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Prime Minister and Awami League chief Sheikh Hasin

a and her party leaders pay tribute

to Liberation War martyrs by placing wreaths at the National Memorial in Savar on

Friday.

—Star photo

Hasina tells Washington Post

Govt striving to meet
basic needs of people

The prestigious Washingion
Post on Friday published a spe-
cial supplement featuring an
interview of the Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina on her govern-
ment's relentless effort to alle-
viate poverty ensuring common
marn live basic needs like food,
shelter, clothing. education and
healthcare. according to a mes-
sage received yesterday, reports
BSS.

In her interview with
renowned [reelancer Lekha Rai,
the Prime Minister also listed
measures the govermment has
taken for mother and childcare
programme, old-age pension,
[air price cards for the low in-
come groups, programme for
Bmviding the homeless with

asic housing and the unem-
ployed educated youths with
lunds to run business or begin
small industries.

Sheikh Hasina also said her
government was laying empha-
sis on education as it was the
key to poverty alleviation. She
said the literacy rate in
Bangladesh has improved a lot
and that illiteracy will be wiped
oul from the country by the year
2006.

Replying to a question,
Primme Minister said, "] believe

in peace and human rights.”
She said the government was
determined to protect the hu-
man rights of the people, In this
regard she said, "my whole
family was brutally murdered
and those killers have not been
punished. These killers have
violated basic human rights —
the rights to life — but they re-
main free.”

Replying to a question about
Bangladesh-US relations, Sheij-
kh Hasina said Bangladesh's
relations with United States
were at its best now, she said the
relation was "v warm, very
cordial and friendly".

When asked about the natu-
ral calamities in her country,
she said floods occur here every
year and the last year's flood
was most disastrous ravaging
the country for the longest pe-
riod ever. She, however, said
that the situation was managed
efficiently. "There was a predic-
tion that 20 million people
would die, but thanks to Allah,
we managed to save them,” she
added.

As regards the availability
and exploration of gas in
Bangladesh, she said our na-
tional interests must get prior-

ity.

40 asst secys

promoted
By Special Correspondent

Forty senior assistant secre-
taries have been promoted as
deputy secretary's and made
OSD in the Establishment
Ministry until further order,
according to a government noti-
fication on Thursday.

The officials are Mohammad
Zahirul Hug, Ranjitkumar
Gharai, Mohammad "Shamsul
Alam, Arun Kanti Chanda, Mo-
hammad Shahidul Hugq, Mo-
hammad Nurul Hugq, Asit Ku-
mar Mukut Moni, AKM Sale-
huddin, Mollah Waheduzza-
main. Mohammad Ataharul [s-
lam. Mohammad Abdul Bari

Khan, Badrul Alam Tarafder.
Syed Hasinur Rahman, Abdul
Hakim Mondol, Mohammad
Mukhlesur Rahman, Moham-
mad Kamrul Alam Rabbani,
Khandaker Rashedul Hug, Elias
Ahmed, Abdur Razzak, Sheikh
Abul Kalam, Mohammad Wajed
Ali Khan, Mohammad Abul
Hashem, Mohammad Arfan
Ali, Mohammad Abdul Man-
nan Hawlader, Mohammad Ab-
dul Malek, Mohammad Abul
Kashem, SH Mollah, Moham-
mad Shahabuddin, Jamil Os-
man, Sunil Kanti Bose, Ranjit
Kumar Biswas, Mohammad
Mamunur Rashid Choudhury.
Mohammad Raisuddin, Mo-
hammad Abdul Hannan, Kazi
Hamiduddin, Mostafa Mohiud-
din and Narayan Chandra Ra-
jbangshi. .
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ur New endoscopy

machine at
DMCH

By Staff Correspondent

The new endoscopy machine
installed few days back at the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH) will begin function-
ing from first week of April.
The machine goes into opera-
tion one and a half years after
the previous one ran out of or-
der.

Dr Miah Mashud Ahmed,
consultant gastroenterologist
at the DMCH said that the new
machine cost Tk five lakh and
is capable of performing at least
5000 enduscnpﬁr.

