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Bus plunge leaves 60
dead in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD, Mar 24: Sol-
diers were 'searching today for
more bodies in one of two
deadly bus accidents in eastern
Punjab province that killed as
many as 60 people, police said,
reports AP,

e army sent in dozens of
soldiers to dredge the Jehlum
canal near Mandi Bahauddin,
150 km north of Lahore, the
capital of the Punjab province.

A passenger bus plun%ed into
the canal on Tuesday killing 40
people, many of them women
and children.

As many as 20 other people
were injured, many of them
critically.

According to initial investi-
gations the driver of the bus was
speeding, failed to negotiate a
curve in the road and drove off
the road into a canal; police
said.

In another accident also on
Tuesday, a packed bus fell into a
ditch, near Kotli Sattian area,
50 km from the federal capital
of Islamabad, killing 20 people.

At least 30 other passengers
were injured in the accident.
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Police said the bus slipped
into the ditch while taking a
narrow turn, Many of the pas-
sengers, wi.o were killed, were
sitting on the roof of the bus.

No other details were imme-
diately available.

Shi'ite leader killed

Another report says: Sunni

Muslim militants shot and
killed a Shi'ite Muslim leader
in eastern Punjab province to-
day in the latest outbreak of re-
ligiously motivated violence,
police said. reports AP.

Four gunmen on motorcy-
cles opened fire on Barkat Ali, a
leader of the Shi'ite Muslim
group, Tehrik Nifaz Figah-e-
Jafria, or the Movement for the
Implementation of Shi'ite Law.

He was shot outside his
home in Tunsa area, 100 km
west of Multan.

Within hours police arrested
three suspects wﬁg were found
with automatic weapons in
their possession. They still are
searching for a fourth suspect,
said Police Superintendent
Ahmed Khan.

M

Israel detains 5 Hamas men:

Israeli troops detained five members of the militant Islamic
movement Hamas yesterday in a dawn raid on a village near
Bethlehem. Palestinian sources said, AFP reports from

Bethlehem.

The five men included the local Imam or prayer leader,
Sheikh Halid Husni Salameh, 36, who is known to be connected
to the Islamic resistance movement (Hamas), residents of the

village of Teqoa said.

Road accident kills 8 in India: cint

persons, including three women and two children, were killed

and four seriously injured when a | c

arrying them collided

with a Haryana roadways bus at village Garhi on Tuesday,
about 35 km from Hissar, police said, PTI reports from

Chandigarh,

The occupants of the jeep were returning from a place of wor-
ship near Gurgoan when the accident occurred on the Delhi-
Hissar national highway. The injured have been hospitalised at

Hansi.

Criticism about Academy Awards:

Actress Fernanda Montenegro made a veiled
ywood favouritism after she failed to win an award for her

Holl

attack on

role in "Central Station.” which was also nominated for an
Oscar. AP reports from Rio de Janeiro.

Montenegro, the first Latin American actress to be short-
listed for an Oscar. lost out to Gwyneth Paltrow, In a televised

interview Tuesday, the 69-year-ol

actress called Paltrow "this

romanlic figure, thin. pure, virginal." Brazil's media also went
on the attack Tuesday over the Academy Awards ceremony. *

Israel sends Bedouins back to Egypt:
The Israeli Acmy put some 600 Bedouin tribesman on buses and

sent them back to Egyp

t Tuesday, one week after the nomadic

group crossed the border illegally and lost a court battle to stay,

AP reports from Jerusalem.

Members of the same tribe who live in Israel. held up black
flags in a sign of mourning as they watched the deportation.
Brig. Gen. Yehiel Gozal, who was in charge of the military oper-
ation, said the group went peacefully. "This morning the evacu-

sation began.... with full cooperation from the tribe. They got
erito the buses. There were no problems,” he said.

.Armenians asked to t

out AIDS drug:

Armenia's health minister on Tuesday invited Armenians wit

AIDS or HIV 1o try out a new dru
has cured 14 people, AP reports

? treatment that proponents say
r

om Yerevarl.

Details of the reported cures remain under wraps. and the

doctors who demlnggd
basic information a

the treatment have refused to disclose
ut it — whether it's a new combination of

existing drugs or a completely new drug, for example.

US actor commits suicide: vaia

Strickland. the “"Suddenly
committed suicide by hanging

Susan’' actor who apparently
himself in a motel room, was due

in court in a drug case on the day he was found dead, records

show, AP reports from Las Vegas.

