law and Our Rights

"All citizens are equal before law and are entitled to equal protection of law"-Article 27 of the
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The Last Global Peace Initiative of the 20th Centur

HAGUE APPEAL

FOR PEACE
v 1999

or many people in this
world right now, things
are not as they should
be: Some people are wealthy.
while their neighbours don't
have enough tc ealt. Many
communities live in peace,
while war claims innocent lives
close by. Some children can
communicate with each other
across oceans through e-mail,
while others are not even able
to go to school. And I'm sorry to
say, children are still being
brought up to hate or fear their
neighbours just because they
specik a different language or go
to a different church...

Things get better when
enough people decide that they
should get better... Things can
change when ordinary people
come together in a common
across purpose’ — Kofi Annan,
Secretary-General of the United
Nations.

, And at the fag end of the
nineteenth century, the Hague
Appeal for Peace, an interna-
tional campaign has been initi-
ated by civil society that com-
bines individuals, civil society
groups. international organi-
sations and governments in the
pursuit of one overreaching
goal: The promotion of a culture
of peace in the next century. It
plans to achieve this goal by
saving the seeds for the aboli-
tion of war and by declaring
peace to be a human right. The
campaign will come to a focus
at a conference on May 11-15,

'
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The Hague Appeal for Peace 1999

1999 in the Hague, the Nether-
lands.

After a decade of world con-
ferences on children environ-
ment, human rights, social de-
velopment, population ad-
vancemenlt of women, and habi-
tat. the lasi major conference of
the century would be on peace
and international justice. The
overall theme of the conference
is "It's time to abolish war and
the causes of war"

Why in 1999, in the
. Hague, The
Netherlands?

The city, of the Hapue is the
world's capital of international
law.

In 1899, the [irst Interna-
lional Peace conference took
place in the Hague. This confer-
ence was unique-unlike almost
all previous peace conferences,
it was convened not 10 conclude
or settle a war. but to discuss the
establishment of permanent
mechanisms of international
law for the purposes of disar-
mament, the preventions of
war, and the peaceful of settle-
ment of disputes. Thé 1899 con-
ference was followed by the sec-
ond International Hague Peace
Conference in 1907. which was
largely inspired by citizen peace
socielies, These two conferences
made historic advances in de-
veloping international human-
itarian law. establishing the
Permanent Court of Arbitra-
tion (PCA) and planting the
seeds [or the League of Nations,
the Permanent Court of justice
and their successors — the
United Nations and the Inter-
national Court of Justice (ICJ).
Both the PCA and the ICJ are
located in the Peace Palace in
the Hague.

Specific Goals

“If we could abolish
apartheid, why not war", as-
serted Archbishop Desmond
Tuto at the launch of the Hague
Appeal for Peace. The goal of
the Hague Appeal is Lo plant the
secds tor the delegitimisation of
war in the new century, both in-
ter-state conflict and intra-
stale violence. According to the
organisers, peace is a human
right, and what better time then

By A H Monjurul Kabir

the celebration of the 50th an-
niversary of the Universal De-
celeration of Human Rights to
make that clear. It is expected
that the Hague Agenda for Peace
and Justice for the 2]1st century
will define a culture of peace to
replace the culture of war and
violence which has defined the
20th century.

The Participants and

the Focus Groups

Grace Machel, President of
the Mozambique Foundation
for Community Development
and First Lady of South Africa,
Nobel Laureatles Joseph Rotblat
and Jose Ramas Harta have in-
vited people from around the
world to come to the Hague,
Their leiter of invitation says:

‘As long as 1.3 billion people
live in poverty, and bloated de-
fense budgets deprive citizens of
their tundamental, economic
and social rights, then there
will be strife....When humanity
invests in the force of law in-
stead ol the law of lorce; when
governinents ratily the new In-

Kofi Annan, Secretary-Gen-
eral of the Urited Nations will
address the closing plenary
session of the Hague Appeal
for Peace conference on May
15, 1999,

ternational Criminal Court

statute, the land mine treaty,
and a nuclear weapons convern-
tion; and when humanity
commits itself to all human
rights for all people, only then
can we feel secure in the knowl-
edge that we and our grand chil-
dren can lock forward to a
world of peace with justice..."
Women, educators, faith
based groups, media expert in-
digenous. people, labour and
youth wili see that their needs
and interests are included. [t
will essentially be an arrange-
ment*by the global civil society.

