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Sports in Bangladesh has
long been a victim of centrali-
sntion. and the divisions and
i~ -1 's outside Dhaka have
v - _arry tales of negligence,
nun co-operation, intimidation
and deprivation to tell. Despite
all the problems, Rajshahi
stands out as one of the power-
houses of local sports. Sheer
dedication and unconditional
love for sports has been the
hallmark of organisers and
sportsmen/women there, and
they have managed to lift the
image of this often-neglected
region by the river Padma to a
respected force.

RAJSHAHI DISTRICT SPORTS
ASSOCIATION

Over the years Rajshahi
District Sports Association has
successfully promoted sports
activities in the district despite
its limitations. The DSA con-
ducts leagues a:;ddjcu?l titions
in as many as | sciplines.
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Cricket is presently the most
popular game in Rajshahi and
it has been the case for several
years largely due to the fact that
India is just across the border.
People of Rajshahi have always
been able to watch matches
telecast on Indian Doordarshan
even before the days of satellite
television and that had a pro-
found influence on the young-
sters. The First Division and
Second Division cricket leagues
have a wide following. There
are 18 teams in the First Divi-
sion and 10 in the Second. Di-

anta Prasari Sangha, Baikali
angha, Provati Sangha and
Reliance Club are the leading
forces in Rajshahi Cricket.

The DSA also organises the
Nirman School cricket tour-
namernt.

Other competitions: Apart
from the leagues, cricket crazy
Rajshahi also enjoys several
tournaments every year such
as: The Mithu-Ainul Memorial,
Zia Memorial, Shaheed Bir
Srestha Jahangir, Ali Imam
Pintu Memorial and the
Metropolitan Siraj Smriti
(under-14) tournaments.

FOOTBALL

With the popularity of the

~1a-gf Lhe vnna throa e
wie country, rajsiiahi Does suil
manages to conduct the Divi-
sion one and two leagues each
year.

Diganta Prasari have won
the First Division Ltitle nine
times .lnce 1975, a local record.
However Rajshahi Abahani
have been makin hicF strides
recently and are the defending
First Division champions.

HOCKEY

There is only the First Divi-
sion league in Hockey, where
eight teams participate. Boikali
Sangha are the undisputed
kings of local hockey. Boikali
have won the league champi-
onship eve ar since 1987.

GAMES '

The DSA organises basket-
ball, wvolleyball, handball,
kabadi; swimming, chess,
squash, athletics, karate, box-
ing, weightlifting, bodybuild-
ing, table tennis and badminton
leagues, and tournaments
regularly.

The Manibazar crisis

Shortage of playgrounds has
never been a proble 1 for Ra-
jshahi. Almost all tl.. schools
and colleges have own grounds,
where youngsters can partake
in the game of their liking.

But in the beginning of this
decade a problem started devel-
oping regarding the use of the
ground at Manibazar.

Documents suggest that the
ground is the property of the Ra-

shahi Central Jail authorities.

owever, it has been long used
as a popular venue for anang
activities, most notably for the

—

Britain to get
tougher on
hooligans

LONDON, Mar 31 (Reuters/
Internet): Britain's efforts to
stamp out soccer hooliganism
took a step forward on
Wednesday with the publication
of proposals to stop convicted
hooligans from travelling
abroad and a clampdown on
racist chanting.

The measures were in a key
garliamentar}r report on foot-

all-related legislation,

"Millions of people each sea-
son enjoy going to football
matches to watch our national
<port,” Home Office minister
Kate Hoey said. "This enjoy-
ment can be ruined by the de-
structive and selfish actions of
a very small, but dispropor-
itiunatﬂljr high-profile minor-
ty."

Of the 29 proposals put for-
ward, only two -- an alcohol
ban and a new offence of likeli-
hood to commit a breach of an
order -- have been dropped
through lack of support.

Plans to prevent peaple con-
victed of fgnthall-related of-
fences from attending matches
were strongly welcomed.

