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Ominous Signs

Disconcerting reports have been published by
the local press about the state of the city cattle
markets and prices of and demands for the hides
and skins. The sudden disappearance of sacrificial
animals just before Eid day from an overnight
thriving business at reasonable prices with ade-
quate supply and demand led to investigation by
the local press and they came up with stories that
were unthinkable even a year ago. This paper had
warned about the impending dangers from the cat-
tle market goons which came true as five lost their
lives on the Buriganga trying to rob a trawler full
of cattlehead, according to reports. It was not the
end of the story. Mastaans ruled many cattle mar-
kets in the city controlling the flow of animals
there and dictating prices that rose sharply. In
some markets they let loose a reign of terror forc-
ing many traders to run for safety leaving their
merchandise at the 'safe custody' of the goons.

If such was the scenario at the cattle markets,
hides and skin business was no better. Here also
vested quarters and local musclemen made their
presence felt. They virtually dictated the prices
which were much less than last year's and practi-
cally forced the middlemen, known as faria, out of
business and filled in their positions themselves,
offering very little scope for the sellers to bargain.
As it is, the market for raw leather is dull at pre-
sent due to various factors — the main one being
the low demand in international market for fin-
ished leather. Another reason was cited as less
cash flow at the tanneries. The nationalised banks
have disbursed around Tk 175 crore as loans for
procurement of leather this vear compared to Tk
250 crore last year. Though about 50 per cent of the
total procurement of leather is made during this
time, the process has been slow so far and if this
trend continues much of the hides and skins will
e smuggled out of the country which in turn will
fetch good money for the 'parties’ across the border
because of their opportunity to export wet blue
leather which is banned in Bangladesh. This is a
vicious circle from which our leather sector must
come out as gquickly as it can.

The recent trend of controlling the flow of cattle
and their sale, deprives the poor traders of their le-
gitimate earning while stifling prices of hides and
skins and robbing traders on the roads are omi-
nous signs that point at a bleak future, These are
all indicators of a general deterioration of social
norms and ethical standards and planned at-
tempts to grab the important cattle as well as
leather markets. The administration must inter-
vene to root out the corrupt elements from the
scene right now or this can take a root so deep that
it will not only hurt the business in fquestion but
set a precedence that will have far-reaching reper-
cussions in the society as a whole.

Futile Festive Time

On Thursday morning, when different nationz!
dailies reached the readers after a three-day break
for Eid-ul-Azha, they must have been horrified by
the sheer number of reports on unnatural deaths
across the country over the last seventy-two hours,
News coverage on road accidents, murders, politi-
cal killing, police brutality, slum fire, etc., con-
sumed substantial space in almost every daily,
once again blaring a disconcerting truth: life is not
secured anywhere — either out on the street or in-
side the familiar walls of home.

This paper reported 15 deaths in road accidents
in the span of three days till Tuesday last, while
more than 150 people were injured. For some of the
victims, Eid never came, and for their families, it
brought anything but happiness. Eid didn’t come
for Ripon. The 22-year-old chicken vendor was
killed when police opened fire during a clash with
the hawkers at Kaptan Bazaar in old town. Saleha
met similar fate. A constable jokingly aimed his
gun at the maid servant and pulled the trigger. He
didn’'t know that it was loaded. Jewel's killers,
however, knew what they were doing when they
took him out Saturday night before strangulating
him to death.

For one reason or the other, people get killed in
this country. Every day the number of unnatural
deaths rises. We have, in a way, distanced ourselves
from political killings. We have reasoned that un-
til and unless the prevailing political unrest sub-
sides, such incidents will continue. But what about
the deaths of the father and the son in Noakhali,
who were killed following a dispute over distribu-
tion of sacrificial meat on the Eid day? What do
their killings signify?