Police shed no new light Tuesday on Strickland's death.
which was discovered Monday morning. But records reviewed
in Los Angeles showed that he was supposed to have appeared in

court there on that day. Strickland was arrested on

ctober 31

for cocaine possession and pleaded no contest on December 21,
records show. He was put on probation for three years and or-
dered into a rehabilitation programme, He was due in court for
a progress report on that programme.

'Suu Kyi conspiring with West'

Junta terms Aris’s visa
appeal as political ploy

YANGON, Mar 24: Myan-
mar's oflicial press today ac-
cused the West of conspiring
with opposition leader Aun
San Suu Kyi to exploit the ter-
minal cancer of her husband to
discredit the government in
Yangon, reports AFP.

Michael Aris has asked
Myanmar for a visa so he can
say a final goodbye to his wife
but junta officials here have so
far stalled on the request.

In a rare public mention of
the apgnlicatjnn in the state con-
trolle ress, a commentary
branded the saga a 'political
ploy” by the West to take advan-
tage of the “cancer-stricken
plight of an ordinary person.”

"This like all previous ploys
is doomed to failure,” the article
said.

“If it were a purely personal
health and family matter... our
leaders would broadmindedly
not hesitate to grant the wish of
a dying man." it added.

However. the article in the
Burmese-language edilion of
the New Light of Myanmar
daily questioned the logic and
motivation behind the visa ap-
plication.

"One cannot help but wonder
why a critically ill person who
is within rcacl"; of the world's
best medical facilities right at
home has asked for a visa to be
with his wife." it said.

The commentator urged
Aung San Suu Kyi to leave for
Britain to visit her husband, a
course of action she would
surely follow "if she really had
any true Myanmar blood in
her."

Aides say Aung San Suu Kyi,
who is locked in a bitter politi-
cal struggle with the govern-
ment, fears she will be barred
from returning home if she
leaves the country to see Aris.

Her 27-year marriage is a
frequent target of the official
press which claims she is a
traitor to her "race" and a for-
eigner, making her ineligible
for high political office.

There are also regular accu-
sations that the Nobel Peace
Prize Winner is conspiring with
Western governments to over-
throw Myanmar's military au-
thorities.

Western nations includin
the Uniled States, Britain an
Australia have called on the
governuient to show compas-
sion by granting the visa.

Booker chairman
Sir Michael
Caine dies

LONDON, Mar 24: Sir
Michael Caine. chairman of the
food and agribusiness company
Booker PLC and the driving
force behind Britain's presti-
ﬁlnus Booker Prize for fiction,

as died at 71, reporis AP.

Caine died of cancer on Sat-
urday in London, the company
said.

Possessed of a strong social
conscience and a keen mind,
Caine believed companies

should be active beyond busi- -

ness and he saw the 20,000-
pound (32,000 dollars}] Booker
Prize as an encouragement to
new writing in Britain and the
Commonwealth of its former
colonies,

Considered Britain's highest
literacy honour, it has recog-
nised novelists such as Salman
Rushdie, Iris Murdoch, lan
McEwan and Peter Carey.

The prize, modelled on
France's Prix Goncourt, was es-
tablished in 1968 when Caine
was an executive and board
member of Booker PLC.

He chaired the Booker Prize
Management Committee for 23
years, hosting the annual
award dinner that is now tele-
vised live,

Caine had no interest in

crea bestsellers and was un-
concerned that some winners
were obscure. "If that were all
we wanted, there would be no
need for judges and the Jeffrey
Archers would win." he said,

International
Paraguayan Vice President

assassinated

ASUNCION, Mar 24;: Vice
President Luis Maria Argana, |
bitter rival of Paraguay's Presi-
dent, was killed in a hail of
bullets Tuesday by gunmen in
military uniform, plunging the
Sotith American nation into
turmoil, reports AFP.

P'olice said four men wearing
military camouflage uniforms
opened fire with a shotgun and
ati M-16 rifle as the Vice Presi-
dent was going to his office in
the capital Tuesday morning.

"He was shot &ree or four
times in the heart, the side and
the legs," Argana's personal at-
torney Icho Planas told local
radio.

President Raul Cubas, who
took office for a four-year term
last August, ordered the nation’s
borders sealed, and barred
airplanes from entering or
leaving the country, as police
hunted the assassins.

