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Disabled Day
April 7

The first National disabled
Day will be observed in the
country on April 7, reports
APB.

The Ministry of Social Wel-
fare and National Forum of Or-
ganisation Working with the
Disabled ([NFOW] have jointly
taken up elaborate programmes
to observe the day.’

The three-day programmes

include a colourful rally from
National Museum to Shishu
Academy on 4.30 am on

Wednesday, inaugural function
at the Academy auditorium at 5
pm, discussion, exchange of
opinion and cultural function.

State Minister for Social
welfare Dr Mozammel Hossain
will address as the chief guest at
the two functions.

Factory owner
stabbed

A plastic factory owner was
seriously injured in stabbing
and his industry looted h]ﬁ ex-
tortionists in the city's Lalbagh
thana today, reports UNB.

Hospital sources said Mo-
hammad Kazi Billah Hossain,
48, of Shahidnagar in the thana
was attacked by a band of five
blackmailers at his factory in
the same area as he refused to
pay them Tk 50,000 in the
morning,

The thugs stabbed him in the
chest and looted the factory be-
fore decamping safely.

Billah was rushed to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital from
where shifted to Chest Diseases
Hospital in eritical condition.

A case was filed with Lal-
bagh police. :

RMCH
No operation theatre
_at neuro-surgery

ward after 8 years

RAJSHAHI, Apr 5: Though
the neuro-surgery ward at Ra-
jshahi Medical College Hospital
was inaugurated eight years
ago, it has no operation theatre
and surgical equipment, reports
APB,

Neuro-surgery operations
are done at the orthopaedic de-
partment with old and outdated
surgical equipment, sources at
the hospital said.

The hospital authorities
have repeatedly requested the |
authorities concerned to supply
necessary equipment but there
has been no positive response
yet because of alleged bureau-
cratic tangle, they said.

Tenders for purchase of
equipment were floated in 1992,
but no purchase was made as
suppliers demanded higher

rices. No more "tenders were }
cated.

Whenever an emergency op-
eration has to be performed,
work at ilhe orthopaedic ddf:—
pariment has to be suspended,
and whenever the DTZ,GE.Itnhat cle-.
partment is being used for
emergency orthopaedic opera-
tions, the neuro-surgery opera-
tion has to be delayed, no mat-
ter how serious the patients'
condition is.

Neuro-surgery operations
are done once a week as per
prior arrangement. So if a dy-
ing patient arrives on any other
day, doctors can do nothing.

Bodies formed
to observe
golden jubilee
of AL

In observance of the golden
{lébilﬂﬂ of Bangladesh Awami

ague, different sub-commit-
tees have been formed, reports
UNB.

The sub-committees were
formed at a meeting of the
Golden Jubilee Observance
Council at Awami Foundation
office at Dhanmondi Monday
afternoon.

Awami League presidium
member and the council con-
venor Amir Hossain Amu
chaired the meeting.

The meeting decided to focus
the history of struggle and tra-
dition of the party during the
last 50 years, including pub-
lishing a book, said a press re-
lease.

It also primarily decided to
hold rallies at five divisional
headquarters, other than
Dhaka, where Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina will be the chief
guest, publish souvenirs and
posters, award Bangabandhu
medals to the devoted leaders of
the party and invite foreign
guests at the main programme
in the capital.

Awami League leaders
Sayeda Johara Tajuddin,
Shamsur Rahman ~ Khan,

Mozaffar Hossain Paltu. Abdul
Mannan, K M Jahangir, Advo-
cate Abdul Mannan Khan, Ad-
vocate Shahara Khatun and

Mukul Bosh were, among oth-
ers, addressed at the meeting. |

escapes attempted
rape at JU

By JU Correspondent

A 12-year-old girl escaped an
attempted rape on her by a se-
curity guard of Social Science
Faculty of Jahangirnagar Uni-
versity (JU) on Thursd?.

The securit uard Abdul
Mannan Hawlader (40) was sus-

nded after he confessed that

e had lured the girl to the sec-
ond floor of the Social Science
Building at around 12 noon on
Thursday when the university
classes were closed.

Bakul. who is a student of
class seven at Gokulnagar High
School under Savar thana told
JU teachers, who later interro-
gated her, that the security
guard had proposed to pay her
money when she refused his
pro
to lorce her she somehow man-
aged to flee and took refuge to a
teacher's room on the ground
floor. Her clothes were all Lorn.

