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Fu back with
a bang

BEIJING, Mar 19: In a re-
markable comeback, Chinese
diver Fu Mingxia won her [irst
compeltition after two years in

Gi1bbs cracks another ton

SA poised for a big lead

Sporta

Symonds leads
" Queensland

fightback

"BRISBANE, Mar 19(Reu-
ters/Internet):A fighting cen-
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Life becomes a little

easier
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Fu, who won Olympic gold in
1992 and 1996, won the 3-metre
springboard title Wednesday at
a diving competition in south-

cket burst by Sha-
un Pollock and a
g : brilliant century
by Herschelle Gibbs put South
Africa in control of the third

— — e

players were clearly furious.
When he was finally bowled
by Shayne O'Connor for 40, he
stopped twice on his way to the
pavilion to demonstrate his

nings (overnight 211-6)

Horne ¢ Cullinan b Pollock 2
Young c Rhodes b Kallis 18
Twose ¢ Boucher b Elworthy 12

competitive total on the open-
ing day of the Sheffield Shield
cricket final against Western
Australia on Friday.

symonds blasted 113 at a

KINGSTON, Ja-
maica, Mar 19:
"Bob Marley's 'Re-
demption Song'

lacking for the last five or six
months in West Indies cricket.”

Bul Lara cautioned against
reading too much into the sud-

or Brian Lara

importantly, as ambassadors of
the West Indies, to go out there
and give of our best and repre-
sent them they way we should,"

rn China, qualifying for na- . _ . x _
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tional diving official.
"She was good," said Li. who

disinissed New Zealand for 222

the afternoon was Jacques

Vettori ¢ Kallis b Elworthy 4

their first innings with 265,

morning as the West Indies too

ing point for us, but now we've

cated it was all right with him.
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"She's wasn't as good as at
the Olympics," he said. But
"she's recovered well."

Fu led throughout the com-
petition, scoring 508 points in
the heats, 70 ahead of her near-

Gibbs, fresh from a career-
best unbeaten 211 in the second
Test, shared a run-a-minute
130-run unbroken stand with
Daryll Cullinan (56 not out) to
cane the stingless New Zealand

"The technology wasn't good
enough or clear enough for me
to make a decision. There was
doubt and that's the reason the

Extras: (1b-18, nb-3) 21
Total: {All out in 102.3 overs)222

Fall of wkts: 1-7: 2-32: 3-57:
4-58; 5-203; 6-207; 7-218: 8-219:

with the Bulls struggling at 76

for three after Stuart Law had
worn the toss and decided to bat
on a placid pitch,.

But with wickets continuing
to fall around him, Svmonds

Trophy.

The stunning victory in the
second Test, unimaginable at
Saturday's toss, was indeed sat-
isfying amends for the innings
loss on the same ground four

dominate the remainder of the
series.”

Lara more than any contem-
porary cricketer knows how

L 3"'?""'3'

among the runs, happﬁ to be in
a winning team and happy to
play that role,” he said.

"I'm looking forward to Bar-
bados {the third Test, March 26-
30) whatever the situation is."
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Diving officials, including
national coach Zhou Jihong,
sald Fu needed to work on her
entry into the water but were
otherwise positive about her
performance, the state-run
Xinhua News Agency reported
from Nanning.

"She has made an amazing
sp€edy recovery,” Xinhua
guoted diving judge Hu Demei
as saying.

Fu, 21, retired after winning
springboard and platform at
the 1996 Atlanta Olympics, the
first woman in 36 years to
sweep both titles. She enrolled
at university and, she said in an
interview last month, gained so
much weight "l didn't want to
put on a swimming costume.”

But she had second thoughts
last summer and, after two
years without a single dive, re-
sumed training. In last month's
interview, Fu said she is con-
sidering competing at the 2000
Olympies in Sydney, Australia,
but added that she first has to
completely recover her form.

Fu's longtime coach, Yu Fen,
was less circumspect, saying:
"Her goal, of course, is to pursue
Olympic gold."

Fu also won platform gold at
the Barcelona games in 1992,
aged just 13, If she competes in
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she would become the first diver
to win five Olympic golds.

~ 2002 Olympics
Mascot to be

ting themselves into a strong
osition after they had failed to
orce wins in Auckland and
Christchurch in the previous
two tests.

South Africa were "widely
criticised for their ultra-con-
servative approach in Auckland
and Christchurch, but scored
Friday at more than three runs
an overs.

The visitors are left with a
minimum of 270 overs over
three days take the series 1-0.

‘We will be looking at getting
at least 300 runs in front," vice-
captain Pollock said.