The proposals are based on a
private member's bill put for-
ward by opposition Conserva-
tive MP Simon Burns. It has
Cross-party support.

"The measures proposed in

the...bill reflect the contents of -

our review on football-related
legislation and the outcome of
the public consultation exer-
cise,” Hoey said.

The legislation will do no
harm to England's bid to stage
the 2006 World Cup finals.

Hoey harked back to the
World Cup in France last sum-
mer when English soccer hooli-
Eans ran amok in Marseilles,

atting Tunisians, police and
locals ahead of a match. Vivid
television footage broadcast the
violence around the world.

The bill will make it easier
to ban huulltians from grounds
and extend those bans to up to
10 years for domestic and in-
ternational matches. It will
also make racist remarks by
-@ie person an offence. At pre-
sent police can intervene only

when a group of peopl
racist abﬁrse 111:; uml;unp ol

Rabeed Imam

Mithu-Ainul Memorial Cricket
Tournament. Baikali Sangha, a .
prominent local «c¢lub
‘unofficially’ looked after the
sround and, each year since
1987, it organised the Mithu-
Ainul tournament.

In the early 90's the jail
management began to stamp its
authority and wanted to use the
ground for their purpose. They
started building structures in-
side the ground and the jail po-
lice had their drill there.

Baikali Sangha initiated a
protest, which was supported by
people from all walks of life.

ere was even an unprece-
dented case of a one-day 'hartal’
called by sports lovers in Ra-

tervention f[rom high-ranking
sovernment olflicials and fol-
owing legal measures froun
both sides. the situation h:.
now improved but is far L
being solved.

Officials and players want to
play on the field which is offi-
cially known as the 'Jail
Ground', but the Central Jail au-
thorities feel lhf.{l should have
the say in how that particular
ground should be used.

General secretary of the T)is-
trict Sports Association Zafar
Imam says. "There has been too
much chaos and confusion re-
garding the Jail Ground. The le-
gal owner of that ground is the
Jail authority. There should be

vant documents, which now lie
with the home ministry, clearly
say that the ground is the prop-
erty of the Rajshahi Jail.

"But, as this ground has tra-
ditionally been a popular place
for all the sports l:]‘«:wirllg ple
in Rajshahi, | feel whoever
warits to use the ground should
first come to an amicable set-
tlement with the jail authori-
ties.”

The ground is now available
for sports but permission has to
be sought from the jail authori-
ties. Unfortunately some people
are reluctant to do that. It seems
only ego is holding back the
possibility of the ground re-
turning to its glory days.

jshahi for the ground. Alter in-

NOW AND THEN: The historic Central

no doubts about that. The rele-

o

Jail ground at Manibazar is now being used by

-
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jail police for parade and drills (top). This ground was an extremely popular venue for
cricket until the dispute broke out. The picture at the bottom shows a cricket match in
progress during the Mithu-Ainul memorial tournament in 1995.

— Photo taken by the writer
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Lafar Imam: The 'revered' organiser

Bangladesh Olympic Council
(BOC) secrelary-general Zafar
Imain is also the general secre-
taré,' of the Rajshahi Divisional
and the District Sports associa-
tions.

Zafar, who is a reputed and
respected sports organiser both
at home and abroad, has used
his influence at the centre to up-
lift the image of Rajshahi's
sports scene. Whatever devel-
opment the district has seen
over the years has largely been
due to his outstanding dedica-
tion and efforts.

Now based in Dhaka because
of his obvious commitment Lo
the Olympic Council, Zafar
manages to keep touch with his
hometown at every possible op-
portunity.

The Daly Star caught up with
the energetic gentleman in his
sixties at the Rajshahi Tennis
Complex recently:

Daily Star Sports (DSS): You
are re_?’larded as a legend here.
Does this image put pressire on
you?

Zafar Imam (ZI): Throughout
my career, 1 have tried to put
Rajshahi’'s name on this coun-
try's sports map. [ have tasted
success as well as failures in
this quest. Still I should say I
have given my utmost over the
years and perhaps the locals
appreciate that. But the image
has both positive and negative
effects.

