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Rain ruins Kiwi hopes

world title

HELSINKI, Mar 25(Reuters/

dom of I&D?{ﬂiiuzi Ehﬂepfggg“ NAPIER. New  pace and bounce. SCOREBOARD Internet): Russians Elena Bere-
will be a case of third time Zealand, Mar 25 Butl from Steve Elworthy's Scoreboard of the fourth | zhnaia and Anton Sikharulidze
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Morocco does not want to be
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eration of African Football

(CAF) has a ditficult diplomatic

chess game (o play in order to

Eresent the best possible bid to
IFA.

duced to 48 overs each when
New Zealand went in and set the
demanding target,

They began their chase well
with two fours in the first over,

schelle Gibbs in the covers.

But New Zealand maintained
the momentum in the mid-part
of the innings.

Total: {For cight wkis in 48 overs)257
Fall of wickets: 1-86; 2-88: 3-
130; 4-195: 5-207: 6-210,7-213:
B-242.
Did not bat: Geolf Allott

[ailed because of the Russians'
superior artistry. The winners
had nine scores of 5.9 out of the
maximum of 6.0 for artistry
while the Chinese secured just
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: , Returning from injury.
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World Cup to be held in Africa,
will enormously help its bid.
and the North African nation is
unlikely to give up its chance

Nathan Astle and Mattew
Horne got New Zealand off to a
flying start and it was capi-

had Twose caughi behind. El-
worthy also came back
strongly, having Parore taken
by a good catch on the cover

Did not bat: Jacques Kallis,
Daryll Cullinan, Hansie
Cronje, Dale Benkenstein,
Shaun Pollock, Mark Boucher,

their country

onship pairs.
The order of the top three did

not change in the free skating.

in world champi-

for anyone else. talised by captain Stephen 2 " ary by Gary Kirsten and  Lance Klusener, Nicky Boje, Berezhnaia's fall landing a
Morocco lost out of the FIE”"“%U‘“”‘ 21 from 25' ba]lsc.! next over having Chris Harris Stﬂ’f Elworthy. . double axel was the only flaw in o
United States in 1?:194 a[;td to Eg%g ki f49f£g ?1?1439' ant - caught behind for eight. m;" ? 1’% g ‘g ahm;gnllicent pﬁrfulll'manﬁedhy
19 iIs deter- ; » : : : - the Russians, who have had a
E?;ﬁeténhe sgesna:.?s S kit Hansie CVUT‘II'E'S decision to Klusener chimed in when he  Nash 03 0 } O disappointing seasen since go-

realistic candidates this time
around.

Portugal seek
L] - -
big win against
' ' .o
Azerbaijan
GUIMARAES, Portugal, Mar
25(Reuters/Internet): Portugal
are looking for an impressive
win when they play Azerbaijan
in their European 2000 cham-
pionship group seven qualify-
ing match on Friday.
"Our objective is to score a
big win," said coach Humberto

Coelho, who believes Azerbai-
jan will not give Portugal much

send New Zealand in looked
justified in the first five overs,
from which only nine runs were
scored, when the ball seamed
around on a wicket which had

bowled Vettori [or and Dion
Nash was caught in the deep off
Follock but Gavin Larsen and
Carl Bulfin pushed the final
score to 257 for eight,

Result: Match abandoned
due to rain — to be replayed on
Friday.

Series: New Zealand lead 2-
1.

. WASHINGTON,

ternet}): Muham-
mad Ali became
= the latest to ques-

lion the contro

versial draw in the recent title
fight between Evander
Holyfield and Lennox Lewis,
calling the result "the biggest fix

Mar 25 (AP/ In- '

Biggest fix in fistfight

events to disclose more finan-
cial information and to inform
state boxing commissions of
charges, costs and fees they take
out of a boxer's purse. [dentical
legislation passed the Senate
last Oclober by voice vote. hut
the House did not take up the
measure before the session
ended.

!

ing nine events without defeat
alter {inishing second to team
mates Oksana Kazakova and
Artur Dmitriev at the 1998
Nagano Olympics.