Pollock, whose father Peter
Pollock took 6-47 on the same
ground in 1963-64, said bowling
with the wind helped him a
great deal.

"It was good to have the wind
behind you. Normally Allan
(Donald] gets it, Also the bounce
on this pitch was good,"” he said,

Pollock said there has been a
few grounds that have been good
lo the Pollocks and Wellington
was "definitely" one of them.
“Irent Bridge is another place
where my uncle (Graeme) scored
a century and dad took five
wickets."

He also said that he didn't
know his dad had taken five
wirlets here before the test,

~u has helped me a lot in
my bowling in the past [five
years. He has passed a few good
tips to me."

Gibbs, 25, who took six and a
half hours for his 100 in
Christchurch, took four hours

South Africa's Herschelle
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Gibbs pulls one on way to

He eventually departed on
the final ball before tea after
scoring 96 runs in the session
when he edged Damien Martyn
to Tom Moody at first slip.

Martyn then cleaned up the
Queensland tail to finish with
figures of four for 30 while Jo
Angel, Tom Moody and Sean
Cary each took two wickets.

Western Australia lost two
early batsmen .in the final ner-
vous hour before stumps.

Michael Kasprowicz claimed
the scalps of Mike Hussey and
Ryan Campbell to leave the
Warriors floundering at 14-2
before Simon Katich and Mar-
lyn steered them through to 48-
2 by the close.

Gueensland need only a draw
to secure the Shield after fin-
ishing the regular season on top
of the ladder while Western :
Australia need an outright win |
Lo retain their crown.

IHF's new rule

BRUSSELS, Mar 19: The In-
ternational Hockey Federation
executive board revealed
Thursday they have approved
an experimental rule allowin
plavers to sirike the ball wit
the edge of the rounded side of
their sticks. reports AFP.

The executive board found
that playing the ball with the
back edge of the stick had be-
come increasingly popular —
and has proven to be quite
spectacular.”

The rule amendment was

sation for the anguish to which
Wesl Indies cricket has been so

- cruelly subjected through the

whitewash in South Africa and
the humiliation of the all-out
21 in Port-of-Spain. At last, we
could rejoice again,

No one should have been
more elated, or relieved, than
captain Brian Lara.

He had gone through hell in
South Africa, a route much of
his own making, and had re-
turmed home 1o an understand-
ably angry public and a dis-
trusting board,

His sense of responsibility
and commitment were ques-
tioned, and his leadership so
debated that had there been a
definite alternative he would
have been replaced as captain.
As it was, the board put him on
notice for two Tests.

After a famous triumph that
his own devastating batting had
inspired, Lara must have been
sorely tempted to thumb his
nose at all the Doubting
Thomases and gloat over the
achievement,

Instead, he spoke in mea-
sured terms to the media after
the-match.

He hailed the importance of
the result without going over-
board, placed his own innings
In its proper perspective witﬁ—
out a hint of boastfulness, re-
peatedly referred to the efforts
of the team, rather than any in-
dividuals, and admitted to re-
cent changes in his personality
and much publicised lifestyle.
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fickle the fates can be and is
taking nothing for granted.

"Australia are capable of
bhouncing back, theyve got a
great team and a team that is
accustomed to winning,” he
warned. "They're going to come
back even harder in the next
Test match.”

Lara's stirring batting omn
Sunday rendered the board's
still to be announced confirma-
tion of his retention as captain
redundant. Yet he would not be
drawn on the issue.

"There were criteria set out
by the board,” he noted, adding
in tongue-in-cheek paranthesis,
'l hope they were confidential”.

"I've tried to improve my
personality and my character,
and see how best | can satisfy
the West Indies Cricket Board
and its people because they are

it above his 277 at Sydney, also
against Australia, for personal
satisfaction.

Australia captain Steve
Waugh had earlier made much
the same assessment.

The British press, here in
full force in the expectation of
writing his obituary as West
Indies captain, typically over-
stated Lara's presence at a night
club until 1:30 am two nights
before the Test and his late ar-
rival at practice next morning
caused, as it turned out, by a
visit to the doctor to check on
his wrist injury. |

"Everybody has their weak-
nesses, but the main thing is
that I always learn," he said in
response to a question on such
reports,

"I don't just get demoralised.
I 'use them as a positive experi-
ence and just move on".

Asked how he has changed
since South Africa, Lara said he
could not pinpoint any one
area.

"It's a whole, all-round effort
not only by me but by every-
one,” he said.