Patients will have to pay Tk
250 and Tk 500 for each en-
doscopy and colonoscopy re-
spectively, Dr Ahmed said. Pri-
vale diagnostic centres charge
al least Tk 500 for endoscopy
and Tk 2,000 for colonoscopy,
he added. The charge was fixed
at a meeting attended by ex-
perts, administrators and vari-
ous departmental heads of the
hospital, he said.

Patients have been asked to
contact medicine department at
the DMCH for the facilities.

Role of govt in
empowerment of
women praised

Bangladesh government's ef-
forts to promote women's par-
ticipation in all progressive
and development activities
from village to national level
were vindicated at an interna-
tional seminar on ‘Women
Empowerment' which con-
cluded in New Delhi on Friday,
according to a message received
here.

The United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDF) organised the seminar
at a workshop in which
Bangladesh Minister of State
for Women Affairs, Prof
Zinnatunnessa Talukder al a
group discussion elaborated the
steps taken by the government
of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina to promote the cause of
women as well as their partici-
pation in the nation building
activities.

Prof Zinnatunnessa gave a
resume of various steps taken
by the present government to
ensure participation of women
right from lower levels to na-
tional level in order to remove
gender discrimination.
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Leader of the Opposition in Parliament and BN
with party leaders placing wreath at the National
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P chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia alo
Memorial on Friday.
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Refuse of sacrificial animal
Removal from
Eid-ul-Azha
afternoon

Dhaka City Corporation
[DCC) has decided to remove 1he
refuse of sacrificial animals
from the afternoon of the Eid-
ul-Azha day, reports BSS.

On the oceasion more than
hundred of trucks and adequate
number of cleaners have been
kept ready in addition to regu-
lar cleaning trucks of the city
corporation.

A 20-member task force of
the corporation under the direc-
Mayor Mohammad
Hanif will supervise the elean-
ing activities.

Meanwhile, city corporation
authority has requested city
dwellers to dump refuse of sac-
rificial animals in dustbin or
kKeep it under the ground. If
refuse is seen anywhere, city
dwellers have been requested to
contact Nagar Bhaban control
room at 9556014, Mirpur con-
trol room 9004734 and 011-
857868, 019-340880.

Eviction of hawkers from footpath

Steps to be taken after Eid
vacation, says Nasim

Eviction of hawkers from
the lootpaths and pavements
and clearing the slums from the
capilal city are being taken up
next month in a bid to over-
come the traffic jam and illegal
drug trafficking, reports UNB.

Home Minister Mohammad
Nasim told UNB yesterday that
the steps would be taken after
the Eid vacation.

'l have already talked to
Mayor Mohammad Hanif about
the possible eviction of hawk-
ers from [ootpath to ease the
traffic jam and clean slum ar-
eas to deal with illegal narcotic
business." said Nasim.

He said extensive campaign
would be launched through the
electronic media 15 days ahead
of going for evicting the hawk-
ers from the city footpaths and
pavements.

Slums will be removed in
dphases lo curb terrorism angd

illegal trading of drugs in dif-
ferent parts of the city.
However. Nasim said alter-

native arrangements would be

made for slum dwellers.

The Home Minister said
steps would also be taken

ainsl illegal parking of vehi-
cles on roadside and movement
of rickshaws would be restricted
in important citly roads
adjoining Farmgate, Pantho
Path, Motijheel and Topkhana
road.

Action would alsoc be taken
against illegal rickshaws ply-
ing on the streets.

About seven lakh rickshaws
are plying in the capital city of
which only 1,86.000 have li-
cence,

Nasim noted with dissatis-
faction at the mush room
ﬁrnwth of hundreds of slums af-

icting the city.

Toftail says

UZ, city corporations
polls to be held on time

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofail Ahmed yester-
day said that the demand of
BNF for holding local bodies
elections — upazila and city
corporation — under a caretaker
government is "nothing but a
pretext for not taking part in
Lhe polls,” reports UNB.