Over the three-day Eid vacation, we have been
blissfully unaware that while we were having fun
people were losing their lives in road accidents,
and in the hands of professional killers, extreme
political activists and even police. Accumulated
counts of death published in the dailies after the
break come as a rude awakening and make us re-

alise that how futile even the festive time can be in
this country of ours,

‘Iloﬁday-hoﬁcé’

The morning press on Thursday carried photo-
reports of deserted-looking government offices.
Although all public and private offices re-opened
on Wednesday, the former experienced more of
lean attendance. Press reports said that the city of-
fices were still in a state of "holiday hangover.”
This has become a usual, but lamentable, sight af-
ter every festival, particularly the two Eids. Truly,
this happens when holiday-happy people go on a
leisure-spree, and habitually find it quite conve-
nient to return to their workplaces after spending
longer-than-usual period. This clearly reveals a
lack of commitment to their respective duties.
Normally, government offices are first to be hit by
this over-the-year undue advantage-taking. And
for quite some years now this has become a trend
of sorts. The holiday-seekers, who head for the
countryside during festivals, have taken it for

ranted, for nobody has so far been penalised for
eing so absent from office.

This 'holiday-holicism' no doubt, is anti-work
and can inflict far-reaching negative conse-
quences. It's however true that when a large num-
ber of city dwellers leave the metropolis, the rest
heave a sigh of relief finding the city environment
cleaner with much lesser polluting traffic on the
roads. But if the socio-economic loss is computed
in this regard, the fresh-feeling' turns too
ephemeral, for this state of things, long unheeded
by the administration, has been causin a colossal
Injury to our development process. If this time-
wasting syndrome goes unabated Bangladesh

might lace a jeopardised future for it in the global
€conomic rat race.

HERE was an interesting

I news item in the front page

ol The Daily Star (Mare

17]) saying, "They disagree on all
points but gas." In elaboratin
the UNB repori Star added,
"Bangladesh natural gas is not
for export, now or in the near
future. This is the word from
both Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and Opposition Leader
Khaleda." On March 21 while
inaugurating Jalalabad Gas
Plant in Sylhet the Prime
Minister once again reiterated
the country's stand and said
'Bangladesh has no plan to
export gas...... " Earlier she said,
"We don’t think about export of
gas yel,..." Former Prime
Minister and now the Leader of
{}]plmsitinn in the Parliament
Khaleda Zia said, "We cannot
scll our wealth and then become
beggars.”

These are the policy pro-
nouncements that came E‘nm
the Prime Minister as well as
from the Leader of Opposition
in the Parliament and inciden-
tally the Prime Miiusier's reaf-
firmation came as late as
March 2]1. But on March 22 US
Ambassador John Holzman
while speaking at a seminar on
‘Developing Bangladesh's Gas
Resources" said Lhat
‘Bangladesh should now con-
sider gas export to India as the

domestic consumption alone

would riot bring about economic
breakthrough” (The Daily Star,
March 23). Ambassador's sug-
gestions, as Star correctly put,
were “contradictory to what the
Pritme Minister and the Leader
of Opposition in the Parliament
recently said about gas export’.
Similar comments came from
several sources on Ambassador
Holzman's suggestions tHat
openly contradicted the "policy

i ET your facls right
irst. Then you can

distort them as nch
as you like",. Mark Twain, an
American literary figure once
told journalists, The same
advice holds good for Indian
politicians. Bath the Bharativa
Janata Parly and the Congress.
the two major organisations,
are induldging in distortion
without getting at facts.

some of the allegations
inade by the former Finance
Ministry adviser Mohon Gu-
ruswamy and the dismissed
Naval Chiel Vishnu Bhagwat
against the Vajpayee govern-
ment are specific. They guote
chapter and verse from official
files in suppori. The govern-
mettl cannot beal aboui "the
bush, A mere denial will not do.
It has to counter thiem with
convincing proof.

On the other hand, the
Congress should not inject poli:
tics. The charges are not some-
thing between the two parties.
They concern the adminisira-
tion's credibility and they de-
mand serious lackhing. So far
the Vajpayee's government re-
action is not helpful.

Aller a long time, the work-
ing of the government has been
exposed by 'insiders, who are
important. They have told us
how decisions are taken arbi-
trarily on key matters, both
civil and military. Both Gu-
ruswamy and Bhapgwat have
neither spared the Prime Min-
ister nor importanit cabinet
members, They have stuck their
neck out whalever their motive,

True, both of them are not
ideal persons to level charges.
Their own stock is not all that
high. But they are the ones who
have opened their mouth. The
details they have provided in
the cases cannot be brushed
aside easily. It is apparent from
their account thal power-bro-
kers or extra-legal hands swing
deals in a particular way. The

by Muslehuddin Ahmad

Politics of Gas Export

As the country has been rmiing with ga

s and gas exploration companies for some time, con-

siderable expertise has developed within the government. If enough opportunities are given with
proper transparency these experits can jointly design the appropriate production sharing

agreements in consultation with the international advisers.

