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Recommendations at int'l seminar
Downsize govt, strengthen local
govt, increase transparency

Reduction of the size of gov-
ernment machinery, closure of
unnecessary departments and
directorates and transfer of
maximum powers to district
level authorities were the main
recommendations made at an
international seminar on ad-
ministrative reforms that con-
cluded here yesterday,

Transparency and account-
ability at government offices.
abolition of the Office Secrecy
Act 1921 and openness in sign-
ing contracts with foreign com-

anies were also recommended
y the three-day seminar for
development of the country.

At least one lakh posts out of
13 lakh can be abolished right
now because those posts re-
mained vacant over the years, it
said.

Former finance minister A
M A Muhith who was chairman
of the drafting committee read
out the recommendations.

The rule providing for decla-
ration of assets and properties
by government officials and

oliticians, never followed ear-
ier, should be enforced to curb
corruption by government offi-
cials and bring transparency in
the administrations, the rec-
ommendations said .

"All the local governments
should be strengthened with de-
cision making powers and ac-
counting and auditing offices be
separated”.

The concluding session of
the seminar was also addressed
by Finance Minister Shah A M
S Kibria, Education Minister A
S H K Sadique, Country Diree-
tor of the World Bank Frederick

By Staff Correspondent

T Temple and Public Adminis-
tration Ré&forms Comunission
Chairman A T M Shamsul
Haque.

The seminar was jointly or-
ganised by the Public Adminis-
tration Reforms Commission
(PARC), Centre for Policy Dia-
logue CPD and Bangladesh Un-
nayan Parishad (BUP) at the
Sonargaon Hotel.

Kibria blamed the previous
governments for increasing the
size of the government. “The
process has been stopped after
this government came to
power,” he said.

The government has started
a reform process and public
opinion should be created to
make it successful, he said.

The World Bank's new
Country Director said adminis-
trative reform is essential for
economic growth and poverty
alleviation.

Many governments includ-
ing that of Bangladesh are too
sensitive to the potential oppo-
sition to reforms as some
groups become vocal against it.
But they do not consider the
large number of silent people
who are the beneficiaries of the
reforms, he said.

“Politics in Bangladesh is
too much of a zero sum game at
the top, with the main parties
competing stridently for the
pervasive power which comes
with forming a government. If
effective local government
could be introduced, political
power would be more diffused
and political competition
would be more widespread,”
Temple said.

Earlier, speaking al a work-
.ing session in the morning,
former finance minister M Sai-
fur Rahman criticised the gov-
ernment for "over centralising
power”,
"Everythin
erson as al
rom one table.
Even lower level officials
like OC's and SPs are being
transferred as per orders from
the highest authorities without
informing the offices and min-
istries concerned” he alleged.

depends on one
decisions come

Two other sessions of the
semnar were held yesterday.
one chaired by Speaker Hu-
mayun Rasheed Chowdhury
and the other by Civil Aviation
and Public Works Minister
Mosharraf Hossain.

CPD Executive Chairman
Prof. Rehman Sobhan proposed
that the budget should be
scrutinised by an expert com-
mittee before its passage,

Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Chowdhury accepted the pro-
posal but said it will not be pos-
sible for the niext budget but can
be done for the following one.

Others who took part in the
discussion included Advocate
Rahmat Ali MP, Tasmima Hos-
sain MP Nurunnabi Chowd-
hury. Hasanul Haq Inu. Kazi
Saleh Ahmed, Monjurul Karim,
Dr. Harun ur Rashid, Jan-Erik-
Lane of Switzerland, Tariq Sid-
digi of Pakistan, former World
Bank mission chief in Bang-
ladesh Pierre Landell-Mills, N
R Ranganathan, Abdul Haq,
Enam Ahmed Chowdhury and
Zahurul Alam,

Mintoo
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liabilities for which he was
served the notice and the out-
standing loans are still due
from him.

