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Hasina exchanges Eid

greetings with people

Men, women and children,
from all walks of life exchanged
Eid greetings with Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina at her
Gonobhaban official residence
on Monday, reports BSS,

On the occasion of holy Eid-
ul-Azha, the main entrance of
Gonobhaban remained open for
all citizens without any Eind of
security or protocol.

People in one file queued up
the Gonobhaban walk begin-
nin%lat Mirpur Road and ending
at the prime minister's portico
where Sheikh Hasina stood
hours to exchange greetings
with visitors.

She received the common
people from 9 am to 10 am. the
diplomats from 10-15 am to 11
am and again the common peo-
ple from 11 am to 12 noon.

Those who came to the
sprawling green of Gonobhaban
included ministers to office pe-
ons, lawmakers to litigants,
millionaires to beggars, city
elite to street sweepers, univer-
sily vice-chancellors to pri-
mary school teachers, house
wives to garment factory work-
ers and intellectuals to cultural
activists, Even present were
war-wounded freedom fighters
in wheel chairs. mentally re-
tarded people on crutches, the
blind and deaf and dumb people.

Mothers came in carrying
babies in their laps fathers
came with .their offsprings,
while happy couples also came
in to exchange greetings with
the prime minister on the oceca-
sion. Some people simply con-
veyed Eid Mubarak from a dis-
lance, some touched her feet in

‘a traditional way of shnwiulg
respect to the elders while el-
derly women embraced Sheikh
Hasina with joy and wonder.
Beggars, day labourers and
street urchins were seen in the
long queue where dozens of
ministers and other heads of
organisation were standing, a
true demonstration of the spirit
of Islamic teachings befitting
the occasion.

Some of the visitors, never-
theless did not forget to bring
applications to seek help.

To tackle the situation, the
prime minister on the spot as-
signed some personal staff to
note down the grievances of the
visitors and received their ap-
plications. She strictly in-
structed her assistants to scru-
tinise the applications and take
necessary steps to help.

Ansar and Sona Miah, two
crippled friends who came (o
the Gonobhaban green on a sin-
gle wheel chair from Mirpur,
Kazi Shariful Islam Roni, a
mentally retarded boy who won
a number of medals in different
sports events in many national
and international events in-
cluding the special Olympic
games and Kazi Shariful Islam,
whose agro-farm was destroyed,
all told BSS that this day would
remain as a red-letter day in
their lives as they finally got
the opportunity to personally
air their grievances to the
prime minister,

Sheikh Hasina then went
round from table to table talk-
ing to her guests and supervis-
ing their entertainment.

Anti-autocracy Da§

observed

A meeting of the representa-
tives of various professional
groups has called upon the gov-
ernment to show due honour to
over 140 heroic sons of the soil
who laid down their lives in the
movement for the caretaker
government Lo establish the
voting rights of the people, re-
ports BSS,

While payving tributes to
their memories, the meeting
also noted with deep respect the

SAARC team in
City on
goodwill visit

A SAARC expedition team,
‘Hands Across Borders.' arrived
in the city yesterday on an
eight-day goodwill visit to boost
amily and fraternity among

vouths of the region, reports
B55.

Akhil Bakshi, president of
the New Delhi based youth or-
ganisation "Jubo Shakthi” is
leading the 16-member expedi-
tion team. Noted flimstar Sunil
Dutt is serving as the chairman
of the expedition committee.

The visiting team members
yesterday afternoon placed flo-
ral wreath at Jatiya Smri-
tishoudha at Savar. They will
also visit the National Museum
at Shahbagh., Bangabandhu
Memorial Museum at Dhan-
mondi and the Youth Organiza-
tion Moitree.

Before leaving for Comilla,
Chittagong, Cox's Bazar and
Sylhet, the team will meet State
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Abul Hasan Chowdhury and of-
ficials of the ministry of youth
and sports.

The team is scheduled to
leave Bangladesh for Bhutan
through Shillong-Cherapunji
border adjacent to Sylhet dis-
triet.