pronouncements’ as mentioned
above, It seems that Ambas-
sador Holzman preferred the
path of "open engagement” over
diplornacy. Of course, he is enti-
tled to his views and also free to
pul forward his country’'s inter-
est. He is a seasoned diplomat
and he knows how to use the
diplomatic channel. He has full
access to all the officials and
also the highest political cir-
cles. He can meet all concerned
and insist on what, in his
opinion, is right and how his
country's interest could be
promoted. The diplomats usu-
ally try to avoid "open engage-
ment” which often creates pub-
lic confusion and embarrass-
ment.,

Ambassador Holzman him-
self followed, in my opinion,
the correct path last week when
he skillully avoided the re-
porters alter having met~the
Leader of Opposition on an im-
portant issue that bothers the
‘Developing Partners”. Indeed,
the Ambassadors of the "Devel-
oping Partners” have also been
Iollowing the diplomatic path

for voicing their concerns on
issues that affect the business
interest of their countries.
Though some {feel that diplo-
matic community should not
get involved directly in domes-
tic issues, some others. how-
ever, try to justify their in-
volvement on the ground of
those countries” business inter-

est. The purpose of bringing u
this mat?er is to hi_g[l‘lligghtg th%
sensitivities attached to such
diplomatic activities and the
way the citizens of a sovereign
democratic country view or per-
ceive them.

However, the issue of gas ex-
port has been with the policy
makers for some years. Some-
times the politicians say 'we are
floating on gas'. Various re-
ports put the gas reserve from
15 teft to even 80 tcft, but no def-
inite basis is available regard-
ing such high estimate. How-
ever, figures like 21 teft as the
reserve discovered and 12.6 tcft
as proven or recoverable re-

' Serve appear to be officially ac-

ceptable. Newly discovered re-
serve but not announced yet put
forward by some source appears
to be 5.5 tcft. If the present neg-
]iFiblﬂ consumption at the rate
of 900 mmecft per year contin-
ued, the proven reserve can
serve the country for 45 years
but if consumption rate is in-
creased by 10 per cent the pre-
sent reserve will be exhausted
m 17 years. The consumption
should increase manifold for
generation of electricity, pro-
duction of fertiliser and other
gas products and use of gas in
fransport to save the environ-
ment,

All these lead us to one con-
clusion that there is urgent need
for exploration of gas. Series of
bids have taken place and the
investors have been waiting for

long time. It is high time that
the decisions are taken to
award at least majority of the
blocks, if not all, for explo-
ration on a type of contract
that will avoid payment of cash
foreign exchange. It has also
been reported that our own state
organisation Bapex did a good
job in the loration sector but
they have not been given ade-
quate funds to continue their
work. They could form joint
venture with foreign coempanies
for exploration purpose. Unfor-
tunately many e?erls bein
frustrated reportedly have left
Bapex and joined foreign explo-
ration companies.

The technicalities relating
to {4::15 exploration, production,
utilisation etc are fairly com-
plex. However, the export of %?E
would certainly depend on the
Huantit}r we have. If we really

oat on gas then it would be
easy to decide on the issue. First
we need to be more or less sure
about the total reserve and the
amount that the country would
need in say next 25 years keep-
g in view the Increased rate of
consumption.

Everybody knows that the
export of gas means export of
raw materials. We should not do
this unless we have too much of
it and when the possibility of
making proper use of it is virtu-
ally nil. In Bangladesh we do
not seem to have too much of

gas and the possibilities of us- |

Ing it in this médem world are

immense — starting from pro-
ctuction of electricity and fer-
tiliser to other downstiream
products which are value-added
exportable products and can
provide a lot of employment in
the country.

It is nol true that only export
of gas can bring about economic
breakthrough. Indeed, proper
untilisation of gas using all
modern technologies in the
downstream facilities, which
we should try to build, can bring
real economic benelit. In fact,
the latter course can attract
more of the foreign investors
who, in joint ventures with lo-
cal investors. can reap exten-
sive investment benefit in the
gas sector in Bangladesh. The
preseni slump in the old prices
do have some dampening effect
in the oil and gas sector but this
may not stay for long. There are
reportedly several proposals of
Joint ventures, which are await-
ing government decisions, Only
problem is that things do not
move fast and this is why the
investors get frustrated and
leave.

