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Barcelona on March 20. The match ended 1-1.

Espanyol goalkeeper Antoni Jimenez (R) thwarts an Atletico Bilbao attack during the Spanish Primera Liga clash in

— AFP phoeto

Sport
| Dozens hurt

Juan's moment
of truth

BARCELONA, Mar 21 (Reu-
ters/ Internet): At a time he is
seeking to overcome the worst
scandal in the IOC’'s 105-year
history, president Juan
Antonio Samaranch admitted
that he should have retired af-
ter the Barcelona Games in
1992,

"I always thought that the
moment to go was after
Barcelona, once that dream (to
see the Olympics held in his na-
tive city) had been [ulfilled,"
Samaranch said in an inter-
view published Saturday in the
Barcelona daily La Vanguardia.

"But there was an important
stage to go through, the I0C
centenary, and that took an-
other four years. Then in 1997, I
was convinced that | should
conlinue.”

Samaranch's comments
come after he received a vote of
conlidence from 10C members
1o continue his mandate as
president until 2001, and after
the unprecedented expulsion
this week of six members in the
Salt Lake City bribery scandal.

"I always say that it is very
diffieuit to reach a:-position ol
such responsibility as T now |
have," said the 70-year-old
Samaranch, who has led Lthe

10C since 1980. "But the most

PARIS. Mar 21
(Reuters/Inter-
net): Girondins
Bordeaux clung to
their one-point
lead  over Olym-
pique Marseille in the two-
horse race for the French league
title with a tight 1-0O home win
over Strasbourg on Saturday.

After taking an 11th-minute
lead through captain Michel
Pavon, they were indebted to
some fine saves [rom goal-
keeper Ulrich Rame as they
struggled to shake off the hang-
over from their 6-0 midwee
UEFA Cup pasting at Parma.

Marseille, inspired by two-
goal Fabrizio Ravanelli, stayed
hot on Bordeaux's heels with a
4-1 victory over 10-man Lorient
at the Velodrome.

Lorient goalkeeper Angelo
Hugues was sent off in the 16th
minute for handling a shot by
Florian Maurice outside the box
under pressure from Ravanelli,
who immediately put his side in
front with the free kick.

Bordeaux have 59 points and
Marseille, France's sole UEFA
Cup survivors, 58 with seven
games to go.
~ " Olympique Lyon, like Bor:
deaux eliminated in the UEFA
Cup quarter-finals, were also

reduced ‘to 10 men as they
crashed 1-0 at relegation-
threatened Le Havre to fall 12
points behind Bordeaux.

Lyon's Swiss striker Marco
Grassi, already serving a four-
match European suspension,
was sent off after half an hour
for elbowing Le Havre's Nicolas
Huysman in the face.

They are now only one point
ahead of Monaco, 1-0 winners
at Nantes on Friday, in the race
for third place.

Marseille striker Christophe
Dugarry said: "Our legs were a
bit heavy after our efforts in
Vigo (where they had a 0-0 draw
with Celta), but we had a good
match,

"Bordeaux suffered, too, but
they also won and the tussle
continues. With Lyon's defeat
the title will now be played out
between us. Both sides deserve
to be where they are," the
France striker said,

Al Marseille, Lorient's re-
Serve gqalkeegﬂr Stephane Le
Garrec was thrown in at the
deep end and had already con-
ceded a goal before his first

touch of the ball.
Having taken up his position
for Ravanelli's Ijlfee. kick he

could only walch. rooted to the
spol. as the Italian curled the

Bordeaux win a toughie

ball over the wall and in at the
base of the far post.

Hugues was the second goal-

keeper sent off for the same of-
fence in two nights, following
Bastia's Eric Durand near the
end of the Corsicans' 2-1 home
defeat by Nancy on Friday.

Maurice put Marseille two up
five minutes after the interval
with a superb chip over Le Gar-
rec from the edge of the box al-
ter being put through by Robert
Pires. -

Pires hit the post in the 57th
minute before Ravanelli made
il three in the 72nd from a pass
by the French international's
replacement Jocelyn Gourven-
nec.

Five minules laler. Gour-
vennec converted a penalty af-
ter Le Garrec hrought down sub-
stitite striker Titi Camara.

Paris St Germain eased their
relegalion worries and climbed
into the top hall ol the stand
ings for the first time this year
with a 1-0 away win over AJ
Auxerre in their first maitch
under Philippe Bergeroo, their
third ecach of the season.

