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DID U KNOW?

(The Professor does)

entire international career as a
batsman. He was bowled by the
only ball he faced in Test
cricket. Fortunately or unfor-
tunately for Lady Park, she had
bent to pick up her dropped

knitting at precisely that mo-

ment.
As she saw (?) everything,
Roy never had a yarn (o t_ell.
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COMPETITION FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN

Cﬁmpetitiun-llS

v/ Tick the Correct Answers

Post to T Daily Star
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
April 9, '99 and draw shortly
afterwards

1| Who won the Asian Test
Championship title?
India__|SriLanka | Pakistan

2 | Kevin is the manager of
quland Scotland | Wales

3| Wamneisa
leg-spinner | off-spinner | medium-pacer

4| Who is the first Bangladesh
batsman to score an ODI century?

Mehrab | Shahriar Hasibul

5| How many half-centuries has
Akram Khan scored?

4 5 6
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Brian Lara
est Indies captain} -

{'?f:rue had the Flbuhﬂle of the
Caribbean behind me since I
was a teenager and there is no
reason to let up. I've always
been a big trier.”

Speaking after the crushing
defeat in the first Test against
Australia at Queen's Park Oval
in Trinidad.

3-day national

cricket semis

Sports Reporter

The three-day semi-finals of
the 25th National Cricket
Championship begins at differ-
ent city venues from today.

Sylhet will take on Jessore
at the Bangabandhu National
Stadium while Biman will meet
Chittagong in the other semifi-
nal at the Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium. Each team will play a
maximum of 100 overs in the
first innings.

The fi%lal. scheduled to
commence at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium from April 8,
will be a four-day contest.

Barisal cricket

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Apr 3: Four-H
Club defeated Fakirbari Club by
130 runs in the First Division
cricket league ait the Barisal
Stadium today.

Winning the toss Fakirbari
scored 103 losing all the wick-
ets in 24.4 overs.

Ashis made highest 28 while
Masum took 3 wickets for 42.

In reply, Four-H Club scored
233 runs losing 9 wickets in 40

overs.

Babu scored highest 78.

He was also adjudged man-
of-the-match.

Rubel took 3 wickets for 12

~ runs.

Tomorrow South Alekanda
Boys Club will face Brothers
Union Club at the same venue.

Tri-series final today

BANGALORE, Apr
3: India return to
the same setting
but face a tough
task to re-enact

e e o

the script of three
years ago al the Chinnaswamy
Stadium when they take on

buoyant Pakistan in a high-
voltage final of the Pepsi

up
triangular limited-over series
final here tomorrow. reports

PTI.

WASIM AKRAM

The time for experiments for
the home team is over and they

are faced with a daunting task,
especially in the absence of in-
jured
Azharuddin and master bats-

skipper Mohammad

man Sachin Tendulkar, of

stopping the marauding Pak-

istan team in its tracks in the
vital day-night match.

In the 1996 World Cup quar-
terfinal. India scored an emo-
tionally draining 39-run win
over their arch-rivals to spark
off nationwide celebrations
while the Pakistanis returned

“Home to brickbats and abuses

from their cricket-cr fans.

Ajay Jadeja, stand-in cap-
tain in Azharuddin's absence,
has very happy memories of
that super charged contest as
his swashbuckling 46 helped
India post and imposing 287 for
eight this time he will be eager
to lead from the front in what is
certain to be a major morale-
booster-in the final run-up to
}hefurld Cup campaign in Eng-
and.

But Pakistan skipper Wasim
Akram, who controversially
sat out in 1996 citing a shoulder
injury, is growing from
strength to strength after re-
ﬁaining his crown and is at the

elm of a formidable side
seeking to avenge that loss.

Saurav Ganguly. still experi-
encing some stiffness from the
blow he received to the rib cage
facing paceman Shoaib Akhtar

* at Mohali, will open the innings

with fellow left-hander S
Ramesh who has recovered
from the back strain he suffered
in Pune, coach Anshuman
Gaekwad said.