‘Hands Across Borders,'
started its voyage on March 3
from Colombo, Sri Lanka. After
criss-crossing the SAARC coun-
tries the team will wind up their
Llour in Amritsar and is sched-
uled to be back in Delhi on June
4,

Death anniversary
of Sheikh Lutfur

Rahman observed

The 24th death anniversary
of Sheikh Lutfur Rahman, fa-
ther of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, was observed
on Tuesday in a befitting man-
ner, reports BSS,

A milad mahfil was organ-
ised at Bangabandhu Smiriti
Memorial Museum Tuesday af-
ter Magreh prayers.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, Sheikh Fazlul Karim
Selim, MP, Sheikh Helaluddin,
MP, Awami League leaders and
relatives attended the milad
mahfil.

Sheikh Lutfur Rahman, died
on March 30, 1975.

sacrifices of thousands of polit-
ical leaders and workers, pro-
tessional leaders, cultural ac-
tivists and democracy loving
people for reestablishing
democracy in the country.

Held at the Bangladesh Med-
ical Association (BMA) Bhaban
on Tuesday evening to mark
Anti-Autocracy Day, the meet-
ing was presided over by actin
president of Bangladesh College
University Teachers Associa-
tion Rangalal Sen.

Among others, coordinator
of action comrnittee of the pro-
fessionals in the 1996 move-
ment for caretaker government,
Dr Jamaluddin Chowdhury,
President of Bangabandhu
Prokaushali Parishad Eng

I[shaque Bir Protik, ex-general
secretary of Dhaka University
Teachers Association Dr A A
SM Arefin Siddiqui, general
secretary of Dhaka Union of
Journalists (DUJ) Azizul Islam
Bhuiyan, treasurer of BMA Dr
Sarfuddin Ahmed, advocate
Subata Chowdhury of Ainjibi
Samonnoy Parishad, Eng Dr
Golam Mostafa, SA Abari. Abu
Bakar Siddiqui and advocate
Parimal Guha took part in dis-
cussion.

The meeting called upon the
opposition not to give in any
such programmes which might
disrupt democratic atmosphere
and interrupt pace of develop-
ment in the country.

The meeting decided to hold
a broad-based meeting of the
representatives of various pro-
fessionals, who took part in
19896 movement, on April 6 at
6:30 pm at the BMA Bhaban to
find out ways and means to at-
tain the objectives of the
movements for caretaker gov-
ernment in its true perspective.

Speakers at a discussion or-
ganised by the city Awami
League in the city have urged the
people to democratically foil
any design to deprive them of
their rights to vote and food, re-
ports BSS.

They also called upon the
BNF chairperson Begum Kha-
leda Zia and all anti-liberation
forces to have confidence in the
people’s mandate shunning the
path of conspiracy. a press
release said. '

Dhaka city Awami league
held the discussion at the party
office yesterday Lo observe the
Anti-Autocracy Day.

Awami League General Sec-
retary and LGRD and Coopera-
lives Minister Zillur Rahman,
Environment and Forest Min-
ister Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury,
State Minister for Information
Prof. Abu Sayeed and central
and city leaders of the party
took part in the discussion.

It was presided over by city
Awami League President and
Mayor of Dhaka Mohammad
Hanif, acting general secretary
ol city Awami League Akhtarul
Alam conducted the discussion.

The speakers said Begum
Khaleda Zia. with the help of
her anti-liberation and anti-
democratic allies, is involved
in a fresh ploy to destroy the
voting rights of people.
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2 killed in
Rangamati

RANGAMATI, Mar 31: Two
men were Killed in separate in-
cidents in the district on Sun-
day and Monday, reports APB,

A yeung man was killed by
wild elephants at Rangipara in
Longdu thana of the district in
the early hours of Monday.

Police said Jahirul Haq, 30,
son of late Lalchan Mia of
Rangipara was killed in an at-
tack by elephants while guard-
ing the paddy field along with
his brother Shah Alam. The
two brolhers were trving to
drive away the wild animals
from the field. when Jahirul got
killed.

His body was sent to Sadar
hospital for autopsy.

Another man was allegedly
killed in a gun fire at Bainy-
achara lorest area of Kaplai
thana when his friend mistar-
geted him while hunting beasts
on Sunday.

