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THERE is a fracas over the
evidently discourtieous
treatment (hat the
Bangladeshi Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina recentl
received at the Calcutta Boo
Fair, an Indian national and
indeed a big%;&r regional event
on its own right. The organizers
of the book exhibition deeply
disappointed the visiting
Bangladeshis when their Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina was
formally introduced in the
gathering as the Mukhaya
Mantri ([chief minister) of
Bangladesh, a designation re-
served for the Indian provincial
head of the government. Even
her name was incorrectly cited!
Such an episode could be ig-
nored as a gool (FM Hasina
later told reporters that the or-

anizers ol the hook exhibition

ad personally apologized 1o
her). but that was not the last of
the insensitivity in that signif-
icant occurrence, One of the
same [air-organizers said that
the "two Bengals” were bound by
inseparable bonds without
qualifying that Bangladesh was
not just another Bengal, but a
separate. independent and
sovereign nation,

In his opening speech at the
Book Fair. Poet Shamsur Rah-
man is known to have modified
the organizer-speaker by
adding that despite many simi-
larities, the "two Bengals" were
different. which, owever,
should not deter the mutual co-
operation and friendship. But
the Calcutta press did not pub-
lish that qua]i(t}ring part of his
speech. according to one ob-
SEerver,

Those two episodes and re-
peated patronizing manifesta-
tions display a strange drift, a
combination of neglect, arro-
gance, disrespect and a commu-
nal undercurrent that has swept
the West Bengali political and
intellectual elite, But this is
only the Lip of the iceberg that is
%rf:t to thaw, it's also a IE%EC}?
rom the past that is dying hard
in West Bengal! At the heart of
the Calcutta-based influential
community's disparaging atti-
tude to Bangladesh, there are
aeemin%\{ irreconcilable para-
doxes. They are less than en-
thusiastic to show the deserving
recognition for Bangladesh as
an independent and a separate

nation-state, but they sléﬂuf_ld
also know that Bangladesh,

since separated from Pakistan,
has not demonstrated any de-
sire to join West Bengal, and be-
coming a part of India.

In the eyes of the main-
stream West Bengali intelli-
gentsia, Bangladesh, a Muslim
majority mnation, was little
more than a continuation of
East Pakistan with a different
nomenclature. and much of
their anger is still attributed to
the earlier 1947 division of

Bengal, deeply embedded in -

their mindset! For them, to-
day's Bangladesh, backed by
Muslim separatism, was

Calcutta Book Fair and West Ben

by M Rashjd}lzzaman

The historical reality that Bangladesh is now a separate and sovereign state, through
the momentous develop-ments of both 1971 and earlier in 1 947, deserves a genuine
recognition and mutual respect before a lasting and friendly understanding between

West Bengal and Bangladesh can work.

planted in history much earlier
than 1971! For those Hindus
who fled the country in fear and
under very exceptional circum-
stances, after the partition,
Bangladesh is still remembered
as an exotic land. [ull of trees,
golden paddy lields, meander-
ing rivers. abundaint fruits and
vegelables, and pristine ponds
and lakes brimming with fish.
So many non-fiction books,
novels, essays, short stories
and poems conjured the "Golden
Bengal" and decried the parti-
tion of Bengal, and lamented
the "ethnic cleansing” that they
allegedly suffered since then.

The emotion-filled narra-
tives, the free floating accusa-
tions, hidden assumptions and
somelimes the appalling indif-
ference towards Bangladesh
have littered the intellectual
landscape of West Bengal since
1947, They have also shaped the
political twist and reckless
inattention that is under review
here. Partly driven by the lit-
erary conjurimg, a segment ol
the West Bengali writers occa-
sionally fanaticized to unravel
the Bangladesh sovereignty. In-
deed. one such anti-parfition
imagination expressed in a
poem (Teler Shishi Bangla
Bale...) by Annada Shankar Roy
came under fire recently, The
poet himself reportedly recited
it at a Calcutta poetry confer-
ence of the poets from the "two
Bengals" in 1998 December. One
of the participants at that meet-
ing wrote that the poet dis-
missed the political barriers
between Bangladesh and India
as an artificial separation. Mr.
Roy’s poem was by no means a
literary feast 1o the
Bangladeshis, and his alleged
comment, if true, betrayed an
intellectual arrogance and the
worst form of political insensi-
tivity. More importantly, this
was not a voice from the "lu-
natic fringe" but he represented
the literary gems of West Ben-
gal,