“You've got to realise that no
one individual could be respon-
sible for something as disas-
trous as South Africa. I've
played a part, and I must hold
some sort of responsibility. But
I've improved as a person, even
outside of cricket, living my life
day — today, and that's most
important.”

"As you get older, you get
wiser, [ suppose.”
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The mascot is to be launched
during an evening community
celebration, with the count-
down starting at midnight,

1

ROME, Mar 19(

s '

uestion the training methods

ma have scores to settle

pertectly valid goal that ulti-

qualifiers

BONN, Mar 19 (Reuters/ In-
ternet}:; Germany head coach

favourites to win not only their
first trophy since the 1991 F.A.
Cup but also a place in next sea-
son's UEFA Cup.

Barring their way will be a

level after extra time.

Premier

While Spurs and Leicester
perform under Wembley's soon-
to-be-demolished Twin Towers

of the season but are now out of
the title race in fifth place, face
third-placed Chelsea at Villa
Park with the London side
looking for a victory against

Th:_: SLDC has bugigeted to get Reuters/Internet): that had brought Lippi's side matf-lg..,lsmpped RF*IHB pushing | grjch Ribbeck on Thursday Leicester side who won the on Sunday, league leaders John Gre ory's demoralised
?2 H‘llll_llﬂﬂ dgilars 1N revenue. | if [f Juventus are three league titles in two years, the lie into extra time. named the following 26-man League Cup in 1997, but whose Manchester United will be pur- men who have lost five and
rom license -

products, a big
chunk of which are clothes,
trinkets, pins and toys bearing
the image of the mascot.

The announcement came
during a press conference when
Romney returned from Lau-
sanne, Switzerland, where he
met Tuesday with leaders of the
International Olympic Com-
mittee dealing with the worst
corruption crisis in Olympic
history.

The 10C voled to oust six
members who accepted hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars in
gifts, cash and freebies from the
Salt Lake bid committee. Four |
members . ‘signed earlier in the
scandal,

Romney said he didn't "blurt
out the truth" that the SLOC
nlans to cut back on what it
spends to host the 10C in 2002.
"They're going to find out we can

traditionally
known as 'La
: Vecchia Signora'
of Italian soccer, then AS Roma
have always been Serie A's ir-
reverent schoolboys, constantly
pulling at the "Old Lady's"
skirts.

Ever since the 1930s when
Juventus became the first team
to win in Roma's historic Tes-
taccio stadium, the Turin side
have been public enemy number
one in the Italian Capital.

Arguments still rage about
Ramon Turone's disallowed
goal against Juventus in 1981.
The match, the third last of the
season, finished scoreless with
Juve ﬁnin g on to narrowly take
the title from Roma.

So when Roma visit their old
rivals for Sunday's showdown
at the Delle Alpi, they will not
be surprised to find themselves

As a result of Zeman's com-
ments, Juventus were largeied
by a magisirate investigaling
the alleged use of illegal sub-
stances by Serie A clubs.

The Turin side's anger was
apparent last November when,

ter a 2-0 defeat at the Olympic
stadium, defender Ciro Ferrara
swore al Zeman.

At the time, Roma were chal-
lenging for the Serie A leader-
ship bul the tables have turned
over the past four months.

Tuesday's 2-1 home defeat to
Atletico made a mockery of
Zeman's latest anti-dJuventus
claim that Italian referees are
making his team pay for the
fumments about Lippi's Juven-
us.

Against Atletico, it was a
neutral Dutch referee's decision
to disallow what looked like 3

50 while Juventus fans, who
initially protested against An-
celotti's appointment, will be
silent on Sunday, Roma sup-
porters are calling for the heads
of both Zeman and club presi-
dent Franco Sensi.

Sensi, alone among the pres-
idents of Serie A's richest clubs,
has yel to win a trophy in his

. 8iX years at Roma.

Sunday will be Roma's first
return to the Delle Alpi since a
refereeing decision denied the
visitors a penalty in a 2-1 defeat
last season.

At the time, Roma's irrever-
ent fans nodded their heads in
agreement when Zeman
claimed that "it's not enough to
play well to win at Turin".

After Atletico, however, that
excuse is starting to run thin —
even against Juventus,

squad for two Euro 2000 group
three qualiliers against North-
ern Ireland on March 27 in
Belfast and Finland on March
31 in Nuremberg:

Goalkeepers: Oliver Kahn,
Jens Lehmann

Defenders: Markus Babbel,
Lothar Matthaeus, Jens Nowot-
ny. Markoe Rehmer, Christian
Woerns

Midfielders: Michael Bal-
lack, Stefan Beinlich, Dietmar
Hamann, Joerg Heinrich, Jens
Jeremies, Andreas Moeller,
Christian Nerlinger, Carsten
Ramelow, Marco Reich, Lars
Ricken, Thomas Strunz,
Michael Tarnat

Forwards: Oliver Bierhoff.
Marco Bode, Carsten Jancker,
Ulf Kirsten, Oliver Neuville,
Michael Preetz, Alexander
Zickler

form has nosedived since the
turn of the year with only two
wins in their last 11 league and
cup matches.