Jadeja will be hoping his
batsmen show some determi-
nation facing up to the Pak-
istan pace attack after being
shot out for 135 and 196 in
crashing to defeats in both their
league matches in the current
series against Pakistan.

Indian batting, which
looked full of aggression and
Chutzpah =against the Sri
Lankan attack to post 280-plus
totals fell apart against Pak-
istan's superior firepower and
the host batsmen must lift
themselves up by the bootstraps
for India to have a good chance
of lifting the crown.

For the first league, they
were in full strength barring

Tendulkar's absence. but were

dismissed in only 36.1 overs
chasing Pakistan's 278.

An under strength side with-
out Azharuddin and key
bowlers Javagal Srinath, Anil
Kumble and Ajit Agarkar who
were rested, succumbed by seven
wickets two days ago in Mohali
in the inconseguential final
league tie.

he much-vaunted batting
failed miserably despite Gan-

AJAY JADEJA

uly weathering the painful
glnw from Akhtar to top-score
with a sedate 57.

But the frontline bowlers are
back, and the Karnataka trio of
Srinath, Prasad and Kumble
are in a fine position to play an
influential role in familiar
conditions.

The pitch is expected to pro-
vide even bounce and help
strokeplay, according to cura-
tor Kasturirangan, while the
lush green outfield should en-
courage the fielders.

-Wprld Y

F&E1 LAGOS. Apr 3
e (Reuters/Internet)
: Champions
Argentina will be
going for a hat-

trick oftitles in
the World Youth Cup starting on
Saturday when large numbers
ol agents, hoping to snap up
yvoung talent at bargain prices,
will be amgng the most
interesied spec

The South Americans, who
beat their biggest rivals Brazil
in the 1995 final in Qatar and
their second-biggest rivals
Uruguay in 1997 in Malaysia.
begin the defence of their crown
against Kazakstan in Kaduna
on Sunday.

The Argentines arrive Iin
Alrica in fine fettle, having won
eight of their nine matches in
winning the South American
qualifying tournament in Jan-
uary when 19-year-old striker
Luciano Galletti from Estudi-
antes scored nine of their goals.

Coach Jose Peckerman, who
led Argentina to their previous
two victories, is once again in
charge.

Hosts Nigeria, whose han-
dling of the competition is
likely to atiract much atten-
tion. open the tournament
when they face Costa Rica in
Lafos on Saturday.

They aim to become the first
Alrican nation to win the title.

Although England's team in
Lagos contains a few players
with top-1ligcht domestic experi-
ence, the English Football As-
sociation did not force their
premier league clubs to send
anyone o Nigeria who was a
redular first team player.

Up-and-coming players such
as llarry Smith [rom Leeds
Ulnited will, therefore, not be on
stiow i Nigeria,

Some of the other European

nations have followed Eng-
land's example e sending sec-
otid-siring oullits because ol
domestic league connnitments

and this leaves Soutli America
with an excellent chance ol se-
curing another youth title.
Brazil, who scored 10 goals a
game twice in Malaysia before a
quarter-final defeat by Ar-
gentina, are always a threat,
But this year their preparations
have been somewhal fumul-

tﬂtﬂm uh--r-m-m‘

tuous.

(:vach Toninho Barroso re-
signed shortly alter he had
picked the squad for the lour-
nament and the team will be
one of the most health-con-
scious at the finals.

Despite the tropical heat,
malaria-fearing Brazil will
train in tracksuit trousers to
avoid mosquito bites and may
tay their matches in
lung-s eeved shirts.

,. ut the Brazilians will want
to follow the example of mid-
fielder Dunga, who won the title
in 1983 and then went on to
lead his country at two World

Cups.
They have Pienty of talent at
their disposal, with an atlack

spearheaded by 19-year-old

Luxemburgo to
follow United

TOKYO, Apr 3 (Reuters/In-
ternet): Brazil's new head coach
Wanderley Luxemburgo has a
novel idea to get his team back
on top of the world: He's going to
watch Manchester United.