Towards Pro-people Ap-

proaches

Convential approaches lo
peace have failed miserably in
this century. The world com-
munity is demanding new ap-
proaches, citizen-based, com-
munity-based, "bottom-up” al-
ternative strategies and struc-
lures.

The range of themes being
addressed by the Hague ﬂppm%
for Peace is enormous and
daunting. However. the pas-
sionate cominitment and ex-
traordinary breadth of scope of
the participating organisa-
tions, coalitions and networks
is truly inspiring.

The Hague Agenda is being
developed in national and re-
gional preparatory meetings,
The process is bottom-up and
participation-based. With the
participation of UNICEF, UN-
ESCO, ICRC and the acceptance
of UN Secretary General Kofi
Annan to attend, the momen-
tum for the Hague Appeal grows
every day. |

Network Building in

Bangladesh

A Bangladesh National
Youth Preparatory Committee
has been formed to contribute
to the Hague Appeal for Peace. It
consists of 37 ruemnbers from
different Bangladeshi youth or-
ganizations. On December 1,
1998, the committee organized
a Hague Appeal for Peace rally
at the National Museum,
Dhaka. in collaboration with
the National Federation of

"Youth
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Carol Bellamy, Executive Di-
rector of the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF),
will be among the opening
speakers at the Hague Confer-
ence on May 12,

Organisations in
Bangladesh (NFYOB).

As a part of global effort to
make the Hague Peace Confer-
ence successful, Bangladesh Le-
gal Aid and Services Trust
(BLAST) has undertaken a na-
tional consultation and net-
work building process with
NGOs, lawyers, human rights
activists and representatives of
civil society. It has also trans-
lated the ﬁ:aﬂet of the Hague
Peace Appeal into Bengalt and
disseminated it among various
segments of society. There has
been an overwhelming response
in the form of a huge number of
endorsement forms. BLAST is
maintaining regular contact
with interested organisations
and individuals through in-
house discussion and personal
communication. It arranged a
two-day roundtable discussion
on HAP on December 14 and 15,
1998. In order to strengthen the
peace movement in South Asia,
BLAST also attend the South
Asian Hague Appeal Prepara-
tory Conference in Kathmandu
ort March 5 and 6, 1999,

For more details, anvone
may contact Dr Borhan Uddin
Khan, Assistant Professor, De-
partment of Law, Dhaka Uni-
versily and Co-ordinator, Leg-
islative Advocacy and Partici-

pation of Civil Society, BLAST. i

E-mail:<blast@bangla.net>

Peace is a Human
Right

"In Cambodia, in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, in Rwanda, our
time — this decade evenr — has
shown us that man's capacity
Jor evil knows no limits," —
United Nations Secretary Gen-
eral Kofi Annan.

As the draft vision state-
ment describes, after a century
of terrible wars civil society is
planning a major, end-of-the
century peace conference in
May 1999 in the Hague to coin-
cide with 100th Anniversary of
the First International Hague
Peace Conference.

Let us hope the Hague Appeal
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Graca Machel, Hague Appeal
for Peace keynote speaker,
President of tlfe Mozambique
Foundation for Community
Development and First Lady
of Suut.g Africa.

for Peace, the last global peace
initiative ol the 20th centu
for the next millennium will
sharpen the collaboration of
governments, international
governmental organisations
and civil society, the 'new su-
perpower”. according to Nobel
Laureate Jody Williams.
mkabir@bdcom,com
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Discussion Draft Agenda for Peace and Justice for the 21st Century

HIS Discussion Dralt
Agenda for peace and
Justice for the 2l1si

Century has emerged from an
intensive process of
consultation between the mem-
bers of the Hague Appeal for
Peace Organising and Coordi-
nating Committees, the numer-
ous other organisations that ac-
tively participate in the Hagne
Appeal for Peace process and
the Hague Appeal for Peace pro-
gramine coordinators. It repre-
sents, in drafl form, what these
civil-society organisations
consider to be the most impor-
tant challenges facing hu-
mankind as it prepares to em-
bark upon a new millennium.