Three Euro
2000 qualifiers
postponed

GENEVA. Mar 25(Reuters/
Internet): Three European
soccer championship qualifiers
were posiponed on Wednesday
because of the NATO decision 1o
launch air strikes against
Yupgoslavia.

The games in Belgrade be-

SR

Russian

pair of Elena Berezhnaia and Anton Sikhar

event at the World Championships in Helsinki on March 24.

Stewart wants Llo

uldze perfui

ng in the free skal.in
— AFP photo

yd to stay

- trouble after being beaten in in fisht history.” The legislation has taken on | tween Yugoslavia and Croatia D th " .
; : u Vo s w3 T M e e, sl : . : rough the tournament. ecially one-day tournam ;
their three previous qualifers In a letter to Senate Com- | =« i@ e o added imljpnrtam'e. Ali said, in | On Sﬂturdﬂbﬁ and Y‘;’H'ﬂ‘ﬂlﬂ‘“ﬂ FE’?RE:TE;EF[LEE "Itﬁ’vuuld be nice to win it for e EC% chief Fexel;utiv:l'lri‘:?m
by Slovakia [3-0 and 4-0)) and merce Committee chairman light of the disputed draw. and Macedonia next Wednesday

fellow minnows Liechienstein
(2-1).

"Portugal meanwhile are

John McCain, R-Ariz., Ali said
he was humiliated that the
sport "had sunk to its lowest

"Professional boxers have
for oo long been the target of
unscrupulous managers and

have been rescheduled for Au-
gust 18 and September 4 respec-
tively.

ternet): England
captain Alec Ste-
wart thinks David
Lloyd can save his

|
L.

the country and for him." he
added. |

Stewart said Lloyd was very
popular with the players and

Lamb said the search for Lloyd's
replacement would begin im-
mediately and hoped the new
coach would lead England in its

joint second with S_lnvakia_ in | levels" and added "it was clear promoters,” Ali wrote. "As wit- |  The decision has been taken o tf Eriiaasd it the i co- had taken England forward in  next series agaimat N
]%?r?]gr?i?emri?éw ]}13;1::: f::il:{? to all who watched that the de- nessed (March 13). the three | in view of the unsiable political Jmim_ﬁ criul%et World Cup. P B b }rears.g Zealand. &

points from three matches.
Azerbaijan are last in the group
with no points after their three
successive defeats.

- Despite Portugal's obvious
supremacy, Coelho has warned

ciding victor of the match was
England's Lennox Lewis."

The draw in the heavyweight
unilication title fisht between
Holyfield and Lewis on March
13 in New York sparked inves-

sanctioning organisations that
award the title belts have joined
Lhe list of abusers.

1 pray justice will be done
and somehow along the way,
honeour can be restored to this

situation in Yugoslavia,” Euro-
pean soccer's ruling body UEFA
said in a statement on Wednes-
day,

UEFA later said Ireland's
qualifier against Macedonia in
had also

Lloyd announced he would
resign following the World Cup
after failing to gel a guarantee
from the England Cricket Board
or Tuesday 1o extend his con-
tract, which expires in Septeni-

"He has a lot of respect. I'm
el to find a player who isn't
1appy with David Lloyd," he
said.

'l know he loves being the
coach of England and he's bril-

Lamb scotched the prospect
of the current coach being re-
tained after all. "We are starting
to look for Lloyd's replacement
as of now."” he said.

Stewart and Lamb were

tigations by a New York Cit ey : i ort.” Ali added. Skopje on Saturday : : ]
his players not to become over- g:{ﬂand jury. a New York ﬂat{; P PR been postponed. A new date for her.ﬁu i g !}a;}t at his Jf-;b ?Ed 1 kféﬂwft{lﬁt speaking durin the launch at
conlident. Senate committee, the New MUHAMMAD ALI the match has yet to be fixed. et ; I?FEEHSli“E 2 [1:1?1:1 q {vnr][f%ﬂtaa e thaet'e?t hell be Lord s:g ]tlhe official World Cup
‘We have to face all our | York State Athletic Commis-  won this bout without question A spokesman for the Irish conescay, Slewart predicle } e B song. "All Over the World,

games with the same responsi-
bility,” hé said. ' Hihi

sion and the Nevada Gaming
Control Board. '~ !

and should have been named
the clear and deeided victor.”

