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FRANKFURT, Mar 16: Ger-
man club bosses have blasted
FIFA plans to reduce domestic

soccer leagues to create space

for more competitions, includ-

ing a World Championship for

clubs, reports AP.

SEP[E Blatter, president of

FIFA, the world ﬁuvermﬂg body
of soccer, revealed the plans

Friday, as part of a drive to re-

form soccer's calendar.

"If FIFA produces new deci-
sions every four weeks, the
questions arises, "Do we need
FIFA any more,” said Gerd
Niebaum, president of Borussia
Dortmund, the Champions' Cup
winner in 1997,

"They are making too many
regulations,”" Niebaum was
quoted as saying in the maga-
zine Kicker on Monday.

"FIFA officials can decide
what they want, but not for Eu-
rope. For us, UEFA is more im-
portant than FIFA," Niebaum
said, referring to the European
governing body of soccer.

Rudi Assauer, the manager
of Schalke, said over the week-
end the Europeans should even
consider pulling out of FIFA if
the world body keeps making
decisions about their interests.

Assauer said it wasn't FIFA's
business to meddle in national
leagues.

Blatter said that beginnin
in 2005, competition woul
generally follow that of the cal-
endar year. with events starting
in February and finishing by
the end of November.

That would cause a radical
change for Europe, which begin
its league and cup competitions
in July-August and conclude in
May.

Domestic leagues, which in-
clude as many as 20 clubs in
England and Spain, would be
reduced to 16 teams each. Ger-
many and most other major
European soccer nations have
18 teams in the First Division.

The new harmonized calen-
- dar would open up the way for
Blatter's stated intention to
hold the World Cup ever two
yvears instead of every four at
present.

Reiner Calmund. manager of
Bayer Leverkusen, said the
plans were "not only unaccept-
able but also not serious."

"They have to be criticised
sharply,” he said.

"Decisions that concern na-
tional federations and espe-
cially clubs cannot be simply
accepted. The last word has not
be spoken on this topic,” Cal-
mund said.

Franz Beckenbauer, the in-
fluential chairman of Bayern
Munich, was more conciliatory,
saying the Bundesliga itself
once had been planning to re-
duce the competition to 16
teams. The plan was shelved
after German unification.

Kicker, in a commentary,
said the World Championship
for clubs would only serve the
purpose of increasing FIFA's
income. £

"I it really happens. sbccer
will be finally reduced to noth-
ing mare than show business,"
Kicker said.

A trial World Championship
for clubs that in principle
should bring together continen-
tal champions will be held next
January, probably in Brazil.

"We will make a trial but I
doubt that there will be further
tournaments,” Lennart Johans-
son, president of UEFA, said
last week.

Euro 2000 qualifiers
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ROME, Mar 16

**i (Reuters/ Inter-
*» net): Seldom can
LR, so0 much have be-

CHAMPIONSen expected of one

LEAGUE  footballer than on
Wednesday, when Ronaldo's
faltering Inter Milan side take
on Manchester United in the
quarter-finals of the European

Inter enter the c¢lash
deficil, mediocre league form
and dissent in their ranks.

They were outplayed by the
English league leaders at Old
Trafford two weeks ago and
have done nothing in the Ital-
ian championship to suggest
they can turn the tie around.

But on Wednesday night at
the San Siro, for only the sec-
ond time in 13 matches, Inter
will have Ronaldo -- and possi-
bly God -- on their side.

The Brazilian travelled to
Rome for a ceremony at the Vat-
ican nine days ago, sparking
rumours he had sought a pri-
vate audience with the Pope to
cure his long-term knee in-
juries.

The rumours proved un-
founded but nevertheless, a
week later, the committed Ro-
man Catholic and former World
Footballer of the Year was back
in action in the Milan derby.

He played adequately but not
spectacularly and came off at
halftime as a precaution.

He then suffered head pains
during Sunday night, prompt-
“ng Inter to-whisk a doctor to
his bedside. By Monday the
Brazilian said he was better and
he is expected to play most if
not all of his side's biggest
match of the season.

