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Baggage Problem

We are for more non-government initiatives to
promote regional cooperation as the time rolls on.
When track-II diplomacy came into play and flour-
ished in no time through the active participation
of eminent personalities in South Asia we lauded
the development as an auspicious trend. Given the
historical baggage of mistrust we have been carry-
ing bilaterally, the political leaderships in the re-

gion could not quite act beyond certain cobwebs of

prejudices in their inter-relationships. That is
where came on the role of eminent citizens groups
forming into think-tanks to try and build bridges
between peoples and governments in South Asia.
Former ministers, parliamentarians, present and
past, reputed retired bureaucrats, top media and
other experts pooled their expertise and visions in
a bid to transform the poverty scarred face of the
SAARC region. Although the immediate emphasis
has been on sub-regionalism for reasons of geo-
graphical contiguity and convenience, the mem-
ber-states of SAARC have endorsed it as being
complementary to the entire process of regional
cooperation.

Set against this backdrop, the outcome of the tri-
nation water conference that concluded in Kath-
mandu on Sunday by adopting a 5-point declara-
tion merits attention. Organised by the Bangladesh

Unnayan Parishad (BUP), Centre of Policy Re-

search (CPR), New Delhi, and Institute for Inte-
grated Development Studies ([IDS), Kathmandu,
the moot perforce could not remain focused on
'harnessing the eastern Himalayan rivers,” its
agenda on the table; for, certain cogent factors hav-
ing a bearing on the attainability of the goal had to
be taken into account to address it in a meaningful
manner. In the process some generalisations had
to be resorted to. For instance, the need was recog-
Jdsed for creating congenial climate at political
i and official levels within the South Asia region
towards harnessing the water resources of the
Ganges, Brahmaputra and Meghna. While this is
important for cooperation in the common water
resources sector, where collective political will is
absolutely crucial, we must not gloss over the fact
that unless some regional mechanism is evolved
for conflict resolution, the desired level of eco-
nomic cooperation will remain a far cry. There has
been a lot of research work on conflict resolution.
but none of it, to our knowledge, has been adopted
by SAARC in any form or shape. That is where the
unfinished agenda lies.

World HealthDay -

Today the world observes the Health Day focus-
ing on the theme: “Active ageing makes the differ-
ence.” This is indeed prudent, on part of the World
Health Organisation to have adopted this slogan;
because global life expectancy has experienced 2
sharp rise over century and the number of pcople
reaching old age has increased considerably. Five
hundred and eighty million people, both male and
female, aged 60 years or older, are a reminder of
that reality. This figure is expected to stand at
1,000 million by the year 2020, a 75 per cent in-
crease compared with 50 per cent for the popula-
tion as a whole.

The richer economies to a great extent have de-
mystified old age, proving that the elderly are not
frail and weak. Bangladesh is also a habitat for a
large, and increasing, number of people, growing
old in diverse ways depending on their socio-eco-
nomic standing. The fact remains though that
most of them are not healthy because of a life span
linked to poverty, malnutrition and horrible ef-
fects of a polluted environment. In our circum-
stances, caring for the elderly is no easy job, let
alone keeping them active. First, the socio-eco-
nomic contribution of our elderly members de-
mands recognition of their special needs. Then av-
enues have to be opened up for them to remain as
active and useful citizens; but the opportunities
created for them should not militate against those
for the younger generations. A mechanism, there-
fore, has to be formulated whereby the experience
of the old gets blended with the output of the youth
not necessarily from the same station of life. Se-
nior citizens, after retiring from their formal pro-
fessions, may be drawn into sectors like health-
care awareness, literacy programmes etc., where
comprehensive social mobilisation is necessary.

IV Bag Hazards

Absence of an effective screening system in such
a complicated medical procedure as blood transfu-
slon exposes patients in our country to, more than
anythin% else, the HIV. Blood transfusion often
takes place without even a thorough check on
transfusion accessories like bags, tubes, needles
etc. Blood-screening is still, it seems, an alien con-
cept. There have been allegations that disposable
accessories are illegally recycled, exposing pa-
tients to certain irremediable, and often fatal,
blood-borne diseases. Besides, in cases of infusion.
there is absence of proper monitoring as regards
~quality of fluids used. The Rangpur Medical College
Hospital tragedy, in which six patients died after
being injected with long-expired saline, is not an
event of too distant a past.