Mali O_lympic

foolball assSociation (FAI) had
said the team were particularly

that if England win the World
Cup. the ECB might reverse its

a very disappointed man.”
England strike howler Dar-

which is written, produced and
erformed by Dave Stewart.

Humberth. Coéllio: sy et i Ml.-l."-uju,-_ % lmﬁiirlﬂ fﬂﬂlﬁ.-’ﬂllrﬂ‘ 0 Ali wrote. "What occurred once. th ef itS concerned about the group eight ‘I']Igi;llzllt:n to accept I.Ic:ydvs resig- E:E;I;Lﬂ?lfllé%:]tb]ég’:_nf}?ﬂjﬂ?‘ﬂg?}iﬂa?i ;ﬁ?g; mp_?gg:ée;rﬁﬁlr'méﬂ;nnie
able Lo count on luter Milan's | duced a bill earlier, this year  the l2«wreund event coneluded 1 qu (qualitier because the Irish gov- Stewart says the current En-  season, said Lloyd's influence Lamb said: "David wantr:ad {o

Ela},rmﬂ'ker Paulo Sousa who is ' |
ack from a long injury.

But on the other ?{and. he
has lost Sporting Lisbon striker

which would restrict coercive

oplion contracts by which pro-
moters control a boxers' career,
siich as contracls im‘cin;f{ 4

in

willtsurely go down-in the box-
ing annals as the biggest fix in
fight history."

In the letter, Ali added his

BAMAKO, Mar 25: Sacked
I0C member Lamine Keita of
Mali has resigned as president

ernmient had advised citizens
not to travel to Yugoslavia, the
Serb part of Bosnia or Macedo-
nia.

glish cricket squad is just as
good as England's 1292 World
Cu[J runners-up and is capable
of becoming the first team Lo

and enthusiasm would' be
missed,

'Hopefully he'll change his
mind and come to some ar-

know where he stood, and we !
were not in'a position to make a
long-term commitment to him.

Simao Sabrosa and Benfica | boxer into a long-term dea support lo McCain's bill, which  of its National Olympic ‘It did appear as if that (the | 0  he lournament on home rangement because the players {;}::as 4 reasonable stance to
midfielder Hugo Leal, who will exchange for a shot at a world  is aimed at protecting boxers Comniittee. officials said. re- | postponement] might happen, Soil. ~all Tove him and he's done a "All sorts of Tadtors: have g
both be in Nigeria for the World title. McCain named the bill for from exploitation and requir- ports Reuters. an FAl spokesman said lalter, England start their cam- great job for us.” he said be taken inlo account when sp-

Youth Cup.
Azerbaijan coach Ahmed

Aleskerov told reporters on his |.

arrival at the northern Por-
tuguese city of Oporto that he
was aware his teams chances of
victory were remote.

"A win lor us would be im-
portant, but would be very diffi-

Ali.

"As the former three-time
heavyweight boxing champion
of the world. I believe I have the
credibility to say Lennox Lewis

ing more openness from pro-
moters about their financial
dealings.

It would require promoters
and organisers of major boxing

Keita, expelled last week al-
ter being implicated in the Salt
Lake City bribery scandal, ten-
dered his resignation on
Tuesday evening.

adding that the FAI was reluc-
tant for the Irish pargy to
travel,

NATO air strikes against Yu-
goslav military targets were au-
thorised on Tuesday and wit-
nesses saw eight U.S. B-52
bombers take off from central
England on Wednesday.

paign against defending titlists
Sri Lanka at Lord's on May 14,
"A host nation has never
won it before, but the 15 players
we field can do it,” he said.
Stewart, going into his third
World Cup, said England's 1992
World Cup team was the best

Wednesday.