Striker Bruno Rodriguez
scored the only goal two min-
utes belore the interval to send
Auxerre crashing to their third
home defeat in succession.

difficult thing is to leave at the
right time. I didn't do it and that
was a mistake."

He said the Salt Lake City
corruption scandal has meant
the worst moment of his
Olympic career.

|

Bul Samaranch, who inher- |
ited an organisation facing |
bankruptcy and turned the
Olympics into a multibillion-
dollar industry, defended his
record and assured that he
would see better days for the 10C
after gaining his members' con-
fidence!

"I feel stronger than some
months age, but my mandate
has always been very calm,” he
said. "This crisis has opened
our eyes. We have seen that the
existing structure which has
105 years, must be changed.”

Mike may be
freed on
Friday

INDIANAPOLIS, Mar 21: Lo-
cal prosecutor Scott Newman
plans to contact prison authori-
lies in the stale of Maryland on
Monday to discuss reports that
former heavyweight boxing
champion Mike Tyson might be
eligible for release from jail as
early as Friday, reports AP.

On March 5, Tyson entered
into an agreement with New-
man and other local authorities
to serve an additional 60 days
in jail in Indiana for violatling
his parole in that midwestern
state, where he was convicted of
rape.

"l expect a 60-day jail sen-
tence to be served following the
Maryland sentence.," Newman
told the Indianapolis Star late
Friday. Under "good" time pro-
visions, if Tyson behaves in
custody and accomplishes edu-
cation and work credits, that
time can be reduced to 30 days.

If released Friday, T%’Ec-n
would be placed on work release
or home detention 1o serve out
the remainder of his sentence,
according to one of his attor-
Nneys.

James Voyles of Indianapo-
lis, an attorney for Tyson, said
a Washington Post article about
the possibility of Tyson's re-
lease as early as Friday is accu-
rate.

The story said Stephen P
Johnson, a judge in Maryland.
told Tyson's attorneys and the
Maryland state's attorney dur-
ing a private meeting this week
that he will rule March 26 on a
request to reduce Tyson's one-
year Maryland assault sentence
lo eight months.

Voyles said that under Mary-
land law, that state's Depart-
ment of Correction determines
through a grid system how
much actual jail time an in-
mate must serve under a sen-
tence,

If the Maryland judge re-
duces the sentence to eight
months. Voyles said, the jail
time could be between three and
30 days.

Becker

KEY BISCAYNE,
Mar 21 [Reuters/
Iniernet): Boris
Becker, well bea-
[ 2 (en by an oppo-
nent who was
five-years-old when the
Gierman star won his first
Wimbledon title, walked off to a
standing ovation after playing
what was likely his last tennis
match on U.S. soil,

"My mind doesn't want to do
it anymore." Becker said fol-
lowing a 7-5. 6-0 second-round
defeat to Russian teen-ager
Marat Salfin.

The three-tine Wimbledon
champion, already semi-re-
tired, has said he will call it
quits for good this summer.

It's 15 years doing the same
things. It's something 1 liked
obviously very much and it's
still a great passion of mine.
Bul to do it like [ used Lo, six or
eight hours a day for 45 weeks a
year, I've had enough." Becker
said. _

Becker has said he will play
Davis Cup against Safin and
Russia next month and then en-
ter a few tuneups before ending
his career with one last Wim-
Bledon. a contradiction to ear-
lier statements thal he had
given up on the Grand Slams,

Becker reiterated his inten-
tions to play one more Wimble-
don. He also announced that he

Spaniard Carlos Moya plays foreh

Championships.

and wile Barbara are expecting
their second child in August.

T want to give it a good show
and | want 1o prepare lor my
last Grand Slani,” said Becker

"l felt like I had one more Wim-
bledon {n me so 1 could [inish
my career where il slarted for
me,

After Saturday’s lorgettable
contest. Becker recalled his
mosi enduring fennis moments
in America.

"Probably my finest moment
was the .5, Open win in '89
against (Ivan) Lendl,” Becker
said of his first Grand Slam ti-
tle on a surface other than

bids bye to USA

Jrass,

"Hartlord, 1 liked very much.
The win al the Masters in Madi-
son Square Garden against
Lendl, 7-6 in the fifth., I liked

very much,” Becker reflected.