The Bangladesh interna-
tional borders since 1971 are
the same as that came out of the
1947 partition. hence the poet's
public recitation of that poem
or his presumed personal ob-
servation became an aspersion
on Bangladeshi territorial
sovereignly that deserved a
diplomatic protest which, ac-
cording to available reports,
was not made. Sometimes, the
West Bengali intelligentsia un-
loads its rage deliberately or
through the burst of ipnorance,
intransigence or mscnsitivity
as they recently did i Coaleutia,
but such feeling is intused more

deftly through the prolific lit-
erary surge for which there is
an audience both in West Bengal
and Bangladesh.

Bengal's political history, a
fascination of many Calcutta
writers, features amply in nu-
merous fictional narratives. I
like reading Sunil Gangopad-
hai(a's historical fictions, but,
unless [ am mistaken, I cannot
help deteciing a subtle ac-
cusatory tone when he narrates
the united Bengal's history of
Hindu-Muslim relations al-
though I don't perceive him as a
rabidly anti-Muslim story-
teller. For example, when he
writes about the Communal
Award in his Purba Paschim,
Vol. 1. he conveys an unexam-
ined presupposition that it un-
fairly benefited the Muslims
over the Hindus, which resulied
in Muslim majority in the for-
mer Bengal legislature after the
1937 elections. To him, it was
designed to teach the caste Hin-
dus a "lesson” by the British for
spearheading the Indian inde-
pendence agitation. But he ig-
nores that the so-called Com-
munal Award, which dis-
tributed the provincial legisla-
tive seats to different reli-
gious/ethnic communities, was
not the sudden and one-sided
concession by the British. An
outcome of negotiations
through the Round Table Con-
ferences, the Muslims deserved
the legislative majority by
virtue of their demographic
strenf{th. which was nol ac-
knowledged during the earlier
1919 constitutional reforms
that first created the quasi-par-
liamentary institutions in the
British Indian provinces. Also
the casle Hindus were nol alone
in the freedom movement, the
lower caste Hindus, the Mus-
lims and other religious mi-
norites were also active in the
anti-British campaign.

In numerous such fictional
accounts, it is the Muslims who
are, directly or indirectly, por-
trayed as tEe sole perpetrators
ol violence and expropriators of
the Hindu jobs. land. business
and properties in what is now
Bangladesh, The invariable
message in mwany such works is
that the British Raj favoured
the Muslims fo balance the
Hindu nationalists, and gives
an impression that it was the
Muslim communalism, fanned
by the colonial masters, that
divided Bengal in 1947. Actu-
ally. that is a questionable alle-
gation, and even some profes-
sional historians have  ad-
vanced such tainted narratives,
But T am aware of a lew West

Bengali scholars, who did not
make the Muslims the sole
‘culprit” of the 1947 religious
division: however, outside the
serious academic domains, th

don't appear in the flourishing
popular literature in Calcutta.

As a contrast, the contempo-
rary Bangladeshi intellectuals
rarely wailed and whined about
the sufferings of the Indian
Muslims, including those from
West Bengal, who fled to what
was then East Pakistan, to es-
cape the heat of communalism
in West Bengal and other parts
of India.

The plight of the so-called
Biharis seldom attracted the
literary imagination of the
Bangladeshi writers {even be-
tore 1971). Few established
Bangladeshi authors, in their
receut short stories, novels, po-
ems and essays deliberately
blamed the oppressive (Hindu)
landlords, the biased politi-
cians and the exploitative mon-
evienders for their uncon-
scionable treatment of the
Muslim peasantry. Some
Bangladeshi secular thinkers
are considered to be the local
validators of what the West
Bengali intellectuals thought of
the Bangladesh history and
identity. Still, Bangladesh has
demonstrated a spirit of a his-
torical as well as literary reex-
amnination that does not seem
to be happening in West Bengal.,
at least not in their imagina-
tion of Bangladesh. Bangladesh

has its own share of religious
fundamentalism and political
Islam. but they were not so
prominent in the mainstream
intellectual establishments.
The influential Bangladeshi
intellectuals generally carry
the reputation of looking upon
Calcutta as the cultural Mecca.
and the mutual exchanges and
meelings between Calcutta and
Dhaka writers, artists, singers
and musicians have increased
significantly. Hall a century
after India’s division, the Cal-
cutta-based lingering pejora-
tion of the 1947 Bengal parti-
tion, sustained through
Bangladesh that broke away
from Pakistan, is confounding,
Bangladesh has been unable to
resolve the rancorous encounter

with its own history and
identity (that | examined in The
Daily Star recently), and

indirectly, the West Bengali cal-
lousriess to Bangladesh is the
outcome of that acrimony,