But the Vice President's sup-
porters in the sharply divided
Colorado rulinrg party immedi-
ateclly pointed fingers at Cubas
and his political mentor, re-

! tired general Lino Oviedo.

Cubas and Oviedo "will be
hung in a public square, to-
ether with their families",
lanas warned, adding he pre-
dicted the assassination "is the
beginning of a blood-bath for
our country.”

Former President Juan Car-
los Wasmosy, Cubas’ predeces-
sor, read a statement to re-

Enﬂers blaming Cubas for the
illing.

"The person responsible for
the period of chaos, violence
and bloodshed that Paraguay is
undergnin%) is the head of the
execulive branch,” said Was-
mosy. accused by Cubas last
month of conspiring with Ar-

ana, 66, to oust him from of-
ce.

Meanwhile, police dispersed
about 100 protesters demon-
strating before the presidential
palace demanding Cubas' resig-
nation. '

As news of the killing spread
in the capital, Argana's sup-
porters smashed car windows
and beat ruling party or opposi-
tion officials and tried to enter

the American hospital where
the vice president was taken.
The assassination added a
new. crisis to the heap of woes
troubling Paraguay, which
marked the 10th anniversary of
the return to democracy last
month but had little to cele-
brate with political infighting,
a protracted economic crisis
and endemic corruption.
Paraguayan TV showed the
vice president slumped on the
backseat, his white shirt and tie
splattered with blood. A body-
guard in the front passenger
seat was also gravely wounded,

. Cubas told a news conference
later Tuesday that three sus-
Pects were being sought and that
a burnt-out gelaway truck had
been found blocks from the
scene.

Cubas named his brother
Carlos Cubas as interior minis-
ter late Tuesday, after the resig-
nation of Ruben Arias Men-
doza, who offered no explana-
tion for his departure. Cubas
said his brother will head the
investigation into Argana's
death.

-:-I. > - e ok s 3 : 2 G- = i - i f -Irl A 2 .:. o, % F
¥ : 4 s e 1.- i xul-l - X ! ¢ A = r e

The Baily St

Pilgrims walk in a Makkah street on Tuesday, two days before the start of the main rites

of the Hayjj.

— AFP photo

‘Armed forces to be put on high alert’

MOSCOW, Mar 24: Russia,
angry at NATO's decision to
launch air strikes against Yu-
goslavia soon, said today it
would place its armed forces on
higher alert if bombs dropped
and was considering other mea-
sures.

Earlier, Prime Minister
Yevgeny Primakov called off a
visit to Washington when just
two hours away from the United
States, ordering his plane home
after US Vice President Al Gore
told him by telephone NATO

strikes were almost certain.
"l do not think that the

strikes will help stabilise the
situation in Kosovo," Primakov
said upon his arrival, "On the
contrary, it will be destabilis-
ing, and damage will be in-
flicted both on our relations
with the United States and with
stability in Europe."

NATO strikes appeared im-
minent after last-mninute peace
talks with Yugoslavia over
Kosovo failed Tuesday and Yu-
goslav officials declared a state
of eme cy — one step below a
state ol war. NATO has threat-
ened force il Yugoslavia does
not accept a settlement in
Rosovo, a province where Yu-
goslav forces are battling ethnic
Albanian guerillas.

"If war unlolds in the
Balkans, tlie Defence Ministry
will iindertake a series of mea-
sures to increase military
readiness,” Defence Ministry
spokesman Vyacheslav Sedov
told Reuters.

Russia routinely raises ils
alert status during times of ten-
sion but does not often publicise
such moves.

Primakov said his decision
to turn back was agreed with
President Boris Yeltsin, who is
recovering from a stomach ul-
cer al a residence outside
Moscow. Russia has steadfastly
opposed military action against
Yugoslavia over its refusal to
sign a peace deal on Serbia's
rebel province of Kosovo.

Russian news agencies said
the two men had spoken by
telephone on Wednesday and
were likely to meet to discuss
the crisis once the premier had
been briefed by the defence and

foreign ministers.

“l do not think these strikes
can bring stability in Kosovo,”
Primakov said after arriving
back in Moscow, "On the con-
trary, the situation will be
destabilised and our relations
with the United States and sta-
bility in Europe will suffer.”

Foreign Minister Igor
Ivanov told reporters Russian
officials had already drawn up
contingency plans.