Hartford was a reference to a
marathon Davis Cup classic.
Becker beat John MeEnroe in a
6-hour and 2 l-minute five-set-
ter to clinch a World Group Rel-
egation Round at the Hartford
Civic Center in 1987.

The vear-end Masters vic-
tory came in 1985,

"l had an opportunity to re-
ally do what T love doing," said
Becker, waxing nostalgic.

"To reach a point where I
have. to have the possibility to
choose what [ want to do now --
I have the [reedom to say no, |
Liave time 1o think about what I
warll 1o do next.

"That [reedom was given to
me by tennis.”

BAF v'ball

TANGAIL, Mar 21! The iniler-
base volleyball compettion ol
the Bangladesh Air Force began

at the Bangladesh Air Force
Base Paharkanchanpur here
today, reports 355, |

In the opening day Air
Headquarters Unit deleated

Base Paharkanchanpur 3-2.

and against Davide Sanguinetti of Italy at the Lipton
— AFP photo |

in Belgrade
derby

BELGRADE, Mar 21 (Reu-
ters/ Internet): Dozens of
Crvena Zvezda and Partizan
football fans were hurt in
clashes and one stabbed in the
back before and during a local
Yugoslav league derby on Satur-
day, eyewitnesses said.

Rival fans clashed outside
the stadium before the match,
which ended in a 2-2 draw.

Eyewitnesses said a Partizan
fan was taken to hospital after

being stabbed in the back. while
15 others were treated for minor
injuries.

Riot police intervened and
tried to separate the warrin
fans. Local television show
the scene of the fighting littered
with iron bars and wooden
clubs abandoned by the fans.

A Reuters journalist saw
scores of Partizan fans on the
terraces of the Marakana sta-
dium tearing up plastic seats
and throwing them onto the
pitch after their team, the Yu-
goslav league leaders, fell two
¢oals behind.

Fifteen minutes before the
final whistle four Red Star sup-
porters invaded the pitch and
were removed by police,

Red Star's stadium will be
the venue lor a high-risk Euro-
2000 qualifier between Yu-
%gslawia and Croatia on March

Bul the failure of the Kosovo
peace talks has cast a shadow of
doubt over the match.

Crvena Zvezda took a de-
served eighth minute lead after
a touch of magic by Savicevic,
who has rediscovered his form
after a painful knee injury
sidelined him for six months.

His delence-splitting thro-
ugh ball re]easecF Ivan Dudic,
whose cross was met by Mihajlo
Pjanovic's diving header,

Savicevic continued to tor-
ment the Partizan defence and
created the second goal in the
30th minute, when Jovan Go-
jkovie had the simple task of
placing the ball under the ad-
vancing keeper to give Zvezda a
2-0 lead.

Partizan refused to lie down
and pulled one back three min-
utes later. Vladimir lvic beat
the ofiside trap and laid on a
perfect pass to teenage striker
Mateja Kezman, who scored.

Zvezda's striker Goran

Drulic was sent off after lashing

out at his marker Mladen
Krstajic and Partizan made the
advantage count eight minutes
after the interval when skipper
Sasa llic got on the end of Krsta-
jie's low cross at the far post.

Royal remedy

LONDON, Mar 21 (AFP):
Britain's Princess Anne, a
member of the International
Olympic Committee (I0C), has
drafted her own blueprint to
clean up the Olympic Games,
the Sunday Times reported.

She has sent a letler 1o each
of the U5 surviving niembers of
thie 1O, setting oul progranumne,
which goes bevond the relorms
announced following the Sah
Luke City which led to the ex
pulsion ol six 10C members.

The British royal is said to
believe the Summer Games
should be held in rotation, the
world divided into quarters or
thirds longitudinally, so that
only cities in one could put
their bids forward,

This would take some of the
heat out of the bidding progiress
And she wants a ban on tlu
heads of international sporting
federations from sitting the
IOC. I0C delegates have report-
edly evaded the rule allowing
them to visit bidding only once
by claiming they are visiting on
behalfl of their sport.

Six 10C members were found
guilty by an’ IOC inquiry of ac-
cepling excessive gifts or for
themselves or family members
during Salt Lake City's success-
ful bid for the 2002 Games.

The 10C expelled the six and
made changes in the site selec-
tion process for this decision or
the 2006 Winter Games, al-
though those changes were not
binding for the fu leaving a big-
geer battle for later.