Ms Taslimia Nasreen, a con-

troversial feminist writer was
CAan emlnarrassinenl even to
many hiberals i Baneladesh,

FOCUS=
gali Intellectual Elite

but her book Lajja. with no
great literary distinction, did
not move off the best seller list
for months in Calcutta, Sadly.
the work was a bonanza for the
communal forces in West Ben-
gal and other parts of India
with the BJP being its principal
backer. It was the "geopolitics"
ol the book Lajja that made a
debatable writing so well
known. much of the interna-
tional publicity of its contro-
versial writer came via Cal-
cutia,

She received the Ananda
prize from the Ananda Bazar
Patrika. a popular Calcutta
Bengali daily newspaper. From
1958 to 1994, no other
Bangladeshi author or book
had previously received that
award. Many Bangladeshis be-
lieved that the award to
Taslima Nasreen was politi-
cally motivated, and it was
considered a calculated insult
to the Bangladeshi litterateurs
who usually had profound re-
spect for the Calcutta litera
circle. It was a pity that the West

Bengali intellectuals, with a few .

honorable exceptions, used a
contestable fiction to prove the

charges ol unhindered commu- -

nalism in Bangladesh,

Some of the intellectuals
from Calcutta were unhappy
when the first Banﬁladesh Con-
stitution declared that the
Bangladeshi citizens would be
identified as Bangalees. | con-
sider this an extension of the
old ambivalence over the Ben-
gali Muslim identity. Curj-
ously. the Muslim aristocracy
ts connected with geography
since the Muslim aristocrats in
Bengal often claimed to have
come from outside.

But the Bengali Hindu
bhadralok, in general, also did
not quite consider the Bengali
Muslims as real Bangalees: they
were miore looked upon as Mus-
lims, purportedly the outsiders!
Nirad Chaudhuri, the celebrated
Bengali writer, in his
Autobiography, has recorded
the arrogant (Hindu) contempt
for the Muslims and a deep-
seated hostility towards them.
We can link the on-going re-
criminatory narratives of nu-
merous West Bengali writers to
their predecessors like Bankim
Chatterjee for their anti-Mus-
lim contortion and the convo-
luted contempt for the Muslims
that characterized some of their
famous novels. Few of the great
Bengali classics (written by the
Hindu writers) ever depicted the
Muslims and their way of life as
the pivot of their narratives.

The historical reality that
Bangladesh is now a separate
and sovereign state, through the
momentous developments of
both 1971 and earlier in 1947,
deserves a genuine recognition
and mutual respect before a
lasting and friendly under-
standing between West Bengal
and Bangladesh can work.

The author writes ~ from
Glasshoro Newe Jersey, USA,
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by M Ashraf Ali

Child Labour in Garment InEl_ustry

Apparently, the issue of child labour is delicate. It has both national and international
dimensions. The loud criticism of garment manufacturing units by human rights
activists in this country and the various pressure groups like the CLC in the USA have
to be taken into consideration for adoption of corrective measures.

HE issue of child labour’
has now received the

atlention of the people in
the world. It took centuries,
before it could draw the
attention of the people in
general and the powers that be
in different continents in par-
ticular. It {s in 1990 that the
UNICEF organised the World
Summit for Children and
adopted the Convention on the
Rights of the Child. As many as
71 Heads of State and Govern-
ment and 88 senior officials,
mostly at the ministerial level.
attended the world summit on
September 29-30, 1990 and
adopted a Declaration on the
Survival, Protection and De-
velopment of Children and a
Plan of Action for implement-
ing the Declaration in the
1990's. May be one will see a dif-
ferent wurl}:.l by the turn of the
century, when the Plan of Ac-
tion will fully be implemented
and the rights of child will be
tully safeguarded.