If the foreign companies are
allowed to ort gas to India, it
is possible that they will take
g£as to the other side of the bor-
der and set up facilities there to
produce electricity and also set
up other downstream facilities
to produce other exportable
products. Then why not do the
same here and export electricity
and other gas products to India

Status Quo Does Not Help

The Prime Minister is not on a strong wicket when he says that the opposition by the Congress
reflects its frustration. Any political party, wanting to come to power, can be ascribed to such
motives. The BJP or the former Jan Sangh did the same thing when it was in the wilderness.

infercnce from their allega-
tions is that the rules have been
bent at somebody's bidding and
that a large sum of money has
passed hands as a result,

How far the BJP leaders or
the cealition partners are in-
volved i1s difficult to say. But
there is little doubt that certain
favours were shown for some
consideration, The very fhct
that the BJP leaders are raising
their voice from all directions
indicales that they want to
drown every protest. Where is
the lransparency which the
party promised before assum-
ing office?

The Congress insistence on
the joint parliamentary com-
mitiee [JPC) or a discussion in
Parliamernt is part of tactics. It
will not serve the real purpose.
=uch matlers are far loo strious
Lo be reduced to debating points.
The discussion on Guruswamy's
charge in the Rajya Sabha has
shown how the government can
get away with playing on words,

The JPC will turn the cases
into a political sparring, divid-
ing the committee on party

lines. The entire exercise will be

futile. We have had in recent
years Lthe experience of a JPC
first on Bofors gun kickbacks
and later on the bank scam.
Nothing came out of them, al-
though the report on the bank
SO0Aln was unanimous,

A judicial Inquiry is a better
option. It may be able to ferret
out the truth. All opposition
parties should unanimously
ask for it. Two separate inquiry
commitiees, one for the Gu-
ruswamy charges and the other
lor Bhagwat's, should be ap-
pointed, under different retired
Supreme Court judges or retired
High Court chief justices. They

_BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

should be given a time-limit so
that the monsoon session of
parliament has something con-
crete to discuss.

The Vajpavee government
has been caught on the wrong
foot. The Prime Minister's of-
fice, the finance ininister, the
defence minister, the stee]
minister — all of them have to
do a lot of explaining for their
wayward ‘decisions. They
should not be let off the hook, it
appears that Congress is mnter-
ested in the charges for political
gain.

II' the party were to look
back. it would realise that it did
not gain anything by stalling
the Rajya Sabha for nearly a
week. The party looked like
hitting in the dark in the hope
of finding some target. Parlia-
ment's stock also went down by
several notches. The Congress
should re-map its strategy dur-
ing the recess in parliament
and bring round other parties to
support it in the demand for ju-
dicial probe.

Such an exercise may begin
the much-needed coordination
between the Congress and the
non-coalition parties. This
may also set in motion a serious
effort to dislodge the Vajpayee
government, something which
the Congress desperately wants.
Yet, the manner in which it has
behaved in the past has given
the non-BJP " parties an

Lopsided priority!

Sir, It was Lhe 2 1st of March,
I was on the slage at the Guide
House auditorium performing a
Brecht play. The audience
scemed suitably involved, The
lights went off. I came out of the
theatre and was greeted by a
brightly-lit sky in the south-
east. These were the flood lights
of the stadiuun where a cricket
match was going on.

It was the 24th of March, |
was trying to explain to my
daughter what the subject Soci-
ology was all about. The lights
went ofl and we decided to hit
the road for an untimely walk.
We looked up towards the
southern sky and, la and be-
hoid, the sky was washed by the
ervasiveneﬂs of the flood
ights.

It was the evening of 25th
March. I was again on the stage
al the Mohila Samity audito-
rium. We were half-way through
with, perhaps, the most popular
play in our repertoire, we were
subjected 1o black out again. But
the stadium was ablaze with
lights. We had to apologise to
our audience for not being able
to end the play.

Regular and intermittent
staging of plays in Bangladesh
started in the beginning of
1973. It was said then that the-
atlre was one of those few posi-
tive things thalt had happened
in Bangladesh, We did not say
this. It was said by others.
Newsmen, experts from home
and abroad, politicians. bu-
reaucrats et. al.