BRCT expresses

concern
By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Rehabilitation
Centre for Trauma Victims
(ERCT] has expressed deep con-
ceri at the recovery of a body
fromn the water tank of DB office
and termed the incident as a se-
rious wiolation of human
rights,

In a statement, general sec-
retary of BRCT Akram Hossain,
said the latest incident at DB ol-
lice after the Killing of Rubel

clearly proved that paolice show

serious negligence m discharg-
ing their duties,

«He aplpn:hended that the se-
curity ol the people may be
hampered again by the police if
a quick trial of the latest inci-
dernt is not carried oul, and it
will also not be possible to es-
tablish rule of law in the coun-

try.

The ansar who was injured in a clash with muggers at
Kaptan Bazar is being treated at the DMCH.
| was also killed during the clash on Sunday. — Star photo
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I.l:lian Muslim;pray at
Azha festival March 29

the Delhi Jama Masjid Mosque
This year's festival coincided with a Hindu festival officially

recognised as a non-violence day.

as they celebrated the Eid-ul- |

— AFP photo

Danish minister
due April 15

Danish Minister for Devel-
opment Cooperation Poul Nel-
son will visit Bangladesh in the
third week of April to discuss
promotion of bilateral cooper-
ation, reports APB.

Bangladesh has excellent
cCconomic cooperative ties with

Denmark — a member of the
European Union (EU). The
Scandinavian countr is Aa

member of the Bangladesh De-
velopment Forum, the aid con-
sortium,

Denmark, through DANIDA.
extends [inancial assistance to
wellare oriented programmes
like poverty alleviation in de-
vempin[f countries including
Bangladesh.

The Danish Minister, who is
due to arrive on April 15 for a
four-day trip, will meet Finance
Minister Shah AMS Kibria and
Minister for Law and Parlia-
mentary Affairs Abdul Matin
Khashru.

| 'Humanity is the
essence of all
religions’

Parliamentary Advisor to
the prime minister, Suranjit
Sengupta yesterday said that
the essence of all religions is
hurnanity, reports BSS.

"Human religion is the main
religion in the world” he said
while addressing a discussion |
and cultural function in obser-
- vance of the birth anniversary
of  Sri Ram Krishna
Paramhangsha Dev at Gopaldi
Ram Krishna Ashram in Nars-
ingdi district.

Presided over by Sri Nibash
Saha, the function was also ad-
dressed, among others, by local
MF Emdadul Haque Bhuiyan,
Deputy Commissioner and Su-
perintendent of Police, Nars-
ingdi, Union Parishad Chair-
man Benazir Ahmed and Miza-
nur Rahman and General Secre-
tary of the Ashram commitiee
Shanti Bhushan Saha.

BNP leader
dead

RANGAMATI. Mar 31: Pari-
jat Kushum Chakma, former
chairman of erstwhile Ranga-
malti Hill District Local Gov-
ernment Council, died on Mon-
day at his Tridipnagar resi-
dence here. He was 55, reports
BSS.

Parijat. a teacher turned
politician, had been sullering
from liver cirrhosis, family
sources said. He played an im-
portant rele in the hill tracts
peace process. 1

He is survived by his wife,
five daughters and a host ol
admirers to mourn his death.

Hle was cremated at local
Rajbarl crematoriuin yesler-
day.

Khaleda condoles
Staff Correspondent adds :

BNFP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia has ex-
pressed profound grief at the
dealh of her party's ex-MP Pari-
jat Kushum Chakma.

In a message of condolence
vesterday, she prayed for the
elernal peace ol the departed
soul and conveyed sympathy to
the members of the bereaved
family.

In separate message, BNP
sceretary general Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyan also condoled the
death of party leader Parijat
Kushum Chakma and prayed
for the eternal peace of the de-
paried soul, He also expressed
syinpathy to the bereaved fam-
ilv members, |

Kid-ul-Azha celebrated

¢ From page 1
tended the Eid congregation at
National Eidgah.

