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Onus of life on her slender shoulder

Life has not been a rosy proposition for this woman, pushing her outdoors to earn for the
family. Still, she has not forgotten her prime duty, to her child. With the child in her lap
she goes about the struggle for survival.

Star photo: Sk Enamul Haq

Khaleda
saying 'no'

once again

By Nazmul Ashraf and
Rezaul Karim

Leader of Opposition
Khaleda Zia is highly likely to
turn down yet another BTV in-
vitation to appear on Desh-
bashir Mukﬂﬂmukhi on the
same gruunds that she had re-
[rained from featuring in a sim-
ilar programme two years ago.

The live programme is de-
signed for the prime minister
and the opposition leader to
[ace direct questions from a
panel of experts, invited guests
at the auditorium and those
[rom members of public re-
ceived through phones and

See Page 12 Col 7

Prospects lie in going
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gas-based all the way

A US-supported study may also suggest export

By Sharier Khan

A US government-spon-
sored Gas Utilisation Study is
likely to recommend a drastic
increase in gas consumption to
increase the contribution of
this sector to Bangladesh's
Gross Domestic Products (GDP)
and ensure that investment in
this sector remains profitable,
sources concerned said.

Reflecting the views of for-
eign oil and gas companies as
well as experts in the sector, the

Study would suggest use of gas
in all types of industries in the
country-- from brick-fields to
electronic industries-- so that
gas replaces all imported or lo-
cal energy inputs.

Utilisation of gas in produc-
ing more power, fertiliser,
Compressed Natural Gas and
other gas by-products and in
various other sectors would
also be recommended. Besides,
the study would suggest export

of gas to India to earn foreign
currency, the sources added.

All concerned with the en-
ergy sector, especially foreign
oil companies, are worried over
the low consumption ef gas and
lack of planning to increase it.
In the absence of planning, the

rospects of economic returns
rom new gas fields are getting
bleaker, they mentioned,
Bangladesh's internal de-
mand f{or gas is rising by

around 10 per cent annually.
But the government has no spe-
cific plan on how to handle this
increase in demand . It also
does nol have any plan for
proper utilisation of the gas
produced under Production
Sharing Contracts (PSCs). Cur-
rently the country is producing
900 million cubic feet of gas per
day (mmcfd).

Foreign oil commpanies work-

See Page 12 Col 2

Mysterious death sparks police row
DB men tried to defy CID investigators’ call

A row has broken oul be-
tweenn DB and CID as six DB
men refused to be interrogated
at the CID office in connection
with the killing of Jalal Ahmed
Shali.

Several DB men gheraoed
the DC DB's office late Wednes-
day night after the investigat-
ing officials of CID formally
requested DB to send six DB of-
ficials to the CID office for fac-
ing interrogation.

Shafi's decomposed body
was found in the rooftop water
tank at the Detective Branch
office at Minto Road in the city
on March 25. After much specu-
lation, the body was identified
seven days later March 31 after
a driving license was found in
the same water tank.

The summoned DB officials
were inspectors Ziaul Ahsan,
Rezaul Hossain and Farooq
Rahman. ASI Sheikh Mahbub.

R

Star Report

havildar Bellal and constable
Abdur Rab.

According to sources, the DC,
DB summeoned Lhe six DB offi-
cials in question at around 10-
30 pm on Wednesday and asked
them to report to the CID office.
The officials immediately left
the DC’'s room and rushed to
ADC Nuruzzaman's office in the
same building. The ADC said
that the CID should come to the
DB olflice for any interrogation.

the sources added.

The group joined by several
other DB officials then went
back to the DC DB's office and
demanded that CID investiga-
tors come to the DB premises.

