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Debris of a single-engine sports plane left from a NATO attack, hitters a hanpar of the
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aeronautical fuctory UTVA in Pancevo. 15km east of Belgrade on Wedniesday. NATO's first
targets in Yugoslavia included the Zastava vehicle and weaponry plunt and the
aeronautical factory near Belgrade. -

— AFP photo

‘Secret Islamic group
active in Malaysia
to oust Mahathir’

KUJALA LUMPUR, Mar 25: A
secret Islamic organisition has
inliltrated political parties.
universities. yvouth and reli-
gious groups ainting (o oust the
govermment thravgh political
and ethuw unrest, o report sqaid
today, reports AR

The shadowy group was be-
lieved to be lunded hy loreign-
ers, Islamic Centre Dircclor-
General Abdul Hamid Zainal
Abidin told The Sun newspaper.

The Islamic Centre 15 at-
tached to the department of
Prime Minister Maliathir Mo
hamad who said Jast week that
unidentilied groups were trying
to incite Mushims in the conn-
try to "wage war” and kill him,

Abdul Hamid said the tar-
geted sectors were being used by
foreign elements to create polit-
ical strife that could tum into
ethni¢ clashies

‘As we know in Indonesia,
the political problems there
have been exacerbated by lor-

eign elements which took ad-
vantage of the situation o ere
ate more pioblems, This saroe
group there is trving lo do the
same with the help ol foreign
elements,” he saul.

Abdul Hamid said the f{or
cign elements infiltrated local
organisations by portraying
themsehes as people knowl
edgeable 11 Islain before offer-
ing to fund them.

They then spread word about
a laghly revered Islamic Broth-
erhood, followed by allegations
Against certain government
leaders.

"After gaining the full atten-
lion of followers. the scholar
will use his oratory skills to
manipulate them. Once they are
totally convinced, he will begin
his true mission of divising and
splitting the communily,” he
S

More than halt ol Malaysia's
i.ZH million population are Muos-
im.

Court rules Pinochet's
arrest lawful

LONDON. Mai Foriner
Chilean  hictater  Aneusto
Pinochet's [ate rested it se-
mor British nunister today al-
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130 e o1 arrests,

iyl President Bdosordn
bred disteaed 10 the rohing ta-
gether with his anner political
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Prodi to replace-
Santer as EU
president

DBLRLIN. Mac 25 Luropean
Linion leaders sestenday agreed
thiat Romanoe Frodi shiould be
the next presiden! of the Euro-
I_:-ean Commissvann diplomals
rom several deic sations said
reports Af P

The for wer Do liage Price
Minister will (oece over from
the curmerd pesedent daegues
Santer

Santer !
COTTITE SR 0 rs
week altor the pibhicatan of
dainning entjeisne of  their
handhng ot i ol corrup-
tioen §n Hrvissel

Sailer Liesosan ] S
leave s pnst
April.

yesterdiy s theinlon ieans
there will be cyeueh thne for
Prodi to he nlp;nrtu-.'f::l iy the Eu-
ropean Parlinment hefore it
breaks up in May lor June elec-
lions.
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Hearing of Anwar's
appeal against

judge tomorrow

RUALA LRI Mar 125;
AN appeal by st Dheputy
Prime Minister Atiwar Wirahin
to disqualily 1 clia

will bedheard sag moped o, o @i
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BELGRADE, Mar 25: Ten Yu-
Fualav Army soldiers were
cilled and 38 were wounded in
FATCY wirstikes on Serb largel s
Lt ssighit, the state-run Tanjug
Lews agency said, quoling an
army chief of staff statement.
reporis agencies.

This is the first official re-
port of casualties in the NATO
raids on Yugoslavia,

The Yugoslav Army said thai
during unequal air combat.
two enemy fighter planes wetq
shot down, as well as numerous
C ruise missiles "

NATO has denied that anv of
its planes were shot down,
stressing that all airerall had
vetinmied .'-:.li'l:‘l}' le Lhe base,

Viore thiane hity mintary tar
pets were attacked, the arnuy
s, dncluding specialised in
dhisirial siles such as the Utva
Aerconautical  Factory in
Fancevo, north of Belgrade, an
air imstallanon and an  air
company 1m Lueani in central
Serbia.

Scores of US eruise missiles
aiitl radar-svading bomhbers,
leading waves of punishing
NATCO) attacks. struck Serb air
lefences, power grids, arms fac-
tories, airports, army barracks
and command and contrel cen
ters across Yugoslavia and in
Kosovo,

Two B-2 Stealth
each carrying 16

boimmbers,
satellite-

Ten Y slav soldiers killed
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in__NATO attack

guided 1-ton bombs in the first
combat test of bal winged
plane, delivered some of (he
Reavies]  Lits el N O
couiand bunikers and air de

fernices, said a senior US defence
oftictal who spoke on condition
of anonymity,

The airstrikes, launched in
darkness Wednesday at about 8
pm in Yugoslavia (1900 GMT),
continued in waves through the
morning'. The bombing was ex-
doited o conlinue Thuarsdav
and possibly for weeks. ‘

Defence Secretary William
Cohen said NATO plunners
picked targets "with greal care,”

The NATO attack began with
sca = and air - launched ciise
nnseiles, nearly 100, manv
atmed ol the Serb's sophisti-
cated air defense system, in
cinding up 1o 1.000 Russian-de-
signed surface-to-air missiles
with advanced guidance sys
temis capiable of shooting down
alhed planes.

