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Workshop on Rice-Crop Protection opens || ' E

120m tonnes of rice lost to

weeds in Asia every year
By Staff Correspondent

F

Experts at an international
workshop in Gazipur yesterday
agreed that a better crop protec-
tion mechanism could save loss
in yield that costs dearly the en-
tire South Asia, the largest con-
centration of poor farmers in
the world.

searchers sat across the table
on the first day of the three-day
"Rice Crop Protection" work-
shop at Bangladesh Rice Re-
search Institute (BRRI).

It was observed that 120m
tonnes of rice is lost each year
in Asia due to weeds alone. In-
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Nat’l Disaster
Preparedness
Day observed

National Disaster Prepared-
ness Day was observed in the
country yesterday in a befitting
manner to create public aware-
ness about natural calamity,
reports BSS.

The theme of the day's cam-
paign this year is "flood: the
main obstacle to economic
growth and development.”
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__________ Addressing as the chief guest
______________________ ~ Some 50 agronomists, scien-  sects cause 18 per cent yield loss a seminar t-'::rg mark the d% at
--------------- tists, academicians and re- in rice in Bangladesh while National Museum auditorium,
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Mansur Ahmed Chowdhury,

speaking at a press conferen
abled (NFOWD) at the Natio

Chairman of National Disabled Day Celebration Committee
ce of National Forum of Organisations working with the Dis-
nal Press Club yesterday.
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UNFPA chiefs |

call on
Hasina

The outgoing and newly ap-
pointed representatives of the
United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA} Alaih P Mouchi-
roud and Shu Yun Xu yesterday
called on Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at her Ganob-
haban residence. reports BSS,

Mouchiroud lauded
Bangladesh's achievement in
various social sectors including
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over the country

Dry weather likely

Weather is likely to remain mainly dry with

partly cloudy sky

in the next 12 hours, reports APB,

Met Office says day temperature may remain nearly unchanged
during the period across the country.

There would be little change in the subsequent two days.

Country's highest temperature yesterday was recorded at 37.3
degrees Celsius at Rajshahi and the lowest 20.8 degrees at Jessore.

The sun sets today at 6:16 pm and'rises tomorrow at 5:44 am.

Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

New body formed

weeds are another 10 per cent
loss, 13 per cent more accounted
to diseases and lastly, two to

State Minister for Disaster
Management and Relief Taluk-

dar Abdul Khaleq called for
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By Staff Correspondent

A new organisation called
Committee to Protect Journal-
ists. Bangladesh (CPJ,B) has
been formed with veteran jour-
nalist Ataus Samad as its Con-
venor, said a press release.

The CPJB in a statement
said, "Journalists are being sub-
jected to threats and harass-
ment in the society which is
characterised today by intoler-
ance."

The goal of the organisation
is to dely the anger of powerful
groups obstructing the report-
ing of fair and objective news.

A 23-member convening
committee was formed with
Shawkat Mahmud as Member-
Secretary. Other members are:
Hasan Sayeed, Syed Kamalud-
din, Saleh Chowdhury. Golam
Tahabur,

under the joint aegis of British
Department for the Interna-
tional Development (DFID),
Crop Protection Programme
(CPP], BRRI and the Interna-
tional Rice Research Institute
(IRRI).

‘If we have to take up the
challenge of food security, there
is no option left with us than to
ensure better crop protection to
save grain loss caused by pests,
weeds and other reasons,"” said
George Rothschild, Principal
Policy Advisor of the Natural
Resources Institute (NRI) of UK
who was the immediate past di-
rector general of the [RRI.

Other participants also
stressed need for building up a
more efficient linkage between
researchers and the extension
workers' so that farmers are
provided with latest technol-
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A colourful rally was brou

ght

out in the city by the

Jointly organised by the
Ministry of Disaster Manage-
ment, Disaster Management
Bureau and UNICEF, the semi-
nar was also addressed by
chairman of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Disas-
ter Management and Relief
Syed Kamal Bakht MP, Secre-
tary of Relief Ministry, Azad
Ruhul Amin and representa-
tives from UNDP and UNICEF
Director General of Disaster
Management Bureau Lt Col
(retd) Md Hares presided over
the seminar.