On top of that, the recent revelation that the
vinyl IV bags and accessory tubes contain a toxic
chemical element called phthalates, or DEHP,
which can damage heart, kidney, liver and lungs,
and cause cancer, makes the whole scenario look
far more menacing. As researchers in the United
States have found out, DEHP, used as a softening
agent in the imported plastic sheets the IV bags are
made of, can percolate the solutions and, subse-
quently, find its way into the human body. Once
ingested, it slowly damages vital organs and may
€ven cause cancer. The US Environmental Protec-
tion Agency has already labelled DEHP as a proba-
ble human carcinogen. -

At this stage, what we need is a double-screening
mechanism. Initially, it has to be ensured that the
intravenous injectables, saline or blood, are haz-
ard-free, which requires introduction of monitor-
ing cells at every medical installation. Then, to
deal with the DEHP dread, the Institute of Public
Health, which manufactures vinyl IV bags from
plastic sheets imported from the Netherlands,
must weigh up the research findings in detail and,
if needed, switch to safer containers. People who
matter should act fast because delay in this regard
|.may mean death to many.
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HE question of granting
I autonomy to the audio-vi-
sual media has been with
the nation for close to a decade.
It, however, surfaced conspicu-
ously during the heydays of the
anti-autocracy movement in
the nineties. But that again was
a defining moment in nation's
chequered career for more than
one reason. Draped with the
flag of democracy, the main-
stream political parties —
Awami League, BNP and Ja-
maat, — subsumed as the three-
aréy alliance which spear-
ﬁea ed the movement, agreed to
the aulonomy-consensus. The
leitmotif of this consensus was
to guarantee equal access to the
electronic media instead of its
exclusivity to the ruling party.
Given the legacy of mistrust and
varied perceptions on nationai
issues, especially between the
two major political parties —
Awami League and BNP — the
consensus, a rare commeodity in
our rather unquiet political ter-
rain, was quite a feat. It had vir-
tually opened up a n= perspec-
tive in our political ethos. It
was an electrifying indication
that our political parties were
capable to rise above narrow
partisan concerns, if nation's
interest so demanded. In their
new realisation. they were en-
abled to provide collective lead-
ership in dealing with any non-
trivial national issue, and en-
ergize our hidebound political
parties to undertake serious
discussions on reform and
reinvigoration.

After the ouster of the auto-
cratic regime in 1991, the na-
tion went to the polls twice and
returnned BNP and Awami
League to power in that order.
BNP, during its five-year in-
cumbency in office barely
moved the consensus issue,
took umbrage at the poor logis-
tic support and at the end of the
day failed to deliver. Awami
League, in its turn, however,
initiated some positive steps on
behalf of the much-vaunted
consensus. It setup a sixteen-
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Not Yet Across the Rubicon

Political will is vitally needed for implementing the autonomy-consensus and this is where the big

parties in their dreary sameness draw blank. Should the autonomy is kept on hold indefinitely, the
honeymooning of our people with the present bipartisan politics could well be on a test, might even

be the subtext of the coming general election due in 2001.

member commission on
September 9 in 1996. After de-
liberating for nine months
which included a trip to Eng-
land, the commission put for-
ward a ten-point recommenda-
tion to the government in July,
1997. This was again followed
by an eight-member committee
to identify the legal and techni-
cal aspects of the autonomy
agenda. Till date. the committee
is learnt to have met twice and
the national comrmission, 28
times, After all these ﬂun;y of
activities — not to speak of the
tax-payer's money spent — the
incumﬁent government did not
nudge the issue any further, and
for all practical purposes the
autonomy-consensus now re-
mains frozen.

All these years, the BTV and
Bangladesh Betar remained a
bureaucratic operation per se.
In the absence of a reliable feed-
back and policy flexibility,
their approach to news stories
remained insensitive, routine-
bound and lackadaisical — an
antithesis to the very concept of
news. For these two organisa-
tion, the world barely moves
during the gap of two news bul-
letins — one at 8pm in Bangla
and the other at 10 am in En-
glish which is usually the
translated version of the earlier
bulletin. And much of the air-
time remains under the spell of
what is known as speech jour-
nalism at the expense of news
judgment.

Fundamentals of news these
days are so universal that any
deviation form it would only
expose the media's deficiency in
determining what constitutes
news and all that defines mod-
ern-age journalism.

