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Ours is basically a
history of unlearn-
ing lessons that
were drummed so
‘many times into
our ears. At this
‘eritical juncture it
18 the degeneration
of political culture
that is our cardi-
‘nal concern. Party
-is being placed
‘above the nation
and its interest is
overriding that of
the nation. This is
the biggest body-
blow to national
politics to-date.

O

trepidations.

The supreme irony is, we are adept in restoring a
lost system but cannot make it function the way it
should have been. Even though the revival was at a
great cost and we were profusely self-congratulatory
about it, our new-found euphoria took very little
time evaporating. In the process, we have managed
to entirely forget that it is a popular upsurge which
had basically helped to bring down a regressive
system and that those who led the people into a
protests and aspirations naturally
owed a duty to them. When in 1990 autocracy was
_given the burial it deserved ushering democracy

back into the couatry after long nine years expecta-
tions ran high anwong all manner of people that we
had grown wiser not to trifle with'the working of the
lost-and-found denocracy.
-+ But these began 1o be belied even before the ink
dried out on the charter of understanding the polit- |
ical alliances had scripted to come under a common
platform and clear the mess after autocracy will

crescendo of

have been demalisned,

Be it the commitment to annul the Special
Powers Act or grant autcnomy to the audio-visual
media or separate the judiciary from the executive,
lwo successive clected governments since the fall of
autocracy have failed to deliver on any one of thase
crucial pledges. On the one hand, the nation has
bheen denied of an institutionalised democracy as a
result of reneging on those conunitments, while on
the other, a counter-productive political culture has
come into play. So, this is a double tragedy we face

today.

Ours is basically a history of unlearning lessons
that were drummed so many times into our ears. At
this critieal juncture it is the degeneration of polit-
ical culture that is our cardinal concern. Party is
being placed above the nation and its interest is
overriding that of the nation. This is the bi
body-blow to national politics to-date. As a result,
what we see around us is a pernicious mix of con-
frontation, polarisation and lawlessness. Democracy
is rendered badly fragmented and incomplete. The
question is how soon are:we going:to.roll back the
trend (o revitalise our almast moribund democraéy.
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Fragmented Democracy

Won’t Work

Twenty-eight years may not be too long a time in
the life of a nation, but if we have misspent much of
it. then there is a genuine ground for frustration
over having lagged behind by those many years.
This is one of the two time-management criteria we
would like to use today in our brief stock-taking
exercise of where precisely do we stand at this mo-
ment. The other criterion which is more material to
our present conditions and, in effect, more pro-
active than dusting and leafing through the past
records can be presented in a question form: are we
getting better or worse day by day? The answer to
this question is; we are being worse off with each
passing day. and that is where the trend breeds

ggest
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Our Economic Development Strategy: Hopes and Realities

OME recent events make one won-

der as to who amongst us may, for

abnormal reasons, not survive to
see another Independence Day, or
whether there will be an environment at
all for us to celebrate another
Independence Day. The country is in a
slate of total lawlessness; terrorist-type
killings and attempis on the lives of
leading intellectual and cultural figures
of the country who had significant roles
in the liberation war have started and
more are said to be in the list; funda-
mentalist forces are declaring in open
meetings attended by thousands their
plan to take over the guardianship of
society by extra-legal means.
Government seems impotent to deal
with these forces: the party in power as
well as the major opposition parties all
have exposed themselves in the fond
company ol terrorists openly wielding
fierce arms in public view; none other
than the countrv's President is repeat-
edly warning of the implications of the
close relation of the ruling and opposi-
tion parties with “godfathers”, but with
little effect .

It is in this scenanio that [ have
been asked by BIISS to talk on
“Bangladesh's nomic Development
Strategy: Hopes and Realities” in an
Independence Day lecture. | must con-
fess ?am not relishing this opportunity
even for personal security reasons, and
would have liked to talk on music
instead in which also 1 have some
Frm-r:-n proficiency. However, as my
riend Rehman Sobhan once said in a
fathering, we are in the “departure
lounge™ in any case, so what is really
the stake?

The hopes with which we started:
The hopes with which we started were
embodied in our dream of “Sonar
Bangin'. This was interpreted by the
Father of the Nation in terms of smiles
in the faces of the "dukhi’[*hapless”)
people of the land. If wealth could not
immediately be brought to the door of
these dukhi people, at least diflerences
mm wealth and incomes in the society
would not offend cne's sense of mod-
esty. One may recall that a central
motivation of the struggle for indepen-
dence was the rejection of economic
disparities. The rejeclion was opera-
tionally aimed at that time at disparities
beltween the then East and West
Pakistan, but the underlving social
value must have embraced the question
of internal relations in our own society
as well if this was, indeed, a value for
s, And this value was, indeed, embod-
1ed in no uncertain terms in the consti-
tution of independent Bangladesh call-
ing for the construction of an egalitar-
ian socialist society.