The fast bowler overcame a
string of injuries to produce his
best bowling in England's come-
from-behind 2-1 series win over

MEE -

pointing the England coach.

Our performance in the World

Cu}?l must be an important part
[ the assessment."

However, Lamb said: "If our
prelerred candidate is not
available for the start of the
England-New Zealand series,

limited-overs team he's plaved o ; i '
cult to achieve,” said Aleskerov, NATO warships put to sea in. P :T ;:fdp{:epifﬁ? ;n “.;;-Ei]:hu;ﬁﬂiﬂ?
whnl replaced Sadigov Vagifl at and Kasovo tested its air raid ‘T'd like to think this side is terim coach." Ko
the head of the team. sirens, as good as. il not better.” : ' -
Aleskerov said his team The International Tennis ;,S”é* d as. Il not better,” he With coaches like Australia's

would play in a 5-4-1 system,
which was used by his predeces-
S0r,

After Fridays match in
Guimaraes, Poriugal will travel
to Vaduz to meel Leichtenstein
on March 31.

Probable teams

Portugal: Vitor Baia; Garlos
Secretario, Paulo Madeira.
Fernando Couto. Dimas Teix-
eira, Paulo Sousa, Rui Costa,
Sergio Conceicao, Luis Figo, Sa
Pinto, Joao Pinto

Azerbaijan: Dmitry Kra-
marenko: Rasim Abushev,
Tarlan Akhnredoyv, Aslan Ker-
imov, Einn Agavev, Narvik
Syrkhayey, Vidavi Rzayev, Vy-
acheslav  Lvehkin, Rufat |
Gilitvey:  Taenrbn Ciarbanov,

Fersiyar Laao i e ]

.....
R

........
.......

Federation said the Davis Cup
tie between Yugoslavia and Mo-
rocco due to be hosted by Yu-
goslavia from April 30 to May 2
had been switched to Morocco.
The tie is in the Euro/African
Zone group two.

A decision on whether to
slage the world table tennis
championships in Belgrade
[rom April 26 to May 9 is due on
Thursday.

Pete unpatriotic!

LONDON, Mar 25 (Reuters/
Internet): British Davis Cup
captain David Lloyd con-
demned Pete Sampras as Unpa-
triotic on Thursday and said
his imﬁlied criticism of Greg
Rusedski was disgraceful.

Britain host the United

‘I've tried to get (those al-
tributes) in this squad. We've
Iried to cover all options — dif-
ferent styles of batsmen, differ-
ent styles of bowlers — so that
we can ulilise them when and if
we need them,”

England head to Lahore
Sunday to prepare for the Shar-
jah tournament, where the fit-

ness of three or four key players

will be under scrutiny.

But the major focus is likely
on Lloyd in his last tour as Eng-
land coach.

Lloyd. who took over from
Ray Illingworth in the wake of
England's disastrous 1996
World Cup campaign, surprised
the team with his decision to
resign.

Stewart said he understdod

ALEC STEWART

South Alrica last sumimer and
the Ashes series in Australia.
where he picked up 21 wickets,

He also picked South Africa
as tournament favourites.

former Test captain Allan
Border, Duncan Fletcher and
Dav Whatmore being touted as
replacements, Lamb said the

ECB was keeping an open mind

and wanted to find "the right
person for the job."

Walker will
have to wait

LONDON, Mar 25: European
200 metres champion Dougie
Walker may have to wait a few
days before hearing if he faces
suspension lor failing a dope
test, reports Reuters.