"To hold the upazila and Ei{?’
corporation elections on sched-
ule is a constitutional obliga-
tion for the government, and
the elections will be held on
time," he said when asked to
comment about BNP's demand
to hold elections under a care-
taker administration.

BNP reiterated the demand
during a meeting with the
donors on Thursday,

Tofail, a front ranking
leader of the ruling parly, said
that helding of elections for the
local bodies and parliament on
the same day or in close succes-
sion "is neither possible nor
feasible.” As per the Constitu-
tion, only general elections will

Independence Day
observed in Nepal

The Independence and
National Day of Bangladesh
was celebrated in Nepal on
Friday with great enthusiasm,
according to a message received
here Friday night,

In the morning, a flag
hoisting ceremony was held in
the embassy premises in pres-
ence of the officials of the em-
bassy and local Bangladeshis.
Followed by a discussion meet-
ing on the significance of the

Day,
Master of the Royal
Ceremony of the Narayanhity

Royal Palace accompanied by a
team of protocol came to the
Embassy Residence and con-
veyed the greetings of His
Majesty the King of Nepal
Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev
lo the Bangladeshi envoy.

A reception was held in the
evening at Hotel Soaltee
Holiday Inn Crown Plaza by
Bangladeshi ambassador to
Nepal Mohiuddin Ahmed.

be held under a caretaker gov-
ernment, he said.

He ad#led: The previous BNP
government made no mention
about the local government
elections when, accepting the
Awami League's demand, it
brought the constitutional
amendment for holding general
elections under a caretaker
administration.

Tofail mentioned that it was
the Election Commiissinn that
always conducted elcclions to
the local bodies, and the gov-
ernment only provided neces-
sary help to them. -

He said that during the last
municipal elections, the oppo-

sition demanded removal of the
Chief Election Commissioner.
Now they are demanding to
hold the upazila and city corpo-
ration elections under a care-
taker government.

“They [opposition) are in-
consistent in their talks and
demand,” said the ruling party

leader,
Ershad
returns
Former president and

chairman of Jatiya Party Hus-
sain Muhammad Ershad re-
turned in the city esterday
morning from Saucfir Arabia,
Eggre he had check up, reports

Chehlum of Kazj
Aref held

The chehlum of Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal (JSD) leader
and Liberation War veteran
Kazi Aref Ahmed was held on
Friday at his residence in the
city, reports BSS.

Aref was gunned down in
Kushtia last month.

JSD comrades, ruling party
leaders including Home Minis-
ter Mohammad Nasim, Educa-
lionn Minister A S H K Sadique
and Dhaka City Mayor Mo-
hammad Hanif joined the
chehlum,
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A lire fighter struggles to put out the blaze thit broke o

EPZ in Savar yesterday.
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Agreement signed

Tk 84 lakh Danish
grant for BAU
seed lab

The Danish government yes-
terday signed an agreement
with the Bangladesh govern-
ment committing Taka 84 lakh
to strengthen the Seed Pathol-
ogy Laboratory of Bangladesh
Agricultural University (BAU)
at Mﬁmﬁusingh. reports BSS.

The agreement was signed by
Dr Mashiur Rahman, Secretary
of the Economic Relations Di-
vision, and Finn Thisted,
Charge d'Affaires of Royal
Danish Embassy, on behall of
their respective governments.

The project aims at develop-
ing research and training faecil-
ities in the field of seed pathol-
ogy in Bangladesh. It will make
recommendations for control
of seed-borne diseases, training
researchers, extension workers
and farmers on seed pathology
and raising awareness at all
levels of the importance of bet-
ter seed health and quality.

Agriculture is one of the
three priority areas to which
Denmark is providing devel-
opment assistance to Bangla-
desh. Denmark is planning to
provide a total of 288 million
Danish kroner, equivalent to
about 207 c¢rore Taka, in
bilateral assistance to various

projects of Bangladesh during
the current year.