With the industrial revolu-
tion, the relation between
worker and his work place has
been spelt out in the form of
jobs — with skill requirement.
The subject of work became a
matter of concern for those also
in management. The current
spale ol references to skills,
productivity, management and
the like in preference to tradi-
tional avocations is largely an
outcome of the changes that
took place over the past century
or so. The current move to pre-
scribe age-limit within which
one may be considered suitable
for a given job is quite innova-
tive and normative.

In the World Declaration on
the Survival, Protection and
Development of Children
acdopted on September 30, 1990
in New York different dimen-
sions ol the work including the
challenge, the opportunity, the
task and the commitment were
spelt out in clear terms. This
declaration envisaged that all
will act together "for pro-
grammes that reduce illiteracy
and provide educational oppor-
tunities for all children irre-
spective of their background
and gender, that prepare chil-
dren for productive employ-
ment and life-long learning,
opportunities; i.e. through vo-
cational training; and that en-
able children to grow to adult-
hood within a supportive and
nurturing cultural and social
context.”

[t was preceded by the adop-
tiort of the convention on the
Rights ol the Child in the Gen-
eral Assembly on (ke UN on
November 20, 1989, A child ac-

Contempt Petition against PM:Full Te

In the supreme Courl of Bangladesh Appellate Division

Presetil;

Mr Justice ATM Afzal. Chiefl Justice

Mr Justice Mustala Kamal

Mr Justice Latilur Rahman

Mr Justice Bimalendu Bikash Roy Choudhury

Mr Justice AM Mahmudur Rahman

An application of Mr Hahibul Islam Bhuivan. President.
Supreme Court Bar Association.

Mr Mahmudul Islam, Attorney General of Bangladesh.

Date of Hearing: 17th February, 1999,

JUDGEMENT

ATM AFZAL, CJ: By an application dated Ist February, 1999,
Mr Habibul Islam Bhuiyan. Senior Advocate and President of
the Supreme Court Bar Association declaring himsell [urther as
an officer of this Court brought to my notice certain statements
published in the daily 'Dinkal’ and daily 'Sangram' of 30 Jan-
uary, 1999 which were alleged to have been made by Sheikh
Hasina Wazed, the Hon'ble Prime Minister, at a Press Confer-
ence held in the Gana Bhaban on 29 January, 1999 on her re-
turn from India.

It has been alleged in the application, inter alia. that the said
statements clearly amount to contempt of Court of the highest
degree because sﬁe knew well that such statements will create
doubt in the public mind about the integrity and wisdom of the
learned Judges of the Supreme Courtl and of the Hon'ble Chief
Justice ol Bangladesh and yet she made such false statements
consciously lowering the high image and unimpeachable in-
tegrity and wisdom of the learned J udlges of the Supreme Court
and of the Chief Justice of Bangladesh in the estimation of the
public at large. The petitioner prayed for drawing up of an ap-
Kﬂmpriate proceeding for contempt of Court against the Prime

inister.

The application was listed for hearing in Court on 3rd
February, 1999 with notice to the learned Attorney General.

During hearing the alleged offensive portion in the state-
ment of the Prime Minister was pointed out by the petitioner
and marked by us as follows.

Daily 'Dinkal'
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Daily 'Sangram'’ .
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At the hearing the reports as published (on the aforesaid sub-
ject) in several other newspapers, namely, Daily Janakantha,
Pratham Alo, Banglar Bani, Sangbad, Muktakantha, The New
Nation were also cited before us. It appears that, in none of the
newspapers except the Dinkal' and 'Sangram' the alleged com-
ments respectively— 451 w46 218 A 7§ TFowg T, c@d Loz ab

¥ do not find place. However, in Sangbad it has been put

in this manner %3 &ify= ) (TB1E &%) Similarly except
Sangram, no other newspaper report mentioned .. IeHE
WAL 47 &Y A (@04 (NE 49 FWEA @ . What appears 1o be
the common feature. however, is that the Prime Minister
allegedly said that in two days (25 and 26 August, 1998) the High
Court (apparently she meant a Bench of the High Court
Division} had granted bail in 1200 cases and when the attention
of the Chief Justice was drawn to it, he only changed the Bench
but did not take any other steps had be taken step, people would
not have any doubt about the judiciary.