‘I'm not at 100 percent and
everyone knows it but I'm get-
ting better and I'm feeling good,"”
Ronaldo told reporters at the
weekend, "I don't know how
many minutes ['ll play on
Wednesday but I'll give my all.
This is the match of the vear."

Ronaldo will almost cer-
tainly start in a three-pronged

labouring under a 2-0 first leg

attack alongside Roberto Baggio
and Chile's [van Zamorano.

Baggio is back in the starting
line-up in place of Youri
Djorkaeff, who was whistled
and jeered by Inter fans in Sat-
urday's 2-2 draw with AC Mi-
lan.

Inter's only absentees are
Brazilian midfielder Ze Elias,
who has a twisted knee, and,
more importantly, Portugal's
Paulo Sousa, who has been
dropped for dissent.

"We're lacking a game plan,”
the midfielder said after being
substituted in Saturday's derby.

RONALDO

"It's not enough to send 11 play-
ers on to the pitch and say to
themi: 'play’. No one knows what
the others are doing." -

Romanian -coach Mircea
~ucescu responded by axin
“aulo Sousa from his initia
20-man squad.

United, installed as 9-4
favourites after their first leg
victory, say they can cope with
Ronaldo's explosive talent.

"I've faced him twice before --
once when | marked him durin

the Tournoi de France -- arlil
he's a very good plaver." de-

fender Gary Neville said.
"He's quick and wzl?' skilful.
But apart from myseli we also

eyes on Inter's Ronaldo

have three olher defenders who
have seen what he can do and
are in form themselves at the
momeint.

United will exploit any
lapses of discipline in Inter's
ranks and their wily coach Alex
Ferguson has rone his best to
goad Inter on the eve of the
match.

"There will be a lot of schem-
ing, diving and referee-baiting
from Inter. I think the Italians
will go through their whole
repertoire,” Ferguson said after
his side's 2-1. away win over
Newcastle at the weekend.

"The message we'll put across

is that our players can't let

themselves down. It's a test of
temperament but ability will
have a lot to do with it too and
they have the ability."

United will inevitably con-
centrate on defence first and at-
tack second but are quite capa-
ble of handing Inter their first
home defeat in 36 years of Eu-
ropean Cup football while
claiming their first Italian
scalp of their long European
history.

United's biggest injury worry
is goalkeeper Peter Schmeichel,
who went off with flu at half-
time at Newcastle.

But the big Dane is expected
to last the distance to form
United last line of defence
against Inter's would-be
Brazilian saviour.

BWDB athletics

The two-day 22nd inter-of-
fice annual athletics meet of
Bangladesh Water Development
Board (BWDB) will begin at the
Mohammadpur hysical
Training College ground at 9 am
on Friday, says a press release.

Water Resources Minister
Abdur Razzaq will inaugurate
the event as the chief guest,

A total of 800 athletes from
44 offices of BWDB will take
part.

Swedish roster
for Poland,
Luxembourg

STOCKHOLM, Mar 16: Swe-
den coach Tommy Soderberg on
Monday named an experienced
squad for the Euro 2000 quali-
fying matches against Luxem-
bourg on March 27 and Poland
on March 31, reports Reuters.

Soderberg has ruled out any
experiments, choosing 18 over-
seas-based players in the 20-
man squad. However, there is
no room for Newcastle's An-
dreas Andersson, who scored
against England in September,
or Anderlecht's Par Zetterberg.

Prolific Celtic striker Hen-
rik Larsson and veteran Kennet
Andersson of Bologna are the
likely strike duo.

SQUAD

GOALKEEPERS: Magnus
Hedman (Coventry City), Mag-
nus Khilstedt (Brann).

DEFENDERS: Patrik An-
dersson (Borussia Moenchen-

ladbach), Joachim Bjorklund
alencia), Pontus Kamark
(Leicester City), Teddy Lucic
%n!ug:la]b E%nland Nilsson
oventry City), G Sundgren
(Real Zaragoza). il ™

MIDFIELDERS: Niclas Ale-
xandersson (Sheffield Wednes-
day), Daniel Andersson (Bari),
Jesper Blomgqvist (Manchester
United), Fredrik Ljungberg
(Arsenal), Hakan Mild (Go-
thenburg), Johan Majallby

(Celtic), = Stefans Schwarz
[Valencia), Magnius Svensson
(Viking).