Earlier, a colourful rally was
brought out from the Central
Saheed Minar at 7:30 am which
ended at the National Museum,
State Minister for Disaster
Management and Relief led the
rally.
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Dhaka and added that his or-
ganisation would extend its all
oul support for implementing
various programmes in the
health and family planning
sector.

The prime minister said her

-~
il At oLl

and various other NGOs, gov-
ernment and private organisa-
tions and universities of UK,
India and Bangladesh.

Earlier, director general of
BRRI Dr Hamid Miah welcomed
all at the BRRI premises. The
participants will talk to farm-

Gender I*I::%Lmlity will be held.

Academy. Time: 10:30 am.

MEEtlI‘lg: A consultation meeting with Journalists Towards
Organisers: Policy Leadership and
Advocacy for Gender Equality (PLAGE) and Ministry of Women
and Children Affairs. Venue: Conference room, Bangladesh Shishu

Talk: A talk on "Globalisation of a South Asian Cross Cultural

By Staff Correspondent
Examinees of the Humani-
ues Group of the Higher Sec-
ondary Certificate examination
‘99 yesterday demanded
rescheduling of either the Psy-
chology or Computer Science

government is trying to reach
medicare services to the
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tives after the coming upazila ¢
elections. : :

E‘JEELHIS to be held on May 29 and
30.

Examinees from different
colleges in the city in a press
release urged the Dhaka Board
authorities to shift examina-
tions of one of the subjects be-
cause it is not possible for them
ta sit for two examinations a
day with a one-hour interval
for the two consem1tive days.

Examinati: 1s ol first papers
of Computer Science and Psy-
chology will be held on May 29
and the second papers of both

Idenlity” will be delivered. Organiser: Centre for Advanced
Research in Social Sciences, DU. Venue: Room No 401, Lecture
Theatre, DU campus. Time: 11.00 am.

Exhibition: an exhibition of paintings and photographs by
Ruhul Amin Kajol is going on. Video show of Kagol's Traific Art i3
also being screened. Venue: Goethe-Institut, Dhanmondi. Time:
3:00-8:00 pm and 4:00-6:00 pm respectively.

Discussion meetlng: A colourful procession will be
brought out followed by a discussion meeting and cultural
prograinme to mark the 1st National Disabled Day. Organisers:
Social Welfare Ministry in association with National Forum of
Organisations Working with the Disabled (NFOWD). Venue: Rally
from National Museum, discussion meeting — Shishu Academy,

ers and visit rice fields today,
the second day of the workshop.

1 killed, 30 hurt
in bus mishap
in Mymensingh

MYMENSINGH, Apr 6: A
man was Killed and 30 others
were injured when a bus
plunged into a roadside ditch at
Jalchhatra in Modhupur thana

Health Secretary MM Reza
was present during the meeting.

Hasina shocked at
death of AL leader

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday expressed her
deep shock at the death of vet-

eran Awami League leader Ba- |

diul Alam, reports UNB.

Alam, former president of
Rangamati District Awami
League and convenor of local

Bangabandhu Parishart diedsaf gk
town.,

old-age ailment in his_hill
residence 6n Monday. *

Sheikh Hasina in 3 message
said, the death of Alam is an ir-
reparable loss in the political
arena of the country.

The Prime Minister con-
veyed her deep sgmpath},r to the
members of the bereaved family
and prayed for salvation of the
departed soul.

Tk 70 lakh
Danish grant

Bangladesh will receive
Danish Kroner 1.009 million
(approximately equivalent to
Taka 70 lakh) as grant under an
agreement signed in the cit
yesterday between Bangladesh
and Denmark, reports BSS,

The grant will be utilised for
implementation of the project
entitled "support to the estab-
lishment of the Ombudsman
institution in Bangladesh" the
Ministry of Law, Justice and
FParliamentary Affairs will
implement the project.

The immediate objective of
the project is to take necessary
technical preparations for the
establishment of an Ombuds-
man institution prior to the
initiation of a long term pro-
gramme.,

Dr Mashiur Rahman, secre-
tary, economic relations divi-
sion of the Ministry of Finance
and Finn Thilsted, Charge D Af-
faires EP of the Royal Danish
Embassy signed the agreement
on behalf of their respective
government.