The teacher Prof Mojibar
Rahman took statements from
both the victim and the security
guard. He later send a report to
the university Registrar Mo-
hammad Ali after the offender
admitted that he had attempted
to rape the girl.

JU authorities formed a
three-member probe body with
Prof Kazi Abdus Samad of
Statistics Department as its
chief to investigate the matter
yesterday.

No case was lodged with the
thana till writing of this report.

‘Jhum cultivation
in hills no longer
sustainable’

RANGAMATI, Apr 5: Chair-
man of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts Development Board
(CHT-DB) Bir Bahadur, MP. to-
day said. "Jhum cultivation” in
the hills is no longer sustain-
able as it depletes the top soil
and gradually diminishes fer-
tility of lands, reports BSS.

‘Upland farming system in
the hills need renovation and
contour hedgerow barrier-sys-
tem, commonly known as slufr
ing Agricultural Land Technol-
ogy (SALT) has already emerged
as simple, cost effective and

replicable farming method,” the

CHT-DB chairman said.

Bir Bahadur was addressing
the inaugural session of the
three-day annual review and
planning meeting of the re-
glonal coordinators of the ap-
propriate technologies for soil
conserving farming systems
held In the conference hall of
CHT-DB here this morning.

International Centre for In-
tegrated Mountain Develop-.
ment (ICIMOD), Kathmandu,
Nepal and CHT-DB jointly
hosted the conference.

Head of mountain farming
systems division of ICIMOD, Dr
T#li +ALiap chaired the jnaugu-
ral session., Twenty represenia-
tives from China, India, Pak-
istan. Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar
and Bangladesh took part in the
deliberations.

The chairman of CHTDB
said traditional jhum farming
or shifting cultivation method
with a rotation cycle of 10 to 20
years was the prime mode of
cultivation of the hilly people.

He said the ethnic communi-
ties earned their sustenance
and used to enjoy the special
agricultural method. But with
construction of Kaptai-Hydro-
Electric Dam in the 60s, 40 per
cent of the best cultivable land
submerged and 100,000 people
were displaced.

Bir Bahadur said about
100,000 people mostly depended
on the fhum cultivation were
aftected following the construc-
tion of the Hydro-Electric Dam
at Kaptai and the total area of
arable land became smaller in
size. With population boom and
scarcity of arable fertile land in
the hills, the jhum cycle was re-
duced to 2 to 3 years.

The ICIMOD representatives
said the organisation is deter-
mined to protect ecological bal-
ance in the Hindukush-Hi-
malayan mountain range,
which is under heavy strain
stemmming from population
boom in the hills, abject
poverty and huge environmen-
tal degradation.

BPC condemns
NATO strikes
on Kosovo

Bangladesh Peace Council
(BPC) yesterday condemned the
"barbaric” air strikes of NATO
on Yugoslavia and demanded
immediate cessation of all mil-
itary actions aimed at a negoti-
ated settlement of the Kosovo
problem, reports BSS.

BPC General Secretary Ali
Aksad, in a statement, yester-
day said by its act of armed in-
tervention NATO has trampled
upon the independence,
sovereignty and right of self-de-
termination of the Yugoslav

people.
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BSC AGMs
on Apr 7

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Apr 5: The
20th and 21st annual general
meetings of 1996-97 and 1997-
28 fiscals of Bangladesh Ship-
Eing Corporation (BSC) will be

eld at its head office here at 2-
30 pm and 3-30 pm on April 7.

Official sources said the
meetings will be attended by
State Minister for Shipping and
Chairman of BSC Board of Di-
recltors Mofazzal Hossain Maya
and secretary of the same M
Saiful Islam.

Most of the shareholders,
out of total 1543, are expected to
be present in both the meeting,
sources added,

Both the meetings had been
scheduled to be held on January
28 this year. But it was post-
poned due to unavoidable cir-
cumslances, BSC sources said.

BSC has taken all prepara-
tions to hold both the general
meetings, they added.

‘WEP officials from
Bangladesh to help

refugees in Kosovo
By Staff Correspondent

Three World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP) officials from
Bangladesh will join the opera-
tion of feeding thousand of
Kosovo refugees streaming into
Albania and Macedonia,

The officials left Dhaka
Sunday night for Rome, said a
press release of the WEP,

The WFP has alread
despatched 9.6 tons of hi
protein biscuits to the northern
Albanian town of Kukes, where
70,000 refugees have gathered.