The betrayal: The betraval started
within a few months after indepen-
dence, it was soon clear whicl: way the
“development strategy” was moying, As
early as in [17-18) October 1972 [ wrote
in the Daily Sangbad:

The lavish display of ostentatious
consumption that ene sees in the cities of
Dhaka and Chittagong after a war that
spilled so much blood and was so
painful, is an cxpression of deep con-
tempt and insult to the poverty of
Bangludesh und to the sacrifice of
Bangalees in the lberation war...The
corruption, antisocial and unruly activi-
ties that are being seen everywhere
today is the resull of disdllusionment on
the part of the wider populace of the
country aboul the leadership being given

by the educated and "bhadra’ shamaj of

the counimy....In this situation _
the nule of law and disciplines fougher
will not be a fundamental solution ¢f car-

ruption and lawlessness; on the cor-
trary this will suppress discontent and
raise the possibility of its swelling up.
ﬂlﬁ;ﬂ smiuiﬂndw r{:grets;
in i ESEm:[ent Bangladesh will not

possible until its social and economic
Sﬂstem y.rﬂl appear just to its wider pop-

This never appeared so. Instead, a
very trans t strategy of increasing
inequalities and privileges for a chosen
few was taken. The wider populace of
the country were invited not to ask any-
thing from the government for “three
years” while privileges and incomes of
an Iiitt‘. class WEEIE :IIlEHIéWhi[E allowed
to augment ond proportions,
and uster%gtiuus c?}flimnpgnnp%y this
class became a cruel mockery of the
state of economic suffering of a vast
majority of war-devastated ETven]]JIE.

There was hardly a development
strategy except to increase inequalilies
in the country and perhaps to t
that economic gmwl]]':: would somehow
result from this whose benefits would
trickle down to the broader populace,
The Planning Commission's recommen-
dations toward land reform were not
even allowed to be discussed in the
Cabinet nor released for public debate.
And nationalization of industries was
done irresponsibly, ignoring clear rec-
ommendations of all concerned quar-
ters for efficient management of these
industries as il to deliberately make
them fail.

The “development strategy” of
increasing inequalities was followed
with increasing commitment each
succeeding government, resulfing in
economic and social inequalities reach-
ing the astronomical heights that they
have reached today. And it seemed that
rampant corruption was encouraged by
all these governments as if as part of a
strategy to distribute favours to their
political allies and clientele to consoli-
date their power.

The collapse of East European
socialism was picked up as an o

excuse (o move toward an uncontrolled.

market economy and gradual abdica-
tion from the government's responsibil-
ity to provide any guardianship of the
economy to promote social objectives.
Socialism was redefined in the constitu-

tion as “economic and social justice”
making this promise, which had been
flagged so colourfully in the indepen-
dence struggle, totally superfluous;
however, no development strategy even
to promote social justice of any vintage
was visible. A process of reckless pri-
valization of industries now started as a
patronage distribution strategy without
any concern even for the credibility of
the bidders as wviable entrepreneurs.
The policy of irresponsible management
of state owned industries continued.
And there was never any concern for
serious agrarian reform to create the
loundation of an indigenous and organ-
ic process of industrial development.
| do not think that Bangladesh
should have followed any particular
model of socialism and, indeed, no par-
ticular brand of socialism was articulat-
ed as a part of the aspirations of the
people through our independence
struggle. However, independently of the
constitutional mandate for socialism
and notwithstanding the collapse of
East European socialism, a develop-
ment strategy for Bangladesh should
have followed its own imperatives and
the need to catch up fast with the mod-
ern world as a nation. Socialism or not,
an all-out national movement to attain
universal literacy in a few years (say 5
years or so] should have n a first
Eriﬂril]r in a development strategy for
angladesh, whether one liked it or not,
in general it ‘was ‘socialist countries

P HERE comes a time in every-
one’'s life that defines a turning
A point in one’s life. You tend to
ember that moment, that event
ntil the day you die. You ask an
American of my generation to tell
you such a defining moment of his
ar her life, he, or she will most like-
%anmr by saving that November
., 1963, was that day when
Rresidcn;lég:hn F. iclﬂnnedy was
assassinated . in . Dallas by Lee
Harvey Oswald. However, to a
Russian the defining moment conld
very well be the day when USSR suc-
cessfully launched the world's first
artificial satellite into the outer
space on October 4, 1957, For my
father's generation that defining
moment could have been the day
Bengal was separaied into two parts
solelvy based on religion on that fate-
ful day of August 1.1, 1947,
For rllfv{&g{_:uclr_aun;:11 that defining
moment

yvou would ask any/‘Bengalis from
Bangladesh who ix now 38 years
and above where he or she was on
that day. he or she will he ahle to
answer you in some detail Well. my
kismet brought me tn America about
960 days earlier 1o March 26, 1971.
Thus, | was far removed from the
epicenter or Bangladesh movement.
Somehow, however, | was able 1o
connect mentally to what was going
on in Dhaka and elsewhere in accu-
nied Bangladesh during those
tumultuous days. The western
news agencies did a superlative job
informing the rest of the weorld the
unfolding events especially after the
historic speech nf Sheikh Mujib at
Ramna Race Conrse on March 7.

