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Taiwan mulling over
more labour import

TAIPEI, Mar 16: Citing a
labour shortage in the island's
factories, Taiwan is weighing
whether to expand the numbers
ol foreign workers thal can be
emploved here, officials said
Tuesday, reporis AP,

Labour groups object, saying
the policy only aids uncompeti-
tive businesses by giving man-
ELFEI‘E a bigger and cheaper pool
of potential workers. The
labour activists call for more
efforts to find work for a rising
number of unemployed Tai-
wanese.

The cabinet's Council of
Labour Affairs is considering
industry’'s call to implement a
special quota for another
38.000 foreign factory workers
to join the 271,000 foreign
workers already In Taiwan,
said Wu Chaun—minﬁ_. a council
official responsible for foreign
labour.

But a decision is still far off,
and the council will keep spon-
soring job fairs and other pro-
grams in hopes of filling those
vacancies with unemployed
Taiwanese, Wu said.

Tailwan began importing
foreign labour early in the
decade as wages rose and infras-
tructure projects created
stronger demand for workers.
Taiwan has retained the foreign
workers for fear that if they go
and wages rise, businesses will
relocate overseas in places

where they can operale nore
cheaply. |

Industry now sulfers a short-
lill ol some 200,000 workers,
mostly in the textiles and met-
als businesses where working
conditions are hot and noisy
and salaries low, said Ho Chun-
yih, secretary general of the
Chinese National Federation of
Industries. |

"These are not jobs that ap- |

peal to the demands of Tai-
wanese workers for comfort
and safety," Ho said.

Failure to expand the num-
ber of foreign workers will force
more industries to move to
neighboring countries where
labour and land prices are
lower and fewer restrictions
apply, he said.

But importing more foreign
labour will only give businesses
less incentive to upgrade and
meet the demands of the chang-
ing labour market, countered
labour activist Robert Kwo, sec-
retary general of the Labour
Front. one of Taiwan's largest
independent labour organisa-
tions.

The Council of Labour Af-
fairs, meanwhile, needs to do
more to find jobs for the
265,000 people who were out of
work in January. the last
month for which figures are
available, when the unem-
plovinent rate hit 2,76 per cent,
Kwo said.

US,EU appeal for WI'O members' acceptance

Free trade rules should allow

for environmental protection’

GENEVA, Mar 16; The Euro-
pean Union and the United
States appealed on Monday to
other members of the World
Trade Organisation (WTO) to ac-
ces)t that the body's free trading
rules should allow for protec-
tion of the environment, re-
ports Reuters.

Bul at the start of a two-day

WTO conference, they ran up -

against insistence from devel-
oping countries that poverty
was the main cause of envi-
ronmental degradation and
that richer powers should do
more to tackle that problem.

'Pressures for environmen-
tal protection are here to stay."
EU Trade Commissioner Sir
Leon Brittan told the gathering.

"It is much better to deal
with them internationally than
to allow pressures for unilat-
eral protection to go unheeded
and unanswered,” he told the
meeting, billed as a "high-level
symposium” on links between
trade and the environment.

In a message to the session,
US President Bill Clinton urged
delegates to "use this special op-
portunily to shape an interna-
llonal consensus behind poli-
cies thal promote free trade and
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BGD/96/018-Strengthening the Election Commission for
Improvement in the Electoral Process

(VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT) -

ELECTION MANUAL EDITOR

Duration : 3 Months

Station : Project Office, Dhaka.

Election Commission, Bangladesh intends to compile, edit and prepare
manuals/handbooks on different elections for use by the Returning Officers, Assistant
Returning Officers, Presiding Officers, Assistant Presiding Officers and Polling
Officers and a manual/handbook on voter registration for use by the Registration
Officers, Assistant Registration Officers and other personnel employed in the field.

For this purpose Election Commission Secretariat invites application for a Short-term
Consultancy from qualified candidates.

The terms of reference may be obtained through fax (812352) or by personal contact
from Janab. Md. Badruddoza Sarker, Junior National Consultant (Telephone : 810151)
at the above mentioned project office.

Qualification : The incumbent will have a post-graduate qualification with five or more
years of working experience relating to electoral process which will include dealing
with various electoral laws, rules etc. Knowledge of drafting/editing of legal matters will
be considered as an advantage.

APPLICATIONS (Please read carefully)
Applications should be marked confidential and :

® Indicate clearly the position being applied for:
® Include a short statement explaining the applicant's suitability for the position:

® Include two copies of the applicant's Curriculum vitae.