Summer schedule
of Indian Airlines

The summer schedule of In-
dian Airlines Limited which
operates five pairs of flights be-
tween Calcutta and Dhaka ev-
ery week will become effective
from March 29, Eid day, the air-
lines announced yesterday, re-
ports BSS,

As per the new schedule,
flight IC-723 which leaves Cal-
cutta on Mondays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays, Fridays and Sun-
dalys at 1430 hours local time
will arrive here at 1550 hours
local time. 1C-724, the return
flight, will leave at 1640 hours
to reach Calcutta at 1700 hours
local time, the announcement

¥ added.

Eid-ul-Azha
President, PM
greet people

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed has felicitated the peo-
ple on the occasion of the Holy
Eid-ul-Azha, reporis APB.

'l convey my heartiest felici-
tations lo the countrymen on
the occasion of the Eid-ul-
Azha." said the President in a
message on the eve of the cele-
bration of the festival.

"Fraternal ties and egality of
Islam are strengthened through
the [estival which embodies
ideal of sacrifice," he said.

The shining example of ab-
negation which Hazrat [brahim
(A) set by the spirit of absolute
trust and belief in Allah en-
courage the people to be imbued
with the sense of sacrifice for
vreater wellare through ages, he
added,.

Shahabuddin Ahmed ex-
pressed the hope that the teach-
ings of Hazrat Ibrahim (A)
would inspire all to the noble
ideals of selfless services for the

betterment of the country and
the mass.

"Let the Eid-ul-Azha usher in
wellbeing and joy for all.” the
President wished.

In a separate message Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina has fe-
licitated the count en, the
Muslim Ummah and the people
of the world on the same occa-
sionn.

The inherent teaching of
Eid-ul-Azha is to attain the up-
bﬂn%ng of sacrificing the dear-
est object in our life for the sat-
isfaction of Allah by following
the great examples of abnega-
tion and benevolenice of our
dear Prophet Hazrat Ibrahim’
(A), said the Prime Minister.

The path directed by Allah
Almighty is not the path of in-
dulgence, greed, lust and creat-
ing anarchy, but honesty, re-
nunciation and welfare of the
common people, she said, |

Hasina urged the fpeapiﬁ to
uphold the sanctity of the Eid-
ul-Azha, cooperate with each
other, share the joy of Eid with
the poor and the destitute and to
maintain cleanliness by not
throwing emtrails of sacrificial
animals here and there.

Independence Day
observed in

missions abroad

The 28th anniversary of In-
dependence and National Da
was celebrated on Friday at dif-
ferent missions of Bangladesh
abroad with enthusiasm and
palriotic fervour, reports BSS,

National flag was hoisted
with the playing of the national
anthem. One minute of silence
was observed in memory of the
martyrs of the War of Libera-
tion. Receplions were also
hosted. Special article were
brought out in different dailies.

United Nations Secretary
General Kofli Annan attended a
reception at the premises of
Bangladesh mission in New
York on Friday hosted by
Bangladesh permanent repre-
sentative to the UN Ambassador
Anwarul Karim Chowdhury,

The UN secretary general ex-
Fressed his warm appreciations
or the efforts of the Bangladesh
fovernment in making the

4ppy prosperous. Slate Minis-
ter for Health Dr Amanullah,
Dr Abdul Moyeen Khan MP and
15 members ol parliament from
other countries, diplomats, UN
officials and journalists at-
tended the reception.

In Washington DC, Bang-
ladesh mission's celebration

rogrammes included the
Euisting of the national flag, a
discussion meeting and milad
mahfil. Ambassador K M She-
habuddin hosted a reception.

The day was observed with
patriotic fervour in Bangladesh
High Commission in Kuala
Lumpur. Malaysian Minister
for Youth and Sports Tan Sri
Muhyiuddin Bin Haji Mohd
Yassin attended the reception
hosted by Bangladesh High
Commissioner Wajid Ali Khan
I'anni. :

Bangladesh mission in
Tokyo cbserved the day and in
the aflternoon a photographic
exhibition titled "nature and
life of Bangladesh" was opened
at the chancery. .

In Beijing, the main features
of the celebrations were cul-
tural programme and colourful
reception. Vice chairperson of
Chinese people's political con-
sultative conference Sun Fuling
represented the Chinese gov-
ernment at the Bangladesh
mission's receplion.