DSS: Can you elaborate...?

ZI: Everybody in Rajshahi's
gpcrts arena has become depen-

ent on me for everything.
Whenever a problem arises,
they straight away run to me for
a solution. Well, I don't mind
that, but look at me I'm not get-
ting any younger. If the local
sports organisers don't starl
taking responsibilities, the
will never learn and they will
be all at sea once I leave, which
may be very soon.

88: Does that mean you are

planning to retire?

ZI: In a sense, yes! [ have
been the general secre of the
divisional and the district
sports associations for God
knows how long. I've almost
made up my mind that [ shall
not run for the post in the up-
coming elections and let some-
body new take up the challenge.
It will not be easy. As a matter
of fact, the (new) general secre-
t will find it extremely diffi-
cult and face adversities; {:ut he
will learn. 1 shall be there to
E_L;jqﬁ and help him, but away

m the limelight.

DS8S8S: What problems does

the DSA have to face? :

Z1: The financial aspect is
the main stumbling block. The
National Sports Courncil pro-
vides a sum, which is highly in-
adequate to run the leagues and
the competitions. We get around
take three lakhs for the divi-
sional sporis association and
two lakhs for the district sportis
association every year. Now you
tell me, is it possible to conduct
sporting activities throughout
the district and division with
thalt amount?

DSS: What about local spon-
sorship? .

ZI: Economically Rajshahi
is not a prosperous region.
Therefore, there is hardly any
local sponsorship.

DSS: Then how do you plan
to overcome this problem in
future?

Z1: Unless the government
and the National Sports Coun-
cil start vo-operating. this cri-

sis will continue. This is the
case in other districts also.

DSS: What is the
source of money then?

ZI: Apart from the NSC's al-
lotment, some of the local busi-
nessmen and industrialists
sometimes come f[orward but I
should say that 'housie’ is the
main source of income for the
district sports association. It is
illegal in some parts of the
country but here we simply can
not run games and sports with-
out 'housie' money.

DSS: You were largely in-
strumental in bringing flood-
lights to Rajshahi But some say
that it has been a total wastage
and that Rajshahi cannot af-

main

Jord to supply the electricity re-

quired for it to function. Has
the floodlights been a ‘white
elephant?

ZI: 1 totally disagree with

those who say such things.
Whenever somelhing difllerent
comes up people start criticis-
ing it. The floodlights are the
pride of Rajshahi. No one said a
thing when the initiative was
taken to bring the lights here. I
was the one who persuaded the
concerned authorities to give
the floodlights to Rajshahi
when they were being disman-
tled at the Bangabandhu Na-
tional Stadium prior to the
Wills International Cup.

No one helped me. You got to
realise we are trying to put Ra-
jshahi's name on the interna-
tional sports map. The lights
being here means we can now
hold day-night cricket matches
and even football matches at
the Rajshahi Stadium. For the
time being we want to use the
lights for international events
only.

As for the power factor, a
generator plant is being built
alongside the stadium. So the
question of wastage doesn't
arise. These lights will draw
hundreds to the stadium.

DS8S: What about the Divi-
sional Sports Association? It
seems it only exists in name?

Z1: It's true we haven't
started functioning yet. But the
facilities for divisional sports
are being looked into. We have a
new Divisional Stadium at
‘Tero Khada' where cricket and
football are being played. At the
moment we do not have an
events calendar for divisiona
sports. But hopefully we shall
have a guideline in the next
couple of months as to how the
divisional sports association
should operate.

There is a director for the
Divisional Sports Association
‘but unfortunately there is a
communication gap between
him and the local sports offi-
cials, Everyone is a bit confused
as to how the district and the
divisional sports associations
should co-ordinate. I am hope-
ful that this situation will im-
prove soon.

DSS: What is Rajshahi’'s fu-
ture in sport?