Send Your Feedback : In or-
der to develop into a truly
global Agenda for Peace and
Justice for the 21st Century,
this docurmnent must grow to re-
flect even more the priorities of
civil-society world-wide. Since
teedback should be as represen-
tative as possible, we encourage
you to mobilise your organisa-
tion or network — in coopera-
tion, il possible, ‘with other or-
ganisations and networks — to
diseuss this Agenda. Mark your
results "Feedback on the Hague
Appeal for Peace Discussion
Draft Agenda lor Peace and
Justice lfor the 21st Century,"
indicate clearly which organi-
sations contribuled to drafting
the feedback. and send it to -
The Hague Appeal for Peace «c/o
WFM #7777 UN Plaza » New York.
NY 10017 «USA. Fax : +1-212-
599-1332. E-mail '
<hap99@ige.org>.

In order to be considered
when  compiling the Draft
Hague Agenda for Peace and
Justice for the 21st Century —
the core discussion docurment
for the Hague conference — your
feedback should reach this ad-
dress before March 31, 1999,
Feedback received after this
date, however, will be taken
into consideration when com-
piling the final version of the
Hague Agenda for Peace and
Justice for the 21st Century.

Preamble

The world is emerging from
the bloodiest, inost war-ridden,
century in history. On the eve of
the new century. it is time to
create the conditions in which
the primary aim of the United
Nations, "to save succeeding
generations from the scourge of
war,” can be realised. This is the
goal of the Hague Appeal for
FPeace.

Skepties will say that it
cannot be done. The Hague Ap-
peal challenges this assump-
tion. This century has seen
unimagined changes, Society
now has the means to cure dis-
ease, reduce poverty and elimni-
nate sltarvation. The twentieth
century has also seen the cre-
ation of a set of universal
norms which, il implemented,
will go a long way toward mak-

ing war unnecessary and im-
possible. And this century has
seen the replacement of author-
itarian forms of government by
democratic governance, a phe-
nomenon which enables civil
society (o play a far greater role
than heretofore in the affairs of
numanity.

This historic mission can-
not be entrusted solely to gov-
ernments. Recent years have

seen oulbreaks of genocide in
Cambodia, Bosnia and Rwand.i,
brutal attacks against civilians
and the spread of horrendous
weapons ol mass destruction
capable of ending lile on much
or all of the planet. In all but a
few cases, the world's govern-
ments have manifestly failed to
fulfill their responsibility to
prevent conflict., protect civil-
ians, end war and create the
conditions ol permanent peace.

As a result, the Hague Appeal
proposes a citizens Agenda for
Peace and Justice for the 21st
Century. This will entail a fun-
damentally new approach,
building on the recent mode! of
New Diplomacy in which citi-
zen advocates, progressive gov-
ernments and official agencies
have worked together for com-
mon goals. We will embrace the
moral imagination and courage
necessary to create a 21st cen-
tury culture of peace and to de-
velop national and suprana-
tional institutions which ulti-

mately must be the guarantors
of peace and justice in this
world,

There is already much to
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choose from. Civil sociely has
flourished since the end of the
Cold War and launched cam-
Pai ns aimed at eradicating
andmines, reducing the traflic
in small arms, alleviating third
world debt, ending violence
against women, abolishing nu-
clear weapons, stopping the use
of child soldiers and building
an independent, International
Criminal Court. These grass-
roots efforts are having a major
impact, They are succeeding be-
cause they engage ordinary peo-
Fie: because they integrate dif-
erent sectors (human rights,
the environment, disarma-
ment, sustainable development,
etc.); because they invite the full
participation of women, youth,
indigenous peoples, minorities,
the disabled and other affected
groups.

These campaigns have gen-
erated unity and cohesion and
demonstrate what can be done
when people are listened to in-
stead of talked at.

The Hague Appeal for Peace
intends to listen, learn and
then to build. Out of this process
will emerge a new citizens'
Agenda for Peace and Justice
for the 21st Century. It is a vital

and realisable goal.