Independence day observed
in Rajshahi, Khulna

RAJSHAHI, Mar 27: Inde-
pendence and National Day was
celebrated here as elsewhere in
the counltry in a gala atmo-
sphere today, reports BSS.

The day's programme was
heralded with the booming of
gun salute, national flags were
hoisted atop all public and pri-
vate buildings in the morning
to mark the occasion. '

Diflerent political and so-
cio-cultural and educational
institutions of Raijshahi city
celebrated the day through sep-
drate programmes, Bangladesh
Awami League, Rajshahi city
unil. Rajshahi University, Ra-
jshahi City Corporation, Joy
Bangla Sangskritik Jote,
shishu Academy, Shilpakala
Academy, Bangabandhu
Sangskritik Jote, Rajshahi
district administration, Mukti
Joddha Sangsad and other or-
ganisations chalked out elabo-
rate programmmes in celebration
of the clag.

"Combined parade of police,
ansars, BNCC, boy scouts and
other juvenile organisations
were held at the local stadium
i the morning. A large number
of people including children
witnessed the parade.

Special prayer was offered
alter the Juma prayers at all
mosques for continued peace
and progress of the country,
Improved diets were served
among lhe inmatles of jails,
hospitals and orphanages.

Rajshahi University Teach-
ers Association [RUTA) organ-
ised a discussion at Juberi Bha-
ban in the morning highlight-
ing the.significance-of the day,

A Iriendly football match
between Rajshahi University
leachers and officials was held
at the university stadium. A
cultural function was also held
in the Kazi Nazrul Islam audi-
taritun lo mark the occasion.

Important buildings of Ra-
Jshahi city were illuminated.

Khulna

The 29th National and inde-
pendence Day was observed in
Khulna with a renewed pledge to
build the country as a ‘Sonar
Bangla' as dreamt of by Father
of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Twenty-eight years ago on
this day the Father of the Na-
tion declared independence of
the country and called upon the
countrymen to free the nation
trom the clutches of the Pak-
istani cccupation forces.

The day was heralded wilh
the placing of wreaths at the
Gallamari Shaheed Smriti
Soudha at five minutes past
midnight Thursday and with
the booming of 21 gun salute at
cawr today.

Dilferent political parties,
socio-cultural and student or-
ganisations, trade bodies and
othier organisations observed
the day in a befitting manner
amid elaborate programmes,

Awami League and its front
organisations observed the day
through hoisting the national
and party llags at its office and

Abida Khatun, a retired Head
Mistress ol Shibalaya Govern-
ment Girls' High School, died in
the city on last Tuesday after-
noon. She was 61, says a press
release.

She leaves behind her hus-
band Golam Kibria, a former
Airport Manager al ZIA, son
Sait Kibria, president ol Kabco
Inc. of New York, a leading drug
manufacturing company in
USA, daughters Lia Kabir and
Lija Asif and grand-children.
Her body has been kept in the
[CDDR.B mortuary lor Lhe re-
turn of her husband from Saudi

Arabia on Tuesday next, where
he had gone to perform the Hajj.
Her namaz-e-janaza will be
held at the Gulshan Central
Mosque after Asr prayers and
she will be buried at Banani
graveyard on March 30.

Late Abida Khatun was a
dedicated educationist thro-
ughout her life starting her
teaching career at Karachi
Bangla School. She later taught
al Sher-e-Bangla Nagar Girls'
High School as Vice-Principal
and Bindubashini Girls' School
at Tangail.

placing wreaths at he portrait
of the Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman in the morning and
held a discussion marking the
significance of the day.

The day's programmes also
included feeding the destitute
and serving improved diets to
the inmates of jail, orphanages
and vagrant homes.

Special prayers were held at
different mosques and all other
places of worship for the con-
linued peace, prosperily and
progress of the country.

Local daily newspapers
brought out special supple-
ments while Bangladesh Betar
of Khulna station aired special
programmes marking the sig-
nificance of the day. Documen-
tary films on the progress and
achievements of the govern-
ment were shown,

Narayanganj

The 29th Independence and
National Day was observed in
Narayanganj on Friday in a be-
fitting manner.