Note :

submitted at this time. Applications should be sent to:

The Manager

HUMAN RESOURCES
United Nations Development programme (ref : BGD/96/018)
House 60, Road 11/A, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka-1205.

Appllicatiun should be received within 14 days from the date of advertisement.-Only
shortlisted candidates will be contacted.

No photographs, references, certificates of professional papers should be

Any attempt to influence the process of selection, will disqualify the candidacy.
Remuneration packages will be based on current UNDP consultancy remuneration

scale,

WOMEN ARE ESPECIALLY ENCOURAGED TO APPLY.

open markets while protecting
the global environment,

"We must do more to ensure
that spirited economic competi-
tion among nations never be-
comes a race to the bottom. We
should be levelling environ-
mental protections up, not
down.

‘International trade rules
have increasingly important
implications for the environ-
ment,” the message declared.

"They must be supportive of
national polices that provide
for high levels of environmen-
tal protection and effective en-
forcement."”

Non-governmental "green'
organisation, many of which
have been invited to the delib-
erations, have long argued that
WTO rules aimed at enforcing
open markets often undermine
national polices on nature con-
servalion.

They point to recent deci-
sions by WTO dispute panels
that various US restrictions on
imports [rom other countries
whose production was not in
line with US environmental
laws did not conform to global
free trade pacts.

‘The WTO has routinely
ruled against environmental
standards, calling them barri-
¢rs to trade,” said a statement
issued al the conference by a
coalition of mainly US-based
“green’” groups.

Bul many emerging
economies regard the pressure
lor environmental standards to
e incorporated into WTO regu-
lations as a cover for creating a
pretext to protect Western mar-
kets and jobs from goods from
poorer countries.

Any effort reopen WTO rules
that prohibit discrimination
against imports of goods be-
cause of the way they are pro-
duced could lead to imposing
the domestic standards ol one
country on all others, one
statement to the meeting said.

Submitted by Pakistan,

Egypt, Honduras and the Do-
minican Republie. it said this
would be "a recipe for protec-
tionism and restriction of
market access for developing
countries' exports." |

A separate statement from
India said poverty was the
biggest polluter.

Shaikh Wahiduzzaman, Secretary of EPB, and Igbal
Chowdhury, Chief Executive. MI Chowdhury & Co, ex-
change the documents of a signed agreement on auditing
and evaluation of EPB Export Cell activities.
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Project Management
Organisation
Bangladesh Railway, Chittagong

' International Tender Notice

No: COS/ERC/MLR/CASH

—

| Kamalapur, Dhaka.

e

Sealed tenders are invited from reputed suppliers/
manufacturers for supply of 300,000 Nos Elastic Rail Clip for
Bangladesh Railway to be financed from the Cash Foreign
Exchange Resource of Government of Bangladesh.

2. A complete set of tender documents may be purchased by
tenderers on the submission of a written application and upon
payment of non-refundable sum of Tk 750.00 (Taka seven
Ihunr_lr::d fifty) only during office hours (9:00 AM- 5:00 PM)
on all working-days from 21.3.1999 to 5.5.1999 from the
office of the Controller of Stores/Project, Bangladesh Railway,
Central Railway Building, Chittagong as well as from the
Office of the Executive Engineer/Project, Bangladesh Railway,

3. Tenders must be delivered to the office of the Controller
ol Stores/Project, Bangladesh Railway, Central Railway
Building, Chittagong by 11:00 hrs on 6.5.1999. Tt will he
opened at the same office & on the same date at 11:30 hrs in
the presence of tenderers representatives who choose to attend.

Bangladesh Railway, Chittagong

Dated: 14.3.99

M Abdullah

Controller of Stores/Project

Phone: 880-31-725797
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Chy & Co to audit
EPB Export

Cell activities

Star Business Report

MI Chowdhury & Co. an au-
dit and consulling firm, will
conduct a thorough audit and
evaluation of the activities of
EPB Textile ('ell for '95-97

Under an agreement with the
Export Promotion Bureau, the
company will suggest ways and

days. The supply of USD remains steady

of the transactions were done al 7%.
The dollar was off lows against the
under downward pressure on strong Nikkai

intraday low in Tokyo since 115.60 yen on

118 yen level at in earlier trade.

he euro was off lows against the doll
operators, but remained weighed down o
European Commission. News

the EU institution spurred a sharp fa

ratios on their euro-dominated invesiments.

