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Sprit of Sacrifice

Eid-ul-Azha, the second biggest festival of the
Muslim World, is just a day away. A fervour of both
commemoration and festivity fills the air. The
commemorative part is highly important because
that is where essentially lies the cause for rejoicing
over something truly great and ennobling that
happened in the pre-Islamic era. Occasion reminds
us of the supreme test of sacrifice Hazrat Ibrahim
(Peace Be Upon Him), underwent in his manifest
love for and loyalty to Almighty Allah. The mes-
sage is powerfully and transcendentally symbolic
because his son Hazrat Ismail (Peace Be Upon Him)
whom he had made up his mind to part with in the
name of Almighty, survived; it was an animal
which lay sacrificed instead.

So, the mirth and festivity we see have solemn
origins and therefore need to be associated with
sobriety and restraint. The sum-total of the moral
is sacrifice in the name of Allah which in effect is
for the spiritual and material benefit of the people.
Gluttony and wholesale meat eating are far out of
line and that is why giving away meat has been
emphasied in no unmistakable terms, In the same
vein, there can be diversification in the choice of
animals which is now bovine-centred.

With the rising urban population Qurbani is be-
ing performed on an increasing scale year after
year. It is imperative that we put knife to the ani-
mals, skin and disembowel them at designated
places rather than doing all these wherever we
wished. In the disposal of animal cases, blood
splotches and other remains we need to be very
particular about the simple rules of hygiene and
sanitation. :

While the individuals can dig holes to bury the
things topping these off with suitable disinfec-
tants, the municipal ward commissioners better
keep tab of things and handle the problems as they
arise rather than waiting for rains to wash out.

The largest collection of animal hides and skins
takes place in this season, and, for all we know, the
leather industry is bank-rolled heavily to pur-
chase the skins, season them and make these into
leather and leather products. Let them take a vow
this time to repay the bank loans on time. That is a
legitimate 'sacrifice’ we can perhaps expect from
them as a contribution to good economies.

A happy and rewarding Eid-ul-Azha to fellow
countrymen. . 3

Balkans Flash-point

The NATO assault on Yugoslavia on the plea of
ensuring peace in the Balkans and security for the
Kosovans of Albanian descent, and forcing Serb
leader Slobodan Milosevic into an agreement with
the KLA has certainly come as a severe blow to the
United Nations. The alliance, led by the United
States, has shown utter disregard for the UN Char-
ter, which pledges protection of sovereignty and
territorial integrity of member-states. It has un-
dermined the UN role in matters of global peace
and stability. NATO simply felt no need for Secu-
rity Council's endorsement, a pre-requisite for
such an action. Despite opposition from China and

Russia, two key members on the Security Council,
NATO, by forging ahead with the plan, has not only
yielded to the American pressure but also put a big
question-mark on the efficacy of the UN system as
tested through the lack of consensus at the UNSC
on such an important issue.

The NATO intervention has apparently done

more harm than good to the Kosovans, multiplying
the degree of atrocities unleashed on the ethnic Al-
banians by the Serbs. They are now at the mercy of
Milosevic's men. The result: mass exodus to Mace-
donia and Albania, which are already burdened
with refugees from the war-torn Kosovo. Besides,
the fear is that the NATO operations, if prolonged,
may eventually involve the neighbouring coun-
tries and trigger off a greater war in the Balkans. In
thait case, NATO will be responsible, not Milosevic
only. ;
Certainly, the Serb leader’s obstinacy has given
rise to the crisis. He has simply dismissed the idea
of a negotiated settlement. His indifference, first to
the call of the peace-brokers and then the warning
from NATO, has, for the moment at least, pushed
the whole issue out of the negotiators’ reach to the
territory of the generals.

There should be an end to the crisis in the
Balkans sooner than later and, in our opinion, it is

only possible through diplomatic, not military,
manoeuvres.

Explosives in MP's House!