UK Athletics spokeswoman
Pearce said

) ayne on
Referee: Jacek Granat | SEEEE ¢ Sl e Y\ States in Birmingham in a the reasons behind the national “South Africa have got to be dwe};:lnesday a panel to decide
(Polandj world group first round tie in coach’'s decision, based on the out and out favourites but  I\yhether the 25-year-old Scot
e S April but Sampras is not play- Lloyd s need to lind employ- teams like Australia, Pakistan had a case to answer had met on
SAl kf e Vi e B - By ing. ment if his contract wasnt ex-  and the W'ESJ[ Indies might sur- Tuesday but "could take several
00 or — . e = . The world number one. who tended and the ECB's desire 1o prise people.” he said. days to reach a decision."
. . World number one Swiss Martina Hingis stretches for the ball in her match against | 4150 declined to represent his | assess the World Cup hefore "(South Africa's) all-round N
m%hng W:I.ﬂl Barbara Schett of Austria at the Lipton EhﬂmPiﬂ“EhiPS in Florida on March 24. country throughout last year's making a decisidn. ' batting, bowling and fielding is Walker, who lested_pﬂsitwe
- ' — AFP photo | competition, is concentrating - 'One good thing is that it's  world class — t ey can't be un- for, the banned steroid nan-
- PY ® on individual tournaments. happened now,” he said. derestimated by anyone. drolone in an out-of competi-
ﬂle E[]gl]sh - ot ® But he did make time to sa “There’s be nothing worse than "Al the moment they're win-  tion test on December 1, faces a
SOHANNESBIRG. Mas | | ngls S a fS lnto Se 111?: “;E Amgrica?ls T}?ld ﬂné’ it all faring up halfway ning everything in sight — es-  two-year ban from competition.
o h it hard against the half-Cana-
gt?}{ggtj{tﬁr%gé?‘:L_'?tj{]'gl?ﬁgiﬁ? dian, hali-British comBination IﬁéRGSSWORD By Eugene Sh f 1 5 ‘i [7 8 0 |
Cup bid said on Thursday there KEY BISCAYNE, fourth-round upset.this week. her first in a year, of Rusedski and Tim Henman", I Y HEne effer i3
should be a clear-the-air meet. Florida. Mar 25 Grosjean squandered two Last year Hingis lost in the Lloyd sald that comment [‘ACROSS 38 Possess 2 State 23 Abbott's i
ing with their English counter- (AP/Reuters]: On  match points in the ninth game  semifinals of the French Open, | Was a "bit rich coming from a 1 Periodicals, 39 Memorized 3 DNA first 15 3 37
parts after accusations by match point, Mar-  of the second set. But after Wimbledon and the US Open, | Player who cannot hold a can- forshort 40 Forbidden  passenger  baseman
British sports minister Tony lina Hingis ser- Hrbaty forced the third set, he then lost the No 1 ranking to { dle to our guys when it comes to | g Oyerstutfed 43 Silly 4 Gloomy 24°*Alley — |- 19 20 l
Banks of 4 dirty tricks can. ved, charged for- never challenged the Davenport. Chastened she pre- | Pla)lt'ﬂg for your country". 8 Green- person looks 25 Caviar
paign. : ward and smacked a volley info  Frenchman. pared for 1999 by training with hursday's Sun newspaper peace’s 47 Banner 5 Lakers’ 26 Mongrel 22
rvin Khoza, chairman of | net. She stared at the ball and "This is my best tourna- Nick Bollettieri in Bradenton, g“ﬂt‘?d Lloyd as saying: "It is concemn: 49 “Yes —7" arena 27 Wrestling
- the South African bid cam- | kicked it in mock frustration, ment.” Grosjean said. “I'm play-  Florida. Isgraceful for Sampras to abbr, 50 Seed 6 Oodles vi 7
paign, said he wanted to avoid | then broke into a big grin. ing very well. I'm here with “That was the first time after | Question Greg's loyalty and al- 12 — plaisir coating 71773 28 Tackle's
mud-slinging and dirty tricks The Swiss star had plenty of confidence." a long time that I really worked | Most as much of a disgrace for 143 Buliing 51 Johnny's jetsam teammate e
between the two countries in | ™MAargin for error, and she won Hingis' opponent in the for two weeks. day alter day, | him to keep pulling out of Davis bravo bandleader 8 California 29 Aye {
their bids to win the right to | the next point to beat Austria’'s semis will be the winner of three or four hours of tennis," | Cup matches himself. 14 Vincent 52 Flash town canceler ud al = N
host the 2006 finals and called | Barbara Schett 6-1. 6-1 on Wednesda night's match be- she said. "I lost some weiﬁht, the is undoubtedly the | Lopez's Gordon foe 9 "Hee Haw” 31 Sermon
for a meeting between the two | Wednesday jn the quarterfinals tween merican  Serena  and that was like the best thing | World's number one player but theme 53 Actor's humor subject -
campaigns. ' of the Lipton Championships. Williams and South Africa’s I could do. You stop growing, | nobody would ever call him the | 4g Clinton quest 10 Couturier 34 Brain, n 43