The bureaucratic identity of

newsmen is often an anachro-
nism and tend to betray the ra-
dio and TV officials into loos-
ing touch with the reality that
matters professionally or in-
duce them to ignore the healthy
instinets of news judgements,
The BTV officials exposed their
professional inadequacy when
they woefully failed to telecast
the news of the Biman accidents
in their earliest news bulletins
— not to speak of the news-flash
it so badly warranted. And it all
happened during the incum-
bency in office of the two con-
sensus-pledged political par-
ties. By all reckoning. those
were news stories of prime im-
portance here in Bangladesh as
elsewhere. The press lambasted
the BTV in no uncertain terms
for their debacle. Surely, the
audience were very much
within their rights to be in-
formed of the accidents on pri-
ority basis, -— not as a priviiege
graciously bestowed by the au-
thorities.

In many respects, to recall,
BNP's tenure in office proved to
be the springtime of the BTV
and the print media as a whole,
Importantly. the debut of the
CNN and BBC in BTV to relay
their news bulletins was an ex-
hilerating experience for the
tele-viewers who for long re-
mained locked in a rather insu-
lated world of information. It
unveiled a new horizon in the
information highway, graduat-
ing our viewers to attain a much
better perception of world
events. With dish antennas and
cable service proliferating
across the country, our homes,
N a manner of speaking. have
now the entire world at their
ginger tips. The ruling party,

BNP also allowed publication of

newspapers and journals liber- -

ally which far outnumbered the
total publications allowed in
the preceding decades. Public
interest in printed news and
views remained vigorous
enough to sustain a free press.
Mentionably., most of these
newspapers and magazines
were highly critical of the BNP

~ government. It is not rare that

they crossed the limits of good
journalism. But, never to miss
the point. when there is frec ex-
pression the ugliest ideas en-
rich democracy.

It is widely perceived that
with autonomy in place, the
electronic media as institutions
given to creativity, should im-
prove appreciably their ratings
across the board. This was am-
ply reflected during the days of
the apolitical caretaker gov-
erminent when BTV was on its
owrl. It suddenly sprang to life
with journalistic pluralism and
became worth watching. The
mini-screen came to grips with
the realities; it broadcast news
of all stripes holding rallies
and demonstrations. Much of
the ills of our public bodies,
particularly in the realm of
electronic media, stem either
from wrong or over-bureau-
cratic governance, If autonom
is allowed, BTV should be able
to neutralise such a regressive
situation and make it demo-
cratically effective, transparent
and vibrant with greater partic-
ipation of private citizenry at
the management level. But
since il is not an event, and es-
sentially a question of growlh
and improvement over time, we
must not be in a poverty of pa-
tience.

Of the audio-visual media,
television is the most powerful

and sensitive, especially be-
cause of its visual component.
Its impact on the substance of
politics has been at least as
great as it has been on our per-
sonal lives, The political per-
sonality who conveys his or her
party's crucial message warts
and all, it is not always that he
or she comes out unscratched. It
is true our electorates are over-

whelmingly illiterate and are .

generally unversed with the
niceties of republican gover-
nance or in the intricacies of
social dynamics, but they are
normally endowed with un-
canny intelligence to read a lot
from the visual images coming
on the tele-screen,

Although the consensus
about the electronic media was
mooted on a political theme, its
unqualified bounties touched
life across the spectrum. The
urgency for such a recourse be-
came so axiomatic that its pre-
sumed gains over the entire
range r::% television program-
ming was never gquestioned, at
least not publicly.

The present ambivalent atti-
tude of the signers to the auton-
omy-consensus virtually
amournts to reneging on their
electoral pledge and the audi-
ence are kept on a stereotyped
media fare as before. It indeed
mirrors the pathology of the po-
litical leadership that is yet to
appreciate the social benefits of
an informed polity. The inter-
face of poverty and resource
management hardly gets atten-
tion. To ponder the logic behind
this conundrum can only take
us into darkness, away from the
vision of a truly democratic so-
ciety. The world in which the
leaders - operate is long past.
They are yet to realise that the

‘electronic media is not onl

about showcasing the 'good'
work of the ruling party to off-
set the negative images, but to
allow opinions freely on any-is-
sue of social relevance. Words
alone will not bridge the chasm
between concern and credibil-
itf',lr_. It is time that meaningful
eflorts are made than mere
leaps of faith which ought to be
transparent and delivered to
earn confidence of the citize
who now feel crudely sidelined
by their own law-makers in the
most cavalier fashion.