Themes
Components of the Hague

Appeal, lrom the conference
programme to the campaigns,

arc molivated by the following
main themes !

Traditional Failure : Tradi-
lional approaches Lo preventing
war and building peace have by
and large failed disastrously.
This is evidenced by the grow-
ing brutality of warlare, and the
callous disregard far civilian
lile in such conflicts as Kosovo,
the Congo and Sierra Leone,
Big-power bullying tactics are
not diplomacy. Sanctions that
starve the poor are not solidar-
ity. Fire-brigade peacekeeping
elforts are no substitute for so-
phisticated early waming sys-
Lems,

Human Security : [t is time

lo redefine security in terms of -

human and ecological needs in-
stead of national sovereignty
and national borders. This will
establish new priorities, and
redirect funding to sustainable
development instead of armia-
ments.

All Human Rights for All
People : The violation of human

Taking the Initiative in
Peace-Making : [t 1s time for
people to assert their commit-
ment to peace and — if necessary
— Lo wrest peace-making away
from the exclusive control of
politicians and military es-
tablishments. Too often, peace
initiatives are proposed as a
last resort, with negotiations
restricted to the warmongers,
and lmposed on those most af-
fected (particularly women and
children). Those who have sufl-
fered most must have a place at
the table when peace agree-
ments are drawn up. with egual
representation for women. If
necessary. civil society should
also convene peace initiatives
before a crisis gets oul of con-
trol, and lives are losl. This
could help to turn early warn-
ing from a slogan into a realily.

‘Bottom-up Globalization :
The alarming concentration of
economic power and the irre-
sponsible imposition of neo-
liberal, macro-economic poli-
cies are destroving the envi-
ronment, generating poverty
and desperation, widening divi-
sions and fomenting war. The
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rights is one ol the rool causes
of war. These vioclations include
the denial of economic, social
and cultural rights, as well as
political and civil rights. The
artificial distinction between
these two sets of rights can no
longer be tolerated.

Scoft Power : We are pro-
foundly encouraged that civil
society and progressive gov-
ernments are choosing 'soft
power’ paths, utilizing negotia-
tion, coalition building and
new diplomacy methods of set-
tling disputes, while rejecting
the 'hard power' dictates of ma-
jor powers, militaries and eco-
nomic conglomerates,

Replacing the Law of Force
with the Force of Law : The rule
of law has been contemptuously
1gnored in contemporary comn-
flicts,

The Hague Appsal seeks to
invigorale, develop, and pro-
mote universal adherence to
and implementation of inter-
national law. It also seeks to
create and invigorale the inter-
national institutions of law,
like the International Court of
Justice and the new Interna-
tional Criminal Court. Inter-
national law must also be made
more accessible to individuals.
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General) and Cara Weiss (President) speaking about the Hague Appeal for
peace at the annual DPIU/NGO conference at the United Nations.

Hague Appeal encourages ef-
forls to challenge this destruc-
tive model of globalization
through community-based
coalitions such as the Jubilee
2000 call for debt forgivencss
and through campaigns to erad-
icate poverty.

Democratic International
Decision-Making : The United
Nations system and other mul-
tilateral institutions have the
capacily lo be a unique and uni-
versal force for peace. Yet in re-
cent years they have been
treated with cynicism, politi-
cised and under-funded. The
international system must be
revived, democratized and pro-
vided with resources if it is to
realise ils potentiial in peace-
building. In particular, we call
for a Security Council that can
serve human security rather
than Great Power interests and
for a radical reorientation of
international financial institu-
tions to serve human rather
than corporate needs.

Humanitarian Intervention
: The Hague Appeal demands the
speedy and eflective interven-
tion of humanitarian forces,
subject to the prescriptions of
the United Nations Charter,
when civilians are threatened

by genocide, war crimes. crinies
against humanity and extreimnme
national disasters. I is ex-
traordinary thatl so little atten-
tion has been paid to the idea of
establishing a standing inter-
vention force. Civil society
should consider new forms of
civilian intervention as a mat-
ter of urgency.

