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Security was tightened at all points leading to the

i —

Dhaka University campus yesterday

prior to the Prime Minister's visit to the campus to inaugurate the "Bangabandhu Chair"

at the Department of History.
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éharges framed against SCL

From Page |
as SEC lawyer produced two
banks’' statements giving the
figures of unsettled DVPs. “If a
lransaction remains unsettled
then it becomes a fake transac-
tion.” he argued.

Using the DVP mechanism,
he said. they artificially raised
different stock prices which
propped up the share market
luring others to purchase heav-
ily.

Responding to the defence
argument that the chairman
only chaired meetings and was
not a member of any bourses,
Zahir said, “If that was true
then it meant that the other two
accused were members of a
bourse. And the professor heing
the chairman must have
chaired board meetings where
other directors were present.

“And the law says that the board . ..

Hasina likely to

open gas supply
from Jalalabad
Gas Field Sunday

SYLHET, Mar 16: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina is ex-
PEEtEﬂ o inaugurate gas supply
rom Jalalabad Gas Field to the
National Grid on Sunday. ac-
cording to official sources, re-
ports AFB.

A 18-km supply pipe line
fromn Lakkatura to Kailashtila
has been installed to supply gas
to the National Grid,

manages affairs of a company.”

Dr Zahir said a company
which has no membership with
the bourses transacted business
lorming a syndicate with the
lwo stock brokers under the
name of the SCL.

They traded among them-
selves, one selling to another,
crealing the appearance of ac-
tive trading and influencing
purchases of stocks by others.

After hearing arguments
from both sides the court
[ramed charges against the ac-
cused.

The charge sheet said Deliv-
ery Versus Pavment (DVP)
transactions worth Tk 2 .50
crore, done by a syndicate of the
accused, remained unsettled.
Besides, it said, there were no
records with the Dhaka Stock
Exchange of a number of trans-
actions made through DVP.

"These unsettled DVP and
out-of-record transactions were
fake and imaginary through
which you have artificially in-
duced the share market,” judge
Mollah Mustafa Kamal read out
Lhe charges.

The court fixed May 4 1999
as the day for trial of the SCL
case.

The hearing on charge [ram-
ing against the then DSE
chairman Imtiyaz Hussain
could not take place as his
lawyer applied for time saying
that he was not prepared. The
court [ixed April as the next
date and extended bail to the ac-
cusedl.

(211 Monday, the court had
Iramed charges against two
other firms and their four di-

rectors lor manipulating the
share market.

The cases against Beximco
Pharmaceuticals, Shinepukur
Holdings and Doha Securities
could not be heard due to a stay
order from ihe Metropolitan
Sessions Judge where a decision
for transfer of the three cases
were pending. The court stayed
hearing of the three cases till
March 25,
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Timber trader
shot dead

in Ctg
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Mar 168 A
limber lrader was shol dead in

his hotel room at Reazuddin .

Bazar here last night, police
said.

The wvictim. Nazrul Islam.
30. was also an activist of the
Awami Jubo League. Chittagong
south unit. police and party
sources saicl,

The assailants numbering
about five stormed into Nazrul's
hotel room at 1 am last night.
They fired at Nazrul point
blank and hurriedly fled the
scene, police said.

He was rushed to Chittagong
Medical College Hospital where
he succumbed to his injuries.

Nazrul might have been
killed following dispute over
business {ransaction with his
rivals, police said, Investiga-
tion is on 1n this regard, police
added,
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] Separate trial syste;n for childre

juveniles demanded

The Retired Police Officers
Association vesterday deman-
'ded separate trial system for
children and juveniles (o
protect and promote their
rights, reports BSS.

"The joint trial of children
and juveniles along with adult
offenders is illegal in the eyes of
law,"” president of Bangladesh
Retired Police Officers Welfare
Association A M Mesbahuddin
said at a press conference at the
association office in the city.

Mesbahuddin, also a former
secrelary, said the law of the
land has given certain privi-
leges to the children under the

Children Act, 1974, which was
based on the Geneva Declara-
tion of the rights of the child —
1924,

The former police officers
also urged the government lo
ensure separate custody for
children and women at thanas
and jails to check their abuses,

They stressed the need for
social awareness regarding the
rights of children and women
and called upon the press to use
its influence in this regard.

