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Eid Greetings

Ohe Daily Ster wishes its
readers. puatrons and well-
wishers a happy Eid-ul Azha.

Eid-ul-Azha
tomorrow

By Staft Correspondent

The Holy Eid-ul-Azha, one of
the greatest festivals of Mus-
lims, will be celebrated tomor-
row.

After the Eid congregations,
Muslims sacrifice animals on
this day as a religious rite fol-
lowing the unique example set
by Hazrat lbrahim {A) for the
gratification of Allah.

FPresident Shahabuddin
«Ahmed, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and Leader of the Oppo-
sition in Parliament Begum
Khaleda Zia in separate mes-
sages on the occasion have
greeted the people and wished

See Page 12 Col R

Rain on Eid
day likely

By Special Correspondent
There is likelihood of a few
drops ol rain on the Eid day to-
Morrow as the moisture laden
Southerly winds are making
their impact high in the atmo-
sphere to induce precipitations
including norwesters, meteo-
rologists said veslerday,

After months of nearly
bone-dry weather, the rain-
bearirig Southerly winds
started reaching up to 10,000
feet Irom Thursday. brewing
clouds that burst in Sylhet (8
mm rainfall), Srimangal (286
mm), Rangpur {7 mm}. My-
mensingh (1 mm). Khepupara {1
mm) and Faridpur (traces) ves-
terday.

There were a lew drops in

See Page 12 Col 1

Khulna Jubo
League leader
shot dead

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Mar 27: A Jube
League leader was gunned down
by some unidentified assailants
in the town Thursday night, po-
lice said.

The victim, Md Zahiruddin
Panna. 30, came under attack
while he was gossiping with
some of his associates on the
premises of Sundarban Trans-
port oflice at about 10.30 pm.

He received bullet injuries in
nis chest and died on way to
Sadar hospital police said.
Motive behind the killing could
not be known, police added.

Nasiruddin. younger brother
of the victim, filed a murder
case with Kotwali thana today
accusing five Jubo League ac-
livists,

=ee Page 12 Col
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Body found at DB office still unidentified

Pre-planned murder,
says autopsy report

Star Report

The autopsy report has re-
vealed that the man found dead
in the overhead water tank at
the Detective Branch office in
the city on Thursday was mur-
dered and his body was later
dumped in it.

"It was a clear case of pre-
planned murder.,” a source at
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal said yesterdav quoting the
report.

Serious marks of injury

following severe blows on his
head, chest and the abdomen.
He was dumped into the water
reservoir after his death due Lo
Lhe injuries, the report said.
However, even thiree days al-
ter discovery of the decomposed
body. police and investigating
agencies were vet to establish
the identity of the man or the
cause of the murder. No action
involving any of the police per-
sonnel at the DB office was

received a copy of the autopsy
report.

Police were learnt to be in-
vestigating a number of clues
including the likelihood of the
dead being a police source and a
foreign currency dealer at Zia
International Airport.

According to one CID source,
the dead man could be Nurul Is-
lam alias Nuru, a police source
in Askona area near the Haji
Camp close to the Zig Interna-

were found on the body of the taken till yesterday. tional Airport. .
unidentified man, in ﬁia for- But CID officials, who are It was not immediately clear
ties, doctors involved in the conducting the investigation, Why police officials and duty of-
autopsy said. The victin died  said last night that they had not See Page 12 Col 4

Road accidents in
Comulla, Ctg, Feni
& Jessore kill 32

Al least 32 people were killed
and 54 others injured in sepa-
rate road accidents in Comilla,
Chittagong, Jessore and Feni
yesterday and the day before.
Most of them were rushing
home to celebrate Eid-ul-Azha,
report agencies.

Of the victims, 11 people
were killed in Comilla, nine in
Chittagong, nine in Jessore and
three in Feni.

In Comilla, eleven people
were Killed and 12 others in-
jured in four separate road ac-
cidents on Dhaka-Chittagong
Highway in the last two days.

