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Barbados gain
70-run lead

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados,

Mar 22: Barbados secured a first
innings lead of 70 over
Trinidad and Tobago despite a
half century by the visitors’
captain, Ian Bishop, on the sec-
ond day of the regional Busta
Cup cricket final, reports AP.

Barbados, resuming on 258
for eight, were bowled out for
289 at Kensington Oval in
Bridgetown. The Trinidadians,
at one stage 125 for eight, recov-
ered to make 219 before they
were dismissed on the stroke of
the close.

Bishop made 52 as he and
tailenders Mukesh Persad and
Marlon Black put on 94 runs for
the last two wickets. Persad
made 20 and Black 21 not out,
his highest first-class score.

Trinidad and Tnbagn's top
order had earlier crumbled un-
der the pressure sustained by
fast bowlers Corey Collymore
and Hendy Bryan, and from
left-arm spinner Winston Reid.

Only recent Test players Su-
ruj Ragoonath (30) and Lincoln
Roberts (33) made any impres-
sion before the late order spared
their blushes.

Collymore was the most suc-
cessful bowler, taking the
wicket of Bishop among his
four for 39 off 16 overs, his best
first-class figures. Reid took
three for 64 off 22 overs and
Bryan two for 37 off 20 overs.

Earlier Reid had contributed
a enterprising, undefeated 33 as
the home team stretched its
first innings to 289,

Mervyn Dillon added
wicket of Collins to end with
four for 57 off 22 overs. Fellow
fast bowler Marlon Black took
two for 59 off 13.4 overs and off-
spinner Mukesh Persad cap-
tured two for 70 off 28 overs.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at the close of
Piay on the second day in the
our-day Busta Cup cricket final
between Barbados and Trinidad
and Tobago at Kensington Oval
in Barbados Sunday:

BARBADOS: First innings

Campbell ¢ smith b Persad 62
Wallace b Dillon 16
Griffith ¢ wk Williams b Persad 58
Reifer b Bishop 9
Hoyte ¢ wk Willilams b Simmons 17
Hinds ¢ wk Williams b Black T
Rrevvme ¢ Ganga b Dillon 15
wos p -t € WK Wililiamis b Dillon ok
Reid not out 33
Collins ¢ Smith b Dillon 3
Collymore b Black 4
Extras: (Ib-7, nb-13) 20
Total: (All out) 289

Fall cf wists: 1-23: 2-134: 3-
153; 4-153; 5-180: 6-180: 7-238:

8-255; 9-263,

Bowler O M R W
Dillon 22 T 57 4
Black 134 2 59 2
Bishop 20 4 47 1
Simmons 14 2 48 1
Persad 28 8 70 =

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO:
first innings

Ragoonath ri*l Wallace b Reid 30
Ganga b Collymore 9
Rampersad c Browneb Reid 9
Roberis b Collymore 33
smith ¢ Reifer b Bryan 6

Simmons ¢ Wallace b Collins 13
Williams Ibw b Collymore 4

Bishop Ibw b Collymore 52
Dillon Ibw b Bryan 0
Persad c Collins b Reid 20
Black not out 21
Extras: (Ib-13, nb-9) 22
Total: (All out) 219

Fall of wkts: 1-31; 2-46; 3-67:
4-74; 5-101; 6-114; 7-124, 8-125,
9-162.

Bowler 0O M R w
Collins 13 0 56 |
Collymore 164 4 39 4
Bryan 20 9 37 2
Reid 22 2 64 3
Hinds 2 0 10 O

Hackett upsets
Thorpe, Klim

BRISBANE, Mar 22(Reuters/
Internet): Grant Hackett up-
staged fellow world champions
[an Thorpe and Michael Klim to
score a surprise win in the
men's 200 metres freestyle at
the Australian swimming
championships on Monday.

The 18-year-old Hackett,
who won the 1,500 metres at
last year's world champi-
onships in Perth, powered
hhome in a rapid one minute
16.99 seconds to claim the title
ahead of Thorpe and Klim, both
more fanciegxat the shorter
distance.