"Mintoo therefore disobey-
ing the judgement of the High
Court in the most contumacious
manner and in an open defiance
and flagrant violation
continued to act as the chair-
man and director of NBL,
thereby making himself liable
for punishment for contempt of
court,

"And the managing director
and the chairman was a party
to it without which Mintoo
could not have violated and
disobeyed the judgement.
Therefore they are also liable
for committing contempt of
court making them liable for
punishment,” the petition said.

Referring to the two
Bangladesh Bank officials, the
petitioner sald: "The two were
duty bound in law as a public
servant to stop Mintoo from
acung as chairman and direc-
tor of NBL, but they refrained
from doing so and allowed him
to act as the chairman and di-
rector of the bank, and thereby
committing contempt of court
making themselves liable for
punishment under the law."

One drowned by police
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Sabujbagh police claimed
that following a general diary,
filed by one local ‘political
leader’, Fazlul Hug, and also a
neighbour of Mujibur, police
went 1o South Basahbo area
Sunday afternoon.

In the GD, Fazlul Huq alleged
that miscreants fired a gunshot
at a glass of a windows of his
house.

As soon as police went near
the residence of the com-
plainant, four young men, in-
cluding Mujibur, attempted to
flee the spot running. Police ar-
rested three of them while Mu-
jibur started running towards
the jheel where he might have
been drowned, police clgalmed.

Then the team of Sabujbagh
police returned to the thana
where they got an information
that there were some stolen
goods at Mujibur's house, The
police then raided Mujibur's
residence and recovered some
"stolen clothes”, they claimed,

Being informed yesterday,
police recovered the body and
sent it to Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital for autopsy, police
said.

But Mahfuza Begum, mother
of the victim, and some rela-
tives and neighbours, told The

Daily Star last night that police
rabbed Mujibur in front of his
wuse after arresting the three

others at about 4 pm on Sunday:.

They alleged thal police
slarted beating him on the spot.
At one stage, Mujinur somehow
managed to free himsell and
started running. Police also
chased him.

Mujibur got on a boat in the
Jjheel and started rowing it. Po-
lice boarded another boat and
chased him. As soon as police
caught him, they started beat-
ing him with a long bamboo,
they alleged

Police also started plunging
him in the jheel water. At one
stage Mujibur disappeared into
the water. Police then spent
around half an hour in the jheel
searching him with a long
bamboo stick, they said.

Failing to detect Mujibur,
police left the spot telling (hie
local people that he managed 10
escape, they said.

The story did not end here.
Polcie also picked up Shilpi, the
eider sisler of Mujibur, when

she tried to resist police [rom
torturing her brother, relatives
and local people said . She was
released {from CMM's courl on

bail vesterdav.
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Pakistan captain Wasim Akram receives the Meril Chal-
lenge Cup trophy from Home Minister Mohammed Nasim.
—Star photo by Anisur Rahman

Bangladesh defeated
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forg. Aminul. who survivedl
three close calls on his way to a
rusty 54-ball 16, was declared
run out by the third umpire.

Dropped on nought by Wasti
in the second slip, Aminul was
out of the crease at the non-
striker's end when a straight
drive [rom Akram hit the wi-
cket touching the outstretched
fingers of bowler Afridi.

Akram made a defiant 28 off
82 balls before being taken b
wicketkeeper Moin Khan off
Wasti., who. on his debut, took
three wickets with his off-spin-
LHers.

But it was hard-hitting Mo-
hammad Raﬁcﬁm_ who enter-
tained the otherwise disap-
yointed full-house crowd at the
)ig bowl with an enterprising
24 off only 19 balls. The south-
paw -smashed a huge sixer
against Wasti over long-on.

Earlier, Aminul Islamm won
the toss and asked the Pakisia-
nis to bat first.

Having an inexperienced
batters at his disposal. Amin-
ul’s decision to chase under the
lights, that too against a world
class bowling. was rather sur-
prising considering the fact
that the wicket was pretty flat.

The Pakistani openers began
wilh an uncharacteristically
subdued lashion which yielded
just nine runs in the first four
overs. _

Wajahatullah Wasti showed
the first sign of aggression by
whacking two boundaries in the
fifth over bowled by Hasibul
Hossain.