Police said, eight people were
killed and 10 others injured
when a Dhaka-bound car cvol-
lided with a bus al Monipur in
Burichang Thana at about 10
am yesterday, killing five car
passengers. including its driver
and a minor on the spot.

Holiday

The offices of The Daily
Star will remain closed on
March 28. 29 and 30 on the
accasion ol Eid-ul Azha.

Therefore, there will he 1o
1ssue ¢of the newspaper on
March 29, 30 and 31.

— Inside Today
Article

NATO’s Big
Gamble on
Kosovo

by Barrister Harun ur
Rashid
Page 4
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Business

Private firm to provide
landline phones soon:
Nasim

Booming US economy in
need of skilled labour
Pakistan slashes cus-

toms duties. power rates

Pages 6, 7T & 8
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5 killed as cattle traders, armed

Hired goons were lorcing cat-
tle traders and farmers Lo bring
sacrilicial animals to the city
markets of their choice result-
g in clashes at places and
death of live people in one such
incident

Market organisers have al-
legedly deploved armed ganps
and mastaans at ditfterent
points in the city to apply force
on the sellers

Of the injured, one unidenti-
fied bus passenger succumbed to
his injuries on way to the local
hospital while twe others,
identified as Shafiqul and
Sipon Devnath died, soon after
admission to Cormilla CMH.

The other injured passengers
were admitted to Comilla Medi-
cal College Hospital and CMH.

Police seized both the vehi-
cles. but the driver of the bus
managed to flee.

In' another accident, an
unidentified man, aged about
30, was killed and two others
were injured at 6 am as a Chit-
tagong-bounid truck plunged
into a roadside ditch alter being
hit by another truck at Bha-
jonkara in Chauddagram
thana

Police seizcd bholh the vehi-
g

See Pape 12.Col 4

Beximco bosses, IFIC officials sued

Judicial inquiry into
fraud case ordered

By M Shamsur Rahman

A metropolitan magistrate
has ordered a judicial inguiry
into the i:'_l.llt'*.‘ﬁﬂljuﬂ-fi of siphon-
ing money off IFIC Bank bv a
company linked with Beximco
L.

The judgement came Thurs-
day last alter a shareholder of
the bank had filed a petition
against nine including the
bank’s chairman Schel F Rah-
man and vice-chairman Sal-
man F Rahiman

The sharcholder in his peti-
lion accused the two of misus-
ing their authority in siphor-
ing crores of taka from the IFIC
Bank,

The petitioner said the pro-
cess began on November 5, 1996
with a Tk 1.75 crore cheque,
drawn on a current account of
Beximco Invesiment Company
Limited (BCIL) where both So-

hel and Salman Rahman hald
simnilar positions of chatrman
and vice-chairman, Poor te the
transfer. the balance in the cur-
rent account was only Th 27.01
fakh.

On the same da&-‘. a similar
amount was translerred [rom
an STD accournit of BCIL with
the Dhanmondi branch to ils
current account at the same
branch.

On the same day an amount
of Tk 1.75 cvrore was eredited
into the STD account of BCIL by
Sohel and Salman F Rahnian
in collusion with ithe then
Managing Director Abbas Ud-
din Ahmed and an officer of the
bank Chandra Shekhar Biswas,
Managing director Abbas Uddin
Ahmoed was later relused exten-
sion by BB because of his dis-

See pape 1]

Political standoff

Western diplomats

to meet President,
PM after Eid

Western diplomats would
meetl Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina after Eid vaecation in
their bid to break the standoffl
between the ruling party and
the Opposition, reports UNB,

The diplomats, mostly from
the European Union and USA,
who already had a parley with
opposition leader Begum
Khaleda Zia last Thursday, are
also expected to call on Presi-
dent Shahabuddin Ahmed
sometime next month,

During the talks with
donors, Khaleda Zia hammered
a point that election to Upazila
Parishad, City Corporation and
Parliament should be held in
close succession under a neutral
caretaker government, She also
raised a host of contentious po-
litical issues that are 'forcing
the opposilion to take to the
street.