The highlights of the day's
programme inchuded placing of
wreaths at Chas..ara Shaheed
Minar paying tributes to the
mariyrs. Booming of guns
salute in the morning, hoisting
ol national flag atop all public
and private buildings, children
and juvenile rally at Osmany
Stadium, improved diets were
supplied to hospitals and or-
phanages, discussion, musical
'soiree and illuminations also
included the programme,

T Rangamati’ e

The Rangamati district ad-
ministration and different po-
litical and social organisations
oni Friday celebrated the 29th

Independence Day in a befitting
mantier.

In the morning, chairman of
Rangamati Hill District Coun-
cil, Ching Kew Roaza accompa-
nied by other high officials
placed wreaths at the Shaheed
Minar in memory of the mar-
tyrs of the Liberation War.

A smart march-past was
staged on the old court buildin
ground by the students of loc
schools, boy scouts and girl
guides, ansars and police,
Chairman Ching Kew Roaza
took the salute.

As part of the celebration of
the day, Ching Kew Roaza met
the freedom fighters and the
family members of the Libera-
tion War martyrs.

A discussion meeting was
held in the evening in the local
town hall.

Improved diets were served
in the orphanages, jail and
hospital.

Special prayers were offered
in mosques seeking peace for
the martyrs and prosperity of
the nation. Milad mahfil was
also held in the mosques,

Cultural programmes were
held in the tribal cultural insti-
tute and Shilpakala Academy

in the evening marking the day.

More cooperation
between Ctg WASA
and PDB stressed

CHITTAGONG, Mar 27:
Deputy Minister for Local Gov-
ernment, Rural Development
and Cooperatives Saber Hos-
sain Chowdhury. today called
for better coordination between
Chittagong WASA and the
Power Development Board to
ensure uninterrupted supply of

water in the port city, a PID"

hand out said here, reports BSS,

The deputy minister while
presiding over a coordination
meeting of the two agencies at
WASA office here said that if
power supply is not regularised,
supply of water would be inter-
rupted.

The coordination meeting
was attended by high officials
of Chittagong WASA and PDB.

The deptttg minister was ap-
prised that LGRD had proposed
a Tk 3.25 crore project for con-
struction of power extension
line for round-the-clock power
supply to 24 deep tubewells in
Mohra area of the city.

The deputy minister was
also informed that water supply
in the port city would improve
substantially when the pro-
posed project is implemented.

Ammunition
seized in

Rangamati

RANGAMATI, Mar 27: Army
troops posted at the remote
Sajek valley in this hilly dis-
Lrict today seized a large num-
ber of ammunition used in
poini two-two bore rifle from a
g:i-“,%ﬂl man, police said, reports
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Beximco

From Page 1

honesty and fraudulent activi-
lies in the bank, the petitioner

said.

The petitioner alleged that
the entire process was illegally
and fraudulently schemed to
manipulate as the money was
illegally deposited into the STD
account of BCIL through what is
known as Inland Bill Purchase
(IBP). The IFIC branch bought a
cheque, issued by Mallik Export
Limited drawn on AB Bank's
Cox’s Bazar branch, in favour
of BCIL Limited.

But prior to depositing the
money in the STD account, the
balance in the account was Tk
7.98 lakh, the petitioner poin-
ted out.

The cheque issued by Mallik
however returned “dishonou-
red” from AB Bank on No-
veniber 11, 1996. !

"And in order to cover up the
[raud and to avoid detection, '
the accused then adjusted IFIC's
own 1BP account by creating a-
loan of Tk 1.75 crore in favour'
of BCIL.” the shareholder said
in the petition.

He also pointed out that ac-
coimt ol Mallik Exports with
AB Bank was operated by Md
Nawaz and Md Sohel who were
also si%[naturies for operating.
AB Bank's Cox’'s Bazar account
of Beximco Fisheries of which
Sohel F Rahman and Salman F'
Rahman are chairman and
vice-chairman.