'S B-52 bombers,
fighter-bombers and F
Sleatitn bombers as well
Canadian ¥-18s and otlier
NATG mireralt tfrom 11 coun-
Iries. also were among the 400-
plane loree

Us and allied fighter-jets
downed al least two Soviet
inatie MiGs, The Pentagon sael
o NATO aircreall were lost as
serbs engaged in doglights
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You must be
destruction of forests and plantations
to meet the enormous demand of
timber is ultimately hampering the

ecological balance

is

aware that the massive

and frequently
bringing in natural calamities. We like
to draw your attention to the fact that
you no longer necessarily need to
decorate and furnish your homes,
offices and commercial places with
timber at our decaying environment's
cost, as Star Particle Board Mills Ltd.
providing you with the best
substitute for timber namely ean(]rex
which is made from Jute stalks --- an
abundantly available agricuitural by-
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rather than
craft missiles
Cohen ana Shelton refused

1o reveal what targets were hit.
but a US Navy official, speaking
on condition of anonvouty,
highly accitrate

launeh anti-air-

said
Tomahawk missilee. likely did
severe damage. '

At leasl one lactory that
makes parts for air defense
svstems was targeted, a US offi-
cial said, speaking ot eorulition
of anuvnymity.

Around Belgrade, NATO
siruck near a power plant and
the Batajnica militarv airport.
the main Serbian air base [6-
Km west ol the Serb capital.
Four missiles alse s' uch an
aireralt plamt al Par eve, six
mtes narth of Be'prade, de-
= rll}'lllt-__:"_ =eve el sadl j:llﬂnl‘?.".'.

The central Serb town  of
Rragujevac. a major military-
industral centre. was plinged
into darkness alier a heavy ex-
plosion  the private fews
agency Bera reported,

A power o also was hit in
the Kosovo tapital of Pristi ia,
diti sevieral heavy blasts ¢r me
irom around the nearby S!; 1ina
Airport. as well, the ofl.cial
Tanjug news agency reported.

Twenly-nine foreign jour-
nalists who we:e detained in
Yugoslavia in the wake of NATO
air strikes Lave been released. o
Yugoslay diplc uiat told US tele-
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Air strike to continue: Clinton

vision early today.

The United States vowed 11
day to continue bombing Y
goslavia until President Sloh
dan Milosevic withdraws his
forces from Kosovo and apre:

lo stop attacks on ethnic Al
nians.
‘It President Milosevie wil

nol make peace, we will Lt
his ability to make war, ' Presi
dent Bill Clinton said ir» a na-
tionally-televised address ns
bombs exploded :cross Yu.
goslavia.

Clinton argued that the
United States had a "me ral in:
peralive lo end Serb att cks on
Kosovar separatists and v ared
that it not stopped now, the cor
fliet could spread

"We art to protect thovsands
of innocent people n Kosovy
from a mounting military
lensive,” hie said. "We act to pre-
vent a wider wir, to defiise
powder Keg at the heart o Fu-
rope. thal bhas explocod rwice
belore 1 {lns

TeNTUry. wiily
calasiropiiic rsults”
He acknowledged hat ners

was a serious dange: of Ui eq
sualties but added: "1 4 con
vinced that the dangers of actr-
ing are lar outweighed b the
dangers of not acting -

The president also sad he
had no intention of seiding
ground troops to Kosovo ar part
of the NATO altacks ther. b
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Russia, China
condemn
bombmg
Mar:25 :
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is the most suitable substitute for timber 2
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Pak Senate slams rise of
violence against women

ISLAMABAD., Mar 25: A
Senate committee today be-
moaned an increase in violent
attacks agains! women. often
by their husbands or his par-
1S, reports AP

Pakistan's Lipper House of
parliament or Senate Commit-
tee on Human Rights urged the
government to “provide a sense
of securily” for women in Pak-
istan. i1 urged grealer emmphasis
on education for girls in a coun-
try with a literacy rate of barely
15 per cent among women.

The Seniate committee inves-
tigation and recoinmendation
followed a damning repor! last
montih by the Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan.

That report showed that 82
FH cent of women surveyed
eared violence "resulting from
their husband's displeasure
over minor matters” and 52 per
cent said they had been beaten
by their hushands.

'BRIEFLY

Bul more disturbing, said the
report, was the number ol
women killed in Pakistian olten
by their hushands, his parents
or her own brotlier and [ather.

The reasons ranged 1roin
giving birth to only daughters,
squabbling over linances, or
choosing a husband not selected
by her parents.

According to the report 685
women were killed in Pak-
istan's most populous Punjab
province last year,

Most of the women were
killed by a [amily member,
most often thelr husbands.

"Domestic vioilence sone-
Limes look the extreme form of
murder or attemipted murder,’
the report said, The method
commonly acdopted was bhurning
sintc:* it provided an abila 4
was invariably put to an soci-
dent while the viclim was cong
ing.’

Quake Shakes HOII K(E)Il e An earth-

quake centered in mainland China shoo

apartmentl buildings in

Hong Kong early Thursday but caused no apparent damage here, a
meleorologist said, AP reports from Hong Kong.

‘We have received about 10 reports, but no ene reported any
damage, only some lights swinging” said Y K Leung. u scientific of-
ficer al the Hong Kong Observatory. ~

Cold wave claims 1 in China: ..

lense cold sweeping across from Siberia has killed one person,

devastated livestock in the northwestern Chinese region of Xin-

jiang, official media said yesterday, AFP reports from Beijing.
More than 2,000 head of cattle and sheep also died in the freez-

ing cold, while over 800 more livestock were slau
Xinhua news agency reported. The cold front has

ghtered by wolves,
made usual sub-

zero lemperatures in the area even more biting, with temperatures
of less than minus 30 degrees Celsius.
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