Traditionally our people felt
a strong attachment to their so-
cio-political system. But they
always have been wary of those
whom they delegate political
power. And they are not faulted
on this count so often.

It is tragic that the demo-
cratic expectations born on the
ashes of the autocratic regime
have seemingly been receding
into the background. The Daily

Star in its leader on March 26
last writes, "Be it the commit-
ment to annul the Special Pow-
ers Act or grant autonomy to
the audio-visual media or sepa-
rate the judiciary from the ex-
ecutive, two successive elected
governments since the fall of
autocracy have failed to deliver
on any of those crucial pledges.
On the one hand, the nation has
been denied of an institutional-
ized democracy as a result of
reneging on those commit-
ments, while on the other, a
counter productive political
culture has come into play. So
this a double tragedy we face to-
day.”

Fﬂs is obvious, political will
is vitally needed for imple-
menting the autonomy-consen-
sus and this is where the big
parties in their dre same-
ness draw blank. Should the au-
tonomy is kept on hold indefi-
nitely, the honeymooning of
our people with the present bi-
partisan politics could well be
on a test. might even be the sub-
text of the coming general elec-
tion due in 2001,

A Bully's Muscle-flexing: Perils of NATO Expansion

Praful Bidwai writes from New Delhi

Most Russians feel cheated by their experience of "mafia capitalism" Their incomes have

halved in seven years and their misery has worsened (with average life expectancy falling by

seven years). They feel further embittered at NATO enlargement. This will encourage ultra-
chauvinist, atavistic forces, as happened in Germany after Versailles.

T is not a mere coincidence

that NATO (North Atlantic

Treaty Organisation) should
be preparing for unilateral
military action in Serbia over
lhe Kosovo peace agreement
just when it has expanded its
own membership to 19 by
inducting the Czech Republic.
Hungary and Poland.

Nor is it an aberration that
the bloc, set up to "keep the
Americans in, the Russians out
and the Germans down', should
seek a larger role for itselfl al-
most 10 years afier the Berlin
Wall came down and its princi-
pal adversary, the Warsaw Pact,
ceased to exist, undermining its
own rationale. The two dynam-
ics — NATO's membership ex-
pansion and enlargement of its
strategic role — are mutually re-
inforcing. This column argues
that they bode ill for global se-
curity and the prospect for
peace. NATO, especially the
US, could not have treated the
United Nations system with
Erealer conlempt that they

ave done by altogether by-
passing the Security Council on
Kosovo. At least in 1990-91,
during the Second Gulf War,
they obtained some kind of
mandate for intervention in
Iraq from the Council. This
time around, the NATO stales
did nol even bother. Clearly,
NATO sees itself as the seli-ap-
pointed policeman of the

a

world, answerable to no one. Its
plea that Serbia's right-wing
nationalists can only be disci-
plined by force, is a mere ex-

cuse. The NATO powers
watched helplessly when the
same leadership ethnically

cleansed Bosnia. Mr Slobodan
Milosevic must of course be
brought to heel, but NATO can-
not arrogate that role to itself,
It is also wrong to claimm that

it alone is militarily equipped:

to do so. _

That undermines the UN's
legitimate functions. NATO en-
largement is seen by Russia as a
threat and as having "severe
consequences” for security in
Europe. NATO enlargement
has three larger consequences.
It re-divides Europe just when
there is a historic opportunity
to heal old fissures, NATOs
enlargement lacks a clear secu-
rity rationale. Russia has re-
cently done nothing that con-
stitutes a threat to the West or
NATO. Second, any extension
of NATO's activity into the
former Yugoslavia means that
the alliance is seeking a role for
itsell way outside its tradi-

- roughly

tional zone — the North At-
lantic. NATO  policing in
Kosovo, i.e. in Russia's hinter-
land, will legitimise its "out-
of-area" commitments — with
dangerous results. Tomorrow.
NATO might seck a role, say, in
the Indian Ocean, violating its
location-specific rationale.