He also said AKM Kutubud-"
din, a director of Beximco Fish-'
eries Limited, introduced
Mallik Export Ltd to the Cox's
Bazar of AB Bank.

He also said that in a similar
manner both the accused de-
Posited two cheques of Tk 25
akh and Tk 3.80 crore on
November 5, 1996 and Novem-
ber 10, 1996 respectively in the
same BCIL account with the
IFIC Dhanmondi branch, “And
a total amount of Tk 4.05 crore
was credited into their account
by debiting IFIC Bank’s own
IBP account without sending
the cheques for clearances.

“And on sending the cheques
for clearances they returned
dishonoured. But in the mean-
time accused in collusion with
the Abbas Uddin Ahmed and
Chandra Shekhar Biswas took
away Tk 4.05 crore from IFIC
bank,"” the petitioner said.

He also said that by present-
ing fraudulent cheques issued
by Mallik Exports the accused
took away a further sum of Tk
24.57 crores from IFIC's IBP ac-
COUTLS.

The petitioner also said that
“by using fraudulent cheques a
total of Tk 8.80 crores by debit-
ing IFIC Bank . own [BP za:-
counts before clearance of the
cheques so deposited in the
BCIL account with the Dhan-

o

mondi branch and subse-
quently as the cheques were
sent for clearance those re-

turned dishonoured.”

He said that the accused in
collusion with the bank offi-
cials secured some Tk 155.53
crore from IFIC Bank by “using
261 fraudulent cheques by using

| various accounts of Beximeg,
"Gtoup of companies” between

-Lllgnua:j,r 1, 1996 and August 4,
97.

The petitioner also said that
accused Salman and Schel F

Rahman obtained huge sums of
money from Motijheel Brach of
IFIC Bank in the name of
Baghkhali Fisheries Ltd. And
after detection by central bank
inspectors, the accused admit-
ted their offences and involve-
ment in the fraud.

Later, in their capacity as
chairman and vice-chairman
the BCIL. they gave a corporate
guarantee that the BCIL would
repay Tk 9.93 crore (on Decem-

ber 31, 1996) in loan liabilities
of Baghk)ali.

Army experts
From Pagell

Police is looking for Gopal
while Abul Lais has been shown
as arrested in the hospital, a po-
lice official said.

Meanwhile, Muhibur Rah-
man Manik at a press confer-
ence at the Sylhet Circuit House
today demanded a judicial en-
quiry into the incident.

He reiterated that the inci-
dent was pre-planned and de-
signed to kill him.

Manik alleged that the SP of
Sunamganj, Assaduzzaman
Miah, had long been involved
in the conspiracy against him.

"l lodged a number of com-
plaints against police officer
with different authorities in-
cluding the Primme Minister in
the last few vears. But, mysteri-
ously, no action has been taken.
Rather, he has been posted in
the same district after being
promoted from the post of Addi-
tional SP. | will raise the issue
in the Jatiya Sangsad when the
session resumes on April 4," he
said.

Replying to a question the
ruling party MP said, "I got the
me e in Dhaka and rushed:
to Chhatak same night. I saw a
contingent of police on the,
premises of my house. The
seizure of bomb-making mate-
rial by police and the magis-
trate after 22 hours of the inci-
dent is mysterious.

"The SP joined handsw a
strong group with the common
intention to ruin me politically
as well as physically. Now, they"
are trying to prove my house as
a weapons store. Recovery of
live bombs as well as bomb-
making materials, inoperative
bombs etc. after 11 days of the
incident from the house which
was under police custody is also
mysterious,” he said.

After the Eid vacations,
Chhatak and Doarabazar thana
units of Awami League will hold
a meeting and announce pro-
grammes against all conspira-
cies, said Manik, vice-president
of district unit of the ruling
party.

The press conference was
also attended by six Union
Parishad chairmen, Chhatak
thana AL president and a good
number of local leaders and
workers of the party.

Meanwhile, the Chhatak
thana unit of BNP at a public
meeting yesterday gave a 15-day
ultimatum to the government
for arrest of the persons re-
sponsible for the incident and
their punishment.