From television news and newspa-

per stonies, we kuew thatl there was
atl? u&l&:z:he inhtrmlsf{:r of power to

e is who had own the -
eral election of December 10, IE%.
But little did I know how Pakistani
army generals as Yahya Khan,
Hamid Khan, Gul Hassan, Tikka
Khan, A.A Niazi, Rao Farman Al
Mitha, Rahim Khan and scores of
Brigadiers were secretly mecting in
Rawalpindi Cantonment to draw the
blueprint of Bangladesh genocide.
To unleash an unprecedented reign
of terror, Pakistani military was

transferring thousands of army men

round the clock irom the garrisons
of West Pakistan to Dhaka and
Chittagong by commercial airlines
(PIA} and sea vessels, These gener-
als even told their enlisted men that.

East Pakistanis were becoming

Hindus; soon they will join India’
Thus. it is up to them to secure the
integrity of this nation emancipated
by Quaid-e-Azam. The future of

Jinnah's Pakistan rests in their °

Sitlinﬁ far away from East
Pakistan little did 1 know the resolve
of the Pakistani  military.

Nevertheless, when the final blow
came in the midnight of March 26.
1971, I was 700 miles away from my
campus in Ohio. | was in Daytoua
Beach, Florida with a group of
American students to get away from
the harsh Midwestern winter weath-
er. It was an inter-session break.
We just armived to Atlantic coast of
Florida two days ago. Cold winter

in: Dhaka

[Z.A. Bhutt.

inally airived on a fene-
brous day.enMarch 26, 1971. If -

rain shower drenched us in Daytona
Beach. We decided to move inland
to Sarasota, whach s on the Gulf
Coast. to get away from Atlantic rain
showers. 1 did not hear any signifi-
cant news about the political
impasse m the radio, 'rdﬂlir:-u;_ih I
heard in the radic that Pakistani
military President M. Aga Yahya was
trving to break the
impasse. The press reports emanat-
ing from Dhaka were trying to con-
vey Lhat-message to the rest of the
world. I reatity. however, Pakistani
military was busily building up a
force of 90.000 men Lo, quell the
‘rebellion” i the  breakaway
province. They were not ready in the
first or second week of March. So, to
buyout the time they had to bring
the spoiler Pulﬂiuiau from LSiudllI
i and his pariner in
crime - General Yahva to Dhaka
telling rest of the world that they are
making progress as a sunster plot 1o
wipe ot 3 million Bengalis was

-+ about to unf k.

Brigadier Z A, Klua in his mem-
oir “The way 1 wa-" mentioned nie-
tully that East Pakistain was lost

because Pakistani army moved too

late on March 26, 1971, He opined
that if Pakistani army had moved in
early March, perbaps East Pakistan
would be now under their fold.
What a prepostercus idea!

In the early morning of March
26, 1 was asleep inside awtent. 1 did-
n't realize that mv t¢nt-mate, Dave,
and Rodney slipped away earlier to
get some freshly brewed coffee and
check the weather outside, My
slumber was broken by some noise
outside the teot. My friend Dave
yelled, “dalfor, Jaffor, wake up man.
You've got a4 new enuniry now call
Bang.. Bangla Desh |

I hurniedlv woke up and came
outside the tent. 1 saw both Dave
and Rodney holdinig up the unfolded

-Mq_aper (A newspaper published
from

ampa, Flonda whose name |
cannot recall now} and reading the
news intently.

Dave said. “The army had
butchered quite a lew Bengalis last
night in Dacca. Tanks are every-
where that's what the report says.”