Yeltsin sent a message to US
President Bill Clinton on Tues-
day saying he was categorically
opposed to NATO using force
against Yugoslavia, presiden-
tial aide Sergei Prikhodko was
quoted as saying by the Interfax
NEWS agency. The report gave no
other details of Yeltsin's re-

Sponse.

Primakov had planned
meetings with Clinton and US
Vice President Al Gore on a wide
range of issues. including the
possibility of new loans for
Russia’'s troubled economy,

Bul Primakov decided he did
not warit to be in the US capital
when it appeared his visit

i - [t
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Primakov calls off US visit as
NATO orders airstrikes

would ecoincide with NATO
bombing raids in Yugoslavia a
long-time Russian ally.

- When planning the trip.
Primakov Ead hoped to focus
on winning financial aid from
the International Monetary
Fund and other foreign lenders.
Primakov had planned to meet
IMF chief Michel Camdessus
during his time in Washington.

46 pc Americans for
action against Serbs

AP adds: Less than hall of
Americans in a survey say they
favour the United States being
part of a military action
against Serb targets, and four
out of five believe the president
should get approval from
Congress before sending troops
to Kosovo.

The Gallup Poll released
Tuesday said 46 per cent favour
the Untied States joining NATO
in air and missile attacks.
while 43 per cent oppose the
idea. In February, the f{igures
were 43 per cent favouring. 45
per cent opposing.

US special enveoy Richard Holbrooke (left) and NATO
General Secretary Javier Solana brief media at the al-
liance's headquarters in Brussels on Tuesday. After

Holbrooke's final diplomatic effort's in Belgrade failed,
Solana said he had ordered air strikes against Yugoslavia.

— AFP photo

'Sanctions to go after Libya

- hands over two suspects

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 24:
The UN Security Council said
Tuesday it will lift sanctions
against Libya when Tripoli sur-
renders two suspects wanted for
the 1988 bombing of a PanAm

jet over Lockerbie, Scotland. ™

reports AFP.

Handing over the pair would
lead to "the immediate suspen-
sion of sanctions, with a view of
lifting them as soon as circum-
stances permit,” Security Coun-
cil president Qin Huasun of
China told reporters here.

On Friday, Libya agreed to
deliver tke two suspects "On or
before April 6" to a Scottish-law
court in the Netherlands to
stand trial for the December
1988 attack that caused 270
deaths.

Tripoli's. pledge was an-
nounced by South African
President Nelson Mandela and
confirmed in a letter from

Libyan diplomatic chief Omar
Al-Mountasser to UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan.

The Council "welcomed™ a
letter, Qin said after a closed-
door meeting of the UN body.

_Under the UN deal, the sanc-
tions are to be lifted 90 days af-
ter the two suspects are handed
over,

Libya had asked the Secu-
rity Council to adopt a resolu-
tion making the accord bind-
ing, particularly the United Na-
tions’ promise to lift the sanc-
tions imposed on the North
African nation since 1992,

But US and British Council
members opposed a draft reso-
lution proposed by Gambia, ar-
guing that it would take too long
to approve an official text.

As a compromise, Tuesday's
press statement on the issue
will be annexed to a letter from

cm——

Madurese refugees await evacuation

UN team i E Timor to prepare
for vote on autonomy

JAKARTA. Mar 24; A seven-
member team of UN officials
visited East Timor today to pre-
pare for 4 vote on autonomy in
the former: Portuguese colony,
reports AP,

The team, including UN rep-
resentative Tamrath Samuel,
was expected to meet military
and community leaders as well
as local -government officials
such as Gov. Abilio Jose Soares,

Indonesia has said it would
grani independence to East
Timor if its people reject an au-
tmmm&; package that is being
craited in negotiations at UN
headquarters in New York.

Indonesian Foreign Minis-
ter Ali Alatas said he hoped the
ballot could be held in July.

Previously, Indonesia had
ruled out a refereridum on inde-
pendence in East Timor. which
has suffered guerilla fighting
and human rights abuses since
Ilréggnesian troops invaded in

The government-sponsored

- National Commission on Hu-

man Rights has formed a panel

on human rights in East Timor
in an attempt to promote recon-
ciliation among rival factions.

In recent months, there has
been sporadic violence between
supporters and opponents of
independence..

Meanwhile, tmugls guarded
several thousand refugees today
in a part of Borneo where armed
gangs have killed as many as

00 members of a resented eth-
nic group.

A day earlier, security forces
shot and killed four fighters
while trying to disperse indige-
nous Malay and Dayak men
who tried to attack immigrants
from the island of Madura.