[ would not dare question the
prowess of our cricket team nor
would I compare cricket with
theatre. For that would be an
urieven comparison, Achieve-
ment in cricket can be quanti-
fied. While that in theatre can
at best be qualitative or judge-
mental. 1 question the author-
ity to schedule these matches as
day-night matches, What could
have been the possible reasons?
It could not have been the ex-
cuse of the ensuing world cup,
All world cup matches would be.
played in day light. I would also
refraln from questioning the
purpose of these day-night

matches as an exercise to prove
a point for the Bangladesh
tean. For we all know that the
taste of a pudding is in the eal-
g,

Theatre be blown. My ques-
tion is more basic. Why then
should we all be in dark and
cricket in light? Specially when
the whole country has to face
the brunt of an enormous power
cut? Why?

Aiy Zitker
New Bailey Road, Dhaka,

Humanitarian

crisis in Kosovo

Sir, After prolonged dither-
ing, the NATO, with strong sup-
port from the US, when faced at
last with the humanitarian
catastrophe emerging from the .
ongoing brutal Serb policies,
which is 3aid to be the worst
since the end of the Second
World War, launched planned
air-strikes against Slovan
Milosevic's Yugoslavia to halt
his, ‘ethnic cleansing’ opera-
tions in Kosovo by large-scale
massacres of Kosovo Albani-
ans, burning their villages and
driving them across the bor-
ders.

These atrocities were being
carried against out the Kosovo
Albanians who formed an
overwhelming Muslim major-
ity in Kosovo. The NATO air-
strikes are intended to compel
Milosevic to agree with the
peace plan finalised last month
in Paris (which the Kosovo Al-
banian leadership has already
signed) as a means of bringing
peace to that war-torn province.

The continuing air-strikes
against Yugoslavia may have
received some measure of sup-
Blort from many of the world's

uslim countries which were
shocked by the terrible ordeal
which the Kosove Albanians
are passing through.

. Some countries. however,
particularly Russia, China and
India are opposed to the ongo-
ing NATO military action to
bring Milosevic to his knees

and agree to the proposed peace
plan, This appears rather in-
triguing. The opposition of Rus-
sia seems to be somewhat un-
derstandable because of a size-
able section of ethnic Serbs in
the Yugoslav population. The
position of India is similarly
understandable because of the
Muslim majority in Kashmir
which forms the bone of con-
tention between Pakistan and
India. But the position of China
is mysterious.

The most tragic thing ap-
pears to be thal none of these
powels 5 ieeling any concern
for the terrible humanitarian
disaster facing the Muslim-ma-
jorily Kosovo.

We can only hope that the
strong-arm policies adopted by
NATO and the US to bring peace
in Kosovo will succeed and Serb
atrocities will come {0 an end.

ASM Nurunnabi
29, Dhanmondi R/A,
Road 1, Dhaka.

Right to express

views

Sir, As a regular and serious
reader of the DS I find no cause
for alarm after reading Mr A H
Jaffor Ullah's letter of protest
(DS, Opinion, Mar 21), — a dia-
tribe against Dr Rashiduzza-
man, now living in the USA.

Both of the above views and
all views may find a place in the
press or mass media, Poorly
run Bangladesh will not be de-
capacitated by polarised views.

In fact, in the late 1940s and
'80s, there were sharp differ-
ences of opinion in our families
on partition, and one of my un-
cles, a scholar in the BSES
(Bengal Senior Education Ser-
vice) refused to migrate from
Calcutta to Dhaka while the
rest of us did.

I find it refreshing that DS is
now opening up more, and is
more accommodative and tol-
erant.

AZ
Dhaka

inpression that it wants their
support to pull down the
government lor an early poll. If
this is its real intenticn, why
they should support it? None of
them wants to face election so
soon; the Lok Sabha has fin-
ished only one-fifth of its 5-
year lenure.