In the very next over, debu-
tant fellow new-ball operator
Manjurul Islam got a taste of
the raw power of Shahid Afridi,
who cracked two fours and then
lofted the left-arm paceman
straight into the sight screen.

Just when Wasti and Afridi
decided 1o cut loose, Manijurnl
Eol Ll [irsl hreeﬂ-:lhrnugﬁ for
Banglacesh.

Wiasli. then at 18. gave a
thick cdge while playing an out-
oy delivery. Wickelkeeper
Khaled Masood took the bril-
liant catch diving to his right.

Saced Anwar came in and
got into his usual stride right
away. He despatched Mamjurul
across the ropes lwice to take
Pakistan to 50 in the 10th over.

In the next over, Afridi was
hit on the pads while playing
across to Hasibul and umpire
Doug Cowie adjudged him leg-
before wicket.

Mass killing case
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Chittagong District and Ses-
sions Judge's Court for trial,

Ragibul Huda was then ar-
rested following court order but
released on bail after two
months on High Court order.

CID ASP Abdul Kader Khan,
after a six-month fresh investi-
gation, submitted his report
with the higher authorities.

During the second investiga-
tion. the investigators ques-
lioned 65 people. including 21
cyewilnesses and 15 lawvers.

In the report nine policemen
were accused of direct involve-
ment in the massacre, the
sources lold the news agency.

In the case Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, five ministers.
10 journalists and 15 lawyers
hiave been made witnesses.

The report has got clearance
of the higher authorities of CID
and is expected to be submitted
to the CMM's Court shortly.

Power accord
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try Director Haresh Jaysing-
hani sifgncd the contract at the
PDB oflice.

AES will build the 450 MW
gas-fired combined cycle power
plant at Meghna Ghat, about 20
km from the city, at a cost of 28
crore US dollars.

The contract will be followed
by signing of an Implementa-
tion Agreement, Land Lease
Agreement and a Gas Supply
Agreement.

“Since the government has
already signed a contract with
AES for the 360 MW Haripur
Power Prgject, the Energy Min-
istry expects that all other rele-
vant contracts would be signed
very soon,” commented a
source.

However, due to some differ-
ences between Meghnaghat and
Haripur._ Projects, the remain-
ing contracts may take some
time to be finalised, he added.

After PDB and AES finalise
the PPA soon, the US company
will have to arrange finances
within six months and must
start supplying power to the
PDB on commercial basis
within the next 30 months.

Anwar was in a majestic
form. He welcomed off-spinner
Naimur Rahman with four sue-
cessive boundaries and treated
all the Bangladesh bowlers with
contempt.

Runs started pouring at an
alarming rate. Pakistan rea-
ched 100 in the 18th over and
with the mighty sixer of Anwar.
In between, ljaz Ahmed was
dropped by Hasibul at mid-off.

Anwar went on to score 64
off 48 balls inclusive of eight
fours and a six before a superb
direct throw from Aminul had
him well outside the crease.

Soon after scoring his half-
century (51), Ijaz perished try-
ing to loft Aminul over long-off.

In the last 10 overs. Bangla-
deshi bowlers were treated
mercilessly. Eiﬁhty—eighl runs
were produced during that
period.

Man-of-the-match Inzama-
mul Haq, fresh from his double-
hundred in the Asian Test
Championships final, blasted
70 and Moin Khan smacked
some lusty blows to take the
score to 293 for seven,

Among the local bowlers,
Hasibul took career-best figures
of three for 50 off ten overs.
Naimur, Aminul and Manjurul
captured a wicket each.

80 shops, houses
gutted in Sylhet,
Habigan;j

Al least 80 shops and houses
were gutted in two incidents of
fire in Sylhet and Habiganj yes-
terday.

Our Staff Correspondent
from Sylbhet reports: Over 30
shops and houses were gutled in
the South Surma area of Sylhet
town yesterday.

The fire originated at 8 pm
and soon engulfed the adjacent
shops, including restaurants.
colion stores, food godown and
Rutcha houses.

Firefighters extinguished
the blaze after two hours as they
could not reach the spot timely
due to traffic jam.