ZI: We have managed to or-
ganise many sporting events on
a regular basis despite the
shortcoming and problems. As
long as we have sincere and
hard working individuals, we
should continue to do what is
good for Rajshahi. Take a look
at the Tennis Complex, you'll
understand what [ mean. Still
money is and will be a factor in
future developments of sports
and its facilities.

Sport

Beyond the capital : Rajshahi
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SOCOG wants

MOore power

SYDNEY, Mar 31: Sydney
Olympic organisers want the
IOC and international sports
federations to give them ex-
tended powers to drug test ath-
letes before they compete at the
2000 Olympics, reports AP.

Under previous rules, ath-
letes are the responsibility of
their sports' federations until
the start of a Games, when the
10C takes over.

SOCOG will carry out testing
for the IOC at the Sydney Games
but wants the 10C's new anti-
doping agency to give it the

ower to test the world's ath-
etes federations to allow it to
go ahead.

"l don't know what the target
number of tests would be pre-
Games but it's not something
we've budgeted for," said SOCOG
board member John Coates. "We
would be asking international
agencies to assist with that.”

Coates said swimming's gov-
erning body FIN use just prior
to last year's World Champi-

onships.
He said the plan had been
outlined in an Australian

Olympic Committee report on
drugs presented to the [OC last
year. He said SOCOG would fur-
ther pursue it with a new anti-
doping agency.

But confusion remains over
who will take control of the
anli-doping agency, but details
on the structure, mission and
financing were put off for up to
three months.

Officials said the goal is to
have the agency, which would
supervise worldwide drug tesi-
in% and policy and have an ini-
tial budget of US 25 million del-
lars, up and running before the
Sydney Games.

Meanwhile SOCOG's board
will meet Thursday minus two
of its 15 members. Embattled
IOC member Phil Coles will
continue to stay away from
SOCOG business while the 10C
investigates claims from his ex-
wile that he received expensive
jewelry from a man connected
to Athens' failed bid to host the
1996 Summer Games.

Coates said he cted Coles
to return to his full responsi-
bilities at SOCOG if cleared by
the IOC — despite other board
members calling for Coles to
resign immediately.

"I haven't put a recommen-
dation (to Coles) because he's
not the AOC's representative on
the IOC, he's the IOC member in
Australia,” Coales said. "My po-
sition is that the Olympic char-
ter says that he's entitled to be
there.

“I''m from the Olympic
movement and | think that he
has an entitlement and ['m cer-
tainly not going to counsel himm
against that entitlement.”

The opposition Olympics
spokesman, Ron Phillips, lost
his seat al last week's stile gov-
ernment election and a re-
placement has yet to be named.

Spain, France look
- to complete

rehabilitation

LONDON, Mar 31 (Reuters/
Internet): Spain can complete
the resurrection of their Euro-
gean Championship campaign

y leaping to top from second
last of their group as another
round of qualifying matches
are played on Wednesday.

With 16 games being played,
most teams will arrive at the
halfway stage in their battle to
reach next year's finals hosted
jointly by Belgium and the
Netherlands.

World champions France are
another side who will be hoping
to stamp their authority on
their group after a less than im-
pressive start to their cam-
paign.

After surprisingly being held
to a draw in their opening
match away to Iceland, France
are second in group four behind
Ukraine who also held them to
a draw in Paris last Saturday.

The French will be keen to
make amends against Armenia
on Wednesday although they
look certain to be without their
Juventus playmaker Zinedine
Zidane, who is still nursing a
knee injurys

But rather than replace him
with another midfielder. coach
Roger Lemerre looks set to play
a two-pronged attack of young
strikers Nicolas Anelka of Ar-
senal and Monaco's David
Trezeguet, the first time they
have been paired at senior level.

Spain, fresh from their 9-0
demolition of Austria at the
weekend, are rprnmising the

same level of commitment
against San Marino on
Wednesday -- if not the same
hatful of goals.

Barcelona defender Sergi
Barjuan, who will take the cap-
tain's armband in the absence
of suspended Fernando Hierro..
warned his team mates: "We
have to keep our feet on the
ground against San Marino.