The association praised the
governmernt decision to incor-
pordte the Children Act, 1974 in

the cunrriculion of Sarda Paliee
Academy, police training cen-
tres and BCS Administration
Acadenny.

They said the police offlicers.
magistrates and jail adminis-
tration should be more sincere
and careful in protecling the
rights of children. '

Former inspector general of
police Dr M Enamul Huq also
spoke un the occasion, while
general secretary of the assoeia-
bon Amuinul Islam Miah, Mo-
hamnmad Anisur Rahman and
solaiman Al Cliowdhury were
present,

drinking and cooking,
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UNICEF launches $0.5m project
to fight arsenic contamination

In order to fully understand
the existing problem of arsenic
contamination of groundwater,
Unicef has recenlly launched
an integrated programme that
will focus on mitigation of the
biggest environmental disaster
in the country.

“We have taken up a
USS0.5m programme this year
with an intention of research
and development of the arsenic
problem in the country.” Unicef
Representative in Bangladesh
Shahida Azfar told a group of
newsmen at a press briefing
yesterday at its head office.

She said, "Understandin
the complexity and severity o
the problem, we are scaling up
eflforts to support the National
Arsenic Mitigation Pro-

By Staff Correspondent

gramme, in coordination with
other development partners.”

She also said, "The pro-
Hramme, already in operatiomn,
is being implemented in four
thanas of Chandpur, Narayan-

anj, Madaripur and Jessore
istricts — some of the places
where arsenic problem in se-
vere. It will also carry out re-
search in about 500 more vil-
lages."

The programme will mainly
focus on components of testing
and analysing the existing wa-
ter sources, providing safe al-
ternatives, investigating on the
impact on health and commu-
nication and social mobilisa-
tion.

The communication and so-
cial mobilisation part will

mainly focus on educating the
people in the villages about the
facts' of various arsenic-related
problems,

"We hope to collect vital in-
formation that will help us deal
with different aspects of the ar-
serlic challenge in other parts of
the courntry,” Shahida added.

Unicefs Information Advo-
cacy Section Chief June Kunugi,
Water and Environment Sani-
tation Section Chief Deepak Ba-
jracharya, Health and Nutri-
tion Chief Dr Thane O Kyaw-
Myint, also addressed the two
hour-long press briefing.

Others who were present on
the oceasion from Unicel, were
Rick Johnston, Almas Zakiud-
din and Michael Galway.

GE edcal Syste

Renowned Indian Ghozal singer Jagjit Singh performing
at a musical soiree at the Sheraton Hotel yesterday
evening. His visit was arranged by Shetubandha, a cul-

tural organisation to raise funds for distressed artists of

the country. —Star photo

+ Bangabandhu Mahila Parishad will hold a
conference on occasion of the birth anniversary of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Venue : National Academy for Ecucation
Management (NAEM) auditorium. Time ; 10.00 am.

Discussion meeting : a discussion entitled "Banga-
bandhur Rashtra Chinta" will be held. Organiser: National Mu-
seum. Venue : Begum Sufia Kamal auditorium, National Museuin,
Shahbagh. Time : 11.30 am.

Discussion meetihg: Bangladesh Muktijoddha Sang-
sad will hold a discussion on Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. Venue: Own premises. Time : 3.30 pn.

Discussion meeting: a discussion meeting on Banga-

bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman will be held. Joint Organisers:

Bangla Academy. Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy. National
Museum, Nazrul Institute and Jativa Granthakendra. Venue !
Ramna Batamul Time : 4.00 pin.

Drama festival: Deyal. Shabiij Deeper Sath Pakhi and
Chiryakhana will be staged on the 14th day of the Nationa! Child-
Juvenile Drama Festival. Organiser @ Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy in collaboration with People's Thealre Associalion.
Venue : Central Public Library auditorium, Shahbagh. Time : 4.30

pm. 6.00 pm and 7.30 pm respectively

DI‘HI‘HH fEStl‘VEll: Natok Noy Jibon Kahini. A Rup Kathar
Golpo and Chhuti will be staged on the 15th day of the National
Child Juvenile Drama Festival. Organisers: Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy in associatien with People’'s Theatre
Association, Venue: Public Library auditorium. Time: 4.30 pIn,
6.00 pm and 7.30 pm respectively.