Spurs, in contrast, have lost
just once in 19 league and cup

ames and are still on course
or an F.A. Cup-League Cup dou-
ble after reaching the semifi-
nals of the F.A. Cup on Tuesday
with a 1-0 win at first division
Barnsley.

Their winner came when
Frenchman David Ginola, a
leading candidate to be named
England's Footballer of the
Year this season, scored with a
dazzling solo effort and could
well tip the balance Spurs' way
in Wembley's wide open spaces.

Leicester though will be no
pushovers and their older sup-
porters, at least, will be looking
to avenge their defeat to Spurs
in the 1961 F.A, Cup Final

suing points in their bid to win
the title.

United, fresh [rom their ag-
gregate victory over Inter Milan
in the quarter-finals of the Eu-
ropean Cup on Wednesday, play
Everton at Old Trafford and
will be looking to extend their
unbeaten run tg 19 matches
against an erratic Everton team
flirting with relegation.

United survived tremendous
pressure to force a 1-1 draw at
Inter Milan on Wednesday and
it is almost inconceivable that
they could lose at home to Ever-
ton after achieving a result like

that.
Arsenal, who are second,

could close the gap on United to
one point, for 24 hours at least,
if they beat relegation-threat-
ened Coventry City at Highbury
on Saturday.

Arsenal are unbeaten in 16

drawn one of their last six
league games.

Leeds, who have moved into
fourth place, will be looking for
their fourth successive league
win at home to Derby.

Gotham Cup
July 23-25

SECAUCUS, New Jersey,
Mar 19: European soccer powers
Ajax of the Netherlands, Ben-
fica of Portugal and Panathi-
nakos of Greece will compete in
the inaugural Gotham Cup at
Giants Stadium on July 23 and
25, MetroStars officials said
Thursday, reports Reuters.