"To be honest, my main goal
mni%ht was Just to get into the
top four and achieve that and
then see what I could do from
there,” Hackett said.

"To see a 1:46 next to my
name, that's a time that very
rarciy gets on the clock. To do it
tonight was unbelievable."

Hackett's time was the fifth-
fastest in history and just 0.30
seconds outside [talian Giorgio
Lamberti's world record of
1:46.69 set in Bonn in 1989,

Hackett was under Lamber-
ti's world record schedule at the
halfway mark of Monday’'s race
but was unable to maintain his
Irantic pace over the final 100
metres,

Thorpe and Klim were also
on world record pace at the
haltway stage but faded in the
last 75m with Thorpe finishing
second in 1:47.08 and Klim
third in 1:47.97.

Regarded primarily as a dis-
tance swimmer, Hackett was
not expected to challenge either
Klim or Thorpe over 2 metrgs.

Klim won the 200 metres ‘at
last year's waorld champi-
onships while Thorpe, who won
the 400 in Perth, has since es-
tablished himself as the domi-
nant force in middle-distance
swimming.

Thorpe came within 0.01
seconds of Lamberti's mark --
the oldest world record in men's
swimming -- in Kuala Lumpur
and expectations were high &at
he could break it on Monda
after he swam the second-
fastest time in history for the
400 metres on Saturday.

He qualified fastest for
Monday's final but was always
a stroke behind Hackett in the
main event.

"There was a lot of pressure
on me tonight but I didn't feel
it,” Thorpe said. It didn't have
an effect on me. T just didn't Teel
comfortable in the water."

the

WELLINGTON,

~ Mar 22 (AP/Reu-
. ters): South Afri-
can captain Han-
sie Cronje Mon-
day dedicated the
win to outgoing convener of
selectors Peter Pollock and
coach Bob Woolmer, who will
both the quitting after the
World Cup.

"It has been a great 15 days of
cricket and it was a very impor-
tant series for us especially be-
cause it will be the end of an
era,” Cronje said.

The South African skipper
believed the back-to-back Test
series wins over the West Indies
and [v.w Zealand were built on
last year's devastating loss to
England.

Cronje's team led 1-0 on the:
five-Test series against England
last year before falling 2-1.

After that disaster the South
Africans set goals for each of
their team members and Cronje
said the players had responded
brilliantly with a 5-0 win over
the Windies and 1-0 win over
New Zealand.

"Our batting let us down in
the last two Tests in England.
We set goals to get our batting
going and the last two series
will be dedicated to our bats-
men," Cronje said Monday.

"In the last two Tests, when
it mattered our batting let us
down. It hurt us all, We worked
on it and we shown how mature
our batting has become.”

South African batsmen have
scored 11 centuries in the last
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SHARING THE JOY: South African fast

eight Tests against none by West
Indies or New Zealand.

"We've set players target to
achieve year by year. I think
we've come a long way since,”
Cronje said. "It was a problem
in England and before in Aus-
tralia. It let us down in the last
two tests.

effort
at big
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"A tremendous battin
in the first Test gave us t

owler Allan Donald ( R) congratulates teammate
Daryll Cullinan after the eight-wicket victory over New Zealand in the third and final Test
in Wellington yesterday. Donald, an almost regular member of the Proteas at Test and
one-day international level, missed this Test due to injury.

Hansie pays his tribute

BOB WOOLMER

score. The confidence the guys
got from it certainly helped us
through.

The first two Tests in the
three-match series ended in
frustrating draws.

South Africa failed to force g
win in Auckland on a contro-
versially sticky wicket while
rain cut short the second Test in

—AFP photo

Christchurch.

"As much as it was frustrat-
ing it was also very rewarding,"
Cronje said of the win.

"You don't win a Test series
in just the first or the second
Test... you've got to do it over 15
days. The first 10 days was very
much the case of setting up the
Test series.”

Cronje said Woolmer had
helped the batting side of the
Proteas' game mature.

Bob took over when it was a
youngish side. It was important
for me for someone to help me
as a captain,” Cronje said. "He
did a tremendous job. He helped
me find my own feet. Some-
times your confidence goes as a
captain when your form is not
right. He has been tremendous
in that.”