Luxemburgo, who succeeded
Mario Zagallo after Brazil's 3-0
defeat by France in the World
Cup final last July, said he was
a big fan of Alex Ferguson's tre-
ble-chasing team alter waitch-
ing them regularly on televi-
sion.

"l like their play so much,"
Luxemburgo told Japan’'s Daily
Yomiuri during Brazil's two-
malch tour of the Far East.

“I've seen them on TV and
now ! want to watch a match so
I can learn more about the En-
glish game."

S0 Luxemburgo is head.ng
for Turin next week to take in
the first leg of the European Cup
sernifinal against Juventus.

"l think it's a good game to
see because Manchester United
is the best team in England and
Juventus is one of the lop in
Italy,” added the 46-vear-old
former Corinthians manager,

“l am sure [ can learn sone-

thing from Manchester United.
[ like their tactics during a
match and the movement ol the

players on the field.”

outh Cup starts

Fernando Baiano. who scored
five goals in a single Liberla-
dores Cup match this month.
Europe, with only six teams
present, could find that their
best hopes lie with Portugal.
champions in 1989 and 1991,
Hugo Leal. 18. the youngest
player in their squad, has al-
ready attracted the interest ol

several [talian clubs with his

excellent tactical vision.

Portugal's free-kick special-
ists Simao Sabrosa is valued at
S15 million and he has at-
tracted interest from
Barcelona.

Germany have invested less
than many other countries in
youth football over the past lew
years and their side is not thal
strong.

Germany's appearance i the
Cyprus final ol the under-18

- European championship last

July therefore came as a sur-
prise.

Gifted teenagers such as Se-
bastian Deisler (Borussia
Moenchengladbach), Fabian
Ernst (Hamburg SV) and Sebas-
tian Schindzierloz (VIL
Bochum) play regularly in their
club's [irst teams and have not
travelled fo Nigeria.

Star of the squad is play-
maker Patrick Falk of Bayer
Leverkusen who was concerned
about the weather in Nigeria.

"To play under such temper-
atures is crazy,"” he said.

Germany, who lost 2-1 to
Mexico in their last warm-up
match on Monday, play their
first game against Paraguay on
Sundlay.

With 24 countries taking
part, the teams will be dividec
into six groups of four. The top
two in each cl:’;l"mun plus the four
third-placed teams with the
best records, then progress to
the knockout stage.

The allocation system for
the tournament has allowed
lesser soccer nations such as
Mali, Zambia, Kazakstan and
Honduras to take part while
France, the Netherlands and
Italy are among those missing
oult.

But, with major European
clubs happy to buy talent from
the most obscure nations, there
will still be pleniy to keep the
agents happy.

dium in Tathla.

An artist writiﬁg down the names of the participating nations on placa_rds on April 2 in
. Lagos prior to the opening ceremony of the World Youth Football Championships. |
: — Internet photo L lost some weight as well.

BCB Xl stranded,
first match today

Sports Reporter

The second-string Bangla-
desh cricket team, in the guise
of Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) XI, left the capital
yesterday to take part in a lim-
ited-over cricket tournament at
Karachi, Pakistan.

But the 17-member team for
the President’s Cup One-day
tournament had to erience a
delayed departure after Emi-
rates cancelled their 10 A.M.
flight due to some technical
reasons.

The team was stranded at the
Zia International Airport for
about nine hours before being
squeezed into Biman, the na-
tional flag career, which is
likely to fly into Karachi via
Euhai in the early hours of to-

ay.

FThe team, led by Habibul
Bashar, will hardly get any rest
following its gruelling journey
before appearing in the inaugu-
ral match against Karachi
Cricket Association at the Na-
tional Stadium today.

The visitors, placed in Group
A in the most colourful na-
tional cricketing event in Pak-
istan, will play their second
match against Customs on
April 6. They will take on Na-
tional Shipping Corporation on
April '8 belore appearing
against Queta in their group
league match on April 10.