ST RS: Henrik Larsson
(Celtic), Kennet Andersson
(Bologna)., Mattias Jonsson

(Helsingborg). Jorgen Petters-
son (Borussia Moenchenglad-
bachy). i

Nat'l athletic
from tomorrow

The three-day long Hosaf
Metre 25th national athletics
championship wiil begin on
Thursday at the Mirpur Sher-e-,
Bangla National Stadium, re-
ports UNB.

State Minister for Youth,
Sports and Cultural Affairs
Obaidul Quader will inaugurate
the meet at 9 am.

Some 300 athletes represent-
ing 20 teams from across the
country, will take part in 35
events — 22 for men and 13 for
woImen. :

Hosaf Metre, the sponsors of
the competition, gave Tk 3 lakh
to Bangladesh Amateur Athlet-
ics Federation (BAAF) for th
meet, s

ATHENS, Mar 16
{Reuters/ Inter-
net): Juventus may
be returning to
lorm but they mu-
sl overcome Greek
passion when they clash with
Olympiakos in their European
Cup quarter-final second leg at
the Olympic Stadium on
Wednesday.

"There will be 75,000 roaring
fans at the stadium backing our
players. This is our chance to
make history and we won't let it
slip away," a club official said.

A Greek penalty deep into in-
jury time in the first leg in
Turin left Juventus wlt% a

J uve must beat Greek passion

shak
Greek hopes of reaching
semifinals for the first time.

Olympiakos go into the
match fresh from a 1-0 win on
Saturday over Proodeftiki
which kept them top of the
Greek standings. four points
clear of AEK Athens.

‘Juventus is a great elub but
they will be up against a strong
Olympiakos. "If we lose we go
out gracefully. If they lose, they

2-1 win and re-kindled
the

- lose everything."

Juventus has surged from
ninth to fifth-place in the Ital-
lan standings under new coach
Carlo Ancelotti and hope to
salvage a disappointing season

| would do so at their own risk.

WATCH DOG: Anyone who decided to create trouble
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by reaching the European Cup
final for the fourth successive
season following their win in
1996 and defeats in 1997 and
1998.

Italy striker Filippo Inzaghi,
who scored in Juve's 2-1 first leg
win, said he expected an epic
battle in Athens.

"It's going to be tough, we all
know that, because the Greek
teams really get pumped up in
front of their own fans," said
Inzaghi, who hit a hat-trick in
last season's second leg quarter-
final at Dynamo Kiev.

"But as far as [ know, the
fans have never scored a goal.”
he added.

Bayevic has assigned the at-
tacking job to talented mid-
fielders Predrag Dilurdjevic,
Stelios Yannakopoulos, Grig-
oris Georgatos and striker
Sinica Gogic.

Yannakopoulos scored twice
in a friendly with Croatia last
Wednesday.

One problem for the Greeks
is the sprained right hand of
Enalke: er Dimitris Eleft-

eropoulos, with a series of fine
saves in Turin. He was cted
to play with the help of pain
killers. They will also defi-
nitely be without striker Ilija
lvic who has a leg injury.

Ancelotti, without injured
Alessandro Del Piero for the
rest of the season. said he was
still unsure whether to pair In-
zaghi with Argentine Juan Es-
naider, Uruguayan Daniel Fon-
seca or Nicola S0,

But he added that world
footballer of the year Zinedine
Zidane of France had recovered
[rom an ankle injury and would
s.ti.u't.1 -

Italy goalkeeper ﬂrﬁelu Pe-
ruzzi ang U ayan defender
Paolo Montero will have to pass
fitness tests on Wednesday with
Michelangelo Rams)ulla and
Alessandro Birindelli ready to
step in for them.

Ancelotti, who has led Juve
to five wins and a draw since
taking over for Marcello Lippi,
sald he expected a different
Olympiakos from the first leg.

"They'll have to attack this
time since they must score --
they can't just focus on break-
ing our game down at midfield
like last time," he said.

"But we must not think about
Ezntﬂcting our lead, that would

a fatal error. We are the bet-
ter team and must take control
of the match without making
any silly calculations," he

| added.