Finding the Money for Peace
and Starving the Funds for War:
The allocation of resources is
seriously distorted. Many of to-
day's conflicts are fuelled by
economic greed and the grab for
raw materials, while billions
dare spent on the arms trade and
other forms of militarization.
At the same time, many worth-
while peace initiatives and pro-
gramimes for human security
sulfer from a lack of funds even
though governments have
adopted an extraordinary series
of global action plans at the
historic  world conferences
cenvened during the last ten
years. These priorities must he
reversed. In addition to elini-
nating weapons of mass de-
struction and drastically curb-

ing the arms trade, oulitar

buddets must be progressively
rediced,
Main Actions

The Hague Appeal for Peace
will serve as a launch pad for
several major, new initiatives
and actions. It will also infuse
many important, engoing cam-
paigns with increased momen-
tum. Other campaigns will be
identified between now and
May 1999. Among these cam-
paigns will be:

Small Arms : The Interna-
tional Action Network on
Small Arms (IANSA) will
launch the next major grass-
roots disarmament campaign,
for a drastic reduction in the
trade in small arms,

Landmines : The Interna-
tionnal Campaign to Ban Land-
mines (I1CBL] will unveil its first
report on implementation of
the Oitawa mine ban treaty and
rertew the call for its universal
ratification.

The International Criminal
Court: The Coalition for an In-
ternational Criminal Court
(CICC] will launch a global
campaign Lto ratify the statute
and complete the establishment
of the new court.

Nuclear Weapons : Abolition
2000 and the Middle Powers
Initiative will present their
campaign for a convention
oullawing nuclear weapons,
building on the momentum
genecrated by the 1996 Interna-
tional Court of Justice advisory
opinion and the New Agenda
Coalition.

Global Action for Peace
(GAP) : The Hague Appeal will
launch a major new programme
for a phased reduction in mili-
tary establishments over a pe-
riod of years, accompanied by
the creation of effective mecha-
nisms for conflict prevention
and resolution.

Humanitarian Intervention
: The Helsinki Citizens Assem-
bly and a number of other
groups plan to start a world-
wide coalition of peace forces to
promote humanitarian inter-
vention.

Education for a Culture of
Peace : The Hague Appeal will
call for a major campaign (1) to

make universal peace education |

compulsory in primary and
secondary schools and in
teacher education. (2) to in-
¢lude. as standard olferings,
human rights and peace-studies
In universities and interna-
tional law education in law
schools, and (3] to strengthen
cooperation with UNESCO's
programine to promote a cul-
ture of peace.

Child Soldiers : The Coali-
tion to Stap the Use to Child
Soldiers will intensify its cam-
paign to prohibit the recruit-
mernt and use in hostilities of
children under the age of 18.

Actlions on poverty are being

ar ;
I meﬂgend a Items

The following are the spe-
cific agenda-items that have
been identified during the
Hague Appeal for Peace process
thus far ;

* Implement a Global Action
Plan to Prevent War by Negoti-
ating Reductions in Military

Forces, Weapons and Budgets «°

Demilitarize the Global Econ-
omy. by Reducing Military Bud-
gets and Shifling Resources to-
wards Human Security Fro-
grammes * Negotiate and Ratify
an International Treaty to
Eliminate Nuclear Weapons
Prevent Proliferation and Use
of Conventional Weapons, in-
cluding Light Weapons. Small
Arms and Guns and Safeguard
Personal Security » Ratify and
Implement the Landmine Ban
Treaty » Prevent the Develop-
ment and Use of New Weapons
and Military Technologies and
Ban Deployment of Weapons in
Space ¢ Strengthen Universal
Implementation and Adherence
of Biological Weapons Conven-
tion and Chemical Weapons

Convention * Hold States Ac-
countable [(or the Impact of

Military Production, Testing
and Use on the Environment
and on Health * Build a Civil
Society Movement for the Abo-
lition of War ¢ Educate for
Peace, Human Rights and
Democracy * Combat the Ad-
verse Effects ol Globalization »
Advance the Sustainable and
E:ﬂultable Use of Environmen-
tal Resources » Eradicate Colo-
nialism and Neocolonialism e
Eliminate Racial. Ethnic, Gen-
der and Religious Intolerance e
Promote Gender Justice » Pro-
tect and Respect Children and
Youth ¢ Promote International
Democracy and Just Global
Governance * Proclaim Active
Non-Violence + Eliminate
Communal Violence at the Lo-
cal Level * Strengthen Local
Capacities for Peace »
Strengthen the United Nations'
Capacity to Maintain Peace »
Prioritise Early Warning and
Early Response * Promote the
Training of Civilian Peace Pro-
fessionals * Refine the Use of
Sanctions e Strengthen Mech-
anisms for Humanitarian In-
tervention = Engender Peace
Building « Empower Youn