The, BCB XI will play iheir
last match against Hyderabad
on April 12 at the Makli Sta-

Nat’l Youth Cricket

‘Tangail’s Uttam

tangles foes

Sports Reporter

Tangail and Satkhira took
command at the end of the first
day's play as the final round of
the 19th National Youth
Cricket Championship got un-
derway at two bordering ham-
lets of the country yesterday.

At Kushtia, Tangail. aided by
a five-wicket haul from Uttam.,
sent Nilphamari reeling to 60
for six at stumps. Earlier, elect-
ing to bat., Tangail scored a
fighting 177 before being all out

in 67 overs. Bul the moderate
Tangail total looked more than
enough when Uttam ripped
through the Nilphamari top-
order to finish the day with-five
for only 15 runs.

At Satkhira, the hosts piled
up a huge total of 255 before be-
ing all out in 61.2 overs. Sharif
and Babu scored highest 42 runs
apiece while Anu hammered an
unbeaten 23. In reply, Pirojpur
could mana%e only 58 runs for
the loss of four wickets when
stumps were drawn after 28
OVers.

Salim Malik
returning?

[

ISLAMABAD, Apr 3: Selec-
tion committee of the Pakistan
Cricket Board has f{inalised
Pakistan's team for the World
Cup, which begins in England
on May 14 this year, reports
PPI.

Member of the committee
Salahuddin told Radio Pak-
istan that the committee has
submitted names of the team
members to the board which
would be announced after ap-
proval by its council.

He said Wasim Akram would
be the captain while other
members of the team include
openers Saeed Anwar, Waja-
hatullah Wasti and Shahid
Afridi, middle-order batsmen
Salim Malik, Ijaz Ahmad,
Yousuf Youhana and Inzama-
mul Huq beside wicket-keeper
Moin Khan, spinners Mushtaq
Ahmad and Saqlain Mushtaq,
Wagar Younis, Shoaib Akhtar,
Azhar Mahmood and Abdul

Salahuddin said, "It is a well
balanced team and selection
committee thinks that it is a
good combination. He expressed
the confidence that the team
would demonstrate excellently
in the World Cup.

He said Salim Malik's selec-
tion in place of Imran Nazir has
been made in view of his vast
experience.

Sachin still
uncertain

MUMBAI, Apr 3: Ace Indian
batsman Sachin Tendulkar,
who opted out of the on-going

tri-nation one-day series due to
back spasms. today said he was
ninety per cent fit but still not
sure about his availability for
the April 7-16 Sharjah tour-
nament, reports PTL.

Tendulkar told reporters af-
ter the practice session at
Wankhede Stadium here that he
was feeling much better than
before.

"However. as | am under con-
{ract with the board | can reveal
information about my fitness
only to the board prgs}ildqigt Raj
Singh Du ur and he in turn
211 add?eg:?the media,” he
added.

The master batsman, who
batted for twenty minutes at the
nets, said, "I have lost about six
kilos and am feeling very well.”

Tendulkar was also seen
holding his back gingerly after
playing a couple of pull shots.

Elr‘lendulkar. who looked "fit
as a fiddle", said, "l have heen
doing some free hand exercises
for the past two days and have

Canon Camera
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Jenny Thompson of USA, the world record holder in the women's 100 metres butterfly, in

action during the heats at the world championships yesterday.

'De Bruijn halts Thompson

HONG KONG, Apr
3: Dutch swimmer
Inge de Bruijn
ended American

SOIN's winnin

streak at the World Short-
Course Championships
Saturday night. edging her by
.22 second in the 50-metre
freestyle. reports AP.

Thompson had won the 100-
metre freestyle and 50-metre
butterfly and broken her own
world record in the 100-metre
individual medley before de
Bruiin overtock her in the sec-
ond half of the race and won the
50 freestyle in 24.35 seconds,

Thompson was second in
24.57. with Britain's Alison
Sheppard third in 24.97.

World record holder Sandra
Voelker of Germany spoiled
Japanese swimmer Mai Naka-
mura's attempt for a second
gold medal here. overtaking her
in the final few meters of the
50-meter backstroke.