An ethics committee was
creatled, composed of mostly
not-Olyimpic members, a key
alter the 1GC probe was accused
ol being untrustworthy for be-
ing internal.

Rome Marathon
Tanui's

ROME, Mar 21: Philip Tanui
was supposed to set the early
pace Sunday and help fellow
Kenyan Philip Chirchir win the
Rome Marathon, But Tanui dis-
carded that plan and pulled
away to win his first title over
the distance, reports AP.

Tanui, who trains with
Chirchir in Brescia, Italy,
helped Chirchir until there
were aboul B kilometers (5
miles) left, and then made a
breakaway. He crossed the fin-
ish line in the shade of the
Colosseumn alone.

Tanui's time was 2 hours, 9
minutes, 56 seconds on a sunny
morning.

Dmitri Kapitanov of Russia
surged into second place down
the final stretch and finished in
2:10:10, Chirchir was third, an-
other live seconds back.

Italy's Maura Viceconte,
third at last year's European
championships, was the wom-
en's winner Sunday, completin
the race in 2:29:38. She pulle
into the lead at about the
haltway mark and was never
challenged.

Jane Salumae of Estonia
was second in 2:30:32.

The 5,000 entrants wound
through the streets and squares
of the Eternal City, including
past the Spanish Steps, Piazza
Navona and the Circus Max-
itmus in the historic center.

Mayor Franceso Rutelli, who
Earticipated in the amateur 5-

ilometer (3-mile) event, an-
nounced that the sixth edition
of the Rome Marathon will be
run Jan 1, 2000, with the course
starting and finishing at St Pe-
ter's Square,

Che Dily ‘;S’rnr 15

ass1 tumbles, quits Davis Cup

KEY BISCAYNE,
IFlorida, Mar 21
(AP/UNB): Andre
Agassi is out at
B the Lipton Cham-

. pionships, and
he's done with Davis Cup.

Hurt by his serve and ham-
pered by a sore hamstring,
Agassi lost his opening matc
Saturday at Lipton to fist-

umping Slovakian Dominik
rbaty, 1-6, 6-3, 6-2.

Agassi, ranked ninth, has
yet to reach a final or beat a top-
20 player this year, so the loss
wasn't as big a surprise as what
came next: His pledge to quit
Davis Cup.

Last year Agassi tied Bill
Tilden's US record of 16 consec-
utive Davis Cup victories, but he
said he's about the recent
firing of the US team physician,
a personal friend.

"That's the last straw for
me," he said. "I'm done with it. I
never say never, but I'm never
playing again."

Agassi’'s declaration is a big
blow to the Americans, because
Pete Sampras earlier said he
won't play Davis Cup this year.
US Tennis Association (USTA)
officials couldn’'t be reached for
immediate comment.

Eighth seed Marcelo Rios,

‘making a comeback from a

back fnfjur}r, enjoyed a solid
start to his title defence with a
7-6, 6-3 victory over Australian
Scott Draper, while Spaniard
Carlos Moya was successful in
his first match as the number
one player in the world.

But Agassi. playing his first
match since suffering a ham-
string injury in the semifinals
at Scottsdale three weeks ago,

showed his rust against the
40th-ranked Hrbaly.

"The idea is to pi{ay matches.
When you don't have them, it's
tough.," said Agassi, who
drop his serve three times in
the third set.

"'m not in a great place at
the moment, that's for sure."

While Agassi was sent home

without %ﬂung a sniff at a re-
turn to t

ANDRE AGASSI
Pete Sampras opened with a 6-
3, 7-6 second-round win over
former number one Jim
Courier.
Sampras, who lost his top

ranking to Moya after suffering

early exits at Scottsdale and In-
dian Wells, was satisfied with
his play, especially in the tie-
break, when he belted two aces
and a pair of service winners to
take it 7-3.

"I was very pleased,” said
Sampras, who, along with all
seeded players, received a first-

e final, second seed

round bye. "When [ saw the
draw, the chances of playing
Jim were pretty good and it's a
very tough first match.

"But I was obviously very ea-
ger and very focused today."

Moya was extended but came
on strong at the end to win his
first match as king of the tennis
world, 6-3, 4-6, 6-1 over Italian
Davide Sanguinetti.

'l think he's a very good
player," Sampras said o Maya.
"But it's a whole new experience
for him, being number one. It's
not easy to stay there.