Architects express
solidarity with
BUET students'

movement

Bangladesh Architect Soci-
ely, an association of the pro-
fessional architects, has ex-
pressed its solidarity with the
ongoing movemnent of the stu-
dents of Architecture Depart-
ment of BUET in protest against
admission system, reports
UNB. )

Addressing a press confer-
ence yesterday, the leaders of
the society expressed concern
over the volatile situation cen-
tering admission test at the Ar-
chitecture Department of BUET.

They said the authorities are
going to hold the admission test
in the department on April 10
with the controversial admis-
sion system of last year,

The leaders also resented for
not yet forming a committee
demanded by the agitatin
teachers and not inclusion o
the departmental teachers in
the committee on transforming
the department into an institu-
tion.

The society called for hold-

inE of the admission test and
other activities as opinion
of the majority of the teachers
of the department.
' Mobassher Hossain readout
the written statement while
other members of the conven-
ing committee, architect Ehsan
Khan, SM Ismail, Iqbal Habib,
Rezaur Rahman were present at
the press conference.
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1 and Family Welfare

speaking at a press .conference -
and the government of Bangladesh
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'No alternative
to one-point

movement'
By Staff Correspondent

Council member Advocateé
Mahbubur Rahiman MP yester-
day said there is no alternative
before the opposition but to
launch a one-point movement
to dislodge the government as
the door to reach an acceptable
understanding has closed down.

‘Now there is no alternative
before BNP, Jatiya Party, Ja-
maat-e-Islami, Islamic Oikya
Jote and other opposition par-
ties but to start an effective and
linal movement for rapid
change of Jatiya Sangsad and
the government,” he said.

Advocate Mahbub said all
doors to reach a peaceful solu-
tion and improve the prevailing
situation have closed due to the
present socio-econuaiilic condi-
tion, serious deterioration of
law and order and impatient
political situation of the coun-
try.

He said the government and
opposition are now in con-
frontation with each other as
the government has totally ig-
nored the demand of the opposi-
tion parties and held the mu-
nicipal polls, the government is
now after taking preparations
to hold by elections in
Meherpur and to declare the
polls schedule of upazila and
city corporations.

The BNP leader said the
people of the country are now
eagerly awaiting with high ex-
pectations on the opposition
alliance and its future course of
action.

He stressed the need to main-
tain the unity of the opposition
and formation of an action
committee up to village level,

BNP Chairpefsnn's Advisory

DU now free

of violence,
JS told

The incidents of violence in
the Dhaka University have
come down to nil at present, the
Education Minister claimed in
Parliament yesterday, reports
UNB.

Giving a break-up of vio-
lence in the country's largest
university, ASHK Sadique said
there were 57 violent incidents,
including 27 gunfights, which
left one dead during the 1993-94
period.

In 1994-95, there were 72 vi-
olent incidents, including 32
gunfights, with four deaths in
the university.

In 1995-96, there were 50 in-
cidents of gunfight during the
BNP rule,

in 1996-97, the number of
violent incidents came down to
28, but rose again to 47, includ-
inf{ 27 gun lights, which left one
killed during the beginning ol
Awami League's rule.

Inn the first six months of
1998-89, there were 12 violent
incidents and Chhatra League
leader Partha Pratim Acharya
was killed during a clash be-
tween JCD and BCL.

AGM of Cha
Sangsad in Ctg

CHITTAGONG. Apr 6: The
38th annual general meeting
(AGM) of Chittagong Branch of
Bangladeshio Cha Sangsad'
will be held at a hotel here to-
morrow, reports BSS.

The secretary of the min-
istry of commerce is expected to
attend the AGM as the chief
guest.

AGM of BSC

today at Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Apr 6: The
annual general meeting (AGM)
of Bangladesh Shippin Corpo-
ration (BSC) will be held at BSC

Bhaban here tormorrow, reports
UNB.

Chairman of the Board of
Directors of BSC and State Min-
ister for Shipping Mofazzal
Hossain Chuwdﬁur}r Maya will
preside over the meeting.

According to an official
source, a proposal of issuing
new shares to raise BSC's au-
thorised capital to Tk 400 crore
from existing 25 crore and paid
up capital Tk 350 crore from ex-
isting Tk 20 crore will be placed
before the meeting.