"We have to repeat the inten-
sity and rhythm of Saturday
without thinking about the
supposed quality of our rivals.”

oseba Etxeberria, the Ath-
letic Bilbao forward, also
warned against expectations of
another goalfest.

"It's great that everyone is
expecﬂnE us to do well but we as
a team have to go about things
slnwlyﬂ' the Basque striker
said, "We need to maintain our
concentration.”

Spain, who losL to current

roup six leaders Cyprus in
their opening match, are fourth
but can leapirog into first place
on goal diiference by beating
bottom side San Marino who
have yet to earn a point and
have conceded 14 goals in four
matches.

In a tight' battle in group
seven, neither leaders Portugal
nor second placed Romania can
afford a slip-up away against
the two weakest sides in the
Eruup. Liechtenstein and Azer-

aljan respectively.

ortugal have nine points
with Romania just one point
adrift, but close on their heels
are Hungary and Slovakia who
both have seven points and
meet in Bratislava on Wednes-
day.
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An Ajit Agarkar delivery unsettles the stumps of Sri Lanka's Eric Upasantha during the
Pepsi triangular match against India at Pune on March 30.

— AFP photo

India ensure SL depart

PUNE, India. Mar
J1: Ajav Jadeja
played a captain's
innings of 103 not
out as India sernt
L—- "~ Sri Lanka crash
ing out of ithe three-nations se-
ries wilh an emphatic 51-run
win on Tuesday, reports AFP,

The Indians took advantage
of pood batting conditions at
the Nehru Stadium to pile up
286-6 from 50 overs and then
shot the sluggish world cham-
pions oul for 235.

Sri Lanka ended their camn
paign with one win Ifrom four
malches, setting the stage for a
potentially explosive final be-
tween arch-rivals India and
Pakistan at Bangalore on April
4,

|
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India and Pakistan, who
have two wins each, will warm
up for the title clash during the
last league match at Mohali on
Thursday.

Jadeja standing in for the
injured Mohainmad Azharudd-
din and without the services of
star balsman Sachin Ten-
dulkar, smashed six boundaries
and three sixes in his 102-ball
blitzkrieg.

Sri Lanka, needing a win to
stay alloat in the series., went
out of the reckoning when the
rxiJEriL'nrrr?ci pair of Aravinda dc
Silva and Arjuna Ranatunga
were run out ofl successive bhalls
after a 62-run stand.

Young seamer Ajil Agarkar
finished with 3-34 and Javagal
Srinath and Robin Singh
picked up two wickels apiece to
hand the Sri Lankans their
15th defeal in the last 18 one-
dayers.

Jadeja dropping himself
down the order after opening
the innings in the previdus two
malches led a remarkable In-
dian display while notching up
his fifth one-day century.

Left-hander Amay Khurasia
celebrated his international
debut with a delightful 57 off 45
balls adding a run-a-ball 124
tor the fourth wicket with his
captain.

Khurasia hit tlwo consecutive
sixes off leg-spinner Upul
Chandana, besides four bound-
aries to strengihen s claims
for a berth in India's World Cup
squad.

Another one-day debutant
Sadagopan Ramesh put on 43
for the first wicket with Saurav
Ganguly who made 65 after Sri
Lanka won Lhe toss and surpris-
ingly clected to field.

Seamer Pramodaya Wick-
remhasinghe took his tally to 10
i1 the series, the most by any
bowler when he dismissed
Khurasia and Robin Singh in
his ninth over,

The Indians rattled up 104
runs in the last 11 overs as
Jadeja raced Irom 50 to 103 off
just 26 deliveries,

"It was a greal team effort.” a
relicved Jadeja said. "The bovs
put (heir heads down and
showed we can win even with-
out the schiors like Azhar and
Tendulkar.

'l am now looking forward
to meeting Pakistan in the next
two matches.”

Ranatunga said his team
will take a tew days off before
they begin lraining for the de-
fence of the World Cup in Eng-
land in May.