The Bangladeshi staff are to
be transported to Albania and
Macedonia by special WFP
chartered plane from Rome for
the emergency assignment.
They will join the WFP offices
in Tirana and Macedonia to
prepare the logistics for the op-
eration.

Easter festival
observed

The Christian Life Bangla-
desh, an organisation dedicated
to the cause of world peace
arranged an allied Easter
Festival to commemorate the
death, burial and resurrection
of Jesus Christ at a local hotel

on Saturday evening, reports
BSS.

Justice KM Sobhan was the
chiefl guest while Daniel Bender
of the USA was the special

guest.

A documentary on the life of

Jesus Christ was shown with a

< Tunning commentary in the

Chittagonean dialect composed
by Amal Kanti Nath of Chit-
lagong Khelaghar. Asa Michael
Kairn of the Assemblies of God
Bangladesh explained the sig-
nificance of Easter festivities to
the guests.

The [unction was rounded
off with a prayer for peace on
earth and prosperity of
Bangladesh,
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Fires gut -property
worth Tk 11 lakh in
Barisal, Iswardi

A devastating fire in
Babuganj thana in Barisal gut-
ted seven dwellings and valu-
ables worth about Tk 10 lakh
on Saturday, report agencies.

According to-witnesses, the
fire originating from a kitchen
at Kedarpur w’]]a%e at noon en-
guifed the nearby houses.

The fire fighters extin-
guished the blaze with the help
of the local people.

In another incident some ten
shops were gutted in a fire in
Ambagan ol Iswardi in the
early hours yesterday.

Goods worth about Tk 1 lakh
were gulted in the fire, suspected
to have originated from a burn-
ing cigarette, Fire Brigade
sources said.

Nat'l seminar
on poverty
monitoring today

A mnational seminar on
‘Poverty Monitoring’ will be
held at CIRDAFP headquarters
in the city today, reports UNB.

Slate Minister for Planning
Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir
will inaugurate the seminar at 9
ATl

CIRDAF and Bangladesh Bu-
reau of Statistics (BBS) has
jointly organised the seminar
to discuss the summery results
of the rural and urban poverty
surveys conducted in April
1998.

Policy

makers., academi-

cians, researchers, senior gov- .

ernment officials and represen-
lative of the donor community,
international organisations
and NGOs will attend.

Policeman
succumbs to
Injuries

KISHOREGANJ, Apr 5: A po-

lice constable who was stabbed
by dacoits at Nickly road in the
town on March 26 succumbed to
his injuries Sunday at the local
Zahirul Islam Medical College
Hospital. reports UNB.

The deceased identified as
Abdul Majid (32) of Chandpasa
village in Shibpur thana of
Narsingdi district was working
at Sadar thana here,

Police said Majid came un-
der the attack ol the dacoits
when he along with two on-duty
police challenged them at
Baraitala, known as crime
point of the town.

Police arrested one alleged
dacoit in this connection.

St e R B

present on the occasion.

Water Resources Minister Abdur Razzak
on 'Water Sector Improvement Project
Shamsul Huda and Chairman Water Developmen

speaking as chief guest at the national workshop
on Sunday. Water Resources Secretary Dr ATM
t Board AKM Shamsul Haq were also

~ BNP MPs
protest

Some 106 BNP MPs have
protested what they said the at-
tempt of putting the blame on
BNP leaders and workers, in-
cluding Alamgir Kabir MP, for
the March 30 killing of two
Awami League leaders of Atraij
in Naogaon district, reports
UNB.

In a statement yesterday, the
BNP lawmakers termed the
death of the two AL leaders as
unfortunate and demanded
punishment to the real culprits.

They also demanded judi-
ciary inquiry into the incident
protesting the filing of false
cases against their leaders and
workers,

The signatories to the state-
ment are: Deputy Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament Prof
AQM Badruddozza Chowdhury,
M Saifur Rahman, Oli Ahmad,
Khandaker Delwar Hossain, Dr
Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain,
Sheikh Razzak Ali, Akbar Hos-
sain, Barrister Nazmul Huda, M
Shamsul Islam, Chowdhury
Kamal Ibne Yusuf, MK Anwar,

AXN signs deal
with local

cable distributor

AXN Action TV has made a
deal with Bangladesh's largest
cable television distributor, Na-
tionwide Communications, for
long-term distribution of Asia's
only all action and adventure
channel, says a press release.