The recovery of explosives by Army experts from
the house of a sitting MP of the ruling party from
Chhatak, has been quite an eye-opener. According
to press reports a 9-member Army explosives ex-
pert team headed by a senior officer in presence of
local police recovered a hujge number of homemade
bombs from the house of the local MP Muhibur
Rahman Manik. The bombs were detonated in a
field near the house by the experts and the house
was finally handed over to the brother of the MP.
When two persons were killed in a blast in that
house on the 15th of March, it was reported in a

section of the national press that the bombs went |

off as they were being made on the first flour of the
house. Police is still looking for a suspect who took
Arif, since deceased, from Sylhet to Chhatak on
that fateful day. But as the news spread the MP
‘was prompt enough to dub it as an assassination
attempt on him by his rivals from outside the
house. The results of the search and recovery mis-
sion by the Army experts have proved the existence
of explosive materials in the compound of an
elected MP's house.

While people are already groaning under
terrorist activities across the country by in-
dividuals as well as organised gangs resulting in
wanton killings and maiming of innocent people,
the least we need is such news.. The government is
already upto its neck with deteriorating law and
order situation and the revelation about the MP's
house has only added an insult to the injury.

Much have we heard about the determination of
political leaders to the Home Minister to root out
terrorisms and terrorists, irrespective of party af-
filiation and allegiance, but in vain. This is one
good example, for the government to redeem its
pledges. What is the party position of Awami
League on this issue? We believe appropriate action
will be taken in this rcgard to instill confidence in
the minds of the law-abiding citizens of the coun-
try. | »
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ATO, an essentially a de-"
fensive Trans-Atlantic

alliance, wunleashed
missile and bombing raids on
24 March on Yugoslavia aimed
at bringing President Milosevic
to the negotiating table to accept
the peace plan with NATO
troops stationed in Kosovo to
monitor the peace deal. The
lroops are required, according
to NATO, to keep peace and not
to make peace. At the time of
writing continued bombing
went into three days on
Yugoslavia.

It may be recalled that the
second phase of peace-talks
started in France on 15th
March, On 18th March the
Kosovo Albanians unilaterally
signed the peace deal calling for
an interim autonomy and
28,000 NATO troops to imple-
ment it. The Serbs delegation
refused to sign and the talks
were suspended. There was a
last minute diplomatic effort to
clinch an agreement with the
Serbian leadership but it failed
because according to President
Milosevic the “freedom of entire
country” was at stake and
Kosovo was “only the door in-
tended to allow foreign troops
to come” in the country. The US
special envoy Richard Hol-
brooke declared on March 23
that he could not persuade Pres-
ident Milosevic to agree on the
peace plan. Thereafter NATO
authorised air strikes and Yu-
goslavia declared state of emer-
gency. On 24th air strikes be-

gan,
What is the Purpose of

the Air Strikes?

Both President Clinton and
British Prime Minister Tony
Blair had taken the opportu-
nity to explain why Kosovo was
important to the West and
hence its security. The Balkan
area continues to be volatile.
For more than one year the Yu-
goslav military machine at-
tacked the Kosovo Albanians
and more than 2000 people

were killed. Almost 450,000 Al- ]

! believe that air strikes wilhout and others after Yugoslavia's public opinion to turn against Genevd,

ROFUSELY cajoled and in-

fatuated by a gruug of pee-

vish yesmen in the party
who have been day-dreaming
that their leader Hossain Mo-
hammad Ershad would again
come back to power, the ex-
President has tentatively con-
firmed opening yet another
front within Jatiya Party. It is
likely to take a positive shape
when the scar of the last breach
belween him and Kazi Jafar,
Shah Muazzem and others is
yet to heal. Both Jafar and
Muazzem served their versatile
leader with many a bitter pills
in their parting moments.
Those were literally civic slan-
ders. nauseating and unpalat-
able. Veteran Mizanur man
Chowdhury also had a bad deal
from Ershad for some of his
critical comments:.on the lat-
ter's awful handling of the party
affairs, Ershad reacted in-
stantly by way of relieving Mr.
Chowdhury of his position as
the Seniormost Vice-Chairman
of Jatiya Party., Soon he
lamented his action, belatedly
realizing that Anwar Hossain
Manzu would get a tardier han-
dle to average his unceremoni-
ous dismissal from the party
Secretary Generalship joining

hands with the old man Mizan .