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofail Ahmed rejected
the opposition plea, sayiog it is
neither possible nor [easible,
"The Constilution does not

See Page 12 Col 6

Fix date, place
for dialogue,
Nasim's call
to Opposition

Home and Telecommunica-
ttons Minister Mohammad
hasim yesterday called upon
opposition to fix a date and
plave for a dialogue with the
governmeill to end the present
political stand-off, reports
LINEB.

‘I we couldd sit together here,
we cadn also sit at other places to
talk,” he told a [unction organ-
ised by Pacific Bangladesh
Telecom Lid on the occasion of
launiching CDMA technology
tor mobile telephone.

Leaders of Awami League,
NP, Jativa Party and Jamaat-
e-Islami were present at the
function

Urging the opposition not to
go for hartal. the Home Minis.
ter said; “We would not be able
to come here and introduce this
latest technology, il there wis
hartal.”

US Ambassador in Dhaka

See Page 12 Col 8
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Army experts confirm bomb making

AL MP demands judicial probe into Chhatak blast

SYLHET, Mar 27: An Army
team of explosive experts has
said that the explosion at the
house of Awami League MP
Muhibur Rahman Manik at
Chhatak on March 15 took
place while making bombs.

Two young men were killed
on the spot while another sus-
tained serious burn injuries in
the explosion.

A nine-member team led by
Maj Mehaimen of Comilla Can-
tonment searched the house on

From Staff Correspondent

Tuesday and Wednesday and re-
covered 20 live bombs, two
kilograms of bomb-making
materials. 160 imperative
bombs. two billhooks, six dag-
gers and one Chinese axe from
there, police said today.

The Army team detonated
the live bombs at a nearby field
on Wednesday and handed over
the materials to Chhatak po-
lice.

The Army team in its report
said, there could be a series of

A proud Zimbabwe captain Ahstair Campbell hold

- “

M
s aloft the Meril [

explosions as the bomb-making
materials were stored on the
same [loor. But that did nol
happen as those were kept at a
distance.

The report has been submit-
ted to the Home Ministry, In-
structed by higher authority,
the Chhatak police started a
fresli case yesterday in connec-
tion with the incident,

The OC of Chhatak thana,
Inspector Abdus Salami, lodged
the case under Section 3. 4 and 5

B

nternational ericket

tournament trophy at the Bangabandhu National Stadium last night.
— Star photo by Anisur Rahman

Zimbabwe toy with
Kenya, lift title

By Al-Amin and Hasan Masood
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Grant Flower of
Zimbabwe

Zimbabwe clinched the
Merii International Cricket
Tournament trophy in style
with a 202-run wKippmg of
Kemnya in the final plaved at the
Bangabandhu National Sta-
divm last night.

Opener Grant Flower shru-
gied off his ecarlier disap-
painting  petformance In the
tournament with a brilhant
hundred as Zimbabwe, opting
to bat on a placid wicket after
winning the toss, piled up a
huge total of 325 for six in the

stipuldated 50 overs.

The all-African final petered
into a one-sided affair when
Kenya were bundled out for a
meagre 123 in 36.5 overs. Expe-
rieniced Kenvan zll-rounder
Steve Tikolo did niot turn up to
bat due to an imjury on his left
wiist.

Although there were a fow
hundred spectators to see S
urday's match, Kenva, who
made it to the final at the ex-
pense of the hosts Bangladesh,

See Page 12 Col 4

—

of the Explosives Act aceusing 4
persons, They are. Mohibur
Rahman's cousin Abul Lais, in-
jured in the incident and now
under treatment at Sylhet M A
G Osmani Medical College Hos-
pital Gopal, a .Jubo League ac-
Livist who was al the house dur-
ng the incident but escaped un-
hurt and twe other Jubo League
activislis, Abul Kalam and Arifl
Hatder. both killed in the ex-
nlosion.