48.65 level from the market makers. The call ma
kept the rates locked in the 6.5% -7.5% level over the last week. However, the most

up appetites for Japanese assets. The dollar

and it continues to be supported at the
rket continues to be liquid which has

ar on short-covering mainly by overseas
n the surprise resignation of the entire
that the entire 20-member European Commission
resigned on Tuesday after a scathinlg independent report into fraud and cronyism at

Lin the eurd. I fell to as low as $ 1.0813 from a
meming high of 1.0924 on the EC news, losing almost all
Germany's Finance Minister Oskar's abrupt resig
also slipped against the yen as some Japanese investors rushed to raise hedge

American Express Bank Ltd foreign exchange rates (indicative) against the Taka
' to clients
Currency Selling Self Buyin Buyi |
TT & 0D Bcng L#Tg ﬂnﬂjgm E‘M&?:nmg
Clean | ExportBil | Transfer
US Dollar 48.7300 48.7700 48.3100 48.1570 48 0850
Pound Sig 792106 | 7927% | mmoe07 7% | 776573
Deutsche Mark 27.4143 27.4368 264123 26.3286 262890
Swiss Franc 33.2030 33.2311 26839 J2.5803 325316
Japanese Yen 0.4144 1 04147 0.4070 04057 0.4051
Dutch Guilder 24.3 243506 | 234413 23.3671 23.3321
Danish Krona 71630 71689 | 5.9954 | 69732 G968
Australian 310702 31.0958 298121 177 29.6733
Belgian Franc 1.3291 13000 | 12808 12766 | 1z7a6 |
Canadian § 32 2459 22724 | 313254 N2 | 31.17%
French Franc 8.1740 g1y | 787 7850 | 78385 |
|_Hong Kong § 6.3005 6.3057 62217 6.2020 817
| ltalian Lira oLer? 0.0e77 0.0267 00266 00266
Norway Kroner 6.2084 6.2135 6.1021 G087 E0736
|_Singapore § 286816 287051 27.7644 27 6764 27 6351
Saudi Rial ! 130416 130623 | 12843 12.8006 | 12@
__UAE Dirham 13.3040 13.3150 13.1167 13.0751 13.0556
Swedish Krona 5.9427 2.9476 5.8643 5.8457 5.8370
_Qalari Riyal 134242 13.4353 132320 13.1901 13.1704
Kuwaiti Dinar | 166.6553 166.7%1 152.6865 I 1522009 | 151.9753
Thai Baht 1.3063 1.3073 12902 12881
Euro 536176 536616 | 516579 | 514943
TT Doc | 30 Days 90 Da ~
482112 475048 | 471023 | 466097 | assoas
US Dollar London Interbank Offered Rate (LIBOR)
Buying Selling Currency 1 3 & 9 12 Months
B Month | Months | Months | Months
48.0850 48.7300 USD 4.94 500 508 5.14 528
48.0850 487300 | GBP 550 | 540625 | 5234375 538 [ 9,379
| Cash/TC | Cash/TC | EURD | 2% 2@ 2 28 2%
Exchange rates of some Asian currencies against US dollars
Indian Rupes Pak Rupee | Thai Bahi Malaysian Indonestan | Korean Won
Ringgl Rupiah
42.405/42.410 | 50.52050.580 | 37.210/37. 3.799%3.8002 B830/BB60 1225/1228
X)
Amex notes on Monday's market.
The USD/BDT rates have stabilised in the 48.65/48.70 level over the past few

yen in Tokyo on Tuesday, but remained
shares as foreign investors were picking
fell to as low as 117.28 yen, an
February 16, after finance minister Kiichi
Miyazawa said the yen's ovemight rise reflected economic fundamentals. But the
impact of Miyazawa's comment was short-lived, with buying by Japanese investors

amid rumours of bids from Japanese public investors bringing the dollar back to the

Sterling was firm against euro, profiting from broad-based weakness in single
currency sparked after European Commission resi
pence vs 67.38/46 iate in Europe on Monday

At 08:27 GMT the majors were traded against US $ at 117.80/85 JPY.

gned, Euro/stg fell to 66.87

gains made after
nation last Thursday, The euro

1.8035/46 DEM 1.4727/37 CHF, Euro at § 1.0840/43 and GBP at $1.6187/97.