L

"4 Rodnev said, “Pakistani army

Jaken control of Dacca. Your
leader Sheikhi had already slipped
intv neighboring India.™ ™
" Although miy heart froze he
the news of deaths and destruction,
the news of Sheikh Mujib in safe
haven in West Bengal hrought
immense oy and happiness to my
ailing heart. :

I torcefully tock the main section
of the newspaper and could not
believe my eves seeing the headline
in big bold three inches lettering. It
said. “Rebel leader declares Bangla
Desh. Army took control of capital.”
What I gleaned from the report was
following: On behalf of Sheikh
Mujib, the rebel leader, radio
announcements were made from
“Independent Bangladesh Radio”

asking people to resist Pakistani -

army aggression. Dhaka city was
under the control of Pakistani army
and there was loss of lives in the wee
hours of March 26,

The news report mentioned the
wholesale desertfon of Bengali sol-
diers from Bengal Regiment of

FPakistani army and East Pakistan
Rifles both stationed in Chittagong.
Thus, in one respect Chittagong was
our last hope for newly-born coun-
try, The announcements from
Independent Bangladesh Radio did
a phenomenal job in boosting the
morals of Bengalis all over
Bangladesh. My friends from back
home told me that the radio
announcements mentioned  the
name of Brigadier Mazumdar and
Major Ziaur Rahman. The
announcement said something like
this - “Brigadier Mazumdar and
Major Ziaur Rahman of Swadhin
Bangladesh army are asking our
people to come to Lal-dighi'r Maidan
{in Chittagong city) with any arms
they may have to resist Pak army's
aggression.

Later we learned that both
Brigadier Mazumdar and Sheikh
Mujib were arrested iminediately
before March 26 and shipped to
West Pakistan. - The course of
Bangladesh liberation war would
have been a different one if Brigadier
Mazumdar could be there in
Chittagong in control of Bengal regi-
ment. The other consequence of this
would have been on Major Zia's
career in future Bangladesh army.
With senior officer as Brigadier
Mazumdar sidelined by Pakistani
army, the career of certain junior
officers (Ziaur Rahman and Khaled
Mussharrof in particular) took a
sharp upward move right after
December 16, 1971. | do not know
whether Brigadier Mazumdar is
aware that his absence [rom
Chittagong during 1971 changed the
course of Bangladesh history. Newly
formed Bangladesh army needed
veteran officers like Brigadier
Mazumdar to keep the aspiring
future generals in check. History is
the silent observer of what dir?' 0.
wrong in Bangladesh army. TEE
young nation paid a very dear price
for the restlessness of a few rogue
officers.

While different thoughts were
rushing through my mind (like
whether my family members in
Dhaka were okay or not), my
American college friends stepped in
to cheer me up. Rodney said; “We
should celebrate the declaration of
independence of Bangla Desh, What
do you say, Jaffor?”

I replied, “I'm afraid Rodney, the
human cost would be too great to
establish Bangladesh. The civil war
{ust got started and who knows how

ong this will continue.”

I asked my friends whether it

* would be possible for us to head

home to Ohio. I remember very well
that while my American friends were
frolicking on the beach, 1 was glued
to the car radio listening to the
hourly CBS news update, every hour
for the next 24 hours. The news
report on Bangladesh was: sketchy
at most. Most news was coming
from Calcutta.
thaﬁy American frienﬂn_::is; realized
at | was not enjoying tri .
more. On Marcbf 27, we patkgdaggr
camping gears and headed back
home to Ohio.. We drove non-stop
from Sarasota to Cinecinnatl, a dis-
tance of about 900 miles. On March
28, [ reached Cincinnati. 1 immedi-
ate contacted two other students
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from East Pakistan. nainely. Hasan
Ali and Jamal Khan. Both of them
were devastated hearing the news of
death and destruction in Dhaka.
Jamal Khan being an alumnus of
Dhaka University was very upset
heanng Pak military led destruction
of halls and stafl quarter,

At the time | used to share a
house with two students from West
Pakistan, namely Junaid Siddique
from Karachi. and Muhammad
Idrees from Lahore. Junaid being a
Muhajir was very sympathetic to our
cause, but ldrees who was from
Punjab was very anti-Mujib. He
blamed Mujib and India for all the
problem of ‘East Pakistan.” [ did not
want to become involved in a fracas
with Idrees. However, [ remember
clearly telling Idrees that ‘East
Pakistan’ was a history by then and
it was jusl a matter of time before
Bangladesh becomes an indepen-
dent sovereign nation, Apparently,
he did not like my comments. On
the same very day 1 took my belong-
ings out of that house and moved in
with Hasan Ali, my old college room-
mate.