Khoza's comments follow The world's top-ranked Amanda Coetzer. Possible op-  and you start growing to the | World's greatest patriot. He cer- Cabinet 54 Insepa- Cassini slangily
Banks' attack on comments | Plaver has looked first-rate in  ponents in the final Sunda&y are side.” lainly doesn't seem to put him- member rable 11 Statutes 35 Off base l
made by Danny Jordaan, the Key Biscz}yne. losing just 11 second-rankeéd Lindsay Fit and trim again. Hingis S‘EH.-““HOPIE‘ for the U.S. ‘16 Pothole 55 Maintains 17 “Consam 36 Jam
chief executive officer of the Fames in four matches. Hingis' Davenport of the United States  has regained her remarkable ‘The simple fact is that Greg fixers meagerly it ingredient? !

South African bid catapaiEn atest victory took just 43 min-  No 4 Jana Novotna of the Czech  sense o anticipation. Her serve | Nas a British passport and has 18 Drew DOWN 19 Garfield, 37 In
that English soccer is riddled | Utes. Republic. No 6 Venus Williams  and forehand, meanwhile, are | een a mainstay of the British Carey 1 Painter eg. 39 Fragment
with ﬂﬂﬁznce. ; 'l love it." she said. "You can  of the United States and No 7 more powerful than before. leam for the past few years. He tradenfark  Chagall 22 Enjoyment 40 “— she =

Banks has written to his o do something else if you Steffi Graf of Germany. "You can see it," she said, "I | has proved his commitment to 20 Olympics : blows!" CRYPTOQUIP
South Arican counterpart Steve | KNOW you played a great match. ‘Nobody can say who is go- mean, I'm back to No 1. The | the Union' Flag again and emblem  Sclution time: 24 mins. 41 Comb KM'A EGAANJG UFDVJUKFY
Tshwere com laining about | !'M going to have a ma oo m% to win this tdurnament,” scores tell it." again. 21 Felon's STAINISIRIOIOMCIATFIS form for
comments macﬁe by Jordaan in In the men's quarterfinals, Sc ett said. Results against Schett sug- Canadian-born Rusedski be- flight PILIO|ITEE[KIEMMAIS]T]A “flying”

a South African newspaper Spain’'s Francisco Clavet beat Don't discount Hingis. At 18, gest considerable recent im- | €@me a British citizen in June 22 Bleacherite [E[M[ 1 [RIRAISIS|E[SISIEID 42 Scoop Tk JG°¥ RESRRL AL 166
when he said that fans had been | Jermany’s Nicolas Kiefer 7-5, 6-  the Swiss miss is no longer the  prove. Hingis needed a ihird.oet | 1995 via his British mother. Ho 23 Least good [CIAIRE[S[S l {IN[ST1 0[] 43 in due

stabbed and killed during | 3- and France's Sebastien ° ‘freshest face on the WTA Tour, tiebreaker to beat the Austrian | Nas an impressive 13 wins from 26 Make an E[W[O[K DT_ lime KMA VODODE Uly I
Manchester United's F.A. Cup | Grosjean won a battle of un- and teen-agers Amelic in Sydney, Australia, in | his 14 Davis Cup rubbers, al- incision  [PILIALTILINJUIMBESINIUIB] 44 Antor UMAT-UMAT K YI OD
fourth round tie against Liver- | s¢eded players by beating ' - Mauresmo of France and the January. d;ednesda}f's match | though this will be his first sea- 30 Follower of fA{EISEMEID|A|L I E MU Estrada Y 's ip: 1 GUESS INDOLENT
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