Voelker's 27.63 was slower
than her world mark of 27.27.
Nakamura. winner of the 100

“backstroke Friday, finished in
27.73. with Australia's Kellie
McMillan third in 28.29.

Other world record holders
who won were Britain's James
Hickman in the men's 200-me-
Lre butterfly and Finland's Jani
»Sievinen in the men's 100-me-
tre individual medley.

But record holder Claudia
Poll of Costa Rica could manage
only sixth in the women's 400-
meire {reestyle.

Russia's Nadejda Chemezova
overtook 800-metre winner
Chen Hua of China after a tight
duel over the first 250 metres
and won in 4 minutes, 5.23 sec-
onds. Chen finished second, but
later was disqualified for a
false start. leaving China's Qin
Caini second in 4:06.34 and
Canada's Joanne Malar third in
4:06.34. Poll f{inished in
4:10.40. well off her world mark
ol 4:00.03, set in 1997.

Thompson dropped out of
further competition in the 100-
metre individual medley after
breaking her own world record
with a time of 59.30 in the heats
Friday.

Slovakia's Martina Morav-
cova, who held the world mark
briefly at 1:00.35 before
Thompson reclaimed it min-
utes later, won that event's final
Saturday in 1:00.20. Australia’s
Lori Munz was second in
1:01.40. followed by Russia's
Oxana Verevka in 1:01.55.

Thompson still has a chance
for another gold Sunday in the
100-metre butterfly, one ol
three events in which she holds
the short-course world record.
In Saturday's semifinals. she

was fourth [astest in 59.08, be-

hind Sweden's Johanna Sjoberg
(57.78). Japan's Ayari Aoyama
(58.57) and Australia’s Petria
Thomas (58.83). Her world
mark is 56.90.

"I felt pretty good aboul my
swim," Thompson said despite
her silver medal in the 50
freestyle. "Inge deserved that.
She's really good in the 50

Thompson, who swam five
races Friday and another [ive
Saturday. set her world record
— worth 15,000 dollars — in
Friday's second race.

“The money had somethin
to do with it," the 26-year-ol

re-medical student said. "I
wanted to try and break the
world record. It's pretty hard
with all the semifinals to be
fresh. It wears me down.

"The money does change it a
bit," she said of the world record
rewards being offered for the
first time at these champi-
onships by FINA, swimming's
governing body.

Patrik Isaksson gave Sweden
its third gold of the meet when
he won the men's 100-metre
breaststroke, but Sweden's
women missed a sweep of the
[reestyle relay races when they
were disqualified for an early

— AFP photo

takeofl in the 4x100.

The Swedes were [astest in
3:36.05, but the gold went to
Britain with a time of 3:36.88.
The Netherlands was second in

3:39.40 and Australia third in

3:39.82.

[saksson won his race in
59.69, ahead of the 59.88 of
Domenico Fioravanti of Italy
and 59.93 of Canada’'s Morgan
Knabe,

Hickman was unchallenged
in winning the 200 butterfly in
1:52.71, behind his world mark
of 1:51.76.

Japan’'s Takashi Yamamoto
was second in 1:54.68, and
Ukraine's Denya Sylantyev

third in 1:55.41.

" Hickman, who managed
only third I*"ril::!a.%:| in the 100
bufterfly, where he also holds
the world mark, said, "In the
past couple of days, I've been
very up and down. The whole of
Thursday night, 1 was up sick.”

By Saturday, he added, "l was
rested and I kept my head down,
I'm quite pleased about that
right ow.”

Sievinen beat Australia's
Matthew Dunn, the 400-metre
champion, 54.18 to 54.77 in the
100 medley. with Denmark’s
Jakob Anderson third in 55.05.

On Sunday, Sweden's Lars
Frolander, already the 100 but-
terfly champion, will try 1o
hold off Australia's Michael
Klim in the 100 freestyle finals.
Frolander was fastest in Satur-
day's semifinals in 47.49, with
Klim second in 47.90.