Four congregalions were
held at Baitul Mukarram Na-
tional Mosque at 6:30 am, 7:15
ani, 8 am and 8:45 am. The last
two Eid congregations in the
cilty were held at Azimpur Daera
Sharif mosque at 10 am and
Chhoto Daera Sharif Daemia
Shahi mosque at 11am.

Besides, thousands of Eid
congregations were also held at
dilferent Eidgahs, mosques and
open places throughout the
country,

President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed and Begum
Shahabuddin Ahmed hosted a
reception at Bangabhaban on
the morning of Eid and ex-
changed Eid greetings with the
guests, Thgy also hosted a recep-
tion for diplomats and elite
separately at Bangabhaban.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina exchanged Eid greetings
with diplomats and a cross sec-
tion of tpenple at her Ganobha-
ban ofticial residence on Eid
day. She exchanged pleas-
antries with the members of the
diplomatic corps from 10:15 am
lo 11 am. Earlier fromn 9 am to
10 am and 11 am to 12 noon.
shre exchanged Eid greetings
rr;th people from all walks of
ife.

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Begumn Khaleda Zia hosted an
Eid reception at her 29 Minto
Road official residence in Lhe
morning. Diplomats. politi-
cians, elite and a cross section
ol people cxchanged greclings
with her. The opposition leader
along with her two sons and
party central leaders visited the
mazar of Shaheed President Zi-
aur Rahman and offered fateha
on Eid day.

Both Sheikh Hasina and Be-
gum Zia scparately exchanged
Eid greetings with President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed on
Monday evening.

People throughout the coun-

try attired in their best, em-
braced each other and ex-
changed Eid greetings saying
"Eid Mubarak". '
Friends and relatives visited

houses of each other and dis-

ributed meats. Poor people
were seen busy collecting meats
of sacrificial” animals. Many
eople slaughtered their sacri-
icial animals on Tuesday, the
second day of Eid.

The national flag was
hoisted atop all public and pri-
vate buildings llf:;mughnut the
country on Eid Day while the
main streets and islands from
the airport to Bangabhaban and
other important avenues were
adorned with national flags
and buntings inscribed with
Eid-Mubarak both in Bangla
and Arabic.

Bangladesh Television and
Betar broadcast special pro-
Erammes while newspapers

rought out special supple-
ments highlighting the signifi-
cance of the day.

Immproved diet was served to
patients in different hospitals,
jail inmates, children's centres,

aby homes, vagrant and desti-

tute wellare centres. After Eid
prayer, the Ministry of Infor-
mation arranged film shows
and organised cultural func-
lions, keeping conformity with
national principles, in city
parks and other areas. Islamic
Foundation, Islamic Cultural
centres in different districts
and the Cultural Affairs Min-
istry arranged seminars and
discussion meelings on the
significance of Eid-ul-Azha.

Children's re-union and
charity football matches and
other games were also arranged
on the occasiorn.

Divisional Commissioners.
Deputy Commmissioners, Thana
Nirbahi Olficers also chalked
out programmes in line with
national programines,
Bangladesh missions abroad
also arranged programmes on
the occasion.

Eviction of Bashudev Bonik
N'ganj police yet

to nab anyone
By Staff Correspondent

Narayanganj police are yet
to arrest anvorle in conneciion
with ‘lootling’ or ‘illegal’ evic-
tion of Bashudev Bonik from
his 130-year-old business at
Kalirbazar area of the town.

In a case filed with the thana
last Sunday Bashudev Bonik
accused nine persons of looting
his shop, godown and then
evicting him from his ancesto-
ria business,

Narayanganj thana Officer-
in-Charge, Ashrafur Rahman
said that his office had filed the
case Sub Inspector Akhtaruz-
zaman was the investigating
officer. He said that the com-
plaints had sent someone to file
the case. "We immediately need
to talk to the complainant in
person, said the OC last night.

Bashudev and his family are
now in hiding following the in-
cident. They fear reprisal from
some of the most notorious ter-
rorists of Narayanganij.