To make the organisation
profitable one, a number of
measures, including
rescheduling the debt-equity ra-
tio, will be proposed at the
AGM, the source added.

Besides, proposals of ex-
panding the container service
of BSC to earn more profit and
purchase of one more tanker
vessel and four container ves-
sels to enlarge the BSC fleet
from existing 15 ships are
likely to be discussed.

BSC earned a profit Tk 3.29
crore from its container service.

The accumulated loss of BSC
decreased substantially during
the last few years. During 1997-
98 fiscal, the total loss of BSC
was Tk 9.00 crore which was Tk
25 crore on the previous year.

At president, the accumu-
lated loss of BSC stood at Tk
91.17 crore which was about Tk
250 crore before 1995,

BSC repaid bank loan of Tk
91.63 crore out of tk 154.93
crore during 1997-98 fiscal.
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the department.

Students of the Architeﬁfﬁfe
Technology (BUET) yesterday
5-point decision of the Unive

began a fast-unto-death

Department of Bangladesh University of Engineering and
ath programme yesterday to realise the
rsity Chancellor tochanges in the admission procedures of
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" dent occurre

of Tangail district on Monday,
reports UNB.

Hospital sources said the
mishap occurred while the
Mymensingh-bound bus giving
side to a motor-bike at 3 pm,

Six of the injured were
rushed to the Mymensingh

Medical College Hospital where
Zobed-Ali, 5&%@&%;
«" . Pelice seized the bus and a

case was [iled in this connec-
tion.

Ershad condoles
death of JP
leader

Jatiya Party Chairman HM
Ershad has expressed his deep
shock at the death of former MP
and president of Panchagarh
district unit of JP Abdul Qud-
dus, reports APB.

Quddus, who was elected MP
in the 1988 parliamentary elec-
tions, died of heart attack re-
cently.

Ershad prayed for salvation
of the departed soul and con-
veyed his sympathy to the be-

reaved family members ol late

Quddus.
Mymensingh train
mishap death toll

rises to 3

MYMENSINGH, Apr 6: With
the death of one more passenger
at the Mymensingh Medical
College Hospital today (Tues-
day), the Friday's train mishap
death toll rose to three, reports
UNB.

Hospital sources said Golum
Khandakar (25) died early in
the morning. Earlier, one pas-
senger died on Friday and an-
other on Sunday.

Ten more passengers are
now being treated at the MMCH
who were injured in the acci-
when six bogies of
a Chittagong-bound mail train
derailed near Schagi Rail Sta-
tion in Ishwarganj thana on
Friday.

Special envelope

released

The Postal Department yes-
terday released a five taka spe-
cial envelope commemorating
introduction of direct Dhaka-
Calcutta bus service, reports
APB.

Post, Telecommunication
and Home Minister Mohammad
Nasim released the special
envelope at a simple function
here. A special cancellor was
used,

Secretary in charge of the
Post and Telecommunication
Ministry Nazmul Ahsan Chow-
dhury and DG of Postal De-
partment Giasuddin Ahmed
were present on the occasion.

16th meet of
ICTE held

The 16th annual Interna-
tional Conference on Technol-
ogy and Education (ICTE) was
held at the University of Edin-
burgh, Scotland, recently says a
press release.

Delegates from over forty
nations attended the confer-
ence. Prof Lutfor Rahman, Pro-
Vice Chancellor of University
of Science and Technulug.
Chittagong (USTC]) attended the

'conference as a committee

member of the Advisory Board
of ICTE from Asia.

The conference is held in Eu-
rope and America in alternate
years.
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meeting of

Time: 5:30 pm.

Time: 4.30 pm and 5.30 pm respectively.

Meeting: The Club assembly meeting and regular weekly
otary Club ol Dhaka-Burigarga will be held. Venue:
Hotel Sonargaon. Time: 3.30 pm and 5.30 pm respectively.

Meeting: the weekly meeting ol Rotary Club of Dhaka North
West will be held. Venue: Dhaka Club Ltd, Time: 5.30 pm.