We have had experience that unfortunately it is difficult to

plwavs relv upon newspaper reports in our country. In the in-
stant cise, e ditficudty s no less but more because the reports
were e on the basis ol extempore remarks of the Prime Min-
1ster, We have been attlormed by the learned Attorney General
that there is cassctle record of the prepared statement of the

Prime Minister which shie had made in the Press Conference but
there is ne record of her oll-hand remarks made in answer to
the questions put by the Journalists.

The impugned remarks of the Prime Minister as to granti{lg
of bail in 1200 cases in two days have a background and that is,
that in the months of September/October, 1998, there were
some reports/comments published in some newspapers about
granting ol bail allegedly in a large number of cases by a Bench
of the High Court Division in two days (26 and 27 August, 1998)
on the eve of the annual jong vacation of the Court. We were

uite surprised to see from the impugned statement coming as it
does [romm no less a person than the Prime Minister of the
country that a Bench had disposed of 1200 cases, may be mo-
tons for bail, in two days which, if one is aware of the function-
ing ol the High Court Division, is althost physically impossible,
Il the Judges had thal rate of disposal, there would not have
been any backlog in Courts. We have for our satisfaction
checked up and found that on the aforesaid {wo dates the total
number of motions in which Rule and bail were granted by the
Bench concerned was (83+72) 155 and the number of persons
released on ad-interim bail was (219+148) 367.

In the circumstances we thoughl it appropriate to ask for a
sltatement from the Prime Minister on the impugned reports
attributed Lo her belore proceeding any further and requested
the learned Attorney General accordingly. On the adjourned
date, a signed stalement of the Prime Minister has been made
over to us which reads as follows: )
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2472, "When the hate campaign was building, the Law Minister
and the Attorney General met the helpless Chief Justice almost
daily, reportedly trying to influence the latter." (Weekly Hﬂli‘fiﬂ}'
of 6-11-1998, page 1, Caption: "Supreme Court under clouds"” by
AkbLar Imam) % ferme St 923g9 a7 Sy shieg w9mE a9
T2rellh Renn 9l @ g adifess 1519 7939 (77 7| GNTR 4TEA
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The Prime Minister has mentioned newspaper reports as her

source for the figure of 1200 cases although the name or names

xt of Judgement

of the Newspapers have not been mentioned. However, it is quite
likely that she might have seen such ligures in the newspapets.
But after all, she is the Prime Minister of the country and was
making cornment on the performance of a superior Court before
the Press. She should have taken more care and caution before
giving out any fact or figure and not nierely rely upon newspa-
per report which arguably is not often the whole or holy truth. Ii
upon oblaining correct figures. she had telt even then that bail
was being granted in too many cases and expressed her opinion
accordingly we would have nothing to say because as the Chief
Executive she was entitled to have her own views in the matter
having regard to the law and order situation which is the con-
cern of the Executive, The Court is accustomed to such executive
chagrin in matters like this. .

Again there is nothing wrong on the part of the Executive to
bring any inatler to the notice ol the Chiefl Justice re%ardm a
Court's performance and grievance, i any, entertained by it. But
nothing can be more embarrassing if the Chiel Executive
chooses to speak to the Press involving the Chief Justice be-
cause the Chief Justice, unlike her, cannot readily take to the
Press for giving a reply and further the people may get a wrong
impression which is not at all desirable.

It is entirely for the Chiefl Justice to decide about the consti-
tution or re-constitution of a Bench of the High Court Division.
Nobody has a say in the mattler nor it is done at anybody's be-
hest. It is exclusively a preserve of the Chief Justice and depen-
dent on his personal judgement. How embarrassing the obser-
vation of the Primme Minister in the present case was can be
imagined if she had only taken care to know the correct facts.
The constitution of the Bench concerned (allocation of busi-
ness) was changed by the Chief Justice long before the issue of
granting bail came to be discussed in the Press and the decision
was taken even before 26 August, 1998. The records will bear
this out. The remarks of the Prime Minister, however, give the
impression Lhat the constitution of the Bench was changed at
the instance of the Government which is not correct.