Military transport planes
have flown in hundreds of rein-
forcements to help evacuate
remaining Madurese in Sambas
district, ‘an Indonesian coastal
area in western Bormeo Island,

There are about 3,000 police
and soldiers in the region, but
they are outnumbered by war-
riors with spears, swords and
homemade guns who control
many villages.

Train derails in Kenya: 30 killed |

NAIROBI; Mar 24: A Kenyan
passenger train carrying hun-
dreds of [oreign tourists and
Kenyans to the coastal port of
Mombasa derailed at high speed
today. killing at least 30 people,
reporis Reulers.

Police initially said at least
50 people were feared killed.
They later said they had con-
firmed 30 dead but expected the
toll to rise.

Witnesses said at least 23
fnreirfners on their way to beach
holidays were critically injured
— including Americans,
Germans and Canadians — and
that dozens more were unac-
counted for.

The overnight train, popular
among tourists travelling from
Nairobi to Kenya's spectacular
Indian ocean coastal resorts
near Mombasa, derailed near a
junction called Man-Eaters
around 300 ki southeast of the

Kenvan capital.

The junction is named after
two lions which ate dozens of
workers when the railway was
being built in the last century.

Survivors of the accident
said the train was barrelling
along at high speed when it
jumped the tracks, flipping one
carrla%e upside down and at
least four others onto their
sides.

"There were a lot of dead and
dying," said Daniel Burstow, a
20-year old British geography
student from Sussex
University.

"Ome of the carriages in third
class was thrown upside down
and that is where the people
died," said Michael Greenwood,
a 59-year-old US citizen from
Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

They said survivors were
unable to escape through the
train doors so had to break

windows to free themselves.

“All the doors were locked
and nobody had the keys to un-
lock them." Greenwood said,

A French Embassy official
said 86 French nationals were
on the train but it was not
known if any were hurt.

A Kenvan Air Force plane
airlifted 23 ecritically injured
foreigners 1o Nairobi's Wilson
Airpori. One woman constantly
moaned in pain as they were
taken off the aircraft on
stretchers and rushed to
Nairobi's main hospital. Others
were bloodied and bruised.

A spokeswoman for the
African Medical Research
Foundation [AMREF) private
medical charity said it believed
around 400 passengers wWere oil
the train wEen it derailed at
aboutl 4:30 am (0130 GMT)] and
that most of the dead were trav-
elling in the third class seclion.

Two 'N Korean' spy ships

. tlee Japanese waters

TOKYO, Mar 24: The Japa-
nese navy failed to seize two
suspected North HKorean spy
boats which ignored warning
shots as they fled through the
night from Japanese territorial
waters, officials said Wednes-
day, reports AFP.

"We could not help but decide
to stop our chase as (the shif{xsgl

€

‘gnored our warning and

toward North Korea," Defence
Agency Chief Hosei Norota told
a news conference.

A Japanese naval flotilla
stopped pursuing one of the
high-speed beats as it moved
out of Japan's air defence zone
toward the Korean peninsula at
3:20 am (1820 GMT Tuesday).

"It could provoke a danger-
ol1s situation if we pursued fur-
ther. "Norota said.

The chase of the second ship
ended by 8:00 am (2300 GMT) as
it too crossed the air defence
zone, about 500 kilometers (310
miles) outside Japan's airspace
and which serves as a limil for
triggering air force scraml?'lea.

‘Norota said a Japanese pa-
trol plane detected a suspected
North Korean airplane ‘ap-
proaching the area where the
Japanese naval vessels were
giving chase.

The suspicious boats, were
each about 30 metres (100 feet)
long and 100 tonnes in weight
ar‘g bristled with antennae.

They were disguised as
Japanese fishing boats but had
no fishing gear on board, ac-
cording to photographs pro-
vided by the coast guard.

the Security Council to Annan
and published as an official
document, Qin said,

Meanwhile, US Ambassador
to the UN, Peter Burleigh.
called the Libyan letter a "posi-
tive development."”

The two suspects should be
handed over "as soon as possi-
ble and the earlier the better,”
he told reporters. ;

. "We hope the Libyan authori-
ties will cooperate fully with
the secretary general. who's iry-
ing to get in touch with them
now to establish a firm date,”
Burleigh said.

