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CID interrogates

six DB men

By Staff Correspondent

The six DB oflicials asked to
turn up at the CID office for in-
terrogation in connection with
killing of Jalal Ahmed Shafi
finally showed up yesterday:.

Earlier on Wednesday night,
they allegedly gheraoed the DC
DB oflice. refusing to go to the
CID office Jor interrogation.

The interrogation was being
conducted at the CID office at
Malibagh in the city in presence
of ASP Subodh Chandra, ASP
Shakwat and investigating of-
ficer ASP Munshi Atiqur Rah-
man. It began at 3 pm and was
continuing till the writing of
this report at 10.30 pm.

Details were not immedi-
ately available,

Shafi's decomposed body
was found in the rooftop water
tank at the DB office at Mintoo
Road March 25 It was identi-
fied on March 31.

See Page 12 Col 8

Dhaka-Calcutta
bus service
likely to start
by month-end

The commiercial bus service
between Dhaka and Calculta is
likely to start at the end of this
momnth, reports UNB.

A 20-member technical team
will leave Dhaka for Calcutta
on April 6 to work out details
about the commercial opera-
tion.

The Bangladesh team will
hold a meeting with its Indian
counterpart on April 7 and re-
turn home the next day.

A similar team from India
will arrive in Dhaka on April 8.

After the working tour on
April 6 and 8 from both sides,
the commercial operation of
bus service may start at the end
of the current month, said a
source at the communication
ministry.

The technical teams will
hold discussion on the basis of
agreed minutes signed between
Dhaka and Delhi in February
over the operation of direct bus
service between the two neigh-
bours.

Alter detailing all the exist-
ing problems, the two sides will
submil separale reporis to their
respeclive  governments for
stgnning e Hial agreviment on
the bus service. the source said.

See Page 12 Col 3

World's population
to be 8b by 2026

WASHINGTON, Apr 2: The
world’s population, currently
nearing 6 billion, will climb to
8 billion by 2026, the US Census
Bureau reports, says AP.

And the total will reach 9.3
billion by 2050, the agelicy pro-
jected in a report released to-
day.

The report concluded that 99
per cent of natural increase —
the difference between births
and deaths — occurs in the de-
veloping regions of Africa, Asia
and Latin America.

By early in the next century
deaths will exceed births in the
more developed nations and all
ol the net growth will be in de-
veloping countries, the report
added.

The world's age structure
also will shift, becoming pro-
gressively older, in comin
years with the population o
those aged 65 and over more
than doubling while the num-
ber of those under age 15 will
grow by 6 per cent.

— Inside Today
Article

Politics of Gas
Export
by Muslehuddin Ahmad
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bition: An outlook; A
long-awaited South
Asian Atlas
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Business

Indian exports bank on
agri output, global
recovery

China, EU, Japan con-
tinue to have unfair
trade practices: US

report
Pages 8, 9

Prayer Timings

April 3

Azan Jamaal
Fajr 5-30 5-35

| Zohr 12-45 1-20

Asr 4-30 4-35 |
Maghrib | 6-20 6-23
Esha 7-30 7-35
Saurcr{: Islamic Foundation

Extra 4-page Special SPORTS & CULTURE every day

CHAITRA 20, 1405 BS

MYMENSINGH, Apr 2: One
person was killed and over 100
were hurt, 15 seriously, as a
Chittagong-bound mail train
derailed near Shohapgi station
in Ishwarganj thana this
morning.

Of the injured, 88 were ad-
mitted to Mymensingh Medical
College Hospital and Ishwar-
ganj thana health complex. The
rest were given first aid. The
condition of 15 at MMCH was
stated to be critical,

The dead. aged about 25,
could not be identified imme-
diately.

Police said three passenger
compartments and two wagons
of the Chittainn -bound mail
train from Bahadurabad over-

From Our Correspondent

turned along with rail tracks at

a level crossing at about 9.30

am,
Railway officials said some

1200 feet ol the lracks were
damaged in the accident and

Train communication was
restored at 9:45 pm after the

railway engineers repaired
the tracks, reports UNB.

expected that train movement
in the route would be restored
by 10 tonight.