James Buklarewicz, AXN
Chief Executive Officer, said the
deal, effective immediately,
would boost AXN's rapidly
growing subscriber base by
100.000.

AXN's programme ,line_-ug
includes top programmes suc
as the US's number one new TV
series, VIP, starring Pamela
Anderson Lee, Profiler, Aca-
pulco HEAT and Air America
other action programmes in-
clude best international
movies, top quality action an-
imation from Japan and sports
programmes from around the
worid,

" AXN is a SONY Pictures En-
tertainment Company.

be

Youngman
electrocuted
in Pabna

PABNA, Apr 5: A youth was
electrocuted at Purba Tengri
village in Iswardi thana this
morning, reports UNB.

Family sources said the in-
cident occurred when Akter
Hossain, 22, son of Hasmat Ali,
was trying to repair a faulty
line in his own house early in
the morning.

An unnatural death case was
filed with Iswardi police.

Special cover to
be 1ssued today

Bangladesh Post Office will

‘issue a special cover valued at

Tk five today to mark inaugura-

tion of Dhaka-Calcutta Bus

Service, reports UNB.

The special cover will be sold
from Dhaka, Chittagong,
Khulna and Rajshahi GPOs.

A special cancellor will also

concludes campaign
against social
crimes today

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Nari Progati
Sangha (BNPS) yesterday held
some seven street rallies in dif-
ferent parts of the city to create
awareness among the people on
repression on women, terror-
ism, murder. bomb explosion

and tyranny of the fundamen-
talist forces.

The BNPS which launched a
three-day massive campaign in
the capital city on Sunday with
the slogan "We want an atmo-
sphere conducive to live.” On
the first day, the organisation
held four rallies at Mirpur and
Bashantek areas.

On the second day yesterday,
the BNPS held seven rallies, at
different places including at
Malibagh crossing, Khilgaon,
Gulistan, Motijheel and Shapla
Chattar. Besides speeches. the
activists of BNPS cultural team
performed at the street corners.

Speakers called upon all to
build social resistance against
the eve teasers, do recipi-
ents, rapists, terrorists, bomb
attackers and muggers. They
also urged the people to form
repression and terrorism resis-
lance comrnittees at every ward.

The speakers also advised
people notl to scatter garbage
and demanded elimination of
black smoke from bus and tem-
pos.

The BNPS will hold similar
awareness rallies at Maradia,
Shamoly, Farmgate, New Mar-
ket and Azimpur areas today.

Workshop on
Internet begins

A four day long workshop ti-
tled "Internet: South Asian Re-
alities and Opportunities" began
the LGED Bhaban today, says a
press release.

The workshop has been or-
ganised by LGED in collabora-
tion with the International
Centre for Integrated Mountain
Development (ICIMOD) in
Kathmandu.

The inaugural session of the
workshop was chaired by pro-
fessor Jamilur Reza Chowd-
hury, former adviser of the
caretaker government of Bang-
ladesh. In his address of wel-
corne Quamrul Islam Siddique,
Chief Engineer LGED said that
the importance of Information
Technology (IT) and the role it
could play in the socio-
economic development has
been well conceived by the gov-
ernment.

The Director General of the
International Centre for Inte-
ﬁrated Mountain Development

CIMOD) Kathmandu, Egbert

Pelinck, in his address said
that in political terms, Internet
provides opportunities for the
democratisation of access to
and dissemination of informa-
tion by individuals and loeal
organisations. He said that the
capacity of people to organise,
advocate and lobby beyond
physical and administrative
boundaries was greatly en-
hanced by the use of internet:
and human organisation is
moving away from rigid hierar-
chies in nations or institutions
towards more horizontal, after
more informal networks.

The session was also ad-
dressed by the Secretary, Min-
istry of Chittagong Hill Tracts
Affairs, Shakwat Hossain.
About twenty experis from In-
dia, Nepal. Pakistan and
Bangladesh are taking part in
the workshop.

Nationwide survey
on child edn
April 26-28

A countrywide child educa-
tion and literacy survey will be

conducted from April 26 to 28
an official announcement said

‘yeslerday, reports UNB.

The government will con-
duct the survey every two-year
to take stock of the progress of
implementation of the law on
compulsory primary education
and identily the areas of stress
in future activities.