UNB adds: At least 50 shops
were gutted in a fire at Uttar
Bazar in Chunarughat thana
|_11n-:1er Habiganj district yester-
cdlav.

Witnesses said the blaze,
originating from an open petrol
shop, swept the Bazar at about 4
pm. A stationary bus was also
gutted in the fire.

Firefighters from Habiganj
and Srimangal rushed 1o the
spot and put out the flame with
the help of local people after
two hours of hectic efforts.

Enron
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EOG.

'EOG felt that il was in the
best interest ol Petrobangla as
well as of EOG to postpone dis-
cussions until the results of
these matters are known.”

"In the first such press state-
ment in Bangladesh, the US
company further said, “Regard-
less of any proposals relating to
EOG, Enron Corp. continues to
have strong interest in the long-
lerm investment opportunities
in Bangladesh.

"In 1998, Enron had record
revenue earnings (US 31.3 bil-
lion) and net income (US 703
millien). The EOG itself had a
net income of 56.2 million dol-
lars despite the downtrend in
international in oil prices
throughout 1998,

“Over the past several years
we worked with the government

and other interested parties on
a number of innovative solu-
tions to Bangladesh's electric
power needs and to help the
country realise the greatest ad-
vantage from its abundant nat-
ural resources. We continue to
work on a number of these pro-
Jecls,” the statement said.

Sources said that other than
participating in the second
round bidding, Enron has so far
proposed a "ski-mounted power
plant” which is a mobile power
glfmt. and "study" of some gas

elds, ,

"Enron will stay in Bangla-
desh because it has a huge
involvement in Tapti natural
gas field in offshore India. Its
involvement in Bangladesh is
much more cost effective than
many other companies. Besides
it can follow the energy sector
in Bangladesh with regional
perspective and sufficient ease.”

EOG, majority shares of
which is owned by Enron Corp.,
is one of the largest independent
oil and gas companies in the
USA and operator of sub-
stantial proven reserves in the
U.S., Canada, offshore India
and Trinidad.

.

Bangabandhu
Chair at DU
Inaugurated

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said the gov-
ernment could upreot campus
terrorism if it gets cooperation
[rom all quarters. including
opposition political parties, re-
ports UUNB.

"The situation has improved
a lot and it will improve further
if we get cooperation from the
opposition,” she said inaugurat-
ing the "Bangabandhu Chair” at
Dhaka University at a function
at Teacher-Students' Centre
(TSC).

The Prime Minister said the
government is trying to ensure
congenial academic atmosphere
in all educational institutions.

Begum Jebunnesa and Kazi
Mahabub Ullah People's Wel-
tare Trust is installing the

Bangabandhu Chair to lacili-
tate research on the subjects
relating to the emergence of in-
dependent Bangladesh, post-in-
dependence situation and future
prospect of the country.

e trust donated Tk 20 lakh
for creating an initial fund for
carrying out research under the
chair named after father of the
nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

he Prime Minister thanked
the Trust for installing the
Bangabandhu Chair at Dhaka
University, which she said
would help the researchers and
historians to project the glori-
ous history of the nation.

JCD's strike at
DU protesting
PM's visit
By DU Correspondent

Jatiyvatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD), the student wing of oppo-
sition BNP, enforced a day-long
strike on Dhaka University
(DU) campus protesting the
prime minister's visit to the
university yesterday.

Other student organisations
including Ganotantrik Chhatra
Oikya (GCO], a conglomerate of
some left-leaning student or-
ganisations, and Jatiya Samaj-
tantrik Dal (JSD)-backed Chha-
tra League brought out separate
processions and held rallies
protesting the PM's visit.

All academic activities re-
mained suspended during the
day-long strike. The Central Li-
brary, however, was open.

Most of the rooms of the
administrative building was
found closed at noon.

The university bus service
operated partially. At least six
buses were attacked and dam-
aged allegedly by JCD men in
different places of the city and
four people including two stu-

dents and a bus driver were in-
jured during the attack, DU of-
[icials said.