Within days, all Bengali students
from East Pakistan in Midwestern

states telephoned each other to

exchange rapidly developing news
from occupied Bangladesh. We con-
tacted Prof. Aminul Islam, a veteran
Bengali Professor at Wright State
University in Dayton, Ohio. We
decided to meet in his house in the
first week of April. When we arrived
his home, we saw another Bengali
nervously pacing the living room.
He came from Richmond, Indiana, a
nearby town. He introduced him as
Mohammed Yunus — a professor of
Economics at Richmond College
glrﬂ}u the gead nt"j GFEIIE:EEH Bankj).
ofessor Gyanendra Bhattacharyia
alro joined us from Oxford, Chio.
Two female students from Oxford,
Ohio also joined us; they were
Ameerah Hugq and Uma Shaha
lerand daughter of R.P. Shahal).
Hamidul Huq  Chowdhury's
youngest daughter was also attend-
ing the same college with Ameerah
and Uma, but she decided not to
join Pro-Bangladesh movement in
the Midwest. We always suspected
that Miss Huq would not join us
because her father was in cahoots
with Pakistanis in Dhaka. |
Thus, within first week of April
1971 an organization was estab-

lished in Dayton, Ohio, to promote-

the independence of Bangladesh.
Similar organization was formed in
University of Indiana  at
Bloomington, University of lllinois at
Urbana-Champaign, and in
Chicago. Dr. F.R. Khan, -the
acclaimed structural Engineer who
designed the tallest sears Tower in
Chi , was instrumental in form-
ing a bigger organization to promote
the independence of Bangladesh in
the US.

Jamal Khan and 1 were invited
by to participate in a radio interview
with the NPR affiliate station at
University of Cincinnati (WGUC).
After our interview was broadcasted,
Pakistani students went to the sta-
tion asking for an equal time. But
their request was declined, With a
mipor victory at the campus, we
worked diligently until the middle of

December 1971 when it was all but
clear that Bangladesh is a political
reality. In the nine-month period,
our campaign took us 750 miles
awa:;l to New York city and 300 miles
north to Chicago.

Qur resources were very limited
those days vet we worked assidu-
ously. Our plaudits and panegyric
essays for an independent sovereign
nation caught the imagination of
quite a few Americans. We have vis-
ited so many local churches, hi
schoals, andy colleges to spread the
word of army atrocities tﬁat I lost
count. We urged the citizens to
write letters to their senlalﬂrs and
congressmen to stop supplying arms
to Pakistan. ﬂn?i itp pc[‘;d g‘ﬂﬂl’k.
Senator Frank Church of Idaho
and Senator Walter Mondel of
Minnesota passed a resolution in
senate in April or May to block all
arms aid to Pakistan thereby stifling
the efforts of President Nixon and
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger.
A local radio station in Cincinnati
ran some free ads for Bangladesh in
the summer of 1971. Money was
pouring in to help Bangla refugees
in West Bengal. We collected over
zgﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂ effortlessly in just few short

yS.

Looking back 28 years from
today, I feel that it was rather diffi-
cult to remain equanimous in the
face of impertinence shown by
Pakistani tary leaders. We had
51113 courage (o speak up. And we

Amongst us, however, we had
perfidious lover of Bangladesh.
They didn't join Bangladesh move-
ment. Some of them even aided the
Pakistanis by speaking glowingly in
favor of Jinnah's Two-Nation theory
in seminars in New York city. Some
of them are still vecal. They would
rather see a Taliban-style Jihad tak-
ing place in Bangladesh instead of
spread of secular thoughts. The
adage - "Once an enemy, always an
e:;:lmy" fits their temperament quite
well.

The spiril of '71 still lingers in
my mind. It's like an opiate.
Musingly, it recurs in my thought all
the time. In the Bengali ethos, the
scar of “71 would always bring bad
memeries. About three million peo-
ﬁle gave their lives for the freedom,

ut as a nation, we have almost for-
gotten their sacrifice. While some of
the planners and executioners of
Bangladesh Genocide trots this
globe, we do nothing. The Prime
Minister of Bangladesh even sits in
the same room with the Prime
Minister of this killer nation. Wha

a pity! 5 3
How many more articles do we
~have to write before the Prime

Minister of Bangladesh will realize,
that it is about the time she should

do something to bring the killers of -

three million Bengalis to justice, Is
it mere a pernicious thought?

1 would be the hap{:iﬂst person in
the world, if we could only get one
person of the stature m}' General
Niazi or General Gul Has=2n to court
to stand trial for the perdiuon of
three million Bengali souls. ¢

