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Dhaka-Calcutta
trial bus
run Mar 23

CALCUTTA, Mar 20; As part
of a dry-run between Dhaka and
Calcutta, a bus from Bangla-
desh will arrive at Haridaspur

on the Indo-Bangladesh border |

on March 23, reports PTI.

Managing Director, West
Bengal Surface Transport Cor-
poration Lid [(WBSTC), S
Goswami today said the air-
conditioned bus carrying some
Bangladesh government offi-
cials will be received at Hari-
daspur of their Indian counter-
parts.

WBSTC will take newsmen
to the spot to cover the historic
event, Goswami said.

The state government is yet
to announce the final date for
the commercial run of the bus.

However, BSS quoting a

Communication Ministry offi-
cial in Dhaka today said the
date of the trial bus run from
Bangladesh is likely to be fi-
nalised tomorrow.

SAARC Summit
in third week of
Nov likely

The next SAARC summit is
likely to be held in the third
week of November as suggested
by host country Nepal, reports
UNB.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad told newsmen at
the airport on his return from
Colombo after attending the
two-day SAARC foreign minis-
ters' conference. |

Replying to a query on
Dhaka-Calcutta bus service, he
said it would start very soon.
The reason for delay in opening
of trial bus service, earlier
scheduled for March 18, was
only precedural problem.

"A new date would be set af-
ter discussion with the Eco-
nomic Relalions Division,” he
added.

Reacting to the comments of
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Begum Khaleda Zia
on Dhaka-Calcutta bus service,
Azad said, this was not proper
on the part of the opposition
leader. She opposed it only for
Gpposition’s sake,

"She should be a respensible
leader because she was Prime
Minister of this country. She
should understand the future of
the new millennium," added the
Foreign Minister.

Azad said; "When the whole
world is moving fast with the
concept ol cooperation., how

See Page 12 Col 8

Cancel permission
for pvt terminal,
TUs tell minister

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of the 22 trade
unions at Chittagong Port,
during talks with the State
Minister Shipping yesterday,
rreilerated their demand [or
cancellation of the governmen-
U's permission to a US company

to set up a container terminal at

Palgnga in the private sector.
tate Minister Mofazzal
Hossain Chowdhury Maya
called the unton leaders in
Dhaka for talks in view of their
call for a 4-hour strike at Chit-
lagong port on March 23 to
press cancellation of the per-
mission, given to SSA
\Bangladesh) Ltd . and some
other demands.

The other demands include
setting up of a container termi-
n1al at Newmooring in collabo-
ration with a UK-based interna-
lional consortium. Port Ven-
ture Limited (PVL) and the Sin-
gapore Port Authority, and in-
troduction of incentive scherme
for workers,

They had also warned of an
indefinite strike.

Meetling .sources said al
11pm that there were five hours'
talks in 1wo rounds, but no oul-
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 Zohr 1 12-45 | 1-20 A
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Payment of bills for gas from 2 foreign cos

Petrobangla faces loss

of $2-3 lakh a month

Petrobangla is finally cFﬂing
lo pay for gas develope
supplied by foreign companies
from its funds, sources said.

The linance ministry had
carlier informed Petrobangla
that it would not continue pay-
ing the bills for Sangu gas.

Peirobangla will have to pay
8 to 9 lakh dollars a month for
gas supplied from Cairn's
Sangu arnd Occidental’'s Jalal-
abad fields from next month. It
would then be left with a
monthly loss of 2 to 3 lakh dol-
lars as its gas sale price is lower
than the purchase price, accord-
ing to an estimate,

The sources mentioned that
after pa}’infg' as much as Tk 123
crore in loreign currency to
British oil company Cairn for
supply of around 60 million

and

By Sharier Khan

cubic feet of gas per day (mmefd)
from June last year, the finance
ministry asked Petrobangla to
pay the bills from its own ac-
count. The ministry has been
paying the bills from the begin-
ning as per the gas purchase
-sale agreement.

Petrobangla is now diverting
funds from its profit-making
concerns to pay for the expen-
sive Sangu gas and relatively
less expensive Jalalabad gas.