Third, with its three new
members, NATO will have
15 per cent more
tanks, military aircraft and
naval vessels than it is allowed
under current East-West arms
control treaties. This could im-
pel Russia to delay signing or
ratifying major agreements
like START-II (strategic arms
reduction treaty) which is
ineant to cut US and Russian
nuclear weapons by two-thirds,
That would be a setback to the
cause of nuclear disarmament.,

The US Congress's latest de-
cision to allocate $10.5 billion
lo a "National Missile De-
fence” programme further ag-
gravates matters. This retro-
grade move is bound to annoy
Russia and China, and jeopar-
dise the wvital Anti-Ballistic

Missile Treaty of 1972 which
bans "Star Wars" type missile
defences. Both Russia and
China regard ballistic missile
deferices as a means of neu-
tralising their nuclear
weapons. They cannot techno-
logically match NMD with-
out bleeding themselves eco-
nomically. Russia has reacted
wilh outrage to the US move.
Already, Russia is upgrading
some missiles and renewing
degraded and rusty nuclear
weapons. If the US goés ahead
with NMD and other aggres-
sive  programmes, '‘Moscow
would come under enormous
pressure from its own hardlin-
€rs, 1o resume an arms race,
This would be disastrous. It
will weaken the post-Cold War
momentum favouring nuclear
restraint and disarmament,
with harmiul consequences in
other continents, including
Asia, The US has little Lo gain
in the lnn%{ run by threatening
and humiliating "Russia. Most
Russians leel chicated by their
experience of "mafia capital-
ism". Their incomes have
halved in seven years and

their misery has worsened
(with average life expectancy
falling by seven years). They
feel ﬁirt%er EII]EittEI‘Ed at
NATO enlargement. This will
encourage  ultra-chauvinist,
atavistic forces, as happened in
Germany alter Versailles. Mer-
cilully, there is a glimmer of
hope. There are forces within
NATO that resisi its being re-
fashioned as an aggressive,
massive military machine, and

demand a change of strajegic .
posture. | |

Thus, Germany, Canada
and Belgium have called for a
revision in NATO nuclear doc-
trine, favouring no-first-use,
They all support de-alerting.
Even France and Britain have
lowered alert status: it will
now take days, not mmninutes to
activate their nuclear mis-
siles. They are in the process of
decommissioning their land-
based missiles. Germany's role
in this is especially important.
Its defence minister, the Green
Joschka Fischer, has not
minced words in demanding
that NATO must make a com-

mitment that it will not use
fiuclear weapons first. In
Canada, an all-party parlia-
mentary committee has pro-
duced a document calling for ex-
lensive revision of NATO doc-
trine. If opinion-makers and
shapers in these states, and in
the US and Britain {where a
clear majority favour nuclear
disarmament), assert them-
selves, and if the New Agenda
Coalition ({formed by Braazil,
Mexico, South Africa, Egypt,
Sweden, Ireland. New Zealand
and Slovenia] joins forces
with them. revision of NA-
TO's strategic doctrine could
begin.

As yel, this is only a glim-
mer of hope. But one can only
pray that it prevails ever the
EK]IiL‘iSIH ‘and realpolitik-based
thinking that | has . forced
NATO to miss opportunities to
contribute to making the world
safer and more secure. A final
word. India should have been
concerned at and criticised
NATO enlargement and de-

fended multilateralism, while
opposing bloc rivalry. But
such is New Delhi's preoccupa-
tion with befriending the US,
and so defensive is it after
Pokhran-1I, that there hasn't
even been a squeak out of South
Block. So much for the Bomb
giving us grealer independence
expanding our room for
diplomatic manoeuvre!
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Can the West Keep Its Promise to Kosovars?

by Ekram Kabir.

ILLIONS of words have

been churned out to de-

scribe the Kosovo crisis
finally terming the Balkan
flashpoint as the “worst
humanitarian catastrophe”
since the Second World War.

US President Bill Clinton
said: “The prospect of interna-
tional support for Serbia's claim
to Kosovo (will be) increasingly
jeopardised (by continued ag-

ression)”. Another US official

as reported to have said:
“There may come a point where
we don’t think the Kosovo Alba-
nians would be willing to exist,
evenl with substantial auton-
omy, within Serbia.” French
Prime Minister Lionel Jospin,
with confidence, recently said:
"Milosevic ... will be obliged to
yield, to come out of this con-
flict as the loser.”

