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see little hope of recovery

Thirteen-year-old Parvez,
who is undergoing treatment
for head injury at the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital since
February 25, is still in a state of
COMma.

"Parvez's condition has not
limproved since the day he was
operated upon for brain haem-
orrhage. It remains same but
his 'vital signs’ (pulse, pressure)
are good," an attending doctor
told this correspondent yester-
day evening.

A brick hit Parvez during the
opposition-called 66-hour har-
tal near the city's Sayedabad
over-bridge. He fell on the road
instantly, His cousin and a
tempo driver rushed him to the
DMCH.

"The chance of recovery is
very slim." a neurosurgeon ob-
served. "It is almost a month
and patients showing such
signs are unlikely to recover.
Even if he [Parvez] regains con-
sciousness he is likely to suffer
from permanent disability in
addition to extensive memory
loss,” he added.

A doctor at the hospital's In-
tensive Care Unit where Parvez
is undergoing treatment said,
"We have done all we could but
there is no sign of improve-

ment. The clots, detected in the

Kenya humble Bangladesh
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The two experienced bats-
men made a mockery of a con-
test when they took the depleted
Bangladesh attack to the sword
after Kenya were reduced to 97
for two in 26.2 overs.

One-down Tikolo reached
his 50 off 66 balls with a lofted
cover drive against Khaled
Mahmud. The dapper right-
hander, who smashed 13
boundaries in his chanceless
111-ball knock, reached the
three-figure mark with a savage
pull against Hasibul that raced
down to the mid-wicket bound-
ary. Tikolo, who was declared
marn-of-the-match later for his
brilliant hundred, then fit-
tingly ended the chase hitting
ithe next ball over extra-cover
for four.

An ever-energetic Odumbe,
who in an abject lesson to the
Bangladeshi batsmen turned
the ones into easy twos with
great running between the
wickets, hammered a guartet of
fours in his workmanlike in-
nings.

With this win Kenya bounced
back into real contention after
their 133-run defeat last Friday
against fancied Zimbabwe in
the inaugural match of the tri-
nation tournament.
Bangladesh will take on Zim-
babwe today at the same venue.

Earlier, winning the toss,
Bangladesh skipper Aminul Is-
lam sent his two contrasting
openers — Shahriar Hossain
and Javed Omar, out there to

PM: Gas plant
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mmcid of gas produced daily by
US company Occidental from
the four wells in the Jalalabad
Gasfield and supply it to Golap-
anj through a 15km pipeline
or onward transmission to the
National Grid.

Occidental started trial pro-
duction in two of the wells on
February 6 and two others in
the third week of the month,
ccn;%ang sources said.

e Condensate is also being
sent to the Kailashtila Gas Field
through another pipe line.

The approximate reserve in
Liie Jalalagad structure is esti-
mated at about one Llrillion cu-
w.C teet, survey reports say.

By Staff Correspondent
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computed tomography scan-
ning, were removed successfully
but we suspect that Parvez has
oedema {fluid in tissue spaces)
which is causing a lot of com-
plications. Oedema could also
be one of the reasons for in-
creasing the patient’'s uncon-
sciolusness.”

The doctor said, "Parvez suf-
fered rupture of his brain mem-
brane. This is one aspect we are
looking at and that has been

lay the foundation of a could-be
challenging total on a benign
batting strip.

Shahriar; an attackin
player at his best. dominate
the frustrating first-wicket
partnership of 77 with Javed. a
talent-limit batsman in a over-
limit match.

Javed, who was picked ahead
of Mehrab Hossain for this
match, showed the luxury of
wasting balls virtually without
any score, putting additional
pressure on his [ree-scoring
partner.

He hung on to the crease
without any purpose for long
114 minutes and wasted 61
balls to score a super-sedate 25.
Due to the alliance of the odd
couple, the 50 for Bangladesh
came in 16.3 overs and 100 in
29.4 overs.

Kenyan spinner Mohammad
Sheikh meanwhile dashed the
local crowd's only joy of the
day. The left-armm bowler denied
both Shahriar Hossain and
Bangladesh of what could have
been our maiden century in
one-day cricket.

The 23-year-old, with five
runs away from that elusive
hundred, tried to cut a Sheikh
delivery that was spinning back
to his off-stump only te be
Judged leg-before wicket by Pak-
iIstan umpire Javed Akhter in
43rd over.