Till last month, the min-
istry paid around 2.5 million
dollars a month for Sangu gas.
The bills will increase sharply
from next month as US com-
pany Occidental has already
started supplying 100 mmefd of
gas.

However, Petrobangla
sources said that it could not be

determined whether the en-
sive. gas supplied by foreign
companies was being utilised
properly.

€ power sector is a major
consumer of gas. We've hearEll a
lot of complaints in the past
that the power units were not
getting adequale gas. But now
gas supply has reached an op-
timum level and we don't see
any visible impact of increased
gas supply to the power sector,”
orle source noted.

The country's gas produc-
tion, including Cairn and Occi-
dental's supplies. has now
reached a total of over 900
mmcld. However, some of the
local gasfields such as
Kallastila has cut down produc-
tion to accommodate Cairn and
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'"Term of govt should

be reduced by half’

FBCCI chief’s quest for stability

By Staff Correspondent

FBCCI President Abdul Awal
Mintoo feels that reducing of
the preaent fivé year term of a
government to two and half
years would help ensure politi-
cal stability in the country.

“Given the political parties’
present level of intolerance for
-.each other, general elections
should be held every two and
half years," the chief of the Fed-
erationn of Bangladesh Cham-
bers of Commerce and Indus-
tries said. "Such a provision, an
interim arrangement for the
next four/five governments,
will definitely help establish
political stability in the coun-
ry.”

Mintoo made the observa-
tion while presiding over a
FEMA-sponsored "Discussioii
Meeting on Electoral Law Re-
lorms wilh Business Leaders' in
the city yesterday.

Earlier, Feroz M Hassan.
Secretary General of FEMA

(Fair Election Munitnring Al-
liance), presented a paper based
ofi, what he said, the summary
of deliberations held at divi-
sional and district level work-
shops on electoral law reforms.
However, on the legal bar for
bank loan defaulters to contest
parliamentary polls, the FBCCI
president said he does not mind
that such a provision is there.
“But the law should equally
cover those using muscl= power
in politics or slanding in the
way of punishment of crimi-
nals. The loan defaulters are
better than those living on ex-
tortion.” '
Making an oblique reference
to the alleged undemocratic
practices ol different political

parties, Mintoo said, reforms ni -

the political partiés are "abso-
lutely important" for a change
towards a positive direction.
He also said Lhat the women
See Pape 12 Col 3

Another failed attempt to
boost shrimp industry

By A K M Mohsin

Just another failed attempt
to boost a thriving industry?

To help shrimp growers in
the southern districts, a private
operator chartered a small
plane to ferry fries from Cox's
Bazar. But the aviation regula-
tors spoiled the move, despite
strong personal interest from
the minister concerned.

IL takes as long as 24 1o 28
hours by truck from Cox's
Bazar to Khulna region. The
long trip Kkills some 20 to 30 per
cent of the baby shrimps, each
costing Tk 1.30.

So. the southern growers
needed something faster and
viable. International Project
Support Services Ltd (IPSSL)
came-forward with a Russian-
built AN-26 aircraft which ar-
rived yesterday mnrnin%;.

By plane, the mortality rate
is at highest one per cent in a
one-hour flight.

. Fisheries Minister ASMA
Rab was already at the Dhaka

airport yesterday 1o fly down to
Cox's Bazar to see off the first
such flight this morning.

International Project Sup-
port Services Lid (IPSSL) hired
another six-seater from the
Flving Club for the minister
and others 1o travel to the
coastal town. The minister did
not lake the flight as the Rus-
sian cargo }JIHHE did not receive
clearance from the Civil Avia-
tion Autherity of Bangladesh
[CAAB).

The reasun why the minister
was so enthusiastic about the
idea is that he saw an annual
return of Tk 300 crore from low
mortality of baby shrimps be-
cause of air shipment. “And in
terms of its economic impact,
the benefits could run inte a few
thousand crore from increased
exports.”

Hatchery ollicials in Coi's
Bazar said trucked deliveries
resull niot only in high rnortal-
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PM opens gas
processing
plant today

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Mar 20: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina will
inaugurate a gas processing
plant installed near the Jalal-
abad Gasfield in the suburb of
Sylhet town tomorrow, accord-
ing to district administration
Aources.