Whalt s on lomorrow

Film show: Two of wim Wr*.nci::r:awm':es will be screeried.
Venue: Gocethe Institut. Time: The Ameri®an Friend at 5.00 pm,
Until the End of the World at 7,00 pin,

Debate exhibition: Keva National Debate Exhibition
99, a 3-day exhibition of debates is going to be inaugurated.
Organisers: The Universities' Debating Council. Venue: BUET
auditorium.

Art exhibition: The 19th painting exhibition by Shanta
(Purnima) Bhattacharya will be inaugurated. Venue: Manju art
tiallery, House No 8. Rd No 6. Gulshan. Time: 6 pm.
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Dry weather forecast

Weather is likely to remain mainly dry over the country
with temporary partly cloudy sky over Khulna, Barisal and
Chittagong divisions till 6 pm today, reports UNB.

Day temperature may rise sli;{ﬁt]}' over the countrv during
the period, Met Office said.

The counlry's highest temperature recorded vesterday was
35.0 degree Celsius at Dhaka and Rangamati and the lowest 12,4
degrees al Srimangal.

The sun sets today at 6.08 pm and rises tomorrow at 6.05 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were,

City /Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min  Morning Evening
Dhaka 35.0 17.0 4] 32
Chittagong 31.8 18.1 69 80,
Rajshahi 34.2 14.2 47 34
Khulna 34.5 19.9 78 68
Barisal 33.7 16.4 76 58
Sylhet 32.5 17.0 48 36
Cox's Bazar 33.6 20.5 63 &4
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ms Bangladesh recently inaugurated its
office at Kakrail in the eity. Prof Tajul Islam of Banga-
bandhu Medical University inaugurated the office.

L

Bangabandhu

From Page 1

flags atop Bangabandhu Bha-
ban and Awami League central
office at 5:30 am and placirg of
wreaths at the portrait of Mujib
at Bangabandhu Bhaban at 6
am.

Tl}eré the]]caders and work-
ers ol the ruling arl% will start
for Tungipara to Eaj,r omage to
the great leader. The pro-
grammes at Tungipara includes
placing of wreaths and special
prayers al the mazar of Banga-
bandhu,

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and her cabinet col-
leagues will attend the pro-
grammes at Tungipara. She is
expected to address a discussion
meeting there today as the chief
fuest.

The leaders and activists of
the ruling Eartg,r will also take

;part in the day-long pro-
grammes undertaken by the
government to mark the hirth
anniversary of Bangabandhu.

The Cultural Affairs Min-
Istry will arrange a discussion
nieeting to be followed by a cul-
tural function at 3 pm today at
Tungipara. Noted politicians
and cultural activists will take
part in the programme.

Countrywide programmes of
the ruling party include hoist-
ing of national and party flags
atap all party offices, placing of
wreaths at the portrait of
Bangabandhu, holding of dis-
cussions and rallies, and milad
mahfil.

Bangla Academy, Banglade-
sh Shilpakala Academy, Natio-
nal Museum, Nazrul Institute
and Jativa Grantha Kendra will
jeintly hold a discussion and
cultural function organised by

the Ministry of Cultural Affairs
at Ramna Batamul today at 4
prn. :

Bangladesh Beter and Tele-
vision will broadcast special
programmes on the occasion.
National dailles will bring out
special supplements on the life
anc works of Bangabandhu.

They disagree

From Page 1
as high as 40 trillion, similar 10
those of the North Sea.

Both Hasina and Khaleda
said the reserves have not accu-
rately been measured, They ar-
gue that the gas should be used
lo supply power to the 85 per
cent of the country's 125 mil-
lion people who still lack elec-
tricity. They also want the gas
be used to create jobs in gas-
based industries like fertilisers
and plastics.

‘We don't think about ex-
porting gas yet', Hasina said in
a meeting with AP editors at her
ollice in Parliament. "The pri-
orily is our people. They should
gel their share. Only then can
we think about exports.” she
saicd,

"We cannot sell our wealth
and then become beggars",
Khaleda said in an interview at
29 Minto Road residence.

WB official visits
NMT project

Thampil Pankaj, principal
transport specialist, South Asia
region of World Bank visited
Non-Motorised Transport
(NMT)] Project at the Employ-
ment Technology and Devel-
opment Agency (ETDA) office in
the city on Monday, says a press
release.