The DC, DB then telephoned-

CID investigating officer Mun-
shi Atiqgur Rahman and offered
him a separale rocom at the DB
premises for conducting the in-
terrogation. Atigur Rahman
apprised higher officials of the

development. Sources said that
after negotiations throughout
vesterday, the DB personnel
ggrﬂecl to go to the CID office to-
ay.
Asked whether the officials
%Jlerat}ed his oflice, DC DB Altaf
ossain Mollah said that it was
not frue. “They only came to my
office to lodge a protest.”
Meanwhile. police have
failed to gather the motive be-
See Page 12 Col 2

Peace s

eems elusive on political front

Dialogue looks a distant dream despite diplomats’ efforts™
By Nazmul Ashraf and Reaz Ahmad

The donors’' on-going maove
to find a peaceful solution to the
political crisis in the country is
unlikely to result in a govern-
ment-opposition dialogue wilh
both sides still mamtaining
rigidity on their respective po-
sitions.

The main opposition BNP
expects a “concrete proposal
based on specific agenda” for a
dialogue but the ruling Awami
League refuses (o make any such
offer.

"Al the moment, the gov-
ernment will not make any
formal offer for dialogue. It is
ready to sit for a discussion
anytime and anvwhere if the

Due tlo circumstances be-
yond our control your
favourite Friday issue this
week appears in black and
white. We regret the inconve-
nience for serving the Friday
paper colourless.

position assures an uncondi-
tional dialogue.” AL general
secretary and LGRD Minister
Zillur Rahman told BBC last

night. two days after BNP chief

Khaleda Zia demanded a spe-
cific proposal.from the gov-
ernment. '

"We'll not give any chance to
the Opposition to reject our dia-
logue offer.” he asserted.

Some AL sources, however,
saird that the pritme minister or
other povernment leaders
might repeat talks offer at pub-
lic appearances. On the other
hand, BNP insiders said the
party would at best wait till Lhe
current negotiation move by the
donors was over and then go lor
an all out agitation against the
government.

BNP has meanlime post-
ponec the April 7-8 rnEEttnF, of
its drassroots level leaders
planined to discuss the next

course of anti-government agi-
tation, apparently to see the
nutcome of the current negotia-
tion move. The meeting is ex-
pected to be held later this
month, sources said.

On the Eid day. Khaleda Zia
lold journalists that her party
muld sit for a dialogue only il a
‘concrete proposal based on
specific agenda” comes from the
government. But she questioned
the government's sincerity
about such an arrangement and
blamed it for not imglﬂmenting
the agreements reached in sim-
tlar talks in the past.

In her March 25 meeting
with the donor representatives,

‘Khaleda Zia also said that the

responsibility ol a peaceful
resolution te the political dif-
lerences rested squarely with
the government which, she
said, should create a congenial
almosphere for this.

While exchanging Eid greet-
ings with the President, both
the Prime Minister and the Op-
position leader reportedly dis-
cussed the political erisis and
the donors’ move to resolve it.

Meanwhile, before the PM
meets the donors on April 4, a
meeting of the AL central work-
ing committee [ALCWC) is
scheduled for Ltomorrow,

AL sources told The Daily
Stat that the ALCWC meet to be
held at the Ganabhiaban would
work out the party stand on the
latest move for
the crisis and take note BNP's
statement made to the donors.

"Primne Minister Sheikh
Hasina is expected to reaffirm
to the donors that her govern-
ment is very much for political
and econiomic stability in the
country”, Suranjit Sengupta,
PM's Parliamentary Affairs
Adviser, said,

resolution of -

Sengupia, however, secs no
merit in the BNP proposal for
holding local government polls
under a caretaker government.
“To rid the country of con-
[rontational politics, we'll ex-
tend all cooperation within
constitutional limits," he said.

Deeply disturbed by the re-
cent political developments,
representatives of 16 donor
courntries and agencies issued a
joint statement on March 9,
calling for resolution of politi-
cal differences peacefully in fo-
rums like Parliament, not
through hartals and violent
conf{rontations.

Later, the development part-
ners sought with all the three.
Accordingly, they met Khaleda
Zia on March 25 and are due to
have talks Sheikh Hasina on
April 4. Then they are also
likely to meet President Sha-
habuddin Ahmied.

—

The Osmany Udyan becoming the casualty!

Ignoring at least three alter-
native sites, the government
has chosen Osmany Udyan, one
of the major city parks, to build
a conlerence centre for the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM)
summit 1o be held in Dhaka in
2001. sources said.