Bolh Burleigh and his
British counterpart Jeremy
Greenstock met Annan Monday
to discuss whether the Libyans
had given precise information
on the extradition of Abdel Bas-
sel Ali El-Megrahi and Al-
Amin Khalifa Fhimah:

Indian movie
to be shot in
Pakistan

PATIALA, Mar 24: Fer the
first time ever, an Indian movie
will be shot in Pakistan with
the Nawaz Sharif government
giving consent for the shooting
of a full-length Punijabi feature
film on Shaheed Udham Singh.

Bollywoord actor Raj Babbar,
who plays the lead role in the
film Shaheed Udham Singh,
told PTI yesterday that the Pak-
istan government had for the
first time Lﬁlw_-n its consent for
shootin e film on their soil.

Popular Punjabi singer Gur-
das Mann has been signed to
play the role of Bhagat Singh in
the film which is currently un-
der production here, Babbar
said.

The film depicis Hie saerl
fice Ram Mohammed Sinzn |
Azad, pﬂgulaﬂ}' kknewn as Sha-
heed Udham Singh, made in 2
bid to break away from the
shackles of British rule.

Udham Singh had taken a
vow to avenge the death of thou-
sands who were massacred at
Jallianwala Bagh in Amri{sar
ont April 13, 1919,

He succeeded in Killing Gen-
eral Michael O'Dyer in London
for ordering the massacre-

Suharto’s son

to go on trial

in April

JAKARTA, Mar 24: Son of
former Indonesian president
Suharto will stand trial next
month for his suspected in-
volvement in a multi-million
dollar land scam, reports said
today, says AFFP,

The Dossier on Hutomo
"Tommy" Mandala Putra,
Suharto’'s youngest son, was
handed to the South Jakarta
District Court Tuesday by a psuls-
lic prosecutor, the state Antaca
News cy said.

"I think a trial for his case
will be held in early April be-
cause we have to appoint meiri-

bers of the judge first," heard of
south Jakarta court JA Situra

| was quoted as saying Tuesda:

US President Bill Clinton (R) meets with Palestinian A‘uthnrity Leader 'Yasser Arafat (L)
in the Oval Office at the White House in Washington on Tuesday. The two leaders dis-

cussed relations in the Middle East.

— AFP photo

Arafat insists US hasn't
rejected statehood

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 24:
Insisting that the United States
has not rejected Palestinian
statehood, Yasser Arafat on

Tuesday repeated President Bill

Clinton's pledge in December
that the Palestinian people are
free to determine their destiny
on their own land, reports AP.

Speaking to reporters after
meeting with UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan, the Pales-
tinian leader said he was con-
sulting with world leaders on
the "sacred date” of May 4 — the
day he has said he intends to
make a unilateral declaration
of statehood.

Following his global consul-
tations, he said the Palestinian

leadership will meet and decide
what to do on the statehood is-
sL€e,

Arafat noted that UN resolu-
tion 181, adopted in 1947, refers
to a Palestinian state — and he

said Annan supports it. The
resolution also ecalls for

Jerusalem to become an inter-
national city.

Israel’'s UN Ambassador
Dore Gold Accused the Pales-
tinian leader of trying to "stake
territorial claims inside of Is-
rael.”

Arafat flew to New York
from Washington, where he is
under pressure from Congress
and the Clinton administration
to postpone a  declaration of

- statehood. After his meetin

with Annan, which he calle
“ver{‘iguitful." he returned to
Washington for talks with Clin-
ton.

The Clinton administration
has said it opposes a unilateral
declaration of statehood and
also any unilateral actions by
either side that could impede
the peace process. _

Meanwhile, Jewish settlers
serambled to build homes on
another West Bank hilltop. try-
ing to prevent the land from be-

coming part of a future Pales-
tinian state.

A dozen ‘mobile homes, a
tent, and two partially-con-
structed houses crowded this
hilltop separated from the
larjgfer Batl Ayin settlement by a
half mile of steep, winding dirt
road. A jackhammer cleared
rocks, workers installed pipes,
and a young couple painted the
floor ufrtheir wooden house.

Eliezer Hallor, laying a wa-
ter line Tuesday to the new set-
tUement. said the area was "state
land." Gesturing toward the val-
ley separating the settlement
from neighbouring Palestinian
villages, 24 Kkm south ol
Jerusalem, he said, "the state
owns it so that the Arabs don't
take it."

Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat raised his concerns
about accelerated settlement
expansion with President Bill
Clinton .in their meeting
Tuesday at the White House.