“It's a long year. A lot of guys
could touch number one this
year. It comes down to the last
day of the year," added Sampras
who finished atop the ATP
rankings the past six years,

Women's defending cham-
pion Venus Williams posted a
routine 6-3, 6-4 victory over fel-
low American Tara Snyder in
the opening match of the day,
but felt her performance was
not up to her exacting stan-
dards.

"l think I made too man
unforced errors," said the sixth-
seeded Williams. "I didn't attack
the short balls as 1 have been
working on. I definitely think
there's room for improvement."

Second-ranked Lindsay
Davenport opened her guest for
a first Lipton title with a deci-
sive 6-3, 6-0 win over Belgian
Sabine Appelmans.

But two-time former cham-
pion Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario,
the women's fifth seed, was up-
ended 1-6, 6-4, 6-1 by Anne
Kremer of Luxembourg.

- Czech Jana Novotna and
Russia's Anna Kournikova also
advanced.
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Security personnel rescuing an injured

L4

fan (R) as fighting broke out during an Yugoslav

W
. T

First Division match between Bitter rivals Crvena Zvezda and Partizan Belgrade at

Belgrade on March 20.

— Internet photo

GLASGOW, Mar
21{Reulers/Inter-

net): Dundee Utri-
[ ended Scottish

Fremier League
leaders  Rangers'
four-month long unbeaten run
with a 1-0 viclory on Saturday.

Kjell Olofsson inflicted the
first defeat on Rangers in 13
league games.

The Swedish siriker's 44th
minute shot at Ibrox Stadium
wrecked the run of league and
cup victories Dick Advocaat's
side had built up since their 5-1
mauling by rivals Celtic in
November.

And the delending champi-
ons could benefit most, because
if they win at Kilmarnock on
Sunday they would reduce the
gap between the Old Firm to
seven points with eight games
lefl. '

Dundee United, who are still
caught in the relegation dog-
light, managed to achieve the
result depsite reduced to ten
man, after delender Magnus
Skoldmark was sent off in the
64(h minute for collecting two
caulions in quick succession
for fouling Neil McCann.

Skoldmark had played a
crucial role in Olofsson's eighth
oal of the season, as his fellow

wede swept a right foot shot
into the roof of the nel from 14

metres,

However, Dundee United had
greater reason to be indebted to
their goalkeeper, Sieb Dijkstra,
who made a succession of saves
to deny Rangers an equaliser,
with a 73rd minute block from
Gabriel Amato crucial.

Dijskira is on the transfer
list and set to return to his na-
tive Netherlands at the end of
the season. Manager Paul Stur-
rock said:

"Since | left Sieb out of the
team, he has been a different
goalkeeper. Maybe he suffered
from complacency, but he was
excellent today.”

Rangers coach, Dick Advo-
caat, whose side remain on 62
oints from 28 games, was as
rustrated as the 49,164 crowd,

Nilsson recovering

LONDON, Mar 21(Reuters/
Internet]: Coventry's Swedish
defender Roland Nilsson was
recovering in hospital on Sun-
day after suffering two broken
ribs and a punctured lung dur-

(Olofsson halts runaway Rangers

and said:

"We had seven or eight great
chances, they had one and
scored. We had luck in recent

ames against Falkirk and
otherwell, but that"was not on
our side this time."

Elsewhere, the relegation
battle becomes more intriguin
with Dunfermline moving off
Lthe bottom of the table for the
first time in four months.

A 1-0 win at home to St

‘Johnstone, thanks to a 64th

minute Stewart Petrie shot. al-
lowed Dunfermline to move
onto 27 points and overtake
Hearts.

The Edinburgh club, who
were last season's title chal-
lengers and won the Scottish
Cud:lv. plunged deeper into trouble
with a 2-0 defeat at Dundee,

A double by striker Eddie
Annand, with a 54th winute
shot and a 67th minute header,
eased Dundee's own worries --
they now have 30 points -- and
extended Hearts' run of league
games without a win to 12, leav-
Ing them marooned with 24
points at the bottom,

An injury-time penalty by

ing the premier league clash Motherwell's Shaun Teale

with Arsenal.

Nilsson was injured midway
through the second half of Sat-
urday's 2-0 defeat at Highbury.,

earned a point {from the 1-1]
home draw against Aberdeen,
who had gone ahead with Rob-
bie Winters' overhead kick in
the 58th minute.
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