The data collectors, mainl
primary school teachers, wi]{
collect the information about
the related groups from the
head of the family by visiting
every home/family.

All have been requested to
cooperate with the data collec-
lors to make the survey a suc-

IS body on
telecommunications

ministry holds meet

The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Post and
Telecommunications Ministry
yesterday discussed different
aspects of agreements signed
with various private telephone
companies and the progress of
services rendered by them, re-
ports UUNB,

The meeting, held at the
Sangsad Bhaban with its presi-
dent Kamal Ahmed Majumder
in the chair. stressed on en-
cnura%ng the entrepreneurs so
that the subscribers can get
modern telephone facilities
through the introduction of new
technology invented in
telecommunications field.

Terming the T&T Board as a
profit earning commercial in-
stitution, the meeting put for-
ward several recommendations
in order to bring more dy-
namism in the activities of the
Board.

The supply of cellular tele-
phones through T&T Board and
the installation of digital tele-
phones in 80 thanas also came
up for discussion in the meet-
ing.

g{:nmmittee members — Post
and Telecommunications, and
Home Minister Muhammad
Nasim, Whip Mizanur Rahman
Manu, Muhammad Shahabud-
din, Begum Shagufta Yasmin,
Lutfar Rahman Khan (Azad)
and Barkat Ullah Bhulu at-
tended the meeting,

Senior officials of the Min-
Istry and T&T Board were pre-
sent on the occasion.

protests Khaleda's

observe

statement

State Minister for Informa-
tion Prof Abu Sayeed yesterday
denounced and protested Sun-
day's statement of Leader of the
ngusitiun in Jatiya Sangsad
and BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia terming it false
and conspiratorial and said it
was a ploy to mislead the peo-
ple, reports BSS,

In a statement, Prof Sayeed
said through her statement Be-

um Zia has exposed her

einous political design and re-
vived the horrible memory of
the rule of military dictator Zia
who had usurped power through
killings, coups and conspira-
cies. By such statement, Begum
Zia has surpassed the last limit
of falsehood, forgetting the
anti-people and corrupt activi-
ties and favouritism of the min-
isters, MPs, leaders and work-
ers of her party during her rule
and that of her husgand. he
said.

The state minister for in-
formation said it does not
belove Begum Zia to speak of
rule of law, human rié)ats and
democracy because of her anti-
people activities. He recalled
that during her rule Begum Zia
had boasted that she did not
understand the concept of care-
taker government and that she
would not concede it saying
‘none excepting mad and child
are neutral "

Referring to Begum Zia's de-
mand to hold local bodies elec-
tions under a caretaker gov-
ernment, Prof Sayeed said this
creates doubts about her knowl-
edge of the concept of caretaker
government. In this connec-
tion, he pointed out that Article
28 B and clause two of 58 B of
the constitution clearly men-
tion that the caretaker govern-
ment is an interim and neutral
government which will exte. d
all possible help and coopera-
tion to the Election Commis-
sion for holding general elec-
tion peacefully, smoothly and
impartially,

Under the circumstances.
how she could ask for the viola-
tion of the constitution? Does
not Begum Zia know union
parishad elections, municipal
elections and upazila elections
are held at different times of the
year? Does not it mean that Be-
gum Zia does not want elected
government under the caretaker

government to run the affairs of

the state? he said.

Prof Abu Sayeed said Begum
Zia remains so such occupied
with the politics of killing, coup
and conspiracy that it is natu-
ral on her part to create imped-
iments in the way of giving in-
stitutional shape to democracy.
Even people of the country are
not surprised over such activi-
ties.

Body of teenage

girl recovered
in Patuakhali

From Our Correspondent

PATUAKHALI, Apr 5:
of a teenage girl was recovered
from a brickfield at Joinkhati
under Kotwali thana this after-
noon.

Police were yet to reveal the
identity of the 15-year-old vic-
timm till filing of this report at
9:30 pmi today.

Police quoting the inquest
report of the body said the girl
was raped before killing. There
were also some injury marks on
different parts of her body.

None, however, was arrested
in this connection. The body
was sent to Sadar Hospital
morgue for autopsy.

An unnatural death case was
lodged with police regarding the
incident,

Obituary

Mohammad Abul Kasem.
Administrative Officer of the
Jute Ministry, died of cardiac
arrest at Suhrawardy Hospital
yesterday. He was 50, reports
LUNB.