With this thought, | close my
Ts‘és%y“nn' “Reminiscing March 26,

more ‘than the mnon-secialist breed
which have %l\ﬂl such priority in their
developmeni agenda. Twenty eight
years after mdepi ce we are still
predominantly an illiterate nation
counting every year by how many tiny
percentage points we have advanced in
this direction, whereas without mmuch
by:way of imaginative effort we could
lﬁ_‘avt left this question bchil;‘:g uah:ﬁq €
an twenty vears back. We should
have addressed the agrarian (including
fisheries) question head on and snu%hl
to eliminate rentier income from this
sector o ensure that real producers get
the bulk of the fruits of their efforts to
be able u} turn thtm&:?;mﬁ_‘inéc;f rmF:-
PreEneurs ior an ereailer lor
rural- hdusahgir:ﬂm]upmem. The
human/ physical resource ratio of the
country make it imperative in any case
that as much of the physical resources
of the land be shared both for con-
sumption (e.g. cooperative housing) as
well as for production, rather than
inviting a deadly tug-of-war for these
resources and hijacking them with life-
killing firearms in hand, We should
have mover] loward decentralization of
urbanization in the country, not only to
avoid the rmad scramble for residential
and traisport space as well as for life-
supporting oxygen in Dhaka but more
importantly as part of a development
strategy to bring a host of vital senvices
within easy access tor the would- be-
entrepreneurs in the couniryside, as
well as consumer services for the popu-
lation in the countryside, The Tatter
includes verv importantly gualitv med-
jcal care and education, which requure
the residence of qualified doctors and
teachers who look for modern living
facilities for them and for their families,
Many other elements nf a serious devel-
opment strategy could be sudgested
and. of course, debated, But the powers
that be never showed a serious interest
even in debating what should be the
priorities in a serious development
stratepgy for the niation. And the quality
of the debates that Fn on in the parlia-
ment do not give the impression that
our leaders have the capatility at all to
debate these kind of questions.
Instead. our policy makers surren-
dered to the “donors” who move around
the world offering “development assis-
tance” conditional on accepting their
prescription by way of a development
strategy. The prescription today is a
“talismian” by the name of “structural
adjustmernit policy’[SAF), supposed (o
be the magic pill for health and pros-
perity for all nations irrespective of the
stages of their development, their peo-
ple’'s values. cultures and their aspira-
tions, the state of maturity of their
would-be private entrepreneurs, etc.
Curiously, the SAP has not 1ncluded
0 which the earlier
guardians of these donor quarters had
prescribed for Japan and Sonth Hoiva
resulling in spectacular development,
suggesting that the denors are not real-
ly interested in any serious develop-
ment of countries at the south today .
When such prescrniption [ails to produce
development or exposes the vulnerabil-
ity of the resuliing development the
donors come back with analysis of what
they have learnt from the “experi-
ments”, as we had the Senjor Vice-
President of the World Bank coming to
us earlier this month to tell us what he

by Md. Anisur Rahman .

- The, reality today: The reality we
are living is that we have
between our national lead-
and foreign interests in the
country whose respective interests
are in part mrerhppinphmd in part
conflicting. The overlapping part
consists of an interest creating
inequalities in the society so that an
affluent elite class is elaborated that
will provide the desired market for
foreign goods and technology, and a
supply of cheap labour is assured for
foreign private investment to pro-
mote economic interests of the
donor countries. The national leader-
ships themselves are part of this
elite class with aspirations for ever-
Iﬂ%h:r ostentatious consumption
and who are prepared to engage in
deals with the donor countries to sell
"development strategy” for favours
in terms of for  “development
asgistance,” much of which can be
appropriated by this class to aggran-
dise themselves. The conflicting part
consists of the national leaderships,
hﬂ'ir.g bitterly dl;;ll:d among Jhtl:n
and competing power and the
concomitant ' favours from the
donors, not fol
Inatead, the norms of dlareptive poi
nstead, the norms o ve
itics inherited from a tradition of
politics of street protest and violence
that does not perinit the economy to
settle down to facilitate its smooth
exploitation by foreign interests.
This results in a dual contradiction
in the whole scenario: contradiction
between the broader society and the
elites, and contradiction between the
internally divided elites and the for-
eign interests seeking opportunities
to exploit the economy with the col-
laboration of the country’s elites.
[ronicaliv, the quarter which is
most faveured by this dual contradic-
tion is that of ‘the religious fundamen-
talists. These quarters find it possible
to reach the people more easily because
ol their acuie sense of deprivation, and
can point the finger at both the elites
within the society as well as their for-
ein collaborators as obstacles o the
fulfilment of the people’s aspirations
and call for 4 mebilization along reli-
gious lines against this unnoly alliance.
The phenomenal growth of religious
[undamentalisim in Bangladesh since
its independence is an eloquent testi-
mony to this ehservation: it 1s not easi-
v concetvable that this dgrowth would
have lound the required space had the
promise of independence to the dukhi
prople of the land for an egalitarian
soviety il not tor exrly alleviation of their
poverty, heenn  fullilled or even
approached with credible commitment
from the society's leaders.