The Prime Minister is not on
a strong wicket when he says
tlial the opposition by the
Congress reflects its frustra-
tion, Any political party. want-

earlier stand. The current pol-
icy is not to let the Vajpayee
overnment continue till it
alls because of its own contra-
dictionis. The Congress is keen
oni ousting the coalition and
will take active part in doing so.
The party is already in touch
with those whao left the
Congress at one time. Not long
ago, it was seriously thinking to
form the government on its
own, with the outside support of
non-BJP parties. This ldea has
been given up on the realisation
that the Congress should not be
dependent on other parties,
which may ditch it as the
Congress itself did in the case of
the Janata Dal governments.
Instead, the party has offered
its 140 voles to any non-BJP
individual who can manage to

and thus let Bangladesh enjoy
the benefit. This will méan
joint stralegy by uis explo-
ration companies ainl the loeal
imvestors. Such a stralegy can
avoid government buying ils
owll pfas by spending loreign ex-
change — something that scares
every citizen. '

Of course. the gas explo-
ration companies must be com-
pensated and there must be ac-
ceptable ways to do so. The
agreements could be built in a
way that could facilitate local
use through partnership con-
Lract with local users including
producers of electricity and also
allow further conversion of £as
by setting up of downstream fa-
cilities. In such a situation the
investors would have enough
opportunities to sell gas to local
users and exﬁurt down-stream
products to be properly com-
pensaled. Unfortunately we
have sirange contracts that
force the government to pay the
investors in cash foreign ex-
change. There are experts who
can advise the government ap-
propriately and design suitable
production sharing agreements
that can benefit the country. As
the country has been dealing
with gas and gas exploration
companies for sometime, con-
siderable expertise has devel-
oped within the government. If
enough opportunities are given
with proper transparency these
experts can jointly design the
appropriate production sharing
agreements in consultation
with the international advisers
who, of course, have worldwide
experiences in this sector. As
Bangladesh has so far only gas
as the primary natural resource
we need to deal with it more ef-
fectively.

administration. It may hold up

parliament’'s proceedings to
make the government function-
ing difficult. It will be messy
and exasperating. But the
Congress feels that it does not
have any other way out.

Really speaking, parliament
has ceased to function. So has
the government. The B.JP,
wants to remain afloat, without
doing anything decisive or im-
portant lest il should create
problems. The Congress and
nen-coalition partners look
like blocking everything, par-
ticularly in the Rajya Sabha
where the coalition does not
have a majority. One cannot
imagine such a situation cori-
tinuing for the next four years
when the Lok Sabha elections
are due. But there is no running
away from the fact that very
little will be done by the gov-
ernment. A [resh election is the
best alternative but only a
handful of members are pre-
pared for it. Someoné's remark

iIng 1o come ta power, can be as-"" " def "a voté ol confidencein his ™~ ~thatr the Present” governtment

cribed to such motives. The BJP
or the former Jan Sangh did the
same thing when it was in the
wilderness.

The real grouse of Lhe
Congress is its inability to have
a fresh ;l;:ent:ral election. This
may well be the reason why
there is a change in the pariy's

tavoursin the Lok Sabha. Fay- -

mer " Prime® Minister Deve
Gowda has taken the task seri-
ously.

Since the Congress is going

all out to pull down the Vaj-
payee government, it is deter-
mined o make political caFital
oul of even a minor lapse of the

.can continue for [ivg_ %I’lutf:_ﬁ or
for four years is apt! 4™ :

But the status quo does not
help the country. It cannot
make any progress. India may
go deeper and deeper in Lhe
sloth and listlessness in which
it has been stuck for some time
1OW.

DEATH ANNIVERSARY

A Tribute to Murshed

by Prof Kabir Chowdhury

Justice Murshed is no longer with us. But his example rests with us as a source of noble
inspiration. Today, we are in dire need of men like him, men who can act in
accordance with the ideals that Justice Murshed upheld and fostered.

first met Justice Murshed

most probably some time in

the mid-fifties at a national
seminar where issues like the
inter-relationship belween
nationalism and culture were
discussed and debated. He spoke
brilliantly. His take displayed
his firm grasp of the many
dimensions of the subject,
intelleclual breadth and range,
ability to develop his point of
view through lucid logical
arguments bolstered by
quotations [rom great writers
of several languages, man

erudite references an
wonderful felicitation phrases.
It as a treat to listen to him. One

could immediately see that he
was interested in the subiject,
that he spoke sincerely and
with conviction and that here
was true learning and not its
pretence, which unfortunately
we came across, not in-
frequently. in quite a few of cur
academnies. I was also a partici-
pant at the seminar and he later
complimmented me on my paper.
It was most gracious of him and
a source of encouragement to
e,