Chowdhury. He was persuaded
to come back home but that too,
had a very short life.

This time the feud was obvi-
ously on the issue of boycotting
the municipal election and ac-
cepting Begum Zia, or for that
matier, BNP leadership. Mizan
Chowdhury could not but detest
the unholy alliance with Ja-
mat-e-Islami — an abettor in
the 1971 holocaust. From his
statement on non-participation
in the municipal election an
one could TEES the farsighted-
ness of the seasoned politician.
Ershad felt utterly ridiculed

'NATO’s Big Gamble on Kosovo

by Barrister Harun ur Rashid

There is a strong view that there is no guarantee the bombi
stationing ground troops by the NATO countries.

ng will achieve anything without
Strategists believe that air strikes without ground

support appears to be futile. It is like a work half-done with the result that the Kosovo Albanians
will be left more vulnerable to the attack of Serbs. One big unanswered question remains is what
is the exit-strategy of NATO? What if the bombing did not stop Serbs from attacking Kosovo Albani-

ans and President Milosevic holds out against peace?

banians refugees have been
forced to leave Kosovo. Geo-
raphically Kosovo is located

tween Asia, Europe and the
Middle East and the meeting

E\?mt of Islam, Orthodox and
estern Christianity. :
President Clinton said that
Kosovo "had all the ingredients
for a major war.” He argued that
in both in World War 1 and 1[I
Europe was slow to recognise
the dangers and the world did
not act quickly enough to stop
that war either. The US fears
that the war against the Kosovo
Albanians could spill over into
Macedonia, Albania and Mon-

tenegro, which in turn could
bring Turkey and Greece and
may be Russia into a wider con-
flict.

Prime Minister Blair justi-
fied the military attack on hu-
manitarian ground and said
that the strikes were aimed at
halting Serb’'s assault on ethnic
Albanians in Kosovo. He fur-
ther said that it would continue
until President Milosevic ended
the repression in Kosovo.
French President Jacgues
Chirac called on Yugoslav's
President to resume peace talks
and said that the strikes had
been motivated by “the defence
of peace and human rights in
Europe”.

The question that arises is :
whether NATO's air action
against Yugoslavia will be able
to achieve the declared purpose.
There is a strong view that
there is no guarantee the bomb-
ing will achieve anything with-
out stationing ground troops by
the NATO countries. Strategists

round support appears to be
utile. It is like a work half-
done with the result that the
Kosovo Albanians will be left
more vulnerable to the attack of
Serbs. One big unanswered
question remains is what is the
exit-strategy of NATO? What if
the bombing did not stop Serbs
from attacking Kosovo Albani-
ans and President Milosevic
holds out against peace?

One may argue that Yu-
gus]awa is no Iraq. The Serbian
orces are better equipped than
Iraq's. Yugoslavia has MIG
fighters, substantial anti-air-
craft defences, surface-to-air
missiles and fighter planes as
well as major combat experi-
ence. Another factor is that
Kosovo is known to be Serb's
heart land and Serbs regard
Kosovo as a symbol of their his-
tory and faith. A view prevails
that Serbia’'s propaganda has
kept most of the Serbs so co-
cooned from reality that NA-
TO's attack may enhance the
Serbian victim mentality and
is likely to harden the hearts of
the Serbs.

What is President

Milosevic’s Strategy?