The dejected right-hander,
who, however, became the high-
est scorer of an innings for
Bangladesh, despite an injury,
trudged off with his visibly-
shaken ‘runner' Al-Shahriar
Rokon, much to the frustration
of the capacity crowd, who were
eagerly waiting to party on the
big moment.

The previous highest of 82
was scored by former opener
Athar Ali Khan against Pak-
istan in the 7th Asia Cup in
Colombo two years back.

Shahriar, who made his de-
but in international cricket
against Kenya in 1997, played
145 balls, clubbed eight fours
and stayed 145 minutes at the
crease to score his chanceless
first half-century, the 10th for
Bangladesh,

The Narayanganj-based
batsman, whose previous best
was 16, smacked five fours off
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innovative contest,

and raised funds for them.

—

the winners.

Interview competition on the

War of Liberation

With a view to creating awareness among teenagers about our
glorious War of Liberation the Teenage Awareness Group

(TAG), in collaboration wili. Ths Bily Stur. is Organising an

Interested teenagers, of 12-15 and 16-19 age groups, are
invited to send in interviews of people, who have, directly or
indirectly, participated in the war.

We are looking for not only the heroic deeds of the freedom
fighters alone, but also the small acts of those people, who
gave shelter to them, provided them with food and medicine,

A Ewanel of judges comprising eminent scholars of the country
will adjudge the best three interviews from each age group for

publication in @The Baily Bfar. There will be exciting prizes for

The interview must not exceed 1,000 words.
Last date of entry is March 23, 1999,

Send your entries along with your name and date of birth,
class and name of institution, mailing address and telephone
number, and e-mail address, if you have one, to:
Teenage Awareness Group
0 The Daily Star
House # 11, Road # 3
Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka 1205
or, e-mail at TeenageAwareness@hotmail.com

Join us in our effort to imbue
teenagers with the spirit of

the War of Liberation

—T'

—— Stat File Photr

improved through a surgery but
what is more serious is that
sinice his surgery he is not re-
sponding to 'vocal command'
which is an indication of pa-
tient's critical condition.”

A five member medical
board met on March 11 1o re-
view Parvez's condition. The
doctors examined his condition
and suggested more investiga-
tions. However, a doctor said
‘there is little hope of recovery'.

80 balls to reach his fifty in the
22nd over bowled by off-spinner
Maurice Odumbe. He played
another 58 ballsihto cross
Athar's 82 in the 39  over and
with the help of three more
boundaries.

Skipper Aminul Islam
scored 20 off 28 balls before be-
coming the first victim of
Sheikh. But when everyone was
expecting the arrival of a free-
scoring Akram Khan after the
departure of Aminul, the team
management first sent hard-

hitting Mohammad Rafique
and then Hasibul in a bid to ac-
celerate the scoring rate. But
their bizarre sagacity was
ridiculed as their pinch-hitters
were punched back to dressing
room in guick succession.

Petrobangla
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Occidental’'s supplies.

Cairn, which used to supply
around 60 mmecid of gas till last
month. is now supplying 140
mmcid. Sources said that a
Petrobangla director had taken
the initiative to allow the
British company to supply 140
mimcid despite Petrobangla ex-
perts’ warning that supply of
more than 120 mmefd from the
four operative gas wells al
Sangu might soon deplete the
reserve in the off-shore gas-
field. The director had main-
tained ‘'utmost secrecy’ about
the supply increase and the de-
Eartments concerned came to

now about

started to supply 140 mmefd
late last mnntl}i

Meanwhile, Occidental has
been supplying 100 mmecfd of
gas from Jalalabad for the last
three weeks.

Nasim
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Additional [IGP (Special
Branch) and the Police Com-
missioner have been directed to
investigate the report.

"I have directed them to in-

vestigate the reportied incident,
and also to find out the motive
and the elements involved in
it," he said.
- Nasim regretted that a par-
ticular quarter is spreading
propaganda intentionally agai-
nst the police department.

He urged the media to main-
tain objectivity saying that it
would be difficult to gear up the
police if it is blamed wholesale.

Nasim said he would closely
monitor the law and order sit-
uation and attend office even on

Saturdays.
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it after Cairn

Another failed attempt
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ity but also end up in "weaker”
fries, a large percentage of
which does not eventually sur-
VIVE.

At Cox's Bazar, a consign-
ment of 50 lakh baby shrimps
[worth Tk 65 lakh] waited to Ee
shipped this morning. 1PSSL
willpnuw have to compensate
the hatchery at Cox's Bazar and
pay for the crew's stay in
Dhaka, an 1PSSL olficial said.