Woolmer, who emigrated to
South Africa in 1982, said he
thoroughly enjoyed his time
with the team. '

"The players have finished it
with a 6-0 record," Woolmer
said of the wins over the West
Indies and New Zealand.

‘I've learnt a lot. Hopefully
I've managed to pass on some of
my knowledge to them."

Woolmer ended his five-year
reign as coach but believes the
country is in good hands.

Woolmer, the former Eng-
land Test batsmen who too
over the South African job after
a player rebellion against Mike
Proctor in 1994, has turned the
Proteas to one of the top two
Test teams in world cricket,
along with Australia.

UNDATED (AP/
Internet): Evander
Holyfield and Le-
nnox Lewis have
agreed on terms to
fight again for the
undisputed heavyweight cham-
pinnsﬂip. Now promoter Don
King must set a date and find a
site willing to fork out millions
for a tarnished rematch.

King said Sunday that both
fighters want the bout in
September, and that both would
be guaranteed 15 million US
dollars for the rematch. Possi-
ble sites include New York, Las
Vegas. London and South
Alfrica.

The fight is far from a done
deal, however. Among the is-
sues remaining are terms of a
pay-per-view deal with HBO,
and whether the network and
promoters for Lewis will agree
to a fight in which King retains
a major role,

ditionally, HBO has al-
ready reserved a September
pay-per-view date for its other
star fighter, Oscar De La Hoya.

"We have no deal struck for a
rematch." said HBO senior vice
president Lou DiBella, whose
network has a long-term con-
tract with Lewis. "We haven't sat
down yet and spoken to Lewis
and his peo

——

a $5 million cut for Holyfield
and a S5 million increase for
Lewis from their March 13 fight

that ended in a controversial
draw.

"It's parity and that's impor-
tant,” Lewis' manager, Frank
Maloney, said.

King said he received Holy-
field's signature for a rematch
Saturday. ;

Lewis had a clause in his

le.” ;
The palytg}rs would represent

contract for th= first fight call-
ing for him to get S15 million in
any rematch.

"This is the only corrective
we have in boxing ... when we
have a dispute is to have a re-
match,"” I(Eng told Fox News
Channel from his Florida
home.

Holyfield kept his WBA and
IBF titles while Lewis retained
his WBC title when three ring-
side judges decided the 12-round
bout that Lewis appeared to
dominate was actually a draw.

The decision sparked three
different investigations, with a
particular focus on the scorin
of Judge Eugenia Williams o
Atlantic City, who scored the
fight for Holyfield 115-113.
Larry O'Connell of England
scored it 115-115, while South
African judge Stan Chris-
todoulou Favoured Lewis, 116-
113.

The fighters hadn't even left
the ring and King was already
trying to promote a rematch.
Hours later, the heads of the
WBA., IBF and WBC agreed, or-
dering a rematch within six
months to unify the title once
and for all.

"This is the only fight that
boxing needs at the moment.
Nothing else matters,” Maloney
said from London. "The only
thing Lennox says is why has it
taken so long to get it on

again?"”
Tho the first fight was a -
financial success, selling out

Madison Square Garden at
rices ranging from $100 to
51.5@3 a seat and drawing 1.1
million pay-per-view buys, sell-
inﬁ]the rematch may be more
ditficuit.
Apart from the scoring dis-
pute, there was little in the fight

 bility of King shoppi

_Are-bout on the cards?

itself to merit a rematch. Holy-
field. looking every day of his
36 years, fought ineffectively
and never hurt Lewis, who
scored easily with jabs and
right leads but never tried to put
Holyfield away.

The result was a fight that
settled into a predictable pat-
tern after the Efth round, with
neither fighter seemingly will-
ing to risk what was necess
to take the decision out of the
judge's hands.

Madison Square Garden
Eaid $8.5 million to stage the

ght, and sold some $11 mil-
lion in tickets. But it's doubtful
the same kind of money would
be paid for the rematch. and Las
Vegas casinos are also leery of
paying big money for the

That leaves open the possi-
the fight
overseas, with England and
South Africa mentioned as pos-
sible sites. Lewis fights out of
England.