She will also visit a produc-
tion well in the gasfield.

The Prime Minister is
scheduled to reach MAG Osmani
International Airport at 10 am
where from she will drive to the
shrines of Hazrat Shahjalal
[RA} and that of Hazrat Shah
Paran [RA).

She will inaugurate the

?lanl at 11.50 am and will leave
or the capital at 1,20 pm, the
source addlcd.

The plant will process 100

See Fage 12 Col ]

Shafi Sami new
Foreign Secy

C M Shafi Sami has been ap-
pointed Foreign Secretary of
Bangladesh, said an official
announcemeil yvesierday. re-
ports UNE,

Sami succeeds Mustafizur
Rahman who held the post till
his death on February 28.

Prior to his new assignment,
Sami was the Bangladesh High
Commissioner to India.

He joined the civil service in
1966 and has served with dis-
tinction at homne and abroad.
His diplomatic assignments in-
cluded High Commissioner to
Pakistan and ambassador to
Saudi Arabia and China.

He was the chief coordinator
of the first SAARC Suminit held
in Dhaka in 1985
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Bangladesh

By Al-Amin and Syed Ashfaqul Haque

Kenya outclassed Bangla-
desh at their own den yester ay.

The African lions gave the
over-rated Bangladesh boys a
true cricketing lesson at the
Bangabandhu National Sta-
dium when they slapped the
;r_msts with an eight-wicket de-
eat,

Steve Tikolo and Maurice
Odumbe showed the hosts how
toc bat supreme while their
bowlers taught their opponents
how to maintain a tight line
and length in a limited-overs
match. The day-night match
was Lhe second of the tri-nation
Meril International tourna-

ment.

The two class players got
their act together to produce 118
runs for the undefeated third
wicket as Kenya, chasi a
modest Bangladesh total of 213,
reached 215 for two in only 43.5
overs,

Tikolo scored an unbeaten
106, his maiden hundred in
one-day cricket, and Odumbe
remained not out on a run-a-
ball 58 to give the Kenyans their
fourth win in five meetings
against Bangladesh after both
were awarded the ODI status in
1997. _

See Page 12 Col 1
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Shahriar Hossain in action on way to his career best 95, the highest score by a
Bangladesht in one-day international.

— Star photo by AKM Mohsin

15 recommendations for effective
parliament, good governance

Speakers at a regional semi-
nar yvesterday suggesied that an
effective Parliamient and a
fransparent government colild
help eslablish good govermance
in South Asian countries.

They also identified the
colonial bureaucracy as the ma-
jor barrier to making the Par-
liament elfective which was
needed for a transparent gov-
erning system. !

The seminar on “Parliament
and Good Governance: Towards
a New Agenda for Strengthen-
ing Accountabilily in South
Asia” was held at the BRAC cen-
tre in Rajendrapur. Gazipur.
MPs. academics, researchers,
economists and social workers
from India, Pakistan. Sri
Lanka. Nepal and host
Bang]adtsh are participating in
the five-day seminar.

On the opening day yester-
day, the seminar was attended
by three MPs each from Pak-
istan and Bangladesh and four
from Nepal but there was no MP
from India and Sri Lanka. The
two countries represented by
Lheir researchers arnd
econemists. Besides, represen-
tatives of Transparency Inter-
national from its Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Nepal chapters.
Canada-based Parliamentary
Centre, the World Bank. the
CIDA and the National Demo-

By Staff Correspondent

cratic Institute of Nepal also

participated.

Robert Miller, Executive [i-
rector of the Parliamentary
Centre, who moderated the pro-
grarnme, presented a paper on
"The Ecology of Government
and Parliament”. Another pa-
per titled "Parliament and Geod
Governance: South Asian Ex-
perience” was presented by Dr,
Muzatffar Ahmad.

The participants then
shared their experiences in a
closed-door session and came
up with some recommendations
to better governing sysiem in
their countries, facing common
problems.

