
of the quarterfinal against
United with a knee problem,
and Zidane also has a knee in-
jury which threatens his par-
ticipation at Old Trafford.

Ferguson, on the other hand,
hopes to have a clean bill of
health, with Dutch defender
Jaap Stam back in training af-
ter an ankle injury and both
Ryan Giggs and Jesper
Blomgvist back in action.

The Scot, who sent brother
Martin to watch Juventus' de-
feat, knows United are on the
brink of winning his "holy
grail " )

‘I don't think we're far
away."” Ferguson said though he
recognises the gap between his
side and Juve is negligible.

"It'll take some little break.

there's nothing to choose be-
tween the two sides. We'll have
to keep our nerve," he added.

History is against United, in
six appearances in the last four
of the European Cup they have
won just once.

Neither is their recent Euro-
pean Cup record against Juven-
tus much to write home about.

In 1996-97 United lost home
and away to Juve in the group
slages, though they still reached
the semi-finals, losing to
eventiual winners Borussia
Dortmund.

Last season United met the
[talians in the gmuF stages
again and fared a little better,
winning 3-2 at home before los-
ing 1-0 in Turin.

In contrast Juventus have
been there, done that, time and
tine again. Yet despite being fi-
nalists in each of the last three
years, they won only once, in
1996 against Ajax with a
penalty shootout,

Juve coach Carlo Ancelotti
will pin his hopes on striker
Filippo Inzaghi, who put one

ast great Dane and United

eeper Peter Scmeichel in the
Euro 2000 qualifier last week,
grabbing a vital away goal on
Wednesday and his workaholic
captain Antonio Conte, who
scored the decisive late goal
against Olympiakos in the last
round and also scored against
Denmark last week.

Conte, who played for ltaly
in the 1994 World Cup final de-
feat by Brazil, believes United
are a better side to that which
reached the semi-finals two
years ago, when Frenchman
Eric Cantona was their star.

'l never really thought they
performed as a team and that
was probably why we beat
them,"” said Cornte.

"Now there is a collectivity
about them. They work as a
unit. They do not look at a man
like Cantona to get them
through when things start to go
Wrong.,

"We have to come home with
something. Il we gel beaten 2-0
like Inter then it will be no
good. It will be the end finito.”

Feyenoord firmly

Oon coursc

AMSTERDAM., Apr 6:
Feyenoord stayed on course lor
their 14th Dutch league title af-
ter beating relegation-haunted
Sparta 1-0 in a Rotterdam derby
on Monday, reports Reuters.

The lacklustre match was
settled in the 15th minute when
Jon Dahl Tomasson beat the
Sparta defence to reach a Julio
Cruz pass and rounded goal-
keeper Roland .Jansen to score.

Feyenoord lead with 64
points. with eight games to go,

they are 11 poinis clear of sec-
ond-placed Vitesse Arnhem,

Sparta moved closer to their
first relegation from the top
fight. They have 18 points from
27 games and are in 16th place
in the 20-team league, just three
points clear of bottom side RKC
Waalwijk.

The bottom side is relegated
automatically and the 16th and
l7th-placed sides are involved
in a play-off series with six
Second Division teams.

ot

Frenchman Laurent Jalabert gets a congratulatory kisses from two attendants after

winning the first stage of the Basque Country cycling race at Tolosa, Spain on April 5.
: — AFP photo L
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