‘Reception: Suudents of City Law Céllege will acésid a FEEep-
tion to Barrister Shaliq Ahmed, newly elected president of
Bangladesh Supreme Court Bar Association, and Abdur Rezak
Khan, newly elected president of Dhaka Bar Association. Venue:
Begum Sulia Kamal auditorium, National Museum, Shahibagh.
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SEI‘!lil‘lEll‘: A sembnar on ‘Netfituty lor Today and Tomorrow”
will be held. Venue: Hotel Sonargaon. Time: 9.20 am-1.30 pIn.

CMP seizes

arrests 2

CHITTAGONG. Apr 6: A spe-
cial team of detectives of Chil-
tagong Metropolitan Police
[CMP) seized 99 counterieit five
hundred Taka notes and one
hundred US dollar note fro
two boarders at a residential
hotel at Shulakbahar under
Panchlaish thana here today,
reports BSS.

The CMP detectives on secret
information, raided the hotel.
and recovered the counterfeit
notes. The arrested are Moshar-
raf Hussain, 49, and Mushiak
Ahmad, 40.

Cases have been filed against
them.

In other drives Doublermoor-
ing and port police arrested
forty persons and recovered two
stolen televisions, one two-in-
one, and one kilogram of ganja
from Barisal Colony in the city.
Identified criminals. extortion-
ists and trouble makers, were
among the arrested, police said.

counterfeit notes,.

Condolence

meeting
By DU Correspondent

A meeting was held at the
Department of Mass Communi-
cation and Journalism in Dha-
ka University yesterday condo-
ling the death of the department
student Md Ali Haider Siddi-
que.

Late Ali Haider, a Masters
final year student died in a road
accident at Jessore on March 27
while he was on his way home
to celebrate the Eid-Ul-Azha. He
was a meritorious student and
got first class in honours exam-
ination.

Presided over by Dr Sitara
Parveern. chairperson of the de-
partmernt, the meeting was also
addressed by the teachers and
students.

Later, a milad mahfil was
held at the DU Central Mosque
alter Zohr prayers. Prayers
were offered for the salvation of
the departed soul.

organisation yesterday.

Students of Bulbul Academy of Fine Arts (BAFA) perform
a dance at a cultural programme at Shishu Academy to
mark the annual prize distribution ceremony of the

——
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subjects on May 30.

The examinees said that the
present examination schedule
does not provide two examina-
tions on the some day for any
other subject.

They proposed May 26 and
27 for possible holding of these
exams.

. Death anniversary

of Lalmia today

The 32nd death annivers
of former central minister Ab-
dallah Zahiruddin Lalmia will
be observed today, reports APB,

Qurankhwani, milad mahfil
and discussion will be held on
the occasion at Muslim Mission
and Maiz Manzil at Faridpur,
the home town of the late
leader.

Lalmia, who began active
politics during the British In-
dia, died this day in 1967. He
was also associated with vari-
ous cultural and sports organi-
sations including the Mo-
hammedan Sporting Club in
Calcutta.

First class first

Shahed Imam
lood first cla-
s first in the
. Master of Co-
. Inmerce exams-
. ination held in
998 in the De-

artment of
. Accounting,
University of

& Dhaka, says a
press release.

He also slood first class first
in B.Com (Hons) examination
from the same university.

He' is the youngest son of
Capt Hussain Imam and grand-
son of late Mainul Hussain of
village Bankut, PS Debidwar,
Comilla.

AGM, reunion of
Pabna Edward

College ex-students
on April 17

The Annual General Meeting
and Eid-reunion of Pabna Ed-
ward College ex-students' asso-
ciation will be held on April 17
at 3 pm at Ramna Chinese
Restaurant, reports BSS.

Prof Dr M Anwar Hossain,
President of the association,
will preside over the meetin~
According to secretary of
association Akbar Majeed, wne
function has been divided into
two parts, the first session of
annual general meeting and
Eid-reunion, the 2nd session of
a cultural programme and din-
ner.

Interested members have
been requested to contact Akbar
Majeed by April 16 on Tel No
9552515, 9551974, and Azad
Khan on Tel No 9660199,
201791,

S shops gutted
in Barisal
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Apr 6: Five shops
and a dwelling house were gut-
ted in a devastating fire at Mu-
ladi Bandar area of the district
last midnight.

Witnesses said, fire origi-
nated from a shop within a
short time engulfed the nearby
shops and the d house.

The fire incident incurred a

loss of more than twenty lakh
taka — local people said. ~