Serbs believe that without
Kosovo there is no Yugoslavia
and the country will disinte-
grate without Kosovo. Even the
emotional ties with Kosovo of
the millions of overseas Serbs
(1.2 million Serbs live in NATO
coumntries) run strong, although
they remain hostile to the au-
thoritarianism of President
Milosevic as many had left un-
der the post-war communism

1991 war of secession. In:

Switzerland, the home of
80,000 Serbs, the head of the
Voice of Yugo-Diaspora Milan
Bodi appears to have summed
up the mood in the followin
words: “The Serbs suffere
ﬁreaﬂy from communist terror.
ow they all support Milosevic
despite the fact that he does the
greatest harm to the Serbs.”

Given the strong feelings
among the Serbs over Kosovo,
President Milosevic knows that
he is better off than he had con-
ceded to the peace plan. He
thinks that he will lose support
from his people if he does not
retain power over Kosovo, no
matter how small that Kosovo
is over which he presides. That
ls why ethnic cleansing in
Kosovo remains unabated even
during the air strikes so that a
part of Kosovo remains without
Albanian population,

Military experts were sur-
prised by the lack of obvious re-
sistance from Yugoslav's re-
portedly substantial anti-air-
craft facilities, Why is he con-
serving his military might?
The reasons are not far to seek.

There is a view that that he
is pregared for a prolonged fight
and that is why he is not using
his military power. Probably he
is waiting for the NATO ground
troops. Secondly, as the days
pass, he thinks that the unity of
NATO alliance may crack.
Greece, a member of NATO, has
not approved the air action
against Yugoslavia. Italy ap-
pears to be shaky in continuing
the strikes. Thirdly, President
Milosevic is waiting for the

the NATO governments. If there
is any casualty of NATO air-
men, the opinion is bound to
change. Vietnam and
Afghanistan are constant re-
minders to them as to what can
happen in an unpredictable war
in a foreign country. A group of
western public think that the
attack is immoral without the
sanction of the United Nations.
Under these circumstances it
appears that President Milose-
vic is much hoping that the
NATO will want to negotiate
with him and he then can set
his own terms.

Opposition to the

Airstrikes

Russia opposed the air
strikes. Prime Minister Pri-
makov cancelled his trip to
Washington while he was on
his way to the US, Russia has
expelled the NATO representa-
tive in Moscow and ceased all
cooperation with NATO. The
nationalist Russians consider
that NATO is restarting the

Cold War again and the rela-
tions belween the US and Rus-
sia would undoubtedly change.
Russia is already put into an
uncomfortable position when
three of its Warsaw Pact coun-
tries — Poland, Czech Republic
and Hungary — joined recently
NATO which is now at Russia's
doorstep.

China objects to the NATO's
action on the ground that the
strikes had no approval from
the Security Council of the UN.
The Secretary General of the UN
gave a cautious support and
maintained that the Security

Council should have been con-

The Politicians and Our Entreaties

by Kazi Alauddin Ahmed

There has been a news in the air that the
dialogue with the opposition soon.
_pursued towards a mutually accepta

Government was preparing itself to initiate a formal
This is indeed a good omen and should be very carefully
ble solution of the problems confronting the whole nation,

and this time he stripped Miza-
nur Rahman Chowdhury of
even the prim membership
of the party. Such a scenario is
now taken to be prelude to a ma-
jor tremor rocking the party
citadel to a collapse.

The city unit of the Jatiya
Party including its student wing
has also risen against Ershad's
autocratic management of the

arty. A major portion of the
Jeadership has already pledged
;its support to the formation of a
-new, democratic Jatiyva Party
under the leadership of Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury and An-
war Hossain Manzu, Sardar
Amzad Hossain, one of the
stalwarts of the Jatiya Party
and now representing the new,
emerging faction was found
wondering how Ershad could
join hands with BNP vis-a-vis

egum Zia whom he contemp-
tuously described as a 'tyrant'
onJanuary 17, 1997 in a public

meeting at Rangpur. Sardar
Hossain recalled that Ershad
Eubltcly vowed that as long as

e was alive he would resist Be-
gum Zia's coming to power any
more. He lamented that she
didn't allow him to attend
Jatiya Sangsad for a single day.
Begum Zia's boastful prediction
that Ershad would have to live
behind the bars for hundred
years was also alluded to by
Sardar Amjad Hossain. He
considered Ershad's conduct of
the party affairs as autocratie,
high-handed and whimsical.
His decision to be a part of the
opposition was again, he {Mr,