"The favourite at this mo-
ment in time has to be America
with South Africa second and
England and Scotland third
and fourth," Lewis promoter
Panos Eliades said. "South
Africa alyaeals to everybody but
they need the money to pay peo-
ple's expenses, to fly everyone
in and house them down there."

King, meanwhile, denied in-
fluencing the judging of the
fight to keep control of the
heavyweight titles.

"l have nothing to do with
the outcome of an event," King
said. "l have nothing to do with
the appointment of the offi-
cials.

"I feel the draw was justified
because that's what the judges
rendered.”
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Winners

unnahar Hall arml spu
provost Prof Sultana Shafi at the Dhaka University
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competition receive their prizes from
central playground yesterday.

BM Rahman
Memorial
cricket

The final of the BM Rahman
memorial Gold Cup cricket
tournament was held on Sun-
day at Kusumpur Jagoroni
Sangsad playground at Sira-
jdikhan in Munshiganj dis-
trict, reports APB.

Eight teams from Dhaka and
other places took part in the
tournament, sponsored by the
BM Rahman Trust and organ-
ised br' the Jagoroni Sangsad.

Pallabi Cricket Club of
Dhaka became champions with
Kathaltali Club runners-up.

Director of Beximco Group
Mrs S M Kamal was the chief
guest in the concluding function
and Khaleda Mannan, eldest
daughter of late BM Rahman,
gave away the trophies.

Inter-varsity
handball

By JU Correspondent

Rajshahi women and Chit-
tagong men's teams won their
respective matches in the inter-
university handball tourna-
ment at the Jahangirnagar
University yesterday.

In the men's semifinals to-
day, Dhaka will take on Chit-
tagong while Rajshahi meet the
hosts.

Besides, in the women's sec-
tion, JU face Rajshahi in their
last match also today.

L] - L
Nielsen wins Cup
for 10-man Spurs

LONDON, Mar 22(Reuters/
Internet): Danish midfielder
Allan Nielsen scored an in-
jlyr}r-tjme goal to give 10-man

ottenham Hotspur a 1-0 win
over Leicester City in thé En-
lish League Cup final at Wemb-
ey on Sunday.

Tottenham, who had de-
fender Justin Edinburgh sent
off for swinging a punch at Rob-
bie Savage after 63 minutes,
had barely threatened Leices-
ter's goal in a scrappy game al-
most devoid of chances at either
end.

But three minutes into in-
Jury time Steffen Iversen bore
in from. the right and when Le-
icester keeper Kasey Keller par-
ried his shot. Nielsen dived to
head in from point-blank
range.

It was an unlikely finish to
what had been a forgettable
match between two teams from
the middle of the premier
league.

But it gave Tottenham, one
of Enﬁlish soccer's big names,
their first trophy since the F.A.
Cup in 1991 and the chance of a
domestic cup double - they play
Newcastle United in the F.A.
Cup semifinals next month.

In a pedestrian first half Le-
icester's only scent of goal came
after 21 minutes when Emile
Heskey pulled back the trigger
for a shot only for Swiss céntre
back Ramon Vega to block.

Tottenham could find no
way through the hard-working
three-layered Leicester rear-

uard and Iversen's mistimed
eader from a 40th minute free
kick was their best first half
effort,

F- I i]] 'b -
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I Sampras

KEY BISCAYNE, Florida,
Mar 22 [Reuters/ Internet): Pete
Sampras says he is in no hu
to reclaim the world's top rank-
ing but that the fire still burns
within him to prove he is the
best.

Pete Sampras, never too
comfortable under the spot-
light, went into the round of 16
at the Lipton Championships
Sunday night with a routine 7-
9, 6-3 victory over ever-danger-
ous Jonas Bjorkman of Sweden.

"If you keep on winning, get
to the weekends and finals, you
get the attention," said Sam-
pras. "That's never been my fo-
cus. If it was, I'd look a lot dif-

ferent, maybe get a few tattoos.,
a few earrings and maybe dye

.my hair blond."