Bomb attack designed to
kill me, says Muhibur

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Mar 16: Muhibur
Rahman Manik. MP has alleged
that an influential quarter was
responsible for the 'bomb at-
tack on his residence yesterday
afternoon.

"It was pre-planned and de-
signied to kill me." said the rul-
inF party legislator today while
talking to The Daily Star in the
premises of his residence at
Chhatak thana headquarters in
Sunamganj district. A severe

bomb blast on the first floor of

his house killed two men and
injured one

Withoul naming anybody of
his own party, Manik also al-
leged, "Some strong groups of
terrorists had been up against
me and attacked me several
times during the last three
years, especially after the last
parliamentary elections.,

‘I am still at great risk and
feeling insecure.”

Manik was in Dhaka when
the explosion had occurred. He
came Lo his residence last night
hearing about the bomb blast.
He also said the high-ups in the
government know about all
these incidents, but no action
has vet been taken.

The ruling party MP filed a
case today with the Chhatak
thana regarding the blasl. In
the case. he alleged thal some
unknown men had exploded
powerful bombs in his house
with an intention to kill him.

Meanwhile, the badly dam-
aged portion on the first floor of
the two-story building has been
sealed. 8P of Sunamganj As-
saduzzaman Miah, who has
been staying in the thana head-
quarters since the blast, said it
will be kept so until and unless
a team of experts from the
Army reaches here and gives
clearance. . .

The bodies of the two persons

Khaleda

From Page 1

of Calcutta. They will have to
run up to Salt Lake, far from the
main city.

On the other hand, they ob-
served, buses from Calcutta
could run in Motijheel area, the
commercial heartland in
Bangladesh's capital.

They feared that Bangla-
deshi transport owners and
workers as well as passengers
would be econormically loser as,
such.

They were critical of the twao-
country bus service as it would
give "a spurtl to smuggling while
various transmittable diseases
will spread to the country from
India.”

Out of 64 districts, represen-
tatives from about 40 and cen-
tral leaders were on the delega-
tion,”

-

killed in the blast was sent to
Sunamgani[ sadar hospital this
afternoon for post mortem. The
identity of the 20-year old
victim is yet to be known, police
said, Police recovered a number
of small containers of Zarda
and Dano from the house this
afternoon. When asked, the MP
said that the unknown victim
was neither his relative nor a
party activist. He alleged that
|JDliEE were trying to manipu-
ate the incident against him.

The Prime Minister's Advi-
sor on Parliamentary Affairs
Suranjit Sengupta visited the
house of Muhibur Rahman
Manik last night. Meanwhile,
Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury, who issued a
statement last night condemn-
ing the 'bomb' attack' on the
MP's house, withdrew the same
after a few hours. The statement
was [axed to the press in Sylhet
last night.

EU fraud
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rect.” Karel V.1 Miert, the an-
titrusl conunissioner told Bel-
gium's RTBF radio. "Most of my
colleagues took their responsi-
bilities very seriously.”

The report made clear that
no commissioner 'was directly
and personally involved' in
fraud or personally enriched
himself or herself.

But Pauline Green, leader of
the Socialist group in the Euro-
pean Parliament, spoke of a
‘collective responsibility for
mismanagement' at the EU
head office. The 626-member
assembly set up the inquiry by
five independent experts, in-
cluding two former EU auditors,
in JJanuary.

The fraud report was harsh-
€st on Research Commissioner .
Edith Cresson, a former French
prime minister who 'failed to
act in response to known, seri-
ous and continuing irregulari-
ties over several years' in educa-
tional and other programmes
for which she was responsible.

It said when int%rmed of
fraud and waste in an outside
contractor that squandered 150
million euros (160 million dol-
lar} meant for a youth training
programme, she failed to stop
it.

She also was criticised for
getting a short-term EU re-
search job for a [riend in 1995.
The man was later judged to be
ungualified; his work was
deemed to be grossly deficient.

Partly driving the anti-fraud
sentiments in the parliament is
the fact that the assembly faces
elections in June. European
Commissioners are easy lar-
gets: 20 f[):\uliti{:a.l appointees
earning 16,000 tax-free euros

(17.280 dollars) a month and
Hp.
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