A fourth club will be added

be frugal and still hospitable." looking up to the Italian cham- ' which enabled the North Lon- matches and are showing ex- . for the event, which will award
What he did cover was the pions, don club to become the first this actly the form that brought a trophy in a total points tour-
urgent need for the 10C, work- -On Wednesday, midfielder century to win the English Cup  them the double last season. namernt.
ing ?&e?ﬁaﬁﬁgi to ;}gn upa | Luigi Di Biagio admitted that : S e ==
€ sponsor to ma's n i1 i 2 3 WM 5 ® [7 8 10 N
work “Eth Sema. the Eu:!:npean ﬁg afteie:ﬁumniﬁjﬂﬁg; f?ﬁ{: CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer F
FonSOTUm managing informa- | UEFA Cup by Atletico Madrid. i :  square B W e
tl{.)l] technolo or the ZGDE A few hﬂ'lfl".:'i later, Juventus AGHDEE etk Ewnmj' 22 Prohibit
Winter Games, Romney said, : ” 1 Decline 38 Pool-hall ‘ 15 3
ey sa secured their fourth consecutive 5 Ske- need 3 Campaign 23 TV reve-
in ﬁeﬁfmﬁgﬁiﬁﬂtﬁcgfﬁg Ch?-,mpm? S ke semiingl daddled 41 Toothpaste promises? nue source x 0
wit - ' >
_ can make cutbacks in its 1.5 | against Dlﬁmgﬂi‘;m Athcns 8 Dines o, ACeps: 24 Nolspat y ”
‘IJ.IIIEDI] dollar budget and asked Under new manager Carlo rt;r'gp 45 1g-nmwrﬁ;1 naies outcry
for prompt, thorough reform | Ancelotti. Juventis have 13 5 songfor S5Where 26 Char al o o e o
that will satisfy sponsors skit- S ed off a mid-season crisis 14 sgmmh the Kinks Joan of variety
tish about the value of the scan- | and the departure of coach Mar- treat? 46 It's under Arcwas 27 Compass - w -
dal-tarnished Olympic rings. | cello Lippi to remain unbeaten 15 *Games a setting sentenced  pt.
The SLOC needs to raise 2 in seven matches.They are now People 48 Typical 6 Ostenta- 28 Scandina- A i
million dollars more from back in the top five, two points Play” DeMille tious vian rug 3% 7
sponsors to finance its budget. ahead of seventh-placed Roma. singer movie 7 Ultimate s
Romney lauded the reforms "It has to be recognised that 17 Jamaican 49 Hindrance 8 Cartman's 29 Blue 38 139 |40 a1 42 [43
approved by the IOC on Thurs- | the force of Juventus has solid tangelo 50 Barrett hometown 31 Whatever
day _ a change in the selection roots," wrote Gazzetta dello 18 Office- or Jaffe 9 Incite number 45 48
Peomess for the 2006 Winter | Sport on Friday. holders 51 Teensy bit 10 Soccer 34 Ararat
rames and special commis- “The character of the squad 19 Crucial 52 Centainly vessel .
Elﬂn_ﬂtlg p?g{:cf mﬁ. ﬂm_ has never Ehanged a:nd‘ in diﬂ"_ Eu' Hmmﬂ 53 NESt itEI'I"IE 11 Eﬂl‘th 35 Pnﬂt" L
fotm the e s cult moments, that counts for il IO Sl i FI T
hﬂpgs ml-slﬂe m?TSl' "M ni more than pure skill. 21 Bad review 1 Japan's 20 Pianist at application 8 S —od]
i a GPL 65 Look at Inter Milan. 22 Scroogean  highest Rick's 37 "Crazy '
does IIDI‘, matter as much as ‘I knew what I would find cry peak 21 *Monopoly” Jane" poet CRYPTOQUIP
sponsors’ and the public's. al here: great players and a great 23 Comered  ggjytion time: 27 ming. 38 Skelton's |
Romney predicted Htah | o weaid Andelott. far whons 26 Molly- ' Kadidde- KDZ)J BECD)] OTP GZBS
companies that "believe we've the prospect of reauhing this F1 coddles  |CIM[! TIA| % IIE A E ﬂ
tﬂI“mEd the comer,” will bethe. | rapean Cup final n Buresloog 30 “Let's Make [o1nic e IRUIKIERNALSIAIX Hm MTBS CENV KDT JNPVO
"o S up @2 new Sponsors. | in May rekindies memories of o L TICICAVENNN  rbosman
ng the same trophy there choice OlWIL R PIRIEIS|TIO ?
SLOC resigned in January, and. || with AC Milan a decade ago 31 Melody  [BjA[LIF[OJU[RIMEIM[TIR[S|  ground e SLIEGC WEGZDg
the former president who had "Buit lefa hot forcet Tioni 32 Novelist [O[LIAIFERG/UIMIME[LIAIL| 41 Merriment ~_ Yesterday's Cryptoquip: THERE ONCE WAS THI
led the bid committee was Thia JUVEhbis W Em% : ppi. Seton wio|R|M/SIIGIEIR|AILIDIO]| 42 Urban palit COMICAL CHICKEN FARMER WHO WAS FULL OF
stripped of his pension. In  his creation " ﬂncelutum'snmmrll:s 33 Washing- (SITAIYIEIDERGIA I._ 43 Granta _ FUNNY YOLKS.
Fehmar}r. the committee hired 'ute to his -l'Ed 3 i Cﬂ?. BIAIWIL O[M[A[N Eumﬂdﬂ’d “Today’ . = =i ; .h_{_
B predecessor poured A Al IOEENI 1 IN[O ay’s Cryptoquip clue: B equals :
Romney and restructured to ex-| || = % it Roma's county or [S{AVIA A, sentence? - oottt s bt el oher o which e
pand community representa- Lagt aunyiniee o hugd 8, K| river € F11ICRRRIALE gEEC n:_ 44 Anagram The Cryptoquip Is a substitution cipher in w 'f O it
tion and endorsed policies for Zeman became the Ei{;tﬁst '-;-II:'-'- - ) 35 Tire pattem WIEIAIK -F RlY AlX for "sate” letter stands for another. If you thinl;;:haf J: ':;:lua sihu::rt
more open records, meetings long line of Romanisti to pr; | Seuth African Shaun Pollock makes an appeal during the third Test against New Zealand 36 Snoop  Yesterday's answer 46 Thickness """'“:d *”‘:l'~‘“ld"':l th:E“E‘.m“t ;h: P"‘:'sz‘henﬁvi Eu:[:iuﬂ to
and ethics. ¢ voke Juve's ire when he dared tﬂ.|| at the Basin Reserve yesterday. ' — AFP photo ! 37 Runup the B e 47 Previousto  WOTds and words using an apostrophe give y

= TR — locating vowels. Solution is by trial and error.