Amjad) thought, an extension
of a perverted thinking. By all
these he (Ershad) has allowed
himself to be led by his poten-
tial 'killer'. Even though, it is
commonly said that there is no
last word in politics. Ershad’s
change of mind and shifting of
Frinciple would continue to
ringe upon his most known
moral turpitude over the past
several years.

Ershad is yet to realize that
his strategy in joining hands
with BNP and the Jamaatis
would not grant him any divi-
dend. Because, Begum Zia would
never agree to come to an elec-
toral compromise with any
party to the detriment of her
own party interest. Even then if
he goes for any such alliance
his own party standing would
be further jeopardized. The cur-
rent rift in the Jatiya Party giv-
ing rise to another independent
wing would also drastically cur-
tail his strength in the parlia-
ment. He is already watching a
rapid erosion in his stronghold
Rangpur. If he can read the writ-
ings on the wall he shall with-
draw from the BNP-Jamati al-
liance right now. Shall he dis-
IJIB.}F that wisdom before it is too
ate?

Internal rift within the
party has of late turned out to be
a very common feature in all
the major parties including the
party in power Awami League,
Among other places, both BNP
and Awami League were having
had times with their respective
partymen in Chittagong. BNP

central leadership made several
attempts at patching up the dif-
ferences between two groups
headed by two different central
leaders Abdullah Al Noman
and Col. (Retd.) Oli Ahmed — the
latter supporting Mir Nasirud-
din, BNP's probable nominee
for the ensuing Mayoral elec-
tion there. Although there is a
temporary suspension in the
intra-party activities and an-
tagonism the leaders in the cen-
ler aren't very sure if their ef-
forts at rapprochement would
abort or not.

However, the situation in the
Awami League continued Lo be

volatile for quite sometime.
Mayor ABM Mohiuddin
Chowdhury was at loggerheads
with Akhtaruzzaman Chowd-
hury Babu and another local
leader. Their personal conflict
had been so embarrassing to the
central leadership and demor-
alizing to the party workers
there that it eventually called
for the personal intervention of
the party chief and Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina herself.
During her recent visit to Chit-
lagong she talked to the fending
leaders individually and also
collectively. That she was able
to iron out their animosities
and differences found its testi-
mony in the public meeting she
addressed, where, among oth-
ers, Akhtaruzzaman Chowd-
hury Babu spoke eulo izing
ABM Mohiuddin Chowdhury's
services to the party and to the

city profusely. Prime Minister

Hasina announced that Mohi-

uddin Chowdhury would be her
party’'s nominee in mayoral
election and that there was no
rift in the party. She exhorted
all to work unitedly in support
ol the party candidate,

And away at Kishoreganj the
flamboyant BNP MP Major
(Retd.) Akhtaruzzaman has
again been in the limelight. He
has been among Lhose in the
party second/third rankers
who quietly and loudly thought
the decision to boycott the mu-
niolpal election by their party
had been suicidal. The retired
Major named Barrister Moudud
Ahmed, Khondkar Mahbubud-
din and Habibul Islam to have
misguided the Chiel Begum
Khaleda Zia. He demanded their
immediate removal from the
Fam; or else he would resign. In
act, he went to the Chairperson
to tender- his resignation
whence she asked him to see the
BNP Secretary General Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan. On this,
there ensued a bit of amusing
drama and it is yet to be known
if there was any settlement
within. .