Frubablg they mean what
they have been saying for the
last two weeks. Yet this gives a
vague idea, to the world at
large, of where the Balkans con-
flict is heading to because every
hour, every day things are
changing fast, and that for the
worse. In just over a week, the
[)Dliﬁtﬂl landscape has changed
>eyonid recognition. The origi-
nal objective to carry out air-at-
tack against Yugoslavia is
gradually taking new shape and
new realities have started to
worry western leaders who are
now planning to go ahead with

-~ For NATO, the stakes are high in the Balkans.
western leaders can triumph over the Serbian

obstinacy and th
made to the Kosovars.

The ultimate issue is whether the combined will of the
ey (western leaders) keep their promise

placing of ground troops to alle-
viate the “repression™ against
the Kosovars, a large section of
whom are seeking indepen-
dence from the Serbs.

Al this state the Contact
(sroup peace plan, developed at
the Rambouillet talks, seems to
be a dead duck. What is surfac-
ing is tougher than the West
earlier thought of. About a
quarter of Kosovo Albanian
Fupulatiun has been driven out
rom Lheir homes, some mems-
bers have been butchered in
front of their families, while
many others have simply dis-
appeared. As a result ﬂlFﬂ’lE air
strikes, the tyrant Milosevic has
become more arrogant and the
point where the Kosovo Albani-
ans were willing to accept a sta-
tus within Serbia seems
nowhere in sight.

The choices now facing world
leaders lie between accepting
Serb control of a Kosovo that is
devoid of mosl of its ethnic
people or establishing an inde-
pendent slatehood, under long-
term NATO protection. to which
the refugees can return. But
unfortunately, both these op-
tions suffer from complexities:

either
viclory or driving the Yugoslav
lorces out of Kosove. which the
NATO is planoning on the
ground.

The reality that is surfacin
now is whether the tired an
starved refugees from Kosovo
seeking shelter in the neigh-
bouring states of Macedonia,
Albania and Montenegro will be
able to return to their respective
homes.

Western leaders seem to be
deceived by the Bosnian case.
NATO points to the “success” of
air stiils=% in finishing the
Bosnian war, apparently for-
getting that Croat forces [and to
a lesser extent the Muslims)
had turned the tide on the
Frnund. The Serbs, staring de-
eat in the face, needed an es-
cape clause and the political
initiative that accompanied the
air strikes provided it.

The Serbs seem to believe
that because ethnic cleansing
worked in large areas of Bosnia
and the survivors have never
been able to go home, the same
results can be achieved in
Kosovo. To a great extent, the
Serb hierarchy has calculated it

accepting a Milosevic

right, but, again, circumstances
are different. In Bosnia, the
movement of refugees did not
threaten the stability of neigh-
bouring states; the human tide
flowing out of Kosovo can —
and will — cause chronic in-
stability unless the flow is re-
versed. The ethnic balance in
both Montenegro and Macedo-
nia could be permanently dis-
turbed by the sheer number of
refugees, adding to existing
problems and ' creating poten-
tial new “Bosnias”, Albania,
which is trying to rebuild after
its feeble economy was de-
stroyed by fraudulent invest-
menl schemes, is in no condi-
tion to cope with teeming penni-
less refugees flooding its north-
east. Again, Macedonia has de-
clined Lo entertain any more
I‘-Efl;lﬁEES from Kosovo.
though British Prime Min-

ister in a televised speech has
promised the Kosovars their
safe return to Kosovo, yet there
is no sign so far that NATO has
managed to curb the attempt of
purging Kosovo of most of its
Eec}plﬁ. The Serbs are still

erding thousands ol people on
to trains and sending them

south to Macedonia. The west-
ern alliance sayvs it may need

. weeks to force the Yugoslayv

strength to a standstill — but if
they continue to drive people
out at the current rate, the
clearance could be complete in
little less than a month from
now. And Lhis is where the next
sel of problems unfolds. ;

What would the West do if
Belgrade then agrees to with-
draw its forces and allow
peacekeepers to keep whatever
peace was left subject, of
course, 1o its borders remaining
closed to any would-be re-
turnees? British Defence Secre-
tary George Robertson has
however declared that
“Milosevic will not be allowed to
profit from a fait accompli — the
Kosovars must be allowed to
return and their homes must be
rebuilt.”