The preliminary plan for the
project has already been ap-
proved and a Chinese technical
team will soon submit the
structural plan for construction
of the centre on around 14 acres
of the park land. The centre
would have a [loor space of ap-
proximately 20,000 square me-
tres, excluding a 600-vehicle
capacity car parking space,

Bangladesh will host the
13th NAM summit sometime
between August and September
in 2001. The summit is expected
to be participated by 114 mem-
ber countries. 16 observer coun-
tries, 39 guest countries, seven
organisational observers and
40 organisations. The govern-
ment is now faced with a
mammeoth task of building in-
frastructure for over 3,000 for-
eign dignitaries,

The centre dubbed Banga-
bandhu International Conven-

{ tion Centre will cost an esti-

mated Tk 120 crore and have all
the necessary facilily. The en-
tire project will be implemented
by Chinese experts, the sources
sald.

Architects, engineers, plan-
ners and university teachers
said the Osmany Udyan project
would not only destroy the
green barrier between the old
and the new town, but also
worsen ftrallic jam situation in

By Morshed Ali Khan

an arca already crammed with
more than 30 large shopping
CEenires.

According to official
sources, the government had
first decided to build the confer-
ence centre at Drum Faclory
area, adjacent to the Prime
Minister's Office. The idea was
to incorporate the proposed
structure with the existing In-
ternational Conference Centre
al the Prime Minister’'s Office.
But local experls were of the
view that the 3.8 acres of land
available was not ‘good enough’
for the "1.670-seat’ cenire and
other related facilities for such
a grandiose summit, works
ministry sources said.

They said the national and
the sub committees formed to
oversee preparations for the
NAM summit then went for
other options. In a meeting late
last year. planners, engineers
and architeets proposed three
sites -- a parl of the old airport,
the site for Military Museum by
Bijoy Sarani and the stretch of
1311"1 behind the Sonargaon Ho-
el.

Sources said for ‘one reason
or other’ the government did
not go for the proposed sites at
the old airport or the land re-
served for Military Museum by
Bijoy Sarani which, they
thought. could be ideal for the
purpose. Both the sites belonged
to the Military Lands and Can-
tonments.

Some experts suggested that
the site near Sonargaon Hotel
would be an appropriate alter-
native, for most of the guests
would be accommodated in the

vicinity. Another reason was
that due to its prime location.
the centre would notl be lying
idle in the future as in the case
of several state guest houses in
Lhe city.

“But in the meeting, we came
to know that a Chinese team
with experiences of building
similar centres has expressed
its willingness to construct the
centre,” said a ministerial
source,

By late January, Bangladesh
had signed a Memorandum ol
Understanding (MolU) with
China after securing a solt-term
Chinese loan ahead ol the NAM
summit. In the first week ol
February, a Chinese technical
team, along with local experts,
visited the proposed site neat
Sonargaon Hotel.

Sources said the Chinese ex-
perts immediately poured cold
water on the idea saying the site
was low-lying and it would be
too expensive and Llime-con-
suming to construct. They said
that they would need a firm and
level land to build the structure
within the time frame, official
sources said.

“After hours of explorations,
it was then decided that Osmani
Udyan would be the right place
for the centre provided special
emphasis is given on maintain-
ing a green landscape around
the structure.” the official

source said,
According to sources, there
are less than 1.200 rocoms

available in different hotels
and state guest houses in the
city whereas at least 3,000 ad-
ditional ‘executive’ rooms are

required in little more than two
years (o hold the summit.

Although plans are under-
way Lo build two five-star hotels
in the city, complication aris-
ing out of land acquisition has
almosl stalled the move. The
proposal l[or Airport Hotel is
now lying at the law ministiry
for approval to acquire Lhe
land, Strong opposition [rom
the BIWTC employees and offi-
cials has forced the government
to float another international
tender to build a hotel at the
controversial Fairley House
site al Bangla Motor. The entire
workforce of the BIWTC has
now got united under one um-
brella to protest the govern-
ment decision to ‘take away’
their 'Fairley House' whic
could be turned into 'a prof-
itable welfare venture for the
BIWTC employees’'.