Syed Naveed Qamar, Memn-
her ol Pakistan National As-
sembly, and Ravi Kathapalia,
vice-chairman, Consortium of
Financial Management for
Public System, Ilndia later dis-
closed the reconumendations to
the press. Key suggestions were
as follows:

1) Build up awareness among
the voters so thiat they can keep
their representatives in Par-
liament accountable to them,

2) Empower the Election
Commission, ensure a trans-
Farent electoral system and
imit election expenses and au-
dit those,

3) Take public opinion on
bills before their passage in

Parliament and empower the
people to challenge any law in
the court,

4] Democratise the political
parties from withir.

5) Make fund raising by po-
litical parties transparent,

b) Ensure effective role by
the MPs by educating them on
their due role,

71 Confine the role of MPs
within legislative business and
national issues and [ree them
from extra-parliamentary ac-
Livities,

8] Maintain election code of
conduct strictly,

9} Go for urgent reforms in
the administration to do away
with the colonial bureaucracy,

1)} Change the method of se-
lecting leadership in the politi-
cal parties,

1 1) Strengthen the local gov-
ernment bodies to help the Par-
liament play effective role,

12) Ensure effective role of
the judiciary,

13) Authorise the MPs to
deal with the day-to-day acts of
corruplion in the administra-
tion,

14) Introduce ‘Corruption
Control Communique’ an

15) Enact stringent laws to
stop defection of parties by
MPs.

In his paper. Robert Miller

See Page 12 Col 6

Nasim refutes
BBC report on
police rape of
British woman

Home Minister Mohamimad
Nasirn yesterday refuted a re-
cent BBC report on the rape of a
Eritish woman by police saying
it was an attempt to tarnish the
image ol Bangladesh, reports
UNB.

"It is mysterious (hat the re-
port was prepared and broad-
cast by BBC after one vear. It is
an atterupt to {arnish the image
of the government and the po-
lice,” said the Home Minister
talking to a group of newsmen
at his office yesterday.

He said the report was nei-
ther factual nor even-handed as
the agency did it unilaterally
without verifying with the au-
thorities concerned.

"The repert did not name the
British woman nor the oppres-
sors," he said. Even the British
High Commission in Dhaka did
not contact the authorilies be-
fore releasing the report to the
local press, he added.

Nasim denled receiving any

letter from the High Commis- .

sion aboul it. Even the former
Home Minister was not in-
formed about it, he said,.adding
that the normal diplomatic
procedure of informing the
Foreign Office was not followed
either.

He told a correspondent that
no step could be taken on the
basis of the BBC report.

The Home Minister said the
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'Ctg court bldg: Demolition

plan remains shelved

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, Mar 20: The
plan for demolition of the
worn-out Chittagong court
building and construction of a
new struciure has been shelved
for long at the ministry con-
cerned, sources said.

The building, built over one
hundred years ago atop the
Parir Pahar. was declared "con-

Suu Kyi's dying
husband seeks
Myanmar visa

YANGON, Mar 20: Myan-
mar's military government said
today it was "very sympathetic”
to a visa request from the dying
British husband of opposition
leader Aung San Suu Kyi. but it
lacked proper medical facilities
to accommodate his visit, re-
ports Reuters.

It said in a statement: "The
government of Myanmar re-
mains very sympathetic to the
request by Michael Aris, the
husband of Aung San Suu Kyi
for a visa to Myanmar.”

"‘Myanmar medical authori-
ties are concerned, however,
that Aris might not be able to
recelve proper medical care in
Myanmar, and that he might
put an undue burden on the
country's limited medical facil-
ities.”

demned and risky” 11 years ago.
the sources added.

The building houses not un}y
the judicial courts but also of-
fices of Chittagong Divisional
Commissioner and other ad-
ministrative heads here.

A Task Force formed two
years ago had also recom-
mended its demolition and
construction of a new one, but
there has been no progress in
this regard due to bureaucratic
tangles.

fficials of Public Works
Department (PWD) said they
hag submitted a project concept
paper [PCP} involving an ex-
penditure of Tk 43.13 crore to
the ministry with a suggestion
for its immediate auction for
demolition.

The auction process could
not be completed for lack nlj:-’\i’%
provai from the ministry,
sources said.

Meanwhile, officials, after a
meeting last week, sent a fresh
recommendation to the min-
istry suggesting dismantling of
the building at least part by
part, sources said.