Bashudev had been runnin
Ramdhan Oushadhalaya, a well
known business house of
Narayanganj, at rented
premises which belonged to the
Kali temple. The caretaker of
the temple wanted Bashudev to
move out while Bashudev in-
sisted that the premises be-
loniged to the temple — not to
Lthe caretaker. Bashudev paid up
his monthly rent to the local
rent control office.

The caretaker, Pronagb
Chakraborty then went to seek
help from local musclemen who
allegedly unleashed a reign of
terror on Bashudev, extorting
money, looting his shop an
godown. finally demolishing
the shop on March 16,

Memorial meet
held in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Mar 31:
Speakers at a memorial meet-
ing at the Daily Naya Bangla
oftice yesterday recalled with
gratitude the contributions of
Abdullah Al-Sagir in the field
of journalism in Chittagong,
reports BSS.

The memorial meeting held
under the auspices of Chit-
tagong chapter of Bangladesh
Jatiya Sangbadik Samity in
observance of the eighth death
anniversary of Abdullah Al-
sagir with samity's convener
sM Jamaluddin in the chair.
The meeting was also addressed
by journalists Moeinuddin
Quaderi Shawkat, Syed Mustafa
Jamal, Abu Muhammad Sha-
heen, Keshab Kumar Barua and
advocate Abul Kashem.

The speakers said, founder-
editor of Dainik Naya Bangla
Abdullah Al-Sagir was an hon-
est and dedicated journalist
who brought out Dainik Naya
Bangla against many odds.

Eid celebrated
in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Mar 31: The
holy Eid-ul-Azha was cele-
brated in the city on Monday
with due religious fervour and
traditional enthusiasm, reports
Bas. -

The Eid jamaats were held at
as many as 70 places of differ-
ent mosqgues and Eidgah maid-
ans i the eity,

The first Eid congregation
was held «t Jamiatul Falah
Complex at 7 amn while the sec-
ond Eid jamaat was held at M A
Aziz Stadiumn at 7.45 am,

Eid congregations were also
held in all 41 wards of the City
Corporalion.

The other Eid congregations
were held at Anderkillah Shah-
c-Jame Masjid. Laldighi
Maidan, Dampara Police Line
Maidan, Parade Ground, Chit-
tagong Railway Polo ground,

Chittagong Universily Ceniral |

Masjid, L’Jhittaﬁang Medical
College Masjid, Nasirabad
Housing Society, Chittagong

Port Stadium, Halishahar BDR
Parade Ground, Bahadderhat
WAPDA Colony Maidan, De-
wanbazar C and B Colony
Masjid Maidan, Eidgah Maidan
and Ameen Jute Mill Masjid
Maidan.

Meanwhile, Minister for
Labour and Employment M A
Mannan, Civil Aviation and
Tourism, Housing and Public
Works Minister Engineer
Mosharraf Hossain, city mayor
A B M Mahiuddin Chowdhury
In separate messages conveyed
Eid greetings to the city people.

On the occasions, national
flags were hoisted atop all pri-
vate and public buildings while
important road islands and
thoroughfares were decorated
with buntings and miniature
flags inscribed with Eid
Mubarak both in Bangla and
Arabic.

To mark the eccasion, im-
proved diets were served to all
jails, hospitals, different ma-
ternity and child care centres
while special pravers were of-
fered seeking continued peace
and progress of the nation as
well as for the Muslim Ummah.

Bangladesh Betar Chittagong
and Bangladesh Television
Chittagong centre have put up
special programmes while local

ailies have published special
supplements on the occasior.

Qulkhwani

Qulkkhivani of Abida Khatun,
former Headmistress of
Shibalaya Govt Girls' High
School and wile of Alhajj Go-
lam Kibria, former Airport
Manager. ZIA, will be held after
Asr prayers tomorrow (Friday),
at 135 Elephant Road (near
Compath), says a press release.

Relatives, friends and well-
wishers have been requested to
attend and pray lor the eternal
peace of the departed soul.

Late Abida Khatun was laid
to rest at Banani graveyard af-
ler Asr prayers on Tuesday.