"l stand to lose 10,000 dol-
lars a day,” said Haidaruzza-
man of IPSSL.

"Being a Bangladeshi, [ don't
get support from my own coun-
trymen,” Haidaruzzaman
lamented, referring to an inci-
dent while the plane was on its
way to Bangladesh.

Pvt terminal
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come. Between the two rounds,
the trade union leaders also met
to review their talks with the
state minister.

The sources said Maya urged
the trade union leaders to call
off their planned strike in the
greater interest of the country
and offered to hold further
talks to settle the issues.

An official who was present
at the talks however said. “The
talks are proceeding towards a
positive resull. There is a pos-
sibility of the planned strike
being called off as the State
Minister assured them to look
into their demands.”

Workers and employees of
Chittagong port are opposing
the private sector container

terminal saying that it would

affect national interests, put at
stake the entity of Chittagong
port and cause loss of jobs.

During talks with the state

minister, they alleged that the
S5A was given permission be-
cause of undue influence by a
vested group, ignoring national
interests. The group hatched a
deep-rooted conspiracy against
the Chittagong port and were
desperately trying to imple-
ment the SSA project for their
personal interest, they alleged.

Meeting sources further said
the trade union leaders told the
state minister that SSA's local
partner, Orient Maritime
Shipping, was “black listed”
with Bangladesh Shipping Cor-
poration and got the govern-
nient permission in favour of
5SA by showing "false docu-
Iments’,

According to sources, the
PVL, aller conducting a feasibil-
ity stucly had submitted a pro-
posal to the government in
March 1997 to sel up a con-
tainer terimmiual ot Palenga in
Chittagong jomntly with the
Chittagong Port Aulhiority at a

cost of 300 million US dollars.
The PVL offered to set up the
termninal on BOO/BOOT basis
for 30 vears.

The S5A (Bangladesh) Ltd. a
LIS company, gave its proposal
i late 1997. Its proposal in-
volving a cost of about 500 mil-
lion US dollars was on BOO ba-
sis, with 99 years' lease of land.

Khaleda
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allowed any more time for fur-
ther destruction of the country.

"The country's economic
backbone is being shattered fol-
lowing the weak-kneed policies
of the Awami League govern-
ment," she said.

The fall of the government
will become inevitable with the
launching of vigorous move-
ment after the holy Eid-ul-
Azha, she said and urged the
people to join the movement for
greater national interest.

Recalling the Kkilling of a
landless woman, Zaheda, at
Baburabad here last year.
Khaleda Zia said the Prime
Minister had visited the spot
but failed to ensure trial of the
killing and rehabilitate other
landless farmers.

Presided over by district
BNP convenor Monsur Ali, the
meeting was also addressed b
former Speaker Sheikh Razza
Ali, Khulna City Mayoér Sheikh
Tayubur Rahman, Amanullah
Aman MP, Mashiur Rahman
MFP and Habibul Islam Habib.

"Responding to my urgent
message, the chief inspector of

Cambodian civil aviation au-
thority flew to Bangkok to issue
the airworthiness certificate
for the plane.” The certificate
for the plane, incorporated in
Cambodia, was expiring.

In Barigladesh, IPSSL had to
go through a long bureaucratic
process. The company had orig-
inally written to the fisheries
ministry, which referred it to
the aviation ministry.

The aviation ministry asked

the CAAB "to take necessary
action™ but was told by the regu-
latory agency that it did not
have the authority to allow a
cargo aircraft unless it was
cleared by the ministry. The
ministry gave the permission.
- Senior CAAB officials at
this stage gave the green signal
to IPSSL, promising a quick
clearance ‘after seeing the plane
and scrutinising the docu-
mernts'. Accﬂrdinglry. the plane
arrived yesterday from Russia
stopping at seven countries, the
last stoppage being Bangkok.

But things went terribly
wrong in Dhaka. When ap-
proached for inspection, a
CAAB inspector was an that
he was being bothered on a hol-
iday (Saturday). After hours of
persuasion, the inspector, a
deputy director, allegedly re-
fused to inspect the plane even
when one of his superiors re-
quested him.

Finally, a CAAB director got
a clearance issued at 2:30pm.
But at 3:45pm. the IPSSL offi-
clals were told that the aircraft
would not be allowed to fly,
prompting the minister, then
present at the airport, to call
the CAAB chairman.