The Chief Justice has lelt extremely uneasy over the remarks
made in respect of him, for. the cannot give a public reply nor he
is obliged to juslii}' or explain to he Executive any matter
falling within the domain of his administration. In deciding,
however, whether the facts before us call for drawing up of a
proceeding for contempt we have decided to opt for discretion
kKeeping in view the celebrated dictum of Lord Atkin (Andre Paul
Vs Altorniey General, AIR 1936 PC 141) which has always been a
guiding principle with this Court. Said Lord Atkin:

........................... The path ol criticism is a public way: the
wrongheaded are permitted to err therein: provided that mem-
bers of the public abstain from imputing improper motives to
those taking part in the administration of justice, and are gen-
uinely exercising a right of criticism and not acting in malice or
attempting to impair the administration of justice, they are
immune. Justice is not a cloistered virtue: she must be allowed
to suffer the scrutiny and respectful even though outspoken
comments of erdinary men.

Before parting it is to be observed that the Court expected
more circumspection, understanding, discretion and judgement
on the part nfpthe Prime Minister because of the high office she
holds in making off-hand remarks in respect of constitutional
functionaries which have been alleged to be contumacious.

For the reasons, however, the application is disposed of with
the ohservations as above.

Sd/- ATM Afzal, C.J
5d/- Mustafa Kamal, J.
5d/- Latifur Rahmnan, J.
The 4th March, 1999 Sd/- B B Roy Choudhury, J.
5d/- A M Mahmudur Rahman, J:_
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cording to Article 1 of the Con-
vention is one below the age of
18. Since the adoption. substan-
tive actions have been taken by
UN agencies, national govern-
ments and even trade unions
and NGOs for protecting the
rights and interests of children
in general and child labour in
particular.

Interestingly, the definition
of child as per age appears to be
diverse. One remaining below
the age of 18 is a child as per the
UN Convention on the Rights of
the Child, 1989, while the laws
in different countries set the age
limit to 14 or 15 years or less as
per provisions of enactments.
Even in the same country the
connotation is different vis-a-
vis the age of entry into wage-
employment. As per the Facto-
ries Act of 1965, one attaining
the age of 14 may qualify for
employment in different estah-
lishments subject to some con-
ditions. The Tea Plantation
Workers Ordinance of 1962 has
an enabling clause, whereby a
child attaining 12 years of age
may also join wage employ-
ment. More details may need at-
tention for making any as-

sessment.

The otherwise agro-based
economy of Bangladesh has en-
tered into a phase of develop-
ment where industry is expected
to contribute more and more to
the GDP. And industry has a
tradition of using locaily avail-
able raw materials like raw
jute, sugar cane, tobacco and
tea-leaves etc. More of indus-
tries could be set up for process-
Ing grains and ftruits both for
local and foreign markets. De-
spite such a prospect, en-
trepreneurs in this country
have come out of the traditional
sectors and gone for export ori-
ented industries. And garment
manufacturing has become a
veritable subsector in the in-
dustrial scene. Some two thou-
sand units of garment manufac-
turing plants have since been
set up in the country. The ma-
jority of them are in the capital
Dhaka and the Fort cit}y of Chit-
tagong. Some of them have gone
to other neighbouring
having infra-structure facilities
including the assured supply of
electricity needed for indusfrial
production. The total
emplt:?rment in these garment
manuiacturing plants are over
one million, of whom according
to a source, some sixty thou-
sand fall in the category of
child labour.

The figure of child labour in
garment manufacturing units
lias become debatable and that
due to the fact that none of them
can show their birth certifi-
cates as a proof a age. In the ab-
sence of such a survey one may
go with the views of some trade
union leaders and state that
over fifty thousand of the work-
ers in garment manufacturing
units fall in the category. The
employers are, however, found
telling that very few children
below the age of 14 are employed
and such child workers are

towns

found coming to the work
places with their mothers and
sisters and do sone peripheral
work that does not require
much of skill and in exchange
of some food and remuneration,
And, as reported in the press,
employers suggest that the

have already retrenched a bul

of the child workers and the
rest will be sorted out by Octo-
ber 31, 1995. In the process, em-
ployers have set up schools for
retrenchied child workers who
will be rehabilitated after
proper education and voca-
tional training. In view of pre-
vailing poverty both employ-
ment and rehabilitation of re-
trenched workers have become
difficull in this country.