Dhaka Division Railway
Manager Rafiquzzaman. who
was on the spot supervising res-
cue operation, told UNB that a
four-member inquiry commit-
tee had been constituted to

1 killed, 100 hurt as train| 4;;
derails in Mymensingh

probe the train accident.

Railway's Dhaka Division
Engineer Liakat Ali heads the
probe body. Other members are
Anwar Kabir Khan, DTO, An-
war Hossain, DME, and Miza-
nur Rahman., DMT,

Following the accident,
frain communications [rom
Mymensingh remained
snap for 11 hours until two
relief trains from Mymensingh
and Akhaura reached the spot
and removed Lhe derailed car-
riages at 8 pin.

Deputy Commissioner
Rafiqul Islam and acting SP
Soibal Kanti visited the spot
and the hospital.

"The train was passing the

See Page 12 Col 8

L

Dialogue with Opposition

PM sees no need

for President's
initiative

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has said she does not see
any necessity of a Presidential
initiative for a government-
Opposition dialogue.

*The door is always open
and dialogue can take place any
time,"” she said.

“All the problems can be
solved through making the par-
liament effective,” the Prime
Minister said in an interview
with the BBC yesterday.

The interview followed her
etting the UNESCO Peace Prize
or her initiative for the 1997
peace agreement that ended a
22-year insurgency in the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts,

She was asked whether she
would request the President to

take mitiative for a dialogue
with the Opposition.

"Why should I make such a
request? The parliamentl is
iunctioning. There are law-
makers of different parties and
the Leader of the Opposition
herself is present in the par-
linmenl. So there is a lot of
scope for discussion. They
(Opposition leaders) should
come to the parliament for dis-
cussions. Bul they do not turn
up properly and do not want to
sit across the table for discus-
sion. Rather, they complain
that they are not given the op-
portunity to speak. This is not
delinitely not desirable”.

The question of President's
initiative (o bring about a solu-
tion to the current political cri-
sis arose following calls from
different quarters including
Bangladesh's development

partners and the US ambas-
sador recently.

The PM said, there is no
logic for agitation against an
elected government since the
next election will be held under
a caretaker government.

Talking about law and order,
Hasina said the government is
taking action promptly when-
ever any incident of terrorist
activity is reported.

The PM said "It is very much
regreftable and undemocratic
when tlerrorist activities are
launched in the name of politi-
cal movement for political
ends.”

Cominenting on reported

See Page 12 Col 4

PDB men to
go on work

stoppage
By Staff Correspondent

Olfficials involved in power
generation under the Power De-
velopment Board (PDB] will ab-
stain from work for three days
from May 10.

The work abstention is in
demand for. what they said.
saving PDB from ‘abolition’,
stopping the process of privati-
sation of profitable power
plants, resisting pilferage of
power worth hundreds of crores
of taka and collection of about
Tk 2000 crore overdue electric-
ity bill.

In a press release yesterday,
General Secretary of Bidyut Ut-

See Page 12 Col 4

ALCWC meets today
Law & order,

donors' plea
for 'stability’
main 1ssues

By Staff Correspondent
The central working com-
mittee of the ruling Awami
League sits today with deterio-

rating law and order in the
country likely to top the
agenda.

The entire cabinet of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina would
also join today's AL Central
Working Committee (ALCWC)
meeting, considered an impor-
tant one at the outset of contin-
ued political impasse and re-
newed threat of movement from
main opposition BNP.

The ALCWC meeting will
also take up the donors’ plea to
sce ‘stability” will also feature
in the agenda.

Sheikh Hasina will chair
the meeting at Gonobhaban at
10 this morning. The prime
minister is scheduled to meet
representatives of the country's
development partners tomor-
row. A donors’ delegation had
already met with BNP chairper-
son and Opposition leadsr
Khaleda Zia at a city hotel
March 25.