Whether or not the issue was
laken care of fairly only time
would prove bul Begum Zia's
disclosure a couple of days aﬁu
would send us pondering. She
said that the 4 point demand
was not to be construed for boy-
cotting the municipal election
but it was to ensure a fair elec-
tion with participation of all
the political parties. She fur-
ther added that it was not even
intended to unseat the govern-

sulted. The left wing newspa-
pers in Italy opposes the air ac-
tion and termed it illegal and
immoral. India, Vietnam and
South Africa opposed the ac-
tion. Russia’s resolution in the
Security Council against the air
strikes was rejected by the ma-
jority of its members.

Islamic Countries

The Islamic countries are
watching closely the situation.
It appears that the they are not
so involved with Kosovo as they
were with Bosnia, During
Bosnian conflict men and ma-
terial were supplied by many Is-
lamic countries and this phe-
nomenon does not seem to exist
in the case of Kosovo, It appears
that the US ‘s inactive role in
the Middle East, in particular to
the Palestine issue, alienated
many Islamic countries and
they see the US condones Israel
but not others pursuing a dou-
ble-standard policy. It is re-
ported that air strikes were be-
ing opposed by Libya, Iraq, In-
donesia, Algeria and Pakistan.
Another factor could be that
Yugoslavia was given a licence
to continue its assault against
the Kosovo Albanians and the
West allowed negotiations to
the Kosovo crisis to go on for
too long and NATO's action is
too late.

Conclusion

After 1945, this is the first
time the West, led by the US, has
taken military action in Eu-
rope. In a way it is a big gamble
because air strikes may not re-
solve the Kosovo issue. The
question is whether the West
would commit their troops on
the ground, if necessary, to save
the Kosovo Albanians. It re-
mains to be seen how commit-
ted they are to avoid a humani-
tarian catastrophe in Kosovo. If
they leave the job half-done,
the Kosovo Albanians will be in
worse situation.

The  writer is Former
Bangladesh Ambassador to the
United Nations in Europe,

ment. And since the Govern-
ment paid no heed to the 4-
point demand it would auto-
matically transform into a 5-
point one — the addition being
the ouster of the present gov-
ernment. A formal declaration
is yet to comie [rom BNP or the
combined opposition because

the 'spectre’ of the Upazilla
election — (o be completed by
June 23, 1999 in terms of the
constitutional provision — is
likely to call for a great deal of
farsightedness and political
wisdom. It is good to see that at
this critical juncture the Tele-
phone and Works Minister Mo-
hammed Nasim tele huninF
BNP Secretary Generaﬁ, Abdu

Mannan Bhuivan which was
though ostensibely described as
a mere 'courtesy contact’ could
be prelude te a-formal discus-

sion on the issues raised by the
opposition in their 4- point de-
mand.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has also been urging
upon the oppoesition, mainly
Begum Zia to come to Jatiya
Sangsad to discuss and to get a
settlement, About the same
time there has been a news in
the air that the Government
was preparing itself to initiate a
formal dialogue with the oppo-
sitionn soon. This is indeed a
good omen and should be very
carefully pursued towards a mu-
tually acceptable solution of the
problems confronting the
whole nation. In this we shall
pray lhat both the entities
would gracefully shed all the el-
ements of stubbornness in their
respective approach, see rea-
sons without being ostracized
by narrow party interest and
uphold the greater interest of
Lthe whole nation. Let the per-
petual and mutual distrust, at
Limes viciously personal, be
buried once for all.

"Who'll rescue us?

Sir, Everyday in the mom-
ing, | notice some unpleasant
news in the newspapers. The
news of hooligans, robbers, de-
coits, and terrorists are com-
mon in all the newspapers. [ see
that somebody is murdered and
sorme %ﬂud people become vic-
tims of terrorism. n some gen-
eral stores the extortionists
demand money from the shop-
keepers. During hartals man

ople are killed, and the bul-
ets and bombs used by terror-
ists injure many others. I felt
shocked when I saw that a girl
of 8 years lost her two hands.

For years, she will remain im-
paired. Everyday when [ open
the newspaper, [ see some men
are killed by some terrorists,
the children are kidnapped, and
the industrialists are murdered.