With Yevgeny Kafelnikov
getling bounced out in his open-
ing-round match and Patrick
Rafter falling 7-6 (7-5), 6-4 Sun-
day to Germany's Nicolas
Kiefer, the chase to unseat
Spain's new number one Carlos
Moya has narrowed to Sampras
and Alex Corretja.

Sampras, who had played
only seven matches this season
coming into this champi-
onship, said Sunday that "the
fire is still there,” to be the best.

"I still want to go out and
want to win and compete," said
Sampras, who next plays
Spaniard Albert Costa. "It could
be Kafelnikov could touch it
(number one), Rafter could
touch it.

‘It's not the reason I'm play-
ing the game, to be number one
in March. It comes down to the
end of the year."

If Moya, the top seed who
prevailed in a three-set struggle
Sunday with Jason Stoltenberg,
loses to France's Sebastien
Grosjean Monday, and Sampras

ets past Costa,

erican would regain the
number one ranking, which he
has held at the end of the last
Six successive seasons.

Corretja needs to win the ti-

tle to have a chance at the top
ranking. The fourth-seeded
Spaniard advanced Sunday
with a three-set win over Ra-
mon Delgado of Paraguay. Next
up for him is a stadium court
match against Swede Thomas
Engvist.

Sampras was his usual cool
self when discussing the chase
for number one, but he showed
some uncharacteristic (fire
when he ripped into tourna-
ment organisers for exiling him
to the Grandstand Court for his
match on Monday.

"It's an absolute shock to
me," Sampras said. "l haven't

& ;:E- % %‘:ﬁgﬁd on the Grandstand in

§. How many Slams or how
many tournaments do [ have to
win to get on stadium court at
this tournament."

then the -

Elliott finds his feet

ST JOHN'S, An-
tigua, Mar 22:
Australian opener
Matthew Elliott
returned to forme
| el with an unbeaten
107 against West Indies A on
Sunday to ensure he retained
his Test place, reports Reuters.

Elliott's highest score of the
tour carried the Australian sec-

ond innings to 223 for three —
an overall lead of 424 — at the
close on the second day of the
four-day match at the Antigua
Recreation Ground.

Australia had earlier routed
the home team for 102 to take a
first innings lead of 201 but
captain Steve Waugh opted not
to enforce the follow-on, allow-
ing his side extra batting prac-
tice instead.

Elliott, with three ducks in
his previous four innings, came
back to form with positive
strokeplay as he batted four
hours and 15 minutes, faced 203
balls and struck eight fours and
two sixes.

Left-hander Elliott cut and
ulled the fast bowlers and
ofted the spinners down the
ound, his first six almost
anding in the broadcast box
above the sightscreen and his

second bringing up his half-
century,

Elliott then moved cau-
tiously through the 90s, taking
more than an hour to gather his
final 10 runs before pulling a
short ball from Franklyn Rose
to the square leg boundary.

The first Australian wicket
to fall was Michael Slater, who
made 16 before attempting to
hook a bouncer from WNixon
McLean and was caught behind
off the glove.

Ricky Ponting was also
caught by wicketkeeper
Matthew Sinclair, for 37, de-
lending left-arm finger spinner
Neil McGarrell.

Skipper Waugh failed for the
second time in the match, push-
ing a simple catch back to Mc-
Garrell when he had made 10 to

DHAKA

[ollow his first innings of
seven,

Once again, the lack of depth

in West Indian cricket was
brutally exposed by the Aus-
tralians.

Starting the day on 45 for
iwo, the A team subsequently
lost their last eight wickets for
53.

West Indies A were immedi-
ately in trouble, losing captain
Carl Hooper to a wicketkeeper's
catch ﬂfP Adam Dale. The 32-
year-old Guyanese did not add
to his overnight 10.

At the same score, Shane
Wamme won a leg before verdict
against Stuart Williams, who
was joint topscorer with 24. The
ilﬁnings quickly subsided after
that.