Tuesday last.
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About one hundred and fifty thatched houses were gutted in fire at Kamalapur slum on

— Star photo
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Poetess Hosne
Ara dead

By Staff Correspondent

Noted child and juvenile lit-
terateur and poetess Hosng Ara
died of old age ailments at her
Mohammadpur residence in the
city early hour yesterday, She
was 83,

Hosne Ara left behind four
sons, one daughter, eleven
grand children and a host of
relatives and admirers.

Born in 1916 at village Peara
in 24-Pargana, West Bengal, her
father Mohammad Ebadullah
was a noted litterateur. She was
niece of Dr Muhammad
Shahidullah and wife of emi-
nent journalist, literateur and
children organiser late Mo-
hammad Modabber.

Poel Hosne Ara started writ-
ing of rhyme regularly since
1940 and her first rhyme book
‘Fuljhury" was published from
Calcutta. One of her popular
rhymes is 'Safdar Daktar
Matha Bhara Taal Tar’,

Her other rhyme books:
Hulla, Kheyal Khushi, Tung-
Tang etc. Another rhyme book
Hattagol was published from
Bangla Academy in 1980.

Poel Hosne Ara was awarded
Bangla Academy Award in 1961
for children's literat'ire and
Bangladesh Shishu Academy

Award in 1992,

She first joined in the anti-
British movement under the
lcadership of Netaji Subhas
Bose and later under Mahatma
Gandhi's non-cooperation
movement.

Hosne Ara was the first
Muslim woman to hoist the
Congress Flag violating section
l144 and was arrested near
Hollwell Moniument in Calcutta
and kept in Alipur, Berhampore
and Midnapore jails,

The namaz-e-janaza of
Hosne Ara wais held at Mo-
hammadpur - Mosque v -
terday afte: whiz o PEANC: ;
she was buried al the graveyard
adjacent to the mosque.

The qulkhwani of the poet-

ess will be held on Friday after
the Asr prayers at her 5/3
Gazanvi Road, Mohammadpur
resident in the city.

........

Obituary
Khurshid Jahan Israil

(Yakutil, the only daughter of
the Late M Khudadad Khan of
Khan Shontola, Ullapara, Sira-
jganj died last Sunday (March
28) of cardiac arrest at the
Combined Military Hospital
[(CMH). She was sixty-nine.

She is survived by her hus-
band Dr M Israil Khan, ex-Di-
rector of AHR Institute,
Comilla, daughters Iffat Israil
Imam, Riffat Israil. Ishrat
Imam and Nusrat Taj and sons
Irfan Israil and IqhaIJ Israil,

Besides her distressed hus-
band, daughters and sons, the
late Khurshid Jahan has left
behind her grieving sons-in-
law Rafi Imam. Principal,
Adamjee Cantonment College,
Tayyab Ahmad Khan, Manag-
ing Director, Diganta
Prokaushali Ltd, Major General
Imamuzzaman BB, Principal
Staft Officer & Col (Rtd) Tajul
Islam Gani Consultant, ICD-
DRB and many relatives and
admirers.

An active member of the
then extant Comilla branch of
All Pakistan Women's Associa-
tion (APWA) in the sixties, she
had earned a good reputation in
different social circles of
Comilla and did participate in
an international conference in
Karachi as a delegate from this
region.

‘She was a niece to the late
actor Fateh Lohani, TV person-
ality Fazle Lohani and a sister-
in-law to the national poet Be-
gum Sufia Kamal.

- Her qulkhwani will be °

at her residence at Hou. . 4,
Road-9, Section-6, Mirpur,
Dhaka after Asr prayers tomor-
row (Friday, April 2).

BSF shoots one
dead 1n
Netrakona

NETRAKONA, Mar 31: A
tribal youth was shot dead, al-
legedly by Indian border guards,
in Kalmakanda on Friday, re-
ports APB.

BDR sources said that Lipson
Azim, 17, of village Rongch-
hari, died on the spot when In-
dian Border Security Force
(BSF) fired at the victim and his
father.

Azim and his father, Cornes
Marak, had gone to a forest
near the border camp of Ma-
hadeo to cut wood.

B5IF men took away the body
of the victim and detained his
tather and later returned beth
following a flag meeting with
BDR the next day.