It may be worthwhile to ex-
amine the problem of child
labour in the country, and that
for averting any crisis and for
ensuring absorption of child
labour retrenched from gar-
ment manufacturing units to
other fields of activities. The
direction for such corrective
measures has been set not only
by the well-ineaning among the
owners of garment manufactur-
ing units but by official agen-
cies, NGOs and even UN agen-
f[iffl'jlﬁ like the UNICEF and the

On the top of all, the provi-
sions of law have to be entorced
by official agencies like the De-
partment of Labour and the Of-
lice of the Chief Inspector of
Factories and Establishments.
The current deliciencies of
these official agencies have to
be removed by putling in more
funding resources, manpower
and other facilities., These
agencies should work in collab-
oration with employers' and
workers' organizations in the
garment manufacturing sector,
Necessary arrangements should

- be made for tripartite consulta-

tion and united activities
needed for handling the sensi-
tive child labour issue. The pro-
cess of unionization and bilat-
eral discussions should also be

taken to its logical end of the
rights and interests of the em-
ployed are Lo be protected,
Though it is a new dimension of
work, rehabilitation of re-
trenched child labour is all the
important. .

Apparently, the issue of
chilcFFahnur is delicate. 1 has
both national and interna-
tional dimensions. The loud
criticisin of garment manufac-
turing units by human rights
activists in this country and the
various pressure grovips like the
CLC in the USA NHave to be taken
into consideration lor adoption
ol corrective measures. In the
process, the inlernational in-
puts like the funding and tech-
nical assistance from the
UNICEF. the ILO and other
multilateral agencies have to be
neatly utilized for bringing
about necessary changes in the
employment scene in the coun-
try. The support from the IPEC
programme ol the ILO should
also be used for the purpose,

Cosovo: Deadlines Come and
Go, the Problem Remains

by Dr M Zakir Husain

HE Rambouillet negotia-

tions did not produce an

agreement either on politi-
cal proposals or on deployment
of peace-keepers under NATO.
Two deadlines have come and
gone. Deadline (at gunpnint]
diplomacy has failed. In the
process NATO credibility has
been damaged and the Kosovo
conflict has perhaps taken a
turn for the worse. Going by the
mood of Belgrade, yet another

military drive into Kosovo may

be imminent. That will kill the
climate of negotiation and
harden the position of the
Rosovo Liberation Army and
ethnic Albanians of Kosovo.

Predictably, there will be
more flexing of NATO military
muscle which is already ih fa-
tigue. The non-activation of two
uitimatums must have con-
vinced Belgrade of the deep in-
ertia within NATO and division
within the Contact Group itself.
S50 the familiar cycle of mili-
tary expedition by Belgrade,
reprisals by KLA, and fleeing
refugees will remain unbroken.
That is a bleak scenario: op-
tions before NATO and Contact
Group will be even more lim-
ited.

Yet, what are the historical
facts? People of Kosovo had
long ago been promised auton-
omy by Belgrade, That promise
was broken; instead repression
was unleashed on Kosovo. The
broken pledge and cycle of bru-
tal atrocities turned the KLA
more belligerent which em-
braced complete independence
as the goal. The KLA and the
Kosovar civilians remember
how Slovenia, Croatia, and
Macedonia became independent
Republics having broken away

from Yugoslavia, The will ot
those people was recognised.
Kosovars also witnessed how
Dayton Agreement produced a
makeshift peace under an
anomalous political arrange-
ment ol quasi-independence for
Bosnia-Herzegovina. In these
perspectives, the cry for inde-
pendence by Kosovars would
seem to be a matural historieal
consequernce and totally legiti-
mate.

But the West is nol ready to
recognise or accept what they
had accepted for Slovenia and
Croatia. The standard mean-
while changed: Kosovars are
not Slovenians or Croats: and
the West do not want to see fur-
ther breaking up of Yugoslavia.,
All of this is understandable.
but does it conform to recent
history in the Balkans and
Eastern Europe itself? Does it
fulfil the obligations of the in-
ternational community?

The Contact Group and
NATO have so far succeeded to
confirm the futility of any fur-
ther negotiations. While that
may sound uncharitable, it
nevertheless is a fact so far.
Given the precedents in the
Balkans, and events in Kosovo,
can anyone doubt the in-
evitability of independence of
Kosovo? The US knows it in
heart; Europe fears it and
wishes to procastrinate; Bel-
grade believes it can extermi-
nate KLA and the Albanians as
well,

What the international
commmunity will do to bring en-
during peace to the troubled
Balkans other than to guaran-
tee the people of Kosovo their
right of sell-determination?

by Jim Davis
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