Jamaican Wavell Hinds pro-
vided the main resistance,
making a defiant, unbeaten 24.
Fellow left-hander Nixon
McLean was the only other dou-

TUESDAY, MARCH 23, 1999

ble ligure contributor with 18.

Warne took three wickets for
26 runs off 14 overs. MacGill
wiped away the lower order to
[inish with three wickets for
three runs in 3.1 overs. Dale
captured two for 32 off 16 overs
and Colin Miller two for 41 off
16 overs.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard on the second
day of the four-day match be-
tween West Indies A and Aus-
tralia at the Antigua Recreation
Ground on Sunday:

AUSTRALIA: First innings

303 (Langer 134; Hooper 5-53)
WES’% INDIES A: First in-
nings (overnight 45-2)
Williams lbw b Warne 24
Gayle ¢ Healy b Miller 11
McLean ¢ MacGill b Miller 0
Hooper ¢ Healy b Dale 10
Hinds not out 24
Powell lbw b Dale 4
Sinclair ¢ Langer b Warne 1
McGarrell ¢ Healy b Wamne 0
McLean c Healy b MacGill 18
Lake Ibw b MacGill 2
Rose ¢ Blewett b MacGill 1
Extras: (nb-7) 7
Total: (All out) 102
Fall of wickets: 1-29: 2-29: 3-
49, 4-40; 5-54; 6-55; 7-57; 8-93;
9-100
Bowler O M R W
Dale 16 5 32 2
Miller 16 6 41 2
Wamne 14 7 26 3
MacGill 3.1 2 3 3
AUSTRALIA: Second in-
nings
Ellictt not out 107
Slater ¢ Sinclair b McLean 16
Ponting ¢ Sinclair b McGarrell 37
S Waugh c and b McGarrell 10
Blewett not out 32
Extras: (b-6, Ib-5, w-3. nh-7) 21
Total: (For 3 wickets) 223

Fall of wickets: 1-40; 2-121:

3-143

Bowler(todate)O M R W
McLean 13 0 &2 1
Rose 12 2 37 0
MeGarrell 26 5 b5l 2
Hooper F 1 18 O
Lake 12 0 8 0
Powell 1 O 3 0O
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MADRID, Mar 22(
Reuters/ Internet):
Barcelona's Dutch
midiielder Philip
Cocu struck twice
=>ox1 on Sunday to se-
cure a 2-0 win over Real So-
ciedad and stretch their lead at
the top of the Primera Liga to
five points.

Valencia. who started the
day in second place. were held
1-1 at home to Real Zaragoza in
Sunday’'s late game.

Celta Vigo took advantage to
move into second spot thanks
to a 3-0 win at home against
Racing Santander. |

Real Madrid moved up to
fifth, seven points behind
champions Barcelona, as they
ground out their third succes-
sive league win, 2-0 at home to
Extremadura.

Barcelona have 53 points
from 27 games followed by
Celta Vigo with 48 and Valencia
and Deportivo Coruna with 47.

Barcelona's ' victory, their
first at Real Sociedad's Anoeta
stadium since it opened in 1993,
came despite a sluggish display
in the first half.

Deprived of midfielders Luis
Enrique and Luis Figo, through
injury and suspension respec-
tively, they stn.lg%]cd to make
headway going forward and
looked uncomfortable at the
back.

Darko Kovacevic had three
early chances to give Real So-
ciedad the lead but the Yugoslav

Real Madrid’s Predrag Mijatovic (C) gets through the Extremaddra
Primera Liga clash at Madrid on March 21. The local side won 2-0.

striker failed to find the target.
Predictably, Barcelona made

- the home side pay for that gen-

erosity, Cocu giving the visitors
the lead with a great goal on 28
minutes.

The Dutch international.
collecting a loose ball outside
the area, drifted past one tackle
and sent in a swerving shot
from 20 metres that left Real
keeper Alberto Lopez flapping
at air.

The sending-off of Miguel
Fuentes with 15 minutes to go
for a trip on Patrick Kluivert
ended Real's hopes. Cocu
wrapped up the points with a
second seven minutes from
time, driving home a near post
cross from Sonny Anderson.