Spurs plan
to pair with
Nantes

LONDON, Mar 16 (Reuters/
Internet): Tottenham Hotspur
are set to borrow an idea which
has recently proved so success-
ful for their arch-rivals Arse-
nal, by linking up with a
French club to nurture young
talent.

Tottenham, who have been
revitalised in the last six mon-
ths since appointing Geoaige
Graham as manager, do not
intend replacing him with a
French manager.

But they are investigating a
link-up with French first djvi-

-sion club Nantes in an attempt

to increase their pool of young
talent, the London Evening
Standard reported on Tuesday.

If it happened the potential
partnership would be similar to
the agreement reached between
Arsenal and St Etienne last
year in which Arsenal can ob-
tain talented French youngsters
and also give their players ex-
perience in the French league,

Manchester United have a
similar agreement with
Antwerp in Belgium.

Existing rules prevent Spurs
linking with another club in
Britain but they are permitted
to have a loan agreement and
financial links with European
clubs.

Tottenham's Director of
Football David Pleat said: "We
are continuing to monitor that
sifuiiation where we can arrange
an involvement with a clu
from abroad.

"Manchester United have
close links with Royal Antwerp
in Belgium and have three play-
ers on loan at that club. Arsenal
have a similar agreement with
St Etienne, and in the past
week, we have been in France to
look at a situation there.”

Nantes, who are currently
sixth in the French first divi-
sion have won the French title
six times, and have old ties with
Spurs who beat them 1-0 on ag-
gegate on their way to winning

e UEFA Cup in 1972.

Tottenham face Barnsley in-

an FA Cup quarter-final on
Tuesday night with a semifinal
place against Newcastle at
stake. They also play Leicester
City in the League Cup Final at
Wembley on Sunday.

Stade de France

makes overtures
to the PSG

PARIS, Mar 16 (Reuters/ In-
ternet]: The Stade de France --
rejected as a permanent home
by Paris St Germain last year --
is proposing the ailing French
side play key games there in
their battle to avoid relegation.

"We're ready to welcome PSG
for the last part of the season
because they absolutely must
save their place in division
one,” Gaetan Desruelles, the
stadium's manager, was quoted
as saying in France Football.

P5G are currendy 12th in

the first divisiepe five points

above the relegation zone with
eight games to go and have just
appointed their third coach of
Lhe season, Philippe Bergeroo,
following the departure of Artur
Jorge.

Desruelles said that PSG
needed strong support in their
remaining matches which in-
clude the visits to Paris of title
contenders Olympique Mar-
seille and Girondins Bordeaux
for their last two home games
in May.,

The Stade, venue of France's
1998 World Cup final victory
over Brazil, holds 80.000 as op-
posed Lo PSG's 48,500-capacity
Parc des Princes.

Desruelles hopes, too. that if
PSG take up the offer they
might reconsider their decision
to stay at the Parc.

They were invited to become
the Stade's resident club from
this season but turmed down the
idea to stay at the Parc.

Last wcek. little Parsisian
club Red Star, who normally at-
tract crowds of around 5,000,
broke the record for a French
second division crowd by draw-
ing 45,000 spectators against
promotion candidates St Eti-
enne in a one-off home match
at the Stade.

"PSG have never lost at the
Stade," Desruelles observed.

PSG won both the French
Cup and League Cup finals at the
Stade last season.

Clifford to run
for BCCSL

presidency

COLOMBO, Mar 16: Clifford
Ratwatte, an uncle of the Sri
Lankan president, said Tuesday
he would contest the election
for the president of the cricket's
governing body in the island
nation, reports AP.

But that has started a con-
troversy since Ratwatte has
been exempted from a rule bar-
ring those who had not played
top level cricket from contest-
ing elections for the Board of
Control for Cricket in Sri
Lanka (BCCSL) positions. The
rule was waived by Sports Min-
ister S B Dissaanayake.