Dreaming about a development
strategy: The nation seems to be mov-
mig loward a condition ol total anarchy
il not possibie eruption. This mevement
may not be arrested unless a develop-
ment strategy i1s taken which appears
just to the people. This means reversing
the trend ol inegualibies in the society
m a convincing and visible way. moni-
toring this cvery year in public view and
taking corrective measures if the trend
threatens to be negative. This is very
different from the current thinking and
monitoring ol development in terms of

lowing the norms of

credibility of social justice pronounce-
ments of the strategists except the
multi-millionaires emselves and
those who expect to be able to run up
behind them. Having come as far as we
have come in the wrong direction,
development needs to be assessed now
in terms of growth with inequality alle-
tiation rather than with poverty allevi-
ation. This is not only because of the
gross injustice in the distribution cal-
culus but also because one’s sense of
poverty itself is relative and the subjec-
tive index moves up with the display of
wealth and ostentatious consumption
notwithstanding where the economists
of the national and international estab-
lishments put the "objective” index. And
a strategy of ¢r with ine%uality
alleviation may in fact pive us higher
growth itself insofar as resources will be
channelled toward producer classes
from l‘fl‘lﬁtii Eé?’tﬁ;ft?] who have so far
given us little ,

But this 1s admittedly davdream-
ing. for neither our present leaderships
nor our foreign “friends’. would enter-
tam such a strategy: present leader-
ships because they themselves are part
of the rentier class in the society, and
the foreign “friends” because this would
cause shrinkage of the market for their
(ostentatious) “consumption of goods
and also the supply of cheap labour for
their investors to exploit. A ‘revolution’
ol sume sort would be needed to change
the development stralegy in this direc-
tion. | can imagine that the broader
popudace ol the country will welcome
this. 1o whom the current brand of
“democracy” in the country — asking
them to choose between ohe or other
caraps of “godfathers” — has little to
offer. However, we do not see any revo-
lutionary leadership in the horizon
either who may deliver. And a revolu-
tion 1{;: ulLirI[zialcly a lqut?ﬂnn of con-
Struction and not only o !QFSLEI]'ED-
whereas the tiny trcnl:'fls revolution-
aries thal exist in this country have not
yet been segen to address this question
of e?arm themselves and the people
to build and not only to destroy.

Revolution apart, there are quarters
that are pronouncing that it is time to
launch another “liberation war™ against
forces who were opposed to our libera-
tion war that have made major
advances in recent times. But there is
nu possibility of the broader populace of
the country joining in another “libera-
tion war” which does not address the
question of their economic deprivation
very credibly. The people have been

romised economic emancipation

fore for which they have made great
sacrifices only to be betrayed. From
such betrayal they have learned their
lessons. And these quariers are in any
case not able fo promise economic
tHlHnEi]];lﬂT_iﬂl] of the people nor are they
the right forces to take on this task.
There Is. therefore, not going to be
anolher “liberation war” at least in the
foreseeable future.

The prognosis for the near future is,
therefore, rather bleak for those who
wish to see the nation stand up and
move forward. It may become brighter
for the distant future provided that

atriotic forces emerge who would take
essons [rom the many past mistakes,
forge organic bonds with the broader
populace of the country and unite

and how one should, therefore. revise
one's development thinking, The recipi-
ent nations continue 1o

has learut from the East Asian crisis
ly. brinding e

Temain

to blee massive internal haen-
morage from which they can only recov-
er after untold suffering and sucial con-
vulsions. ] k
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growth with “poverty alleviation™ as |
have been saying and writing repeated-
_ people only abave the
erly ‘line” which is drawn at an
absurdly low level of income, and allow-
‘guinea‘fiﬁa" for their experiments, left ir;g rent scekers to apﬁjrnp‘natt the rest
romni of the nation's surp j
multi-milhonaires and constitute a very
perverse sense of “social justice”, This
is not gnmg to convinee anvone of the

them, and would

reconstruction of the sucielB. :
On the Independence Day today 1

ses to become = our pe

thy of the struggle of our people lo give
us a natien. i =
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Friday Mailbox

L
Smokeless cigarette
Sir, As reporied by AP from Brisbane, a
smokeless and cancer-tree cigarette could be
available in the muarket within three vears. The
Australian deveioper ol the cigarette claimed
that the new cigarette would enable the sniok-
ers 10 inhale nicotine without having to light up

thereby eliminating the carvinogenic element of

traditional cigarette,

Well. my question is whether smoking ciga-
rettes made from tobacco witli smoke or with
oul smoke are at all goud-for health, The active
element in tobacco is ‘nicotine’ — a soothing
and tranquilising agent. Whether nicatine
causes cancer needs lurther hiochemical and
medical research bul there is no doubt that
nicotine does damage 1o Lthe organs. It has
been scientifically proven that nicotine causes
serious harm to the heart and arteries.

Hence, smokeless cigarettes should not be
taken as a boon because il might be found
more dangerous than the traditional cigarettes,
So it is wise to quit smoking of cigareties in
any form because ‘nicotine in tobacco is injuri-
ous to heart’".

M Zahidul Haque
BAI, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207.