"We will have Sanath Java-
suriya, Muttiah Muralitharan
and Romesh Kaluwitharana
back for the World Cup and that
is bound to help us a great deal,”
he said.

"We rested them to ensure
they were fit for the big event. I
am certain we will be at our best
in the next few weeks.”

Sri Lanka, chasing a stiff
target of nearly six runs an
over, sulfered early setbacks
when openers Avishka Gun-
wardena and Marvan Atapattu
departed by the sixth over.

De Silva and Ranatunga,
who came together at 84-4, re-
vived Lheir team by adding 62
for the fifth wicket — when dis-
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JADEJA ... m-o-m |

aster struck the Sri Lankans in
the 31st over.

De Silva, who made 55, was
run out by Nikhil Chopra when
he responded slowly to his cap-
tain’'s call lor a sharp single.

Next ball Ranatunga himself
failed o complele a run and was

stranided oul of his crease by

Robin Singh.
SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard ol the one-day
inlernational between India
and Sn banka on Tuesday:

IS )

INDIA

Ramesh ¢ De Silva b Upashantha 24
sanguly o Tillekeratne b C

handana 65
Dravid ¢ Ranatunga b Upashanthal7

Jadeja not out 103
Khurasia ¢ Chandana b
Wickremasinghe 57
E  Singh ¢ Tillekeratne b
Wickremasinghe 0
Agarkar ¢ sub (Arnold) b Vaas 1
Mongia not out 6
Extras: (Ib-7, w-5, nbh-1) 13
Total: (For six wickets) 286

Did not bat: A Kumble. N Chopra, J
Srinath

Fall of wkts: 1-43; 2-65; 3-
143; 4-267; 5-272; 6-277.

Bowler: O M R W
Vaas 19 1 53 1
Wickremasinghe 10 1 38 2
Upashantha 10 1 2 2
Kalpage 6 0 M4 0
Chandana a, 0 46 1
Jayvawardena 6 0 45 0
SRI LANKA

o

Gunawardene ¢ Ganguly b Srinath 1
Alapatiu ¢ Ganguly b Agarkar
Jayawardene ¢ Mongia b Singh
De Silva run out (Chopra)
Vaas ¢ sub (Kanitkar) b Singh
Ranatunga run out (Singh)
Chandana ¢ Jadeja b Agarkar
Tillekeratne not out
Kalpage ¢ Mongia b Srinath
Upashantha b Agarkar
Wickramasinghe b Kumble
Extras: (b-2, Ib-6, w-10, nh-11)
Total: {All out in 45.5 overs) 235
Fall of wkts: 1-20; 2-21: 3-77:
4-83: 5-145; 6-145; 7-184; B-214:
9-230: 10-235.

BohiolBBRcisa

Bowler O M R W
Srinath 10 1 1 2.
Avarkar 8 0 35 3
Kumble 7.5 0 31 1
Chopra 6 0 a3 0
Singh 10 0 45 2
Ganguly 4. . 0 19 O

Result: India won by 51

Man-ﬂf-tﬂé-ﬁatch: Ajay
rrﬂdEjﬂ.

Bangladesh Television(BTV)
will telecast the last of the
round robin matches between
India and Pakistan live from
Mohali today.
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YCLE: Three Bangladeshi globe

trotters Abul Hossain Asad (tour planner), B M Zakir
Hossain and Hamidur Rahman Khan started their world
tour on cycle on September 28 last year from the
Southern Plaza of the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban with the
slogan "We Solicit Landmine Free Peaceful World." Tour
planner Abul Hossain Asad returned to Bangladesh on
December 29 [rom Singapore due to inconvenience. The
other two members, Zakir and Hamid, are continuing
with the programme and awail to meet with the tour
planner, Asad, and his friend Md Jalal Uddin Khan
(Mamun). The couple will start their expedition next

Wednesday with the

same slogan.

They will be

propagating the anti-landmine slogan everywhere and
contact philanthropic organisations.
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