According to sources, exten-
sion of Hotel Sheraton is not
ossible since there is no space
eft at its premises. Another
reasorn. the sources pointed out,
was that the contract between
Star Wood, Sheraton's um-
brella organisation, and the
Bangladesh government ends in
2004. But a move is underway to
extend Pan Pacific Sonargaon

Hotel with an additional 250
beds for the summit.

Plans also include huge
changes to the capital's infras-
tructure. Flyovers, ring roads
and widening of existing roads
--- all are in the scheme for a
summit the importance of
which, observers say, has sig-
nificantly faded with the end
of the Cold War.

Costly option for NAM summit—] Fear of dr

" Rain is long overdue but
nowhere in sight. Movement in

. the troposphere has been quite

erratic. Meteorologists wonder
whether the country is heading
for a 10-year-cycle drought.

Experts at lhe Space Re-
source and Remote Sensing Or-
ganisation (SPARRSQ] prefer to
wail until the first week of
Alpril before drawinﬁ any con-
clusion. However. the current
sequence - long spell of droughit.
cmne i 1979 and 1989, in the
space of ten years - suggests the
country is heading lor another
one.

"Quite anxiously we're ob-
serving the current dry spell
and not certain yet whether this
is pgoing to be another drought
after those in 1979 and 1989."
said one source who prefers
anonyvmity.

The long spell of drought in
1979 continued till May, while
in 1989 it came to an end in
April with a devastating tor-
nado, recalled some experts.

Experts fear that if the cur- .

rent spell of dry weather ends
with hailstorms, tornadoes, it
will certainly take a heavy toll
on standing crops. the country's
hopes of reducing food delicit
following a huge crop loss in the

last aman seasorn.

There is another strong sign,
too,
Usually, floods of big magni-
tude precede the 10-year-cycle
droughts. The country experi-
enced severe floods in 1978 and
1988. Last year, the country was
hit by the worst flood of the cen-
tury.

Still, the experts think it is
rather premature to jump to a
conclusion.

“It would be a bit premature
to call the dri spell a ‘cycle-
drought’ at this stage.,” one
weatherman said, “We preler to
call it ‘non-rainfall’ situation.”

Weathermen are also wor-
ried about prospective IRRI-

Boro crop and emerald-colour

standing wheat in the fields.

"We're noticing with quite a
greatl deal of interest that rains
could not form al the very last
stage due to erratic behaviour at
the top-biosphere,” said one ex-
pert.

Over the period between
November 25 last year and
March 15 lasl; only one-mil-
limetre rainfall was recorded in
the country at Mongla on
February 6. Besides, there were
some {races at Rangpur and Di-
najpur.

"That's been all till mid-
march, Only on March 16, 17
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ought deepens

By Reaz Ahmad

and 18, Sylhet region experi-
enced 21 millimetres of rainfall
and that is more because of lo-
cal eifects and that should not
be misunderstood as an end to
the dry spell.,” explained one
meteorologist.

However, over the last 10
days of March. Feni has experi-
enced 41lmm rainfall while
there have been some sporadic
rain in Sylhet. Srimongal,
Rungpur and Shitakunda.

But, some experts attributed
local ellects for such welcome
rains.

If the apprehension of the
meteorclogists proves right, the

country will find itself in
rather too difficult a position.

Only two days back. Finance
Minister Shah AMS Kibria told
that the country's last hopes of
economic recovery after the
prnlunli:ed flood rested on suc-
cessful harvest of IRRI-Boro.
Food and Agriculture Minister
Begum Matia Chowdhury
shares a similar view.

Sources in various relevant
departments now have a com-
mon feeling that a high-level
meeting is the call of the hour
when possibility of a ‘cycle-
drought’ cannot be ruled out.

-—

Cracks in hopes

Rain has stayed away, triggering off fears among meteorologists of a long spell of drought.

If the dry spell continues it will wreak havoc on the IRRI-

deadly blow to the hopes of an economic recovery.

Boro production, serving a
Star photo: AKM Mohsin