AL top-nolches have refused
lo give any merit to Khaleda
Zia’s demand for a concrete dia-
logue on specific agenda with
the government. “If they (BNP)
don't agree to sit across the
table without any pre-condi-
tion. they will do their politics
and we’ll do ours.” a senior AL

residium member and an in-
uential minister told The
Daily Star last night.

He explained “in no way, wé
can agree to their pre-condi-
tions like canceling the just
held municipal polls”.

Today's ALCWC meeting
would discuss both party and
government positions regard-
ing donors’ concern about polit-

See Page 12 Col 5
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eight approach roads at Aricha,

Daulatdia ghats in bad shape

By Naimul Haq

The approach roads to pon-

| toons at Aricha and Daulatdia

ferry ghats remain in a miser-
able condition almost round
the year.

Cars, buses and trucks nego-
tiate those at great risk. The au-
thorities collect fat revenues
from the ghats and the ferries
bul seem little concerned about
repair of the roads.

During a visit to the ghats
yesterday, it was found that all
the eight approach roads, three
al Daulatdia and five at Aricha,
were defective and needed ur-
gent repair.

The approach roads that
lead to the highways from the
[loating pontoons have been
built "Without any support of

compact material underneath.
These are made of mud, sand
and broken pieces of brick
making it too difficult for the
vehicles to move."” an engineer
concerned said.

A transport owner men-
tioned that three of his passen-
ger buses plﬁing in Dhaka
-Khulna route had got stuck up
at the Aricha ghat approach
roads. "Then | was compelled to
hire a truck to tow away the
stranded vehicles from the one-
way passage. | really had a
lough time to cool down the dis-
ﬁusted passengers waiting in the

uses.” he recalled.

A truck driver who also had
similar sufferings at Aricha
and Daulatdia ghats said. “The

roads at the ferry ghats are unfit
for heavy vehicles like the ones
we drive. On an average, each
truck carries about seven tons
of goods. The sandy and sloping
road cannot take the load.
There is always the risk of the
vehicles slipping.”

An engineer of Roads and
Highways Department (R&HD)
said, "The passages should be
built with asphalt layer having
concrete support undemeath to
hold the sandy soil firm in po-
sition.”

He added, “To build a passage
or roadway on a river em-
bankment, the usual practice
should be o construct concrete
pavement with lateral support
to arrest erosion and then to put

layers of asphalt on the surface.
The idea is to create rigidity on
the passage to hold the soil in
position.”

The passa;l;{es, each about 200
metres 1 length, are con-
structed and maintained by
Bangladesh Inland Water
Translpnrt Authority (BIWTA).

A large portion of the au-
thority’s revenue earnings is al-
located for maintenance of ap-
pProach roads at ferry ghats
across the country. But there
are widespread allegations of
misuse of funds by a section of
BIWTA officials and employees,

Every year. at least 10
lakh is allocated to maintain
the passa&ges at Aricha, Daulat-
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80 daily to run her family as well as meet educational expenses of her son and daughter.
More and more women are going into activities traditionally reserved for men.
-— Star photo by Anisur Rahman

Crimes on rise in Rajshahi

By Nurul Kabir, back from Rajshahi

The law and order in Ra-
jshahi metropolitan area is
slill better than Lhat in other
metropolitan cities but the rate
of critnes is steadily increasing.
police records show.

In 1998, crime incidents
recorded with different thanas
under Rajshahi Metropolitan
Police (RMP) were 1009 and 710
people were arrested in connec-
tion with those,

“The number is much lower
than that in any other
metropolitan city in the coun-
try.” says RMP Deputy Com-
missioner. Irfan Ali Khan.

But the rate of crimes is on
the rise, he admits. *The num-
ber of crime incidents rose to
1008 in 1998 from B35 in 1997.
The rate slightly increased in
the first quarter of the current
year. Still, the rate of increase
is lower than that in other
melropolitan areas.”