This is the grim picture of our
society that afflicts me very
much. These things are halll)-
pening mostly because of the
nﬂ%ligﬁnce of the government,
police administration and all
others concerned. These have
been particularly increasing
since the present govermment
assumed power. e govern-
ment always cares about its
own interest but does not think
about the future of the country.
Sometimes hijacking occurs in-
front of the police, but they do
not arrest the hijackers.

Mustakim

Standard-6

Manarat Dhaka International
School

Gulshan,

"Practical Advert"

Sir, Mr Zahidul has raised
two issues in his letter
(Practical Advert on Detergent
March 24, 1999). In addressing
the first issue we would like to

int out that under existing
aw, it is mandatory to print .

Statutory Warning: 'Smoking
is Injurious to Health", on al
packets of cigarettes and bidis
produced in or legally imported
into Bangladesh. As law abid-
ing citizens, British American
Tobacco Bangladesh believes in
adhering to all laws including
this one.

Mr Haque has su ted hav-
ing our executives shown advo-
cating smoking in print and
ATN advertisements. We would
like to inform him that all ad-
vertisements that we produce
are duly tested with our con-
sumers and they have been
happy with the way we commu-
nicate with them.

Mahmudur Rahman

Head of Consumer and Regu-
latory Affairs

British American Tobacco
Bangladesh

Separate transport

for women

Sir, It is true that in the
Public buses in the city there are
arrangement for seats for
women. But the fact is that the
women get little chance to get

on the bus and travel especially
during the office hours when
the bus is crowded. Even if there
dare women who take the risk to
get on the bus, they cannot
reach their seat because of the
grednminance of man there.

or this reason many women
have to hire taxis or rickshaws
whose fare is quite high. And in
this case women have to spend
more money. Sometimes it is

" observed that a service-holder

woman has to pay almost equal
money of her salary for com-
muting to her office.

In- fact, the very transport
system in the city is problem-
atic and to travel from one part
of the city to another is really
hazardous. A man has to expe-
rience a lot of difficulties while

going from one place to an-

other. let alone a woman. The
problems of women are much

more. A woman has to gel into
rivalry with men when trying
to get on a bus. Sometimes she

can get on a bus and more often

she fails to win the game

against her male counterpart.
Moreover, the bus driver is re-
luctant to take a woman and he
advises his helper, "Mohila
tulbina" (don't allow women in
the bus). Nevertheless, when a
womarn gets on a bus, she has to
face bitter and shameful experi-
ences inside the bus as well. But
she has nothing to do. Because
she has no other means of trav-

E"h}l%

e number of women in the
job market has definitely in-
creased. But her commuting to
her work place has not been
made safe. The authority seems
to have no concern about the
satety of the female jobholders.
The garment factory workers
are mostly women and they are
playing a great role in the de-
veln}:ment of our economy. But
we feel aggrieved to see them
neglected both in their work-
place and their way to the
workplace.

It is a good sign that some
special services have been in-
troduced in the city and these
are quire comfortable. The au-
thority can do a good job for the
convenience of the women by
starting separate services for
the women. We request the au-
thority of these services to in-
troduce separate services for
the women at least in the peak
hour of the day.

Monalia Sadiya
D.U.

Cricket and
Calcutta

Sir, First and foremost,
enthusiasm for a game cannot
and shouldn't be equated with
rowdyism and hooliganism.

Calcutta is known the world
over as a sport loving city, be it
soccer, cricket or even table
tennis. And every city hosting
international sporting events
has witnessed some untoward,
embarrassing incidents in its

ast. But, it doesn't necessarily

ave to effect a ban on hosting
further events due to this.
Secondly, India - Pakistan
matches are always electrifying
as compared to ones played by
newly appointed members of
the ICC.

Events on the pitch affect the
mood of the spectators
watching, especially if they are
not within the framework of
the game. For instance the
deliberate blocking of India's
star batsman Sachin; resulting
in a run-out in that
controversial game. Or even
unsportsmanlike gestures by
the opposing team while
fielding. This culminated in the
crowds fury and outburst,
which, off course, should have
been avoided in the best interest
of the .