The project is being imple-
nienled by Local Government
Engineering Department
\LGED) and funded by the World
Bank and Swiss Development
Cooperaltion.

Pankaj expressed keen in-
terest at the improved model of
rickshaw and enquired about
lhe individual improvements,
incorporated with the new rick-
shaw,

Thampil Pankaj had also
taken part in an opinion shar-
ing meeting of the end-users of
rickshaws and NMT team
members. Dr Ahsan made a
formal presentation on the var-
ious development of the present
rickshaw of Bangladesh. Dr
Ahsan, team leader of project,
said that the improved rick-
shaw will reduce the pulling ef-
fort by 30% and increase com-
fm]“I lo passengers and safety to
all,

Death anniversary

By Statf Correspondent
The first death
anniversary of
the founder of
Mahanagar
Clinic Dr AMA
Alamgir (Hiru)
will be ob-
' served tomor-
i row, says a
: press release.
i | On this occa-
sion, destitules will be fed at his
country residence at Sulna
urider Faridpur on the day. A
milad mahfil will also be held
at his 279/A, Road No 8
residence aller Asr prayers on

Obituary

A H S Yasin, Social Welfare
Ofticer of Jessore Sadar Hospi-
tal, died of a massive heart at-
tack on the February 28. He was
50, says a press release.

He was admitted to
Suhrawardi Hospital in the
city.

A milad mahfil and Quran
khwant will be held at his vil-
lage home at Philipnagar under
Kushtia district on the day after
Eid-ul-Azha to mourn the

Friday.

death.

He is the youngest uncle of

former student leader Sorwar
Zahan Badsha.

Frt ek E

CHITTAGONG, Mar 16: Al-
haj Dr Mozibul Huq Chowd-
hury, former . hairman of
Bariadhala Union Parishad,
died of old age ailment today
here at the age of 92, reports
UNB.

The deceased, left behind two
sons and four daughters to

mourn his death.

Quilkhawani of Chowdhury,

will be held on Thursday at his
village home of Uttar Rahmat-

nagar, Mukundun Bari in
Silakunda thana.
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JU Anthropology Depf forced
to postpone final exam

By JU Correspondent

The Honours 3rd year final
examination of Department of
Anthropology at Jahangirna-

ar University (JU) scheduled
or March 14 had to be post-
ned when a group of students
orced teachers and examinees
out of the examination hall.

Some 15 to 20 students
‘asked' teachers of the depart-
ment to allow a student, who
was earlier disqualified from
taking the exam, to appear for
the finals. They also 'asked' the
examinees to leave the hall and
warned the teachers not to be-
gin the exam without the par-
licular student, Abu Ahsan
Mishu, witnesses said.

Chairman of the department
had not authorised Mishu's
registration form for the exams
because his attendance in the
classes did not qualify him for
the exams as per the university
rules.

Witnesses said the rulin
party-backed Banglades
Chhatra League (BCL) activist
Mishu along with other BCL
workers, stormed the examina-
tion half after distribution of
the answer scripts and threat-

ened the teachers with dire con-
sequences if he was not allowed
to appear.

The examination was later
postponed after consulting the
university proctor who arrived
at the scene after being in-
formed of the incident.

Teachers of the department
said Mishu did not meet the
minimum 75 per cent atten-
dance required to qualify for
the final exam. "We warned him
earlier, but he didn't pay heed,"
a teacher of the department
said,

Meanwhile, BCL leaders at a
press conference yesterday de-
nied involvement of their ac-
tivists in the matter. "It is an
Isolated incident. Well-wishers
of Mishu tried to persuade the
teachers to permit him to sit for
the examination,” they said.

However Mishu told journal-
ists yesterday that he would do
whatever needed to sil for the
examination. He also accused
the teachers of nepotism and al-
1&%&(] that some students having
a lesser attendance percentage
had been allowed to appear in
the examination.

Ean]n'ng diplomﬁ exams results

Candidates bearing follow-
ing roll numbers have passed
the Banking Diploma Exami-
nations (first and second part)

held in November last year,
says a press release of the Insti-
tute of Bankers Banpladesh yes-
terday.
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