"If elected president. I will
take steps to remove that absurd
requirement.” he told reporters
in Colombo, the Sri Lankan
capital. He will be challenging
Thilanga Sumathipala, the
board president, in elections
scheduled for March 28,

"President (Kumaratunga)
came to know about my deci-
sion to contest only when 1 told
her this morning," Ratwatte
said, denying media reports
that he was using political con-
nections to promote his candi-.
dature.

"Players should not get in-
volved in administration be-
cause it adversely affect their
game," he said.

He attributed Sri Lanka's
dismal performances in recent
Test and one-day matches to
"bad man ent.”

"We have good talented play-
ers and what they need is
guidance,” Ratwatte said.
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players in Mexico City on March 15.

eration Army pose for a team
st former Mexican First Division
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KAISERSLAUTER
N, Germany, Mar
16 (Reuters/ Inter-
net): Kaiserslau-
tern have a 2-0
deficit from the

Ry

first leg and their chances of

reaching the European Cup
semifinals look slim but they
know that when Bayern Muni-
ch come to their Betzenberg
stadium,. miracles can happen.

The Bayern players are tired
of hearing the story of a Bun-
desliga match back in 1973
when the mighty Bavarians,
then led by Franz Beckenbauer,
were leading 4-1 after just 30
minutes of their game in the
Red Devils' den.

Kaiserslautern bounced back
to win 7-4 and that mernorable
match will certainly inspire the
German champions as they en-
tertain Bayern on Wednesday in
the second leg of their all-Ger-
man quarter-final.

'If we open the scoring, it
will be hell for Bayern," pre-
dicted Kaiserslautern chairman
Juergen Friedrich, aware that
his side's 40,000 passionate
fans will play a key role,

They will wave their red
banners, beat their drums and
shout "Fight, Lautern, Fight". as
they always do, and the Betzen-
berg will once again live up to
its reputation as the most in-
timidating arena in Germany.

The soccer team are the only
pride of this dgreyish southwest-
ern town and nothing is sweeter
than victory over prestigious

Turning to
WE

history for inspiration

Bayern. \

"We have a social duty here.”
said Kaiserslautern coach Otto
Rehhagel, who may have a sur-
prise for his former club.

His surprise has a black
moustache, curly hair and
scores plenty of goals.

Germany striker Olaf Mars-
chall, recovering from a knee
injury, will probably not start
the match but Rehhagel hinted
he could come on a substitute.

Bayern suffered a heavy
blow just before their trip to
Kaiserslautern when Brazilian
Elber tore ligaments in his left
knee in their 2-0 win at Ham-
burg SV on Saturday,

The league's joint top scorer
will be out of action for the re-
mainder of the season.

"Elber is a super player but
we have others,” said Bayern
midfielder Mario Basler.

"This is FC Bayern, not FC
Elber. I believe we can be just as
strong without him."

Coach Ottmar Hitzfeld, who
is expected to pair Bosnian
Hasan Salihamidzic with
Carsten Jancker up front, could
also be without midfielder
Thomas Strunz, hampered by a
sore stomach muscle.

Rehhagel, too, has his wor-
ries. Danish defender Michael
Schjoenberg is still nursing a
nasty leg fracture and Egyptian
defender Hany Ramzy iIs sus-
pended after being sent off in
the first leg.

The favourites will natu-

rally be Bayern, in a class of
Lheir own this season as they
are 14 points clear ol second-
placed Kaiserslautern in the
German first division stand-
ings.

The Munich club crushed
Kaiserslautern 4-0 in the previ-
ous league meeting between the
two clubs last October in the
Bavarian capital.

But Kaiserslautern beat Bay-
ern twice on their way to the ti-
tle last season, not to mention
what happened in 1973.

Bayern manager Uli Hoeness
sounded confident.

"This is the best team we've
had in over 20 years and I do
believe we can win everything.,”
he said, referring to Bayern's
dream of becoming the first
German side to win the league
litle, the domestic Cup and the
European Cup in one season.

But before doing that, his
men must surviye Betzenberg.

TEAMS

Kaiserslautern: Andreas
Reinke, Ciriaco Sforza, Janos
Hrutka, Hanév Koch, Ratinho,
Thomas Riedl, Michael Bal-
lack, Martin Wagner, Marco Re-
ich, Uwe Roesler and Juergen
Rische.