Japan's Masami Tanaka
tries Sunday for her third gold
medal, in the women's 100-
breaststroke. She already has
won the 50 and 200 — where she
broke the world record — but
she trailed Olympic Champion
Penny Heyns of South Africa
1:06.95 to 1:07.24 in Saturday's
100-meter semifinals, with
world record holder Samantha
Riley of Australia third in
1:07.25.

Popov gives way to Foster

HONG KONG, Apr
3: Alexander
.. Popov, easing his
. way back into
competition after
surgery, failed to
win a medal but still proved
crowd lavorite at the World

Short-Course Swimming
Championships, reports
Reuters.

Double Olympic champion
Popov Wwas, for once, not the fo-
cus of media attention as re-
porters thronged past him and
headed for Mark Foster after

the Briton had regained the 50 -

freestyle title and the Russian
had been relegated to joint fifth
in Friday's final.

Foster, winner of the event
at the inaugural World Short-
Course Championships in 1993,
reclaimed the 50 freestyle world
record from Popov last Decem-
ber lowering the mark to 21.31
seconds.

Foster was fully half a sec-
ond slower in winning Friday's
final but Popov, who underwent
surgery in his left knee in Jan-
uary, was still not in contention
anzlyﬂnished way back in 22.10.

On Thursday, the first day of
these four-day championships,

‘the Russian finished seventh in

.the 50 metres backstroke and

on Saturday he failed even to
make the semifinals of the 100
metres backstroke.

Those results were no great
surprise, Popov is not a back-
stroke specialist and he is feel-
ing his way back after his oper-
ation and used these champi-
Dniﬁpﬁaﬂ-ﬂﬂ Syd Ol ics
to the n pics.

Popov., m:}:neﬂf u’ﬁ“ 50 and
100 freestyle at the 1992 and
1996 Olympics, did not even
enter his 100 freestyle special-
ity in which he has not been
beaten at a major champi-
onships since winning his first

as part of his build-up *

European title in 1991.

" wasn't expecting to get any
medals, | just came here to meet
the guys, show myself that I'm
still swimming," Popov, who
has been living and training in
Australia since 1993, told
Reulers.
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ALEXANDER POPOV

"I have come here just to
break my training programme
and have a little bit of competi-
tion. This is such a high level of
competition and for me, being
here is the best training.”

Many Hong Kong people who

turned up just to see the great -

man swim must have been a lit-
tle disappointed by his perfor-
mances but he remained the
darling of local fans.

Admirers, including one

andfather, queued on Satur-
ay for his autograph, many
bearini small gifts.

Looking ahead, Popov said
his main goal was the Sydney
Olympics.

YPnllj}ov. holder of world 100
metres freestyle records in both

the 25-metre and 450 metre
pools, sulflered his first reverse
in major championships when
he was beaten into second place
by American Bill Pilczuk at the
1998 World Long-Course Cham-
pionships in Perth, Australia.

This is his first champi-
onship appearance in the 15
months since Perth and the re-
turn of his knee prcblem.

He refused to make Olympic
medal predictions. "I'm not
talking about that, my [irst
ambition Is just to make the
team and go to Sydney," he said.

Popov said he still needed
tirne for his knee to heal and to

et back to top form. "Doctors
ﬁave said it's up to me. As long
as it is recovering, I'm going to
be training,” he said. -

Pak cricket
fans back

home

CHANDIGARH, Apr 3: The
historic trip by Pakistan
cricket fans to India came to an
end today as 1023 persons, in-
cluding 65 women and 32 chil-
dren. returned to Pakistan to-
day alter their mrF%I&day stay in

e city, reports :
i Theyfang'ilad arrived here on
Wednesday night and watched
the India-Pakistan tri-series tie
‘day-night clash at Mohali on
‘April 1 after sc?ecial arrange-
ments were made to sell tickets
at Lahore's Gaddalfi Stadium
and visa procedures ‘were

speeded up by Indian authori-

ties.
During their stay the fans

. were honoured by the Chandi-

arh administration which
Eust:d a dinner and cultural
programme at the famous Rdtk
Garden here last night.