People  Listen to the Voices o

Unrepresented Peoples
Strengthen Coalition-Building
between Civil Society Groups o
Strengthen Regional Capacities
for Peace » Mainstream Multi-
Track Diplomacy e Utilise the
Media as a Proactive Tool for
Peacebuilding « Make "Conflict
Impact Assessment” a Re-

quirement * Advance the Global
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a Tool for Advocacy
By Mary Ellen Tsekos

Internatioﬂéﬂ Law és

It is the task of justice advocates to mobilize and edu-
cate the public as well as to harness international
pressure and utilize the various UN monitoring bod-
ies. This may not be an easy task given such challenges
as lack of enforcement mechanisms or rule of law.
Nonetheless, as the world's barriers shrink, it is clear

that justice advocates will need to work at expanding
their focus.

"What is happening now — the dynamic dialogue between
people — going to benefit all and wil definitely have a positive
effect on the whole international community,” — Mahnaz
Aflchami

HE world of the 20th century is one of shrinking divides.

No longer is the width of océans sufficient for separating

individuals; no longer can the lands past the date line be
considered "other.” While rapid advancements in technology
have created a global community, they have also endowed us
with the immense responsibility of working toward worldwide
justice. It is clear that the work of advocating for social.
economic and political justice cannot continue to be confined to
our backyards, It is vital to examine methodologies that can be
used effectively in developing an equitable wnr1§ society.

International law, one tool for social justice advocacy, is a
relatively modern notion and global advocates are deepening
their mastery of its use. Working with international law can be
more dillicult than dealing with national laws. For one thing, it
does not have any true enforcement mechanisms. Coun rep-
resentatives create, sign and ratify international treaties and
conventions which comprise the basis of what is considered
international law. Once these conventions are ratified they be-
come legally binding obligations with which states should
mm}ply. As of yet, though, no policing body exists which can ac-
tually enforce the laws. While countries should adopt national
legislation that implements the treaty components, it is only
NGOs that can truly hold their governments accountable to
their commitments.

In light of the difficulty of enforcing international law, what
is its practical effectiveness? To address this, I interviewed five
US advocates in the field: Mahnaz Afkhami, President of The
Sisterhood Is Global Institute: Pauline H Baker, President of
The Fund for Peace; Jerine B Bird, President of Partners for
Peace: Geeta Rao Gupta, President of International Centre for
Research on Women:; and Martina Wrede, Intern with the Amer-
ican Bar Association.

Among the advocates interviewed, there tends to be opti-
mism about the effectiveness of employing international law
toward the creation of an equitable globa community. Most
agree Lhat conventions such as the Convention on the Elimina-
tion ol All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)
can stimulate change,

Most see international law being effective because of its ahil-
ity (o change the discourse and thus alter the norms. As Gupta
states, conventions and treaties such as CEDAW "create a stan-
dard of what is acceptable behaviour internationally for states.
As a result. if nothing else, states respond. Even if they don't
implement those standards internally, they're embarrassed if
lhey're showni to be not following those standards. To that ex-
lenl international laws create mechanisms whereby states can
be held accountable.” B '

Countries with the greatest desire to make a good impression
internationally may work hardest to at least appear as if they
are implementing various conventions. International law has
little effect. however, in countries that are not poverned by the
rule of law and do not have the freedom of speec% Also, inter~a-
tional law is of little consequence in any country if justice ad-
vnf&;tts ]are 1ol using it to bring about tangible change at the lo-
Cal 1eEvel.