Bayern Munich: Oliver
Kahn. Lothar Matthaeus, Mark-
us bBabbel, Thomas Linke,
Thomas Strunz. Bixente Lizar-
azu, Jens Jeremies, Stefan

Effenberg, Mario Basler,
Carsten Jancker and Hasan
Salihamidzic.

(GENEVA. Mar 16:
The UEFA Task
Force 2000, formed
to fight off the

threat of a propo-

sed breakaway 'Su-
per League'. met for the sixth
and final time on Monday,
having finished drawing up the
[ramework for a revamped
Champions' League, reports
Reuters.

The Task Force, made up of
high ranking UEFA officials
and representatives from Eu-
rope’'s top clubs, will now sub-
mit their proposals to the UEFA
executive committee for ap-
proval at meetings in Tel Aviv
on April 22-23.

"We reached the objectives
we set for ourselves, which was
lo work with the clubs and the
leagues," said UEFA general
secrelary Gerhard Aigner. "The
fine tuning and regulations
have to be approved at the end
of the week by the club commit-
Lee.

"Then it all goes to the execu-
live committee in April and
that's it."

Monday's subdued meeting
capped six months of tense ne-
gotiations and brinkmanship,
as UEFA and Media Partners
waged a high stakes battle for
the control of European soccer.

UEFA successfully fought off
the Media Partners' threat, but
in dninﬁ so was forced to change
the look of the game, expanding
the Champions' League and
merginé the Cup Winners' Cup
and UEFA Cup into a single
competition.

European soccer's governing
body was also forced to up the
ante, promising clubs 800 mil-
lion Swiss francs (547.6 mil-
lion dollars) in prize money

and a greater say in how it will
be distributed.

Aigner confirmed on Mon-
day that UEFA was well on the
way to reaching the target hav-
ing negotiated television deals
with five of its six biggest mar-
kets, England, Spain, Italy,
France and the Netherlands,

Even though a deal for the
lucrative German television
rights has yet to be worked out,
Aigner said UEFA had already
reached 75 per cent of its goal.

"We have 12 contracts so far
and have reached 75 per cent of
our target and are confident we
will reach our goal," said
Aigner. "We have no doubt we
will reach the 800 million tar-

Nesta [Lazio’s
until 2004

ROME, Mar 16 (Reuters/ Jii-
ternet): Italy defender Alessan-
dro Nesta has pledged himsell
to Seric A leaders Lazio [or an-
other iive years, the club said
on Tuesday.

Nesta, a Rome-born product
of the Lazio youth side who has
captained them since returning
from a ligament injury picked
up at the World Cup, renewed
his current contact until 2004.

Lazi® said in a statement the
deal meant that virtually all
their leading players had now
agreed deals binding them to
the club for the foreseeable fu-
ture,

“[This will) aveid any possi-
ble effects of the Bosman ruling
on :he first team squad,” they
said.

LA

Alter having engaged in
months of often heated and hit-
ler debate over a wide range of
issues, a relaxed and smiling
Aigner said Monday's meeting
dealt mostly with "minor tech-
nical matters”, such as how
many glaéyers each club will be
allowed, 25 or more.

The task force also discussed
whether a player will be sus-
pended after two or three yellow
cards.

The club committee will re-
view both subjects at nieetings
on Friday.

Meanwhile reports from
Brussels say, Media Partners,
the marketing company behind
the proposed breakaway Euro-
pean Super League, is still keen
to go ahead with its plans even
though the clubs have backed
UEFA's revised competitions.

The European Commission
said on Monday that Media
Partners had filed for regula-
tory clearance on February 3
and said it was seeking com-
ments from interested parties
on the idea within 20 days.

Media Partners wanted to
revolutionise European soccer
and take much of the control
away from UEFA.

But after months of wran-
gling last year, the clubs even-
tually opted to remain with
UEFA after the European gov-
erning body made widespread
changes to its tournaments and
promised more money for
clubs. .

Media Partners insisted,
however, that the clubs were
still interested in its plans and
accused UEFA and the English
Premier League of an abuse of
power in forbidding clubs to
talk to them.

New-look Euro Chéanions'
eague 1n the offing?
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