Earlier, in the middle of last
year, the matter of dismantling
the worn-out court buil was
sericously talked about after a
sub-judge and some other per-
sons were injured with plasters
falling from the dilapidated
roofs.

Bangladesh t_a]_;e
on Zimbabwe
today

Host Bangladesh will take
on Zimbabwe in the third
match of the three-nation Meril
International Cricket tourna-
ment at the Bangabandhu Na-
tional Stadium, reports UNBE.

The 50-overs-a-side one-day
international (ODI} match be.
tween two u:ﬂuaj rivals will
start at 2 pm.today,

Bangladesh Television (BTV)
will telecast the mateh lve
while Bangladesh Betar will
broadeast running commen-

[ tary.

Zimbabwe skipper Alistair
Campbell told newsmen yester-
day they are confident of win-
ning the matech (with
Bangladesh). "We would like to
win the trophy winning all the
maiches," he said,

Bangladesh captain Aminul
Islam Bulbul said that "we will
always try our best and play a
positive game,™

Today's encourter will be the
third ODI match between the
Iwo teams since Bangladesh
earned the one-day status in
June 16, 1997.

Earlier, Zimbabwe met 1CC
champions Bangladesh twice in
tri-nation cricket tournament
involving Zimbabwe, Bangla-
desh and Kenya in Nairobi in
Octlober 1997 and won on both
OCCAaSsions. '

Khaleda says

AL MPs’ houses
now safe haven
for criminals

SATKHIRA, Mar 20: BNP
Chairperson and Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament
Khaleda Zia today blamed the

overnient for the worsening
aw and order situation in the
country saying "t is giving
shelter to criminals and terror-
ists.” reports UNB.

"Residences of ruling party
MPs have become safe shelters
for terrorists and criminals.”
she said addressing a public
meeting at Satkhira Govern-
ment Boys High Schoel grounds
in the aj{remnun. :

Khaleda said the waorld
community has also come to
know of the "terrorist activities
being carried out with the pa-
tronage of the ruling party."

Referring to the recent
xillings in Kushtia and Jessore,
the former Prime Minister held
the ruling party responsible for
the brutal incidents. *”I‘hv.-:ﬂgnv—
ernment is trying to conceal the
truth by arresting innocent ac-
tivists of the opposition and Is-
lamic forces,” she said.

She said democracy,
sovereignty and independence
of the country are not safe in
the hands of this government.

The opposition leader said
this government should not be
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Under-trial

prisoner dies
at DMCH

By Staff Correspondent

An under-trial prisoner of
Dhaka Central Jail died at
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal [DMCH] yesterday.

The dead was identified as
Masud, 30, son of Masum, a res-
ident of Titipara slum at Ka-
malapur in the city.

Masud was arrested by Gul-
shan police as an accused in a
theft case on January 3, this
year and later he was sent to
Dhaka Central Jail.

Masud was admitted to Jail
Hospital after he fell sick on
Thursday, As Masud's condi-
tion deteriorated, he was
shifted to DMCH where he died
at about 11.45 am yesterday.

The body was sent to DMCH
morgue for autopsy. An unnatu-
ral death case was filed with
Lalbagh thana.

Mujibur's death
Autopsy done in

presence of a

magistrate

By Staff Correspondent

Autopsy of Mujibur's body
was performed at the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
morgue on Thursday in the
presence of a magistrate.

Mujibur was allegedly

| drowned by police in a jheel in

the city’s Bashaboo area Sunday
afternoon and his body was
found fleoating in the jheel
Tuesday mnrnjn%.

However, Shabujbagh police
denied the allegation saying
that Mujibur could have been
drowned while trying to avold
arrest. '

5] Salam. the investigation
officer of the unnatural death
case, said lastnight that he
would get the autopsy report
within a week. _

Local people of Bashaboo
continued their protest for the
fourth day yesterday. They
brought out a procession in the
area and demanded proper in-
vestigation into the incident.

"Who will ensure the security
of common people if members
of the law enforcing agencies
themselves behave as muscle-
men of political leaders?” a
neighbour told The Daily Star,
preferring anonymity.