Grace, urbanity, good-na-

‘tured with humour, kindliness

and sympathy and a capacity to
appreciate the other man's
point of view, were characieris-
tic of Justice Murshed's per-
sonality. In many ways he was
a true aristocrat, in the best
sense of the term, He was also
firmly committed to the ideals
ol democracy, to upholding the
cause of justice against extreine
odds and to kf:epinF the flag of
liberty flying in defiance of all
kinds of pressures from the
highest quarters. Everyone
knows about his role during the
mass upsurge of 1969. During
the liberation war of
Bangladesh in 1971, a lot of
pressure was brought to bear
upon him o collaborate with
the Pakistani occupation junta
which he consistently resisted
with success. One also recalls in
this context his valuable, con-
scientious and earnest efforts
in organizing the defence of the
A%rarta!a Conspiracy case in
which he threw himself self-
lessly after resigning from the
post of Chief Justice in late
1967. He was very sensitive to
the question of cultural free-
dom. The support he gave to
those who wanted to preserve

this cultural freedom during the
repressive regime of Ayub Khan
revealed his stalure as a imnan of
courdage and vision truly civi-
lized and cultural, and above all
narrow sectarian and parochial
considerations. In 1961 Justice
Murshed played a leading role
In organizing the Tagore Cente-
nary celebrations in Dhaka in
defliance of the expressed oppo-
sition of the Pakistani rulers of
the day. In this presidential ad-
dress in the main function at
Dhaka he gave a moving as-
sessment ol Tagore as a world
poet, a devolee of beauty and a
relentless lighter against evil,
it}justs‘ce, ugliness and tyranny
of every kind.

Iy his role as a Justice, one
teels happy and proud to ob-
serve that Mahbub Murshed
lived up to the highest tradition
of thal lofty calling. He men-
tioned in one of his well-known
addresses that he we gently in-
fluenced by the profound lead-
ing ot Aristolle, Imam Abu
Hanifa, Justinian, Francis Ba-
con and modern giants like
Holmes and Cardozo. For him,
the function of a Justice was far
from being mechanical, Refer-
ence to precedents and exami-
nation of points of law as codi-
fied in various authoritative
books were, no doubt, impor-
tant parts of it, but they were
not all. Let me quote his own
words in this regard: The truth
is that the function of justice in
the task of interpretation be-
gins, flourishes, lives and pro-
gresses in the currents of hu-
man need to which it stead-
fastly responds.” Justice Mur-
shed was ever aware of these

currents of human need. It was
obviously this awareness that
prompted him to incorporate in
one of his stirring judgements
the well-known lines of Shake-
speare from "Measure for Mea-
sure”:

O it excellent

To have a giant's strength,
but it is tyrannous

To use it like a giant".

Justice-Murshed's dedication
to his vocation, total fearless-
ness and fierce independence of
spirit have carved for him in
our hearts an abiding niche of
love. affection and respect. The
Judgements he delivered in the
lamous cases popularly known
as the "Minister's Case’,
"Colonel Bhattacharyas Case
and "Pan Case” are still re-
sarded as historic for his bril-
iant exposition of constitu-
tional law, among other things.

Justice Murshed is no longer
with us, But his example rests

with us as a source of noble in-
spiration. Today, we are in dire
need of men like him., men who
can act in accordance with the
ideals that Justice Murshed up-
held and lostered. I am re-
minded at this point of the clos-
ing words of Presidential ad-
dress that Justice Murshed de-
livered in 1967 at a seminar on
"The Rule and Law". Let me
quote;

"The spirit of liberty is the
spirit which seeks lo under-
stand the minds of other men
and women; the spirit of liberty
is the spirit which weights their
interests alongside ils own
without bias; the spirit of lib-
erty remembers that not even a
sparrow falls 1o earth unheeded;
the spirit of liberty is the spirit
which emanates from [aith that
there may be a kingdom where
the least shall be heard and
considered side by side with the

reatest. In that spirit lies

idden, in some form, the
aspirations of us all. In that
spirit, I ask you to pledge our
faith".

Moving words! And very
pertinent at the present mo-
ment when the spirit of liberty
seems to be threatened in so
many parts of the world includ-
ing our own little corner by the
forces of tyranny and oppres-
sion from the aspirations of us
all. In that spirit. I ask you to
pledge our faith.