The chairman did not enter-
tain the ministerial plea.

While the ground for the
growers and shippers is ve
strong, CAAB officials had
their version of the story. *The
aircraft has not been inspected.
Without inspection they were
asking for clearance,”” CAAB
chairman Air Commodore T A
Ziarat Ali said, speaking to The
Daily Star last night.

“We'll definitely give the
clearance,” Ali added.

“They took it for granted
that they would get the clear-
ance by setting up a programme
involving a minister,” said an-
other CAAB official, angry that
there was an attempt to bypass

- the rules’

"It should take two days to
give clearance to such an air-
craft,” said chairman Ali.

From Page 1

. observed that accountability

was one of the requirements for
good governance because it was
a building block of trust.
“Corruption might be thought
of as a member of the family of
institutional weakness tl‘;,al
undermine aceountabilily and
good governance”, he said.

“Parliament is an institu-
tion that should serve to
strengthen the commons by
serving as a bridge between
state and society. It should
cartTy oul its functions -- legis-
lation, oversight and represen-
tation -- in such a way ds to
support the principles of ac-
countability, transparency and
participation”.

The paper by Dr. Muzaffar
Ahmad said, “In South Asia,

liticians are subjected to in-

uences of the people, certain
social and economic interests
and members of civil service
whose main activity is not po-
litical but who primarily aim at
playing politics to further their
interest.

The social and economic in-
terest groups. formal or infor-
mal, are created for the promo-
tion of a cause by influencing
the policy making of the gov-
ernmerit. In South Asian Par-

liaments, this is quite evident... .

This has made parliamentari-
ans and ministers subject to
certain kind of pressure which
affect decision making
transparent accourntability.”

Dr. Ahmad also made five
recommendations to make the
parilaments effective in pro-
moting good governance. '

Those include: strategic au-
dit of the parliamentary pro-
ceedings and standing comrnit-
tee deliberations, and adopt an
"incremental triggering mech-
anism to address the problems
of gap between expectations of

the electors and actual perfor-
mance."

Speaking on the two articles,
Akhtaruzzaman, MP of
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BENP) alleged that the opposi-
tion lawmakers in Bangladesh
Parliament were not allowed to
speak in the House nor were
they authorised to be critical of
the role of the party they be-
longed to. "Then how ecan real
issues be raised in the Parlia-
ment and made it effective?”

The BNP MP also accused the
Speaker of Bangladesh Parlia-
ment of obstructing audit of ex-
penses for his own office. He
also suggested that the govern-

ment be obligated to spending

foreign donations and credits.
Ruling Bangladesh Awami

League legisiator SM Akram

and

was critical of the process of
enactinlg laws, especially the
MPs’ role in this regard. “A bill
for law comes to the House
through a long process but the
mernbers in the House support
or oppose it without taking into
consideratign its content and
without adequate homework.”
he pointed out. :

He also felt that members
from the backbenchers hardly
get any chance to contribute to
the legislative businesses.

The former bureaucrat
blasted the "colonial bureau-
cracy’ {n the country saying
“the colonialists themselves
have done away with the system
much earlier.” :

Speaking of large-scale ab-
sence of the MPs from the Par-
liament session, Akram said,
"It happens as the membérs feel
they are unable to contribute to
the major issues in the House.”

Another BNP lawmaker MK
Anwar found the ruling party
MPs “"synonymous to the gov-
ernment” which he blamed for
obstructing the opposition
merbers to play their due role,
"The 32-month-old present
Parliament of Bangladesh did
net see any adfpurnment mo-
tion: to discuss crucial national
issues and in its last four ses-
sions there was no general dis-

-~ Bombs hurled

at IU staff bus:
7 JCD men held

_ KUSHTIA, Mar 20: Four em-

-ployees of the Islamic Univer-

sity were injured today when
some members of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) threw bombs
on a town bound staff bus, po-
lice said, reports BSS.

Police arrested seven leaders
and workers of JCD from the
university gate and the town for
their involvement in throwing
bombs on the staff bus. '

They are JCD General Secre-
tary of the University Unit
Kabir Heossain, JCD activists
Azad, Faiz Mohammad, Abdus
Salam, Hafizur Rahman, Ja-
hangir and Kajal.

Police said the university
staff bus came under bomb at-
tack by the JCD activists near
the university gate at about 2:30
pm when the employees were re-
turning to the district town.