Shipping Intelligence

means lor avoiding possible Chittagnng port
Ir_“lE{;]-"kES- errors. lapses and Berth position and performance of vessels as on 16.3.99
r . - T .
al';hse firm will also recoini- Berth  Name ol vessels Cargo L port Local  Dateof Leaving
mend detailed procedures of | v call  agent arrival
performing various: functions J/1 g, State of Napalamd GTSP DARB  Angelie 22/2 17/3
of the EPB in conformity with J/2 - Vitally Kruchina Rice {P) Viza  * SMSL 22/2 19/3
the existing rules and regula- J/5 Hill Plearty Rice{lG) Bunk Ancient 15/2 22/3
tions, said a press statement Jd/4 Grigoriy Kovalchuk Urea - USTC R/A 20/3
yvesterday. /5 Steafan Gyts G Mum Cross 1/5 18/3
The contract was initialled JJ6 Sea Bailo R.Seed P Kem  Litmond 4/3 20/3
by Shaikh Wahiduzzaman. See- J/T San Pablo (Roro/24) Vehi Sing JF 13/3 16/3
retary of EPB, and Igbal J/8 Banglar Urmi Rice{G) = BSC R/A 18/3 -
Chowdhury, Chief Executive of J/9 Amrta-Vll Gl Yang Everett 10/3 17/3
M | Chowdhury & Co. J/10  Maria-G Rice(P) Viza  AMBL 1/3 21/3
The audit and consultancy J/11 Golden D Wheat(G) K Dia Lams R/A 20/3
will help the EPB identify the J/12  QC Mallard Cont Sing QCSL 9/3 16/3
errors, lapses and irregularities | J/13  Kota Singa Cont Sing Pil (BD) 11/3 18/3
that might have been commil- CCT/1 QC Pintail Cont Sing QCSL 14/3 16/3
tedd in course of quota adminis- CCT/2 Sin Hal Cont Sing RSL 10/3 18/3
tration and other certification CCT/3 Kota Berjaya Cont Sing Pil (BD) 5/3 16/5
to promote the export of ready- EM/14 Undok-1 Cement  IND USTC 5/3 16/3
made garments from Bang- RM/15 Albatross-I1 Rice(P} Kand SMSL 16/2 18/3
ladesh, it said. CClJ Sun Shine {48) Rice (P/GI) Col Sunshine 10/3 17/3
This will also help in bring- 5] Seapgul Fortune Wheat{G] K Dia Frank R/A 17/3
ing transparency in the services TSP Sun Ocean Cement Indo USTC 8/3 20/3
of the Export Promotion Bu- RM/4  Banglar Maya Repair Mong BSC 11/3 16/3
reats, the statement added. RM/5  Clarity SKO Kuwa  MSTPL 13/3 16/3
. [0 Nidia HSD/MS Sing MSTPL 12/3 17/3
Il‘an tO cut 01] sDD Banglar Rohl ~ Reapir . BSC R/A 20/3
) . DIMI/1 Tanary Star IDLE Para PSAL - -
EM/8 Sea World Repair - CCNL R/A 17/3
OUtPUt 11 llne 1:M/9  Banglar Gourab Repair = BSC R/A 2/3
< PJetty  Tug Ocean Silver-8 - -~ TLAPSL R/A -
Wlth Hﬂ.gue dea] Vessels due at outer anchorage
I‘lE!lEy}i‘RSipii}i }Eﬂ ;‘1 IE{}E]II.SHSIE;:]!I Name ol vesscls Date of Lport Local Cargo Loading
o T e , arrival call agent port
oil production in line with a de- | — : -
cision by oil-producing coun- Banglar Kakoli (48) 11/3 16/3 - BeC G =
lries to cul output by more than i Ryu Gang 19/3 - USTC Cement
two million barrels per day. Orion Glory 16/3  Kaus  Prog a
says AFP. Osong San 17/3 Inda  SSTI Cement
Oil Minister Bijan Namdar- Haci Resit I"{i_-‘l_lkii‘l.fa{l l?,.l"i} - - PSAL Cement -
Zangeneh said Tran would cut Buxmoon [Cont) 8/3 17/3 Sing QCSL Cont Sing
1ls nl]tpl.lt I'_-.'Ll!_ did nﬂt j_{ivf prE“ I.?IIHHEIHT Mont {Cﬂnt] 25;2 ]?fﬁ = H: Cﬂnl Siﬂg
cise figure for the reduction. the | Dewan-l 17/3 - AML Rice(P) :
official news agency IRNA said. Bunga Mas Enam (Cont) 8/3 17/3 PKel EOSL ContSing P.Kel.
"We believe ihis decision will Darya Ma 18/3 Cal MSA Wheat(P)/GI -
bring balance and stability | Haflna 18/3 - MHCSL Rice(G) :
back to ithe market.” he told ra- Mcghna (Cont) 2/3 18/3 Sing BI) Ship Cont Sing