Senseless circular
Sir, Recentlﬁ. every private high schools. and
colleges of the country received two contradie-
tory circulars from the Education Ministry.
According to the circulars, il any school/college
fails to show 50 per cent positive resuit then
that school/college will not get teacher’s salary
and government will delete the affiliation.
Authority has given another circular. According
to that they want to see copying free exam
halls. OK, we appreciate it, %ut how can we
implement it? It is impossible. Most of the stu-
dents of Intermediate and Degree levels are
very weak in English for lack of good teachers.
According 1o one survey every year 80 per cent
students fail in English. Our pritmary founda-
tion is also not good. But slill:l) government is

-1 demanding these almost impossible circulars to

be fulfilled.

It is very tough to bring 50 per cent positive
result. It is also tough to abolish copying from
the examination hall. We also don't understand
why government schools and colleges did not
receive these circulars. These wrong decisions
may put negative impact on education. We are
already facing. many anomalies. Teachers are
helping students in the examination hall
directly or indirectly. Actually private schools
and colleges are hostage of these two circulars.
We request the authorities concern to withdraw
Lhese senseless circulars and save all our
schools and colleges. . ;

Md Nurul Islam

Amena Villa. | and BNP activists respecti |
“two innecent vietims were killed was nothing
“new in our country. Though the
know very well that the killings are on the rise

House No. 03, Kaliakoir, Gazipur.'

q -Dﬁﬁka-N’ank-Dhaka route .|

- Bir, We frequently travel by Biman to USA.
It make us proud to use our national flag carri-
er. The service aboard the aircraft is nice on
most occasions. But the handling of Biman
-passengers by Alitalia at the JFK needs
-improvemnent.

While the passengers from Dhaka pay USS$
1300 or more .for a return ticket, the passen-
gers fromy USA pay as low as USS 900. This is
not logical at all. The aircraft is almost always
(ull with passengers fromDhaka and D«eihi.'go
Biman does not have to encourage passengers
purchasing ticket in USA to fly Biman through
so low a fare. Those lucky persons should pay

~fecent hart K 1t, |
“and the other of & rickshawpuller by the AL

‘without any

the same as we pay. That would reduce the
financial losses allegedly suffered by Biman in
this route. Please, increase the fare.

Aref Sohel Rahman
Road#5, Block-1
Banani Model Town
Dhaka-1213.

Stop pointing finger at one

direction
Sir, The events that unfolded in Australia in
the recent England-Sri Lanka match cannot be
laken too lightly. Muralitharan has probably
played in all Testlpla}ring countries and in
rnany matches of different formats and
nowhere has his bowling actions been ques-
uoned except in Australia, Are the few umpires
cuncerne?l' correct or the remaining umpires
around the world right on this issue of his
“throwing™? Even the [CC has cleared him. It is
nol to say that an umpire cannot call a player
for "throwing” but the point is there certainly
seems a different way of looking at things in
Australia or England — the so-called big broth-
ers of world cricket.
The crowd booed Muralitharan at every ground
that he played. Is that the attitude of a knowl-
edgeable and fair crowd?
When Mark Waugh and Shane Warne accepts
money it is a naive act but when Salim Malik
offers it, it is a criminal act! If it is wrong it
should be wrong across the board.
The umpiring in Pakistan and India have
always been questioned (rightly so sometimes)
but when the subcontinenial teams had deci-
sions going against them in England or
Australia then there could be no doubt.
Because their umpires could not be questioned
and the subcontinental teams could not be
good enough to beat the “elite” teams.
When Wagar and Wasim were getting the art of
reverse swing, it was not appreciated but was
rather questioned as unfair doctoring on the
ball. Why is the finger pointing always at one
direction? Who is going to speak out? Who
needs the hi% brothers when major revenues
are earned from the games played in the
subcontinent? Besides, three out of the last
fn:uurt World Cup winners are from the subconti-
nent.

Mahmudul Huq Khan
Princeton, NJ, USA.

Helpless nation
Sir, | was very much moved to read the com-
mentary “Two killinFs, two leaders and a help-
less nation’ by Mahfuz Anam in the DS. He has
rightly cumall::ared the two killings during the
— one of a student, named Sajal

vely. The way these

politicians

due ‘to" their activities yet they allow their fol-
lowers to go against their anti-party fellows
‘hesitation. ' ..

Mr Anam also mentioned that as the leaders
are female they can easily understand the feel-
ings of a mother and a wife. But do they really
have hearts to understand such feelings? Do
they think that they will be more anular by
showing their heinous act? [ don't t S0.

IMagf Allah keep them away [rom wrong doings
an

let the people live in peace,.

Zobeda Mahmood Khan
Shugandha R/A

hittagong.
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prepare themselves
and the people for the task of healthy

y my homage to the martyrs of the
iberation war and to the heroic fight of
le to win the war. And let us all
search how we can prove ourselves wor-