The injured employees were
identified as Ariful Mollah,
Zakir Hossain, Sikder Hafizur
Rahman and Moazzem Hos-
sain. They were admitted to
Kushtia General Hospital.

A case was liled with Kushtia
sadar thana in this connection.

Parliament, good governance

cussions on such matters.”

Pakistani MP Shafqat
Mahmood gave an account of
how his country's National As-
sembly functioned. *The OppPo-
sition MPs are found vocal
against bureaucracy but they
start depending on it soon after
Em‘ng lo power. Pakistan is held

ostage to the bureaucracy,”

He further said the Pakistan
Parliament hardly had any dis-
cussion on grucial national is-
sues and added the parliamen-
tary commitiees also failed to
function effectively.

M. Hafizuddin Khan.
Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral of Bangladesh, criticised
the MPs for their negligence to
the Parliament sessions and
the meetings of the parliamen-
tary standing committees.

President hosts
~ dinner for
SAARC Speakers

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed lastnight hosted a din-
ner for the Speakers and par-
liamentarians of the SAARC
courntries at Bangabhaban, re-

ports LINB.
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, Cabinet Ministers,

Deputy Leader of the opposition
Prof A @ M Badruddoza Chowd-
hury and parliament members
attended the dinner.

Earlier, the SAARC Speak-
ers and Parliamentarians made
a courtesy call on him at
Bangabhaban and exchanged
views on the ways and means to
develop and strengihen demo-
cratic institutions of the mem-
ber countries.

SAARC summit
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could she (Begum Zia) oppose an
act of cooperation between the
lwo neighbours?"

Aboul the outcome of the
conference, he said for the first
time the minister-level meeting
recognised that bilateral efforts
are necessary to improve rela-
tions.

He said Sri Lankan Presi-
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga
in her inaugural address
recognised this when she re-
ferred to the introduction of bus
service between India and Pak-
istan.

"We should also progress bi-
laterally," Azad ﬂajc{J replyihg to
a question about the progress
on access of Bangladeshi goods

lo Indian market free from any
tariff,
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Mintoo: Term of govt
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MPs who are not voted to par-
liament directly by the people
should not be allowed to vote on
major issues like a no-confi-
dence motion against a gov-
ermment.

Mintoo strongly opposed the
idea of bureaucrats entering
politics immediately after their
retirement. “There should be a
legal bar for civil servants to
enter into politics in at least
three years of their retirement.”

He also opposed the idea of
appointing bureaucrats like
Deputy Commissioners or
Thana Nirbahi Officers as re-
turning officers in elections.

Rokeya Rahman, President
of the Employers Association,
said that reserved seats for
women in parliament should be
increased from the present 30 to
64 - one from each district.
“Besides, a women MP should

- be elected directly by the female
voters of a district.”

Abu Alam Chowdhury, a

businessman, told the meeting

that there should be legal com-

pulsion for political parties to
give nominations to their
wolren supporters to contest for
- a particular number of seats..
Without opposing the legal
bar for bank loan defaulters to

take part in elections, Chowd-
hury said there should be a
provision under which the au-
thorities can distinguish be-

- tween the ‘wilful defaulters and

the defaulters due to certain po-
litical and economic condi-
tions’.

He also opposed the system
under which a civil servant can
enter into politics immediately
after his retirement. According
to him, a bureaucrat should not
be allowed to enter politics in
five years of his retirement.

Keramat Ali, a member of
the FBCCI. argued for reducing
the five-year term of a parlia-
ment to two years. “Becomin
an MP these days is a very goo
investment. If the term is re-
duced to two years, the nation
will see some good people con-
testing the polls having no
vested interest in mind.”

Ali also asserted that the
electoral laws should reflect the
truth. “In many cases. one
spends Tk 2 to 4 crore, while the
legally fixed ceiling for election
expenditure is Tk 3 lakh." He
suﬂ:mrted the FEMA idea of
holding joint projection meet-
ings by candidates,

Others who spoke on behalf
of the FBCCI included Maleka
Khanam, Dewan Mohammad
ii.lltan. Abdul Haque and Akbar

i

, You know it’sFmirates when...

...you can phone and fax the offiée,
but they can’t bother you.

On Emirates there’s always a fax machine, electronic typewriter and phone for you to use. It's business

as usual - but only when you want. (Yet another good reason to fly the Airline of the Yecar 1999.)
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