State Minister for Jute A K
Faezul Haq expressed his deep
shock at the sudden death of
Abul Kasem.

In a messaﬁe of condolence,
he conveyed his sympathy to
the members of the bereaved
family and prayed for salvation
of the departed soul.

* ok ok ok ok ok

RANGAMATI, Apr 5: Presi-
dent of Rangamati unit of
Bangabandhu Parishad and
former president of Rangamati
unit of Awami League, Badiul
Alam died this morning at
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital. He was suffering from
lung cancer. He was 60, reports
BSS.

Badiul was survived by his
wite, five daughters and a host
of relatives and admirers to
mourn his death.

In a press staternent, chair-
man of Rangamati Hill District
Council, Ching Kew Roaza ex-
pressed his profound shock and
condolence on the demise of
Badul Alam, a senior politi-
cian, :

ody

demonstration
day Thursday

BNP yesterday urged the
party activists as well people to
observe countrywide "Demon-
stration Day" on Thursday to
intensify the current anti-goy-
ernment movement, reports
UNB.

The call came from a joint
meeting of party's joint secre-
tary generals, presidents and
general secretaries of the front
organisations and city's con-
venors and joint-convenors.

Chaired by BNP Secretary
General Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan, the meeting reiterated
its demand of immediate step
down of the government for
holding general elections under
a4 non-party caretaker adminis-
tration.

As part of the central pro-
gramme on Thursday, city BNP
will hold a rally at Paltan
Maidan at 4 pm to be followed
by a procession.

The BNP-led four party
would observe the demonstra-
tion day in protest against dete-
rioration of law and order,
power-waler-gas crises and
price hike of essentials. :

Among others, Abdullah Al
Noman, Prof MA Mannan. Se-
lima Rahman, Mirza Abbas.
Haris Chowdhury, Nazrul Islam
Khan, Gayeshwar Chandra Roy,

Sirajul Islam Selim and Red-
wan Ahmed were present at the
meeting.

Cuban envoy
meets FM

Cuban Ambassador to
Bangladesh Resident in New
Delhi Olga Chamero Trias
called on Foreign Minister Ab-
dus Samad Azad at his office
yesterday, reports UNB,

During the meeting, they
discus matters of mutual in-
terest.

Sharjil Hassan, Director

General of the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, was present on the
occasion. .

Politician begins
Satyagraha Andolon
in Ctg today

From Our Correspondent
CTG, Apr 5: Renowned local
Eniitician Kalam Chowdhury
egins his 7 riaFr long ‘Satya-
araha Ando' rYm 10 am 'a-

i

The said agitation pro-
gramme is being observed at
Andorkilla crossing to be con-
tinued till April 12 demanding
31-points relating to the devel-
opment and keeping up of the

-tradition of the port city of

Chittagong, During the pro-
gramme Kalam Chowdhury will
intake anything except water.

Many people extended their
support to the initiative taken
by Kalam.

Zillur refutes
Khaleda's
statement

Awami League general secre-
tary Zillur Rahman yesterday
refuted the statement of opposi-
tion leader Begum Khaleda Zia
and made counter accusation of
pelluting the atmosphere
through political bluster, re-
ports UNB.

He said Begum Zia did not
believe in parliamentary
democracy that is reflected
from her continued absence
from Parliament, She was pre-
sent in the House only 24 cﬁa s
of the present Parliament, "She
fears the parliamentary debate
and discussion," he said

Rejecting Begum Zia's views
on law and order situation,
Zillur said the situation was no
better during her regime. Some
13,713 killing, 2,597 rape, 5,060
women repression, 7,832 kid-
nap, 30,890 riots and 2,27.387
law and order related cases were
recorded during her rule.

Zillur Rahman who is also
minister in charge of LGRD
asked the opposition leader to
refrain from creating artificial
crisis and issues out of notking.

Islamists kill
22 soldiers

in Algeria

ALGIERS, Apr 5: Twenty-two
Algerian soldiers were killed by
armed Islamists at the weekend
near Blida, south of the capital
Algiers, the daily El Watan re-
ported today, reports AFP.

The troops were killed in a
firefight by a "very large num-
ber of terrorists” at Melaha,
near Blida in farming country
outside the capital.

Fighting involving govern-
ment forces and armed Islamic
groups have increased since
March with moére than 300
dead.
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