Khan attributes the "better
law and order” mainly to the
"balance of power" belween po-
litical forces. "The opposition

15kg heroin

Eﬂrliﬂs have strong political
ases in Rajshahi. The ruling
party, which is organisation-
ally not that strong, enjoys the
state power. There is a balance
of power among the opposing
political camps that automati-
calliy helps maintain a rela-
tively better law and order.”
Another police official at-
tributes the better law and order
mainly to smuggling, prevalent
in the areas . “Poverty and un-
employment are the major
sources of crimes in every soci-
ely. Rampant cross-border
smuggling in bordering districts
like Rajshahi provide em-
Elﬂ}'ment to many vyouths,
eeping them away from other
crimes.” says the official on
condition of anonymity.
However, the main areas of

crimes in the metropolis are

theft. burglary. smuggling, riot-
ing. repression on women and
illegal drug trading. Incidents

of kidnapping for ransom also

take place. he said.
The number of smuggling

incidents recorded with the
RMP in 1997 was 35. The figure
rose to 62 in 1998. Fifty-seven
cases of burglary were recorded
in 1997, which rose Lo 64 in
1998.

The number of kidnapping
incidents rose to 12 in 1998
from eight in 1997.

According to. Lhe RMP
records, the situation has im-
proved in some areas of crime.
There were 118 incidents of ri-
oting in 1997, mostly among
unruly youths of different areas
of the town. The number came
down to 96 in 1998.

There were 35 cases of re-
pression on women in the
inetropolis in 1997, which came
down to 30 in 1998,

Twelve people were killed in
clashes in the metropolitan
area in 1997, The fipure came
cdownt 1o eight in 1998.

Cases relating to explosives
came down to eight in 1998
from 11 in 199.

In 1997, there were 11 inci-

See Page 12 Col 8

smuggled into

country every month

At least 15 kilograms of
heroin are smuggled into the
country every month as heroin
addiction is increasing, accord-
ing to police.

Interrogation of suspects by
olice have revealed that
eroin is brought from Myan-

mar almost regularly on alter-
native days. Somelimes the
smugglers travel through India.

Heroin users are mostly
from slums. one of the investi-
gators said. "It is easily avail-
able in slums. One fourth of a
small tablet-size quantity of
heroine can be buug?ht for Tk 50
in a slum.”

He further said, "Many peo-

Star Report

le living in slums or elsewhere
rst try heroin oul of curiosity.

But by the time they find it is

injurious to their health. they
already become addicts.”

Heroin addiction is also
found among students in some
educational institutions and
children of affluent and middle
class families. However, there
is no statistics with the police
or any other agency regarding
the number of heroin users in
the country. - 3

Police claim they are tr_',rigg
hard to detect people involv
in heroin trade, but say nar-
cotics department has the main
responsibility.

However, there are allega-
tions that both police and nar-
cotics department are taking
huge amounts of money both
from the smugglers and traders
and normally provide them

protection.’

A high official in narcotics
department claimed that the
are working with a small sta
and a single official is takin
care of Gulshan, Banani an
Baridhara areas of the city.
"Staff is very limited and we are
always under pressure.”

ere is a total of about 1300
anls in narcolics department
ut more than 300 are lying va-

See Page 12 Col 8

BJP's row with| Ct

AIADMK
resolved

GOA. Apr 2: India’s Bhara-
tiya Janaia Party (BJP) said
today it had resolved a row with
a crucial ally but took a defiant
stand saying the government
would survive even if the
partner decided to withdraw
support, reports Reulers.

“The priute minister himsell
has clarified....and after that
(ally leader Jayaram) Jay-
alalitha has not said anything
about withdrawing support,”
said BJP general secretary Kr-
ishanlal Sharma.

Senior BJP leaders. includ-
ing Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee, were attending a
thiree-day national executive
cominiltee meeting of the party
that began today in the western
coastal state of Goa.