Eme was the only
option, shouldn't the entire Sri
Lankan team be banned for
interrupting and walking off
the pitch due to an umﬁ:lring
decision? Or the English an
Australian teams isolated for
ball tampering and "sledging"
respectively?

Lastly, it needs to be
mentioned that prompt action
was taken at the Eden Gardens
to evacuate the stadium, which
unfortunately meant that
punishment was meted out to
thousands of innocent
spectators because of a handful
of ruffians.

Anish V Koshy
West Agargaon, Dhaka

Delusions of
grandeur

Sir, | didn't know whether to
laugh or cry when I heard the
comments made by Saber H

Chowdhury and the captain of
the national cricket team dur-
ing the recent one-day interna-
tional between Bangladesh and
Pakistan.

Mr Chowdhury seems to be-
lieve that it is Bangladesh's
God-given right to be given test
status. How hollow his words
seemed in the context of the
thrashing doled out to us by
Pakistan. Old fashioned as it
may seem, | would like to re-
mind him that the honour of
being %]iven Test-playing status
has to be earned. Comparison to
Sri Lanka, a nation which
played cricket for ten decades.
before getting Test status, does-
n't become us.

As for Aminul Islam, [ am
happy to hear of his confidence
in Bangladesh's "superiority"
over Zimbabwe and Kenya. I
would like to remind him that
both countries have the ability
to give us a run for our money,
and that actions should speak
louder than words.

This misplaced arrogance is

articularly galling when one
Eears about the internal
tics rife within the team. The
recent debacle with Gordon
Greenidge in which all the dirty
laundry was hung oul to dry
only goes to preve this point.
Everyone is so caught up in vy-
ing for power or position, that
the sport has been forgotten.
The suflerers are the future of
cricket in Bangladesh and the

supporlers of the national
team.
Sadat Omar
Dhaka |
The Emir of

Bahrain

Sir, The obituary of the Emir
of Bahrain came out in your
daily as well as in other dailies
of the city with respect. Our
President and Prime Minister
sent condolences on his sudden
demise. Our Prime Minister de-
spite her busy schedule, worked
out time, flew to Bahrain for

poli-

few hours to pay respect to the
departed Emir and to the people
ol Bahrain on her behall and on
behalf of the people of
Bangladesh through the new
Emir of Bahrain. It was a great
gesture from a poor country of
the World.... and why not? By
whose kindness Biman. The
Bangladesh Airlines could
make a start in the world of
Civil Aviations.

Do the employees of Biman
in particular and air passengers
of the country in general re-
member a little how worried
and perturbed were the then
Management of Biman to oper-
ate the charter flights from UK?
In 1972 residents and Mon-Res-
ident Bangladeshis in UK were
madly eager to come to see their
country. But for the late Emir's
kindness, and if late Emir had
no love for our Bangabandhu,
the chattered flights from Lon-
don and for that matter sched-
ule flights 1974 onwards by Bi-
man's own and sole Boeing 707
would not have been possible.
Biman tried almost all the
Middle-East and Gulf countries
for permission to make "tech-
nical landings" for the flights —
but failed. Only the late Emir of
BBahrain accorded the approval
thereby enabling Biman, to
spread a ils wings across.

The late Emir of Bahrain
was rather God sent for Biman.
Passengers were very happy so
were the crew. and those few
Bangladeshis living there from

helore,

But after the Kkilling of
Bangabandhu the scenario
changed over night. It was
rather insulting for the crew to
lay over. People in the motel, in
market, on the streets were very
unkind and were very sarcastic
— even the taxi drivers were full
of taunts. Their warmth, their
kindness just evaporated in the
hoot air of Bahrain, one of the
reasons for Biman to shift to
booming Dubai lock stock and
barrel.

Mazhar Haq
Hse 52, Rd 28
Gulshan, Dhaka-1212