Barca coach Louis van Gaal

recognised his side had been
fortunate not to concede an
early goal but was delighted by
their improvement after the
break.

"We started the game ve
badly and we needed a lot of
luck in that early period,” said
the Dutch coach.

‘But we improved an awful
lot after that, scored a fantastic
goal and then played some great
one-touch football in the sec-
ond half. That was key for us."

Brazillan midfielder Maz-
inho opened the scoring for
Celta \ggu -- who increasingly
look Barcelona's only serious
rival for the title -- with Juan
Sanchez and Alexander
Mostovoi securing victory with

defence during their
—AFP photo

Cocu double keeps Barca on track

second half strikes.

Valencia . fell behind to a
first half goal from Gustavo
Lopez before equalising through
Adrian Ilie at the start of the
second period.

Mallorca slipped back to
sixth, eight points behind the
leaders, as they were beaten 2-1
at home by Deportive Coruna,
who climb to fourth, level with
Valencia.

Real Madrid's win at home to
Extremadura provided a wel-
come relief for John Toshack's
side, who were dumped out of
the European Cup by Dynamo
Kiev in midweek,

Raul Gonzalez was once
again the hero for Real, the
Spanish striker stabbing home
his 18th league goal of the sea-
son on the half hour after a neat
drag back from Davor Suker.

al were rarely troubled by
their relegation-threatened
visitors and good work from
Roberto Carlos seven minutes
into the second half secured
their victory.

The Brazilian defender, har-
ing down the left, sent in a
skidding centre that Juanito
Herrero could only defelet into
his own net. .

The league problems of
Atletico Madrid continued as
they were beaten 2-0 by Iuwli,r
Alaves. The UEFA Cup semifi-
nalists have now taken just one
point from their last eight
league matches.

MUNICH, Ger-
many, Mar 22:
Germany's vet-
erarn efender
Juergen Kohler
called for a new

coach to head the troubled na-
lional team in a magazine in-
terview released Saturday, re-
poris AP.

A former World Cup and
Champions Cup winner, Kohler
also lashed out at German soc-
cer official's unwillingness to
rebuild at the cost of losing, as
well as the attitudes of young
German stars.

Kohler told Der Spiegel mag-
azine that either Bayern Mu-
nich’s Ottmar Hitzfeld or Bayer
Leverkusen's Christoph Daum
would be the right choice 1o re-
store the three-time world
champion's battered prestige.

‘Daum would be the right
person — I'm convinced of that,"
said Kohler, now a Borussia
Dortmund player.

"But he was to have the time,

-about how

over three or four years. to steer
the national team in the right
direction," he added. "Daum,
like Hitzfeld, knows how to
handle so-called stars."

' Hitzfeld, not likely to leave a
hugely successful Bayern Mu-
nich team this season, and
Daum are acknowledged as be-
longing to a select handful of
top German coaches.

Germany hired a new coach,
Erich Ribbeck, in October, fol-
lowing Berti Vogts' resignation
after the shock quarterfinal
nustir% by Croatia at the France
World Cup.

‘But the hasty hiring of the
semi-retired Ribbeck, who had
spent his time golfing before
takinF the position, has been
heavi ?' criticized.

It also hasn't stopped the on-
going debate and soul-searching
to restore the
prowess of German soocer.

Under Ribbeck's leadership,
the national team has endured
some rocky outings including a

3-0 loss in a friendly to the
United States.

Kohler, a member of Ger-
many's 1990 world champions
who retired after France with
104 caps, said the German Soc-
cer Federation needs to accept
the fact the side will lose while
it rebuilds.

That includes taking the
risk Germany's evidable record
of having qualified for every
major tournament in history
wil]' end — a horrible thought
for the German soccer estab-
lishment.

Germany, with a mix of ag-
ing veterans and newcomers,
faces Northern Ireland and Fin-
land next week in Euro qualify-
ing,

gTup German soccer officials
have r;e:[ected any thought the
national team can afford to sit
out a major event, saying its
puﬂtillarity would crumble. But
Kohler said the national team's
importance has already dimin-
ished for the players.

Kohler calls for changes