See page 11

Petrobangla
to find 1t
tough' to
pay bills

By Sharier Khan

Bangladesh will find it
tough' to pay for the gas sup-
plied during the next five years
by foreign oil and gas compa-
nies under various production
sharing contracts (PSCs),

During this period. the goyv-
ernment will purchase gas from
foreign companies at a price
higher than the local price and
incur a huge loss, according to
sources in Petrobangla and dif-
[erent companies concerned.

As per the PSCs, the foreign
companies get priorily to re-
cover their investments in
these gasfields. The PSCs pro-
vide that out of each 100 mmefd
ol gas produced. the investors or
the loreign oll companies con-
cerned would get 60 mmceld as
cost recovery and another 20
mmeld as  profit. Bangladesh
would be lefl with 20 mmefd as
its share ol profit

Alter the cosl recovery in
tive years. the profit margin for

1 Bangladesh would naturally

Ste Page 12 Col 8

BCL central
leader stabbed
o death in
Rajshahi
From Our Correspondent

RAJSHANI. Mar 27: A cen-
tral committee member of the
Awami League-backed Bangla-
desh Chhalra League (BCL) was
stabbed Lo death in the town
vesterday evening, police said.

5 M Golam Morshid, also a
final year student of Sociology
Departiment of Rajshahi Uni-
versity, was killed as a sequel to
an intra-party feud. police said.

Morsliid was repeatedly
stabbed by some youngmen in

See Pagd' 12 Col 7

Happy birthday to Bangladesh

A clash on Thursday night
lelt five people drowned in the
river Buriganga.’

Keraniganj police identified
them as Igbal, 18, Shammi, 26,
Parvez, 20, Arif, 20. and Alam-
gir.

The clash broke out when a
group of catile traders reached
near Shoarigliat by boat and a

ang of hired mastaans on
yoard a trawler c¢hased them

Paying respects to martyrs at the National Memorial.

By Staff Correspondent

asking them to bring their cat-
tle to Killermmore Shashanghat
cattle market, police said.

Al one stage the miscreants
hired bv lessee of the cattle
market jumped into the Burig-
anga to escape the wrath of en-
raged traders. Five bodies were
recovered by Fire Brigade per-
sonnel.

The bodies were sent Lo Mit-
tord Hospital for autopsy.

— Star photo

The traders were coming
from Sadarpur in Faridpur to
sell their cattle al Chankhar-
pool market.

Three separate cases were
lodged with Keraniganj thana
in this connection,

‘Two persons arrested from
the spot are Mohanunad Alj
and Tuhin. They were produced
before the CTMM's Court yester-
day. They gave confessional

Homage paid to
Liberation War
martyrs

The nation celebrated the
29th Independence and Na-
tional Day on T'riday with fresh
pledges to uphold the spirit of
the liberation war and build an
exploitation-free society, re-
ports B55.

The grateful nation paid
homage to the brave sons of the
soil who embraced martyrdom
to liberate the country from
clutches of Pakistani military

junta.
This day in 1971, people of

the country took up arms to
fight the Pakisiani occupation
forces at the call of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
[X1AlY.

The day's programme her-
alded with a 31-gun salute.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina Fle‘utcd wredths
al the National Memorial at
Davar il the morning paying
homage to the martyrs of the
War ol Liberation.

The President and the Prime
Ministeér stood in splemn si-
lence after placing the wreaths
while the national flag was

See Page 12 Col 2

goons clash

stalement under secticn 164,

Cattle traders have also to
pay toll at different points on
their way to the capital from
remiotle areas.

Individuals taking one or
two cows and goals to the mar-
kets are also not spared.

Abdur Rahim who brought a
cow from Tangail district told
this corredondent that he had

See Page 12 Col 1
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