On Thursday, a BJP ally in
the multi-party coalition. the
All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMEK)
threatened to withdraw support
for the government because

See Page 12 Col 4

g Chamber's polls on

Apr 8 seem uncertain

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, Apr 2: A bat-
tle line has been drawn betweern
two rival camps centring the
election of Chittagong Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(CCC&I), sources said.

A [resh election date has
been lixed for April 8 but the
polls seem uncertain as the
CCC&I members and directors
are "sharply divided" over some
related issues that led to a legal
battle.

‘s The division arose mainly

from a dispute over giving
membership to 600 new appli-
cants, renewal ol membership
of some old CCC&I members,
an¢ a plea by one group to hold
the election without holding the
Annual General Meeting (AGM)
of the CCC&I, postponed earlier
by a court injunction.

The election was scheduled
to be held on December 20 last
{Ear. But it was postponed fol-
owing a court injunction after
some members and directors

liled cases.

The fresh date has been an-
nounced after withdrawal of the
injunction, President of CCC&I
Kamal Uddin Ahmed told a
press conference here yester-
day.

Kamal Uddin Ahmed
claimed that the trouble
cropped up when a particular
person submitted 600 applica-
tions at a time in late hours,
seeking membership. This
sparked off suspicion about in-
fluencing the election, he said.

As a result, those applica-
tions remained pending while
sorme of those were found hav-
ing errors during scrutiny, Ka-
mal said.

But sources in the rival camp
claimed that the Chamber did
not award membership to those
applicants to deprive them of
voting rights during election.

The sources hinted that the
rival camp would not take part

See Page 12 Col 3

One killed in
BDR firing
in Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Apr 2: One person
was killed and anther was in-
jured in BDR firing in a village
in Jaintapur thana yesterday
morning.

Official sources said, a BDR
team was patrolling at village
Bagerkhal. They challcnf{ed
some people carrying betel leafl
Irom the border areas. The vil-
lagers raised a hue and cry and
attacked the BDR men. Accord-
ing to a source, 1] rounds of
fires were shot and Jalal Uddin,
30, son oi Abdul Karim of vil-
lage Hatgram under Gowaing-
hat thana died on the spot.
Shaliqur Rahman. 32; who was
critically wounds was admitted
to the Sylhet M A G Osmany
Medical College Hospital.

However, the villagers al-
leged that the victims and oth-
ers were carryving betel leaf
from inside the Bangladesh ter-
ritory and were on way to a lo-
cal market.,

[t was not a case of smug-
ling. The border is more than
5 miles away from the place of

occurrence, they added.

To protest the incident, lo-

cal people held a meeting at

Bagerkhial vesterday with the
Union Parishiad Chairman Ab-
dul Matin in the chair. The
speakers condemned the firing
by the BDR personnel and de-
manded exemplary punishment
to those responsible. They also
threatened to start agitation.

The BDR also lodged a case
accusing 12 people.

Young man

beaten to

death in city

By Staff Correspondent

A young man was beaten to
death by miscreants near
Faridabad police post under Su-
trapur police station in the city
yesterday evening.

The dead was identified as
Ramzan.

Sources said while Ramzan
was playing carom with local

ouths near the Faridabad po-
ice post, he had an altercation
at one stage with the youths.
Later, he was stabbed to death.

When contacted, the duty of-
ficer of Sutrapur police station

said they heard about the
killing and their officer went to
the spot.

The body of the victim was
sent to the Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital (DMCH) for au-
topsy.

Bio-safety guidelines

to be gazetted soon

By Staff Correspondent

The bio-safety guidelines is
likely to be gazetted shortly.

Sources concerned said the
ﬁuideiines have been approved
y the National Council of Sci-
ence and Technology.

The bio-saletv guidelines
have been prepared by relevant
scientists based on study of
similar guidelines in other de-
veloping countries.

Adoption of bio-safety guide-
lines will lead to safe produc-
tionn and use of products for putf'

l lic consumplion.
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