dio Tehran earlier. Banglar Shikha (Cont/7/3 18/3 Sing BSC Cont Sing
He welcomed the "political | L Ping Ling 19/3 - MBL Cement -
support of the producing coun- Ultima (Cont) 11/3 18/3 Col QCSL Cont Sing
tries at all levels” for the Banga Biraj (Cont) 28/2 , 21/3 Sing BD Ship Cont Sing
agreement, and said this would | QC Teal (Cont) 3/3 1%/d  Shhg oL Cont MGL
guarantee that the cuts were State of Gujarat 19/3 : Qi G :
implemented, Acacla [Cont 11/3 19/3 Sing RSL Cont Sing
Key oil producers met in the surabaya Express (48) 11/3  19/3 Bang MBL GI (ST. Coil) -
Netherlands last week and de- Vishva Parag (48) }gﬁ Sices 553‘}:("{ {5'; B]ﬂ:'.ti{l )
e e T SCACITSS . ri . crapin 4
i Nt ol poas PR | e ) 23/3 Sing  RSL Cont  Sing
The cuts by individual pro- Makassar Express (Cont) 10/320/3 !:HI Baridhi Cont Col
ducers were not specified in the | Xpress Resolve (Cont) 14/3  20/3  Sing  RSL Cont Sing
Hague, pending further negotia- Budi Teguh (Cont) 15/3 20/3  Sing RSL Cont Sing
tions with other OPEC and non- | Giorgis 21/3  Vanc OWSL ~ Wheat (G) :
OPEC countries ahead of the Dirmgon Brani (Cont) 14/3 21/3 Sing NOL Cont Sing
cartel's ministerial conference Kaola Naga (Cont) 11/3 21/3 Sing Pil (BD) Cont Sing
on March 23 in Vienna Sea Falcon 21/3 = LEoRh wice )
‘ = Eka Lestari 21/3 - PSAL C Elinkg -
Sea Amelita 22/3 = Prog -
TDyOta AUStralla Kota Cahaya [Cont) 15/3 24/3 Sing Pil (BD) Cont glng
- Drapgon Kalimantan (Cont) 15/3 Sing NOL Cont ing
lashes out at Bharatendu (48) 14/3 26/3 - SSLL GI(ST, Coil -
Banga Birol (Cont) 15/3 27/3  Sing BDship Cont Sing
gO Vt 'u leS Tanker due 5 & — —
5 Pranedya 16 in : 7
bYDNEY‘ Mar 16: Toyota liq:-dlﬂ.urlIrlr 15/3 Tha% MBL. Ammonia
Australia on Tuesday lashed | - :
oul at government rules that al- Vessels at Kutubdia
low used-cars to be imported Name of vessels Cargo L Port Local Date of
mto Australia in low velumes call agent arrival
w_,ic.{t hc;uhﬂﬂ?lgl}?;ang to lD:E}lLPdE:— Seabulk Command - - IBS R/A(25/10)
sign and safe WS, sa : = T =
“Toyota serﬁur execu}lrrive vice Vessels at outer anchorage
president John Conomos said | - Ready on
its was estimated 18,000 such Sea Coral Rice{G) Kand USTC 17/2
vehicles will be brought into Conny CDSsO R Union Seacome 19/2
Australia this year. up from Xing Ye Rice (G) Hald MHCSL 20/2
5.000 two years ago. Chettined Tradition  Wheat (G) P Side LSC 18/2
He said it is possible Lo see Pacific Carrer Wheat{G) Suez ANCL 21/1
that flow increase to a flood You Yue Rice (G) Kand USTC 28/2
over the next year, with as Grazia CDSO arb TSL 28/2
many as 30,000 imported in Sarah-1 Rice (P) Kara SMSL 7/3
2000. United Wheat (G) Darb ANCL 3/3
Conomos said by definition ESCO Virgo 4 Bang Rainbow 2/3
these cars are unsafe because ESCO Argo (48 a Jaka Prog 11/3
they do not comply with all lo- Abuja (Cont} Conl Col Baridhi 11/3
cal design and safety regula- Nand Rati Wheat (P) Sing AASS 10/3
tions. AA Venture Rice(P) Kara CLA 11/3
He said it is also unfair to lo- Ocean Reyna a Yang Everett 12/3
cal new car importers, who are Trinumph Hong Kong (48) Gl Sing RML 14/3

forced to spend millions of dol-
lars to ensure new models are
acceptable under Australian
laws.

The above are shipping position and performance of vessels of
Chittagong Port as per berthing sheet of CPA supplied by HRC
Group, Dhaka.