While the elfective use of international law "is so different
from one country to another," as Bird observes, the advocates
interviewed describe three levels that justice advocates can
work on in order 1o bring? about true change:

* Domestic legislation in one's respective countries. Gupta

emphiasizes the great cose st whiieh many governiments sign
treaties  aud conventions o oavaid Goerngtional emibiarass-
ment. The standard created by mternational law and this po-
tential embarrassnient can be used hy NGOs o hold their gov-

ernments accountable for their actions.

* Public education to change individual attitudes. Interna-
tional law emphasizes the unity of all humankind, separate
[rom any government. It speaks to individuals, not just to gov-
ernments. At a June 1998 presentation, Salma Khan. Chairper-
son of the UN Cominittee on the Elimination of Discrimination
Against Women. emphasized that, in Bangladesh, CEDAW has
been most effective because it empowered individual women.
Though equality laws have existed for some time in
Bangladesh, women had not begun to pressure their government
for implementation of those laws until they felt that there was a
bndfr greater than their government authorities to which they
could appeal for help. Khan's Bangladesh-based NGO, Women
for Women: A Research and Study Group, educates the public
about their ability to access international bodies and to hold
their own countries accountable.

* Utilizing the United Nations (UN) monitoring bodies. Baker
observes that, since the end of the Cold War, NGOs and non-
Hrufit organizations are succeeding in having a greater role in-

uencing the UN. With the demise of the overwhelming security
concerns of the Cold War period, she is hopeful that social, eco-
nomic and political justice issues will now be able to take the
forefront.

There are cautions to how international law is used. Wrede
comments that the use of internationial law tends to be domi-
nated by the global Nerth. Also, many express concern about
the tendency of advocates from the global North to be culturally
insensitive when working with women from the global South.
Afkhami is hopeful, however, emphasizing that in recent years
the international involvement of Northern advocates in social
justice issues has become significantly more culturally sernsi-
tive and, thus, more effective. She observes that the "dynamic
dialogue” that is now taking place will be beneficial not only to
the (hweluping global South but also to the developed global
North.

While today's justice advocates are faced with the enormous
responsibility of working for the betterment of societies
throughout the world, they are not without tools to aid them. In-
ternational law. as an advocacy tool, presents numerous oppor-
tunities. It is the task of justice advocates to mobilize and edu-
cate the public as well as to harness international pressure and
utilize the various UN monitoring bodies. This may not be an
easy task given such challenges as lack of enforcement mecha-
nisms or rule of law. Nonelheless, as the world's barriers
shrink, it is clear that justice advocates will need to work at ex-
panding their focus.

The writer, an Everett Public Service Intern with the Capac-
ity Building Program, is a senior at the College of William and
Mary and originally hails from Athens, Greece.

Courtesy: ChangeExchange, October 1998.

Campaign for the Establish-
ment of the International
Criminal Court » Encourage
Close Cooperation Between the
Converging Fields of Interna-
tional Humanitarian and Hu-
man Rights Law ¢ Reinforce
Support for the International
Criminal Tribunals +« Enforce
Universal Jurisdiction for Uni-
versal Crimes : Building Upon
the Pinochet Precedent #= Re-
form and Expand the Role of the
International Court of Justice
in the Context of a More Com-
prehensive System of Global
Justice * Strengthen Protection
of and Frovide Compensation
for the Victims of Armed Con-
flict » Stop the Use of Child
Soldiers = Help Victims to Hold
Abusers Accountable Under In-
ternational Humanitarian and
Human Rights Law * Protect
Human Rights Defenders, Hu-
manitarian Workers and
Whistleblowers ¢ Train Grass-

roots Organizations to Use Na--
tional, Regional and Interna-
tional Mechanisms in the En-
forcement of International Law

= Promote Increased Public
Knowledge, Teaching and Un-
derstanding of International
Humanitarian and Human
Rights Law ¢ Integrate Human
Rights Protections into Conflict
Prevention, Resolution and
Post-Conflict Reconstruction e
Build Upon the Successes and
Failures of Truth Commissions’
and Political Amnesties o Es-

tablish a Universal and Effec-

tive System of Habeas Corpus »

Subject Warmaking to Demo-

cratic Controls.

A short text explaining each
of these Aﬁenda Items can be
found on the following web-site:

http://www.haguepeace.org

Source : Peace Matters, Jan-
uary/February 1999