But questions loom: “Can
NATO justify its activities
against an army that may not
be doing anything? How long
could it keep up the pressure, i
Belgrade refused to budge? Is it
at all possible to re-open a bor-
der with missiles, or even
ground troops? Can NATO per-

suade the same people who
were driven out from their
country at gunpoint that it is
safe to return home?" -

These may seem as some
fleeting questions, but bear
long-term implications. A
mechanism has to be devised
now to guarantee that refugees
can return under a credible
NATO protection ceiling. At this
Luncture, Belgrade has to agree

oth to the presence of a large
NATO force and to a wholesale
return of the displaced or, as a
last resort, NATO must be
ready to get more involved de-
spite Serbian objection. The
long-term stability of southern
Europe demands that the Koso-
vars are able to live in Kosovo
and the refugee burden is re-
moved from Macedonia, Mon-
tenegro and Albania. At the
same time, NATO must act as
an etfective fort against oppres-
sion.

For NATO, the stakes are
high in the Balkans.The ulti-
mate issue is whether the
combined will of the western
leaders can triumph over the
Serbian obstinacy and they
(western leaders) keep their
promise made to the Kasovars.
If the West stumbles in courage
to dischargc the responsibility it
has taken on. the ellects may
reverberate well into the next
century which the West itself
can ill afford to carry on with.

D-8 summit

Sir, The second D-8 summit
was held in Dhaka since its in-
ception in 1997 in Istanbul. The
gmgurt of D-8 is 'Developin

ight Countries' of the worl
which involves Iran, Turkey,
Nigeria, Egypt, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Malaysia and In-
donesia. These countries have
some common ground such as —
all countries” are predomi-
nantly Muslim, all are OIC
members, aside few most are

LDCs, all have common field of

trade and business, mostly
agro-based economy, huge nat-

~ural resources, vast manpower

ete

These common identified
Sectors can be cooperated
through mutual understanding.

The new bloc can start joint

commercial estab-

venture,
lishments and abolish tariff
barriers to ensure maximum

mercantile relations. The
member-countries through
multilateral and bilateral talks
can introduce visa-free access
of their nationals to develop
tourism, help in educational
sector, exchange cultural her-
itage etc.
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Help us

Sir, Everybody's main con-
cern is his own beloved country
and countrymen. The ambas-
sador of USA is no exception. In
fact his concern for his coun-
trymen is praiseworthy. See

how he points it out that we
must sell gas to earn money.

Money that, will go to his own

cour en too. He is doing the
right thing for his countrymen;

it is his dug{ to see their inter-
est, first and foremost. But isn't
it the duty of our leaders too to
see that our country is benefited
first before anyone else? Isn't it
for them to see that this huge
Jas reserve that we gol as a %ft
rom God Almighty, should be
used first to alleviate the suffer-
ing of the poor people of this
poor country first? How the
people are suffering day in and
day out for lack of power sup-
ply, not to mention the mills
and factories coming to a stand
still and production getting
hampered, even the day to day
lives of these millions have be-

- excruciating sumimer

come miserable because of con-
tinuous country wide load
shedding. They get roasted in
heat
without fans, the food in fridges

" get spoilt, students can't study

at night, crimes during these
absolute hours of darkness
have increased, people are
spending fortunes on IPS and
UPS because of erratic power
supply, patient care in hospi-
tals and clinics is being ham-
pered, the farmers are unable to
irrigate their crops timely and
p:;Fer]y for electric pumps are
useless with dut power.

These and many, many such
problems the ordinary people of
this country have to bear end-
lessly without any hope what so
ever. Can anybody from the

. -western world imagine even one

hour of their lives spend in this
misery? The US ambassador
and other donors can think
more generously of other's well-
being. rather than of the very
rich drilling cnmﬁpmies of their
own countries. They can do a
great humanitarian service, as
they are doing worldwide, by
setting up few power plants as
aid or at low cost as a gift to this
poor land and its people. So
that the gas produced is utilised
fully to the benefit of these un-
lucky electric power starved
people to give them that in
cities and villages everywhere,
as the donors too have in their
OWT1 countries.

Ours is not a mineral rich
country, for unluckily we have
no other natural resource like
gold, diamonds, iron and other

ores etc. All we have is this gas.
Therefore don't take it away
and sell it to others. As selling
it to others for earning cash is
like throwing it away, for we
are not good at using cash to our
maximum benefit. We waste it
and spend it only on luxuries
added to our well-known sys-
tem loss,

Cash is no good for us, for we
don't understand our priorities
still. Therefore help us use this
only wealth of ours by lending
us your skill and technology.
Your companies will also get
their money once the gas is
fully utilised for electricity gen-
eration and development.
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