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6 top police
officers
sent into

retirement

By Staff Correspondent

S5ix senior police offivers
who had come from the Army
were senl into retirement yes-
terday, Home Ministry sources
said.

Among the retired. four were
holding the rank of additional
inspectors genecral and (wo
deputy inspectors general ol po-
lice,

The additional 1Gs who have
been retired are Shahidul Islam
Chowdhury. Chairman ol the
BIWTC. Wahidul Huq, Director
General of Immigration and
Passport, N Hussain. Chair-

man, BRTA, Shohidul Hag,
D50 in the Establishment
Minmistry,

The two DIGs who have been
given retirement are Osman Al
Khan, OSD. Establishment
Ministry and Rafiqul Alam. in
the Police Headquarters.

All the six oiticials given re
tirement were absorbed in the
police lrom Bangladesh Arnuy
mostly during the Ziaur Rah-
mar regime, according to UNEB.

Some 23 former army offi-
cers had been absorbed as police
officers at different times. A
total ol 18 of them were sent on
retiremnent, mceluding 12 during
the tenure of present govern
nient.

Al present, only two ex-arniy
officers are in police force. They
are additional 1G Mahmud Al
Farid and Maodabbir Hossain
Chowdhury. Three had retired
i normal process.

No hartal 1f
govl agrees

to demands,
says Khaleda

By Statt Correspondent

Leader of thie Opposition in
Parliament Begum Khaleda Zia
yesterday said her party is
against hartal and will not sup-
port il m future,

BNP was lorced to hartal for
few days to protest the govern-
merit s partisan and undemo
cratic polictes amnd activitics.
sne old a Worla Bank delega-
tion al her 29 Minto Road offi-
cial residence yesterday.,

The lormer Premier said:
The planned hartals might not
be needed if the government
shiows sincerity and agrees (o
the BNP demands.”

A three-iieinhor WB team led
by its vice president Joseph
Stighlitz had a 45-minute dis-
cussion with the oppositiog
leader and top ranking BNP
ledaders: on varions mporti!
issues, including country's eco
o condition and hartal,

Briefing newsmen, Begum
Zia's advisor M M Rezaul Karim
admitted that the hartal issue
wis disciissed. bul he refused Lo
elalviate the views o]l WB offi-
caads,
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2 killed as bomb goes

off in MP's house

SYLHET. Mar 15: Two per-
sons were Killed and another
was critically injured in a bomb
blast in the house of a ruling
party MF at Chhatak in
Sunamganj district this after-
raonl.

The “incident took place
while bombs were being pre-
pared on the lirst floor of the

" lwo-storey house, local sources

saicd. One of the dead was identi-
lied as Abul Kalam Babul, 35, a
iiember of thana Awamni
League. The identity of the other
could not be known immedi-
ately. The injured, Abul Lais
Chowdhury who 1s a cousin of
Ll Awami League MP, Muhibur
Rahman Manik, was admitied

From Staft Correspondent

lo Sylhet MAG Osmani Medical
College Hospital. The MP was
staying in the capital,

Babul, hailing from Sylhet,
used lo stay in L%;E MF's house
and was involved with business
lor a long time. the sources
added.

According to police and local
people,-a huge sound was heard
at the thana headquarters at
around 3:45 pm. Soon after, a
]JD“E{‘ team rushed to the MP's
1wuse at the Hospital Road,
Three rooms were badly dam-
aged in the blast. There was a

hole on the floor. The grill of

the veranda and a window were
Ilown away. The bodies were
seen lying on Lhe floor.

Elder brother of the MP M-
Jibur Rahman, who lives on the
ground floor, said, "l was in the
toilel when the incident took
place and | eanie out hurriedly
after hearing a huge sound.’l
saw huge black smoke at ihe
time. Bul I don't know anything
about the explosion.”

somebody I[rom outside
might have thrown the power-
lul bomb mmto the house or it
might have been placed in the
house sometime before the in-
cident. Mujibur said.

The Deputy Commissioner
and the Police Super of Sunam-
ganj wnas staving at the house
cordoried by police. Both ol
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Charges framed against I?Iélsafgaffaggﬁﬂ
SES, First Capital Chair’ today
and four directors SRS

By M Shamsur Rahman

Two companies and their
four directors have been
charged with mianipulating the
country's share markel in 1996,

The Third Additional
Metropolitan Sessions Court
vesterday itramed char
adainst SES Company Lid and
First Capilal Securities Lid.

The charges were also
pronght against Runa Alam and
Sabet Sichligue. both directors
ol SES Company Lid, and
Rizwan Bin Farouk and MKM
Mohiuddin. both of First Capi
tal Securities Ltd, for manipu-
lating the share market during
the period from July to Decemn-
ber in 1996, through false for-
cign Delivery Versus Payvment
[DVP).

“During the period, vou have
artificially induced the share
prices violating laws. You have
also applied fraudulent means
ta manipulate the market,”
hudge Mnllah Mustala Kamal
read out the charge,,

The accused, on being asked
by the judie, denied the charges,
The judge said trial would be
held as they all pleaded not
guilty,

The prosecution argued (hat
the delivery versus payment
wias used as a "weapon” o influ-
crice Lthe share prices,

"The people on the streets
were deeceived as these transac:
bions were [ietitious and never
took place, The transactions
were recorded on the DSE trad
ing sheet and the people on the
streets had no way of knowing
Lhese artificial transactions,
The price index kept on leaping
hased on these artificial trons

ges

actionns.

The rise lured many to in-
vist in stocks of diflerent cori-
panies whose prices were hit-
ting new highs evervday and as
nmany as 2.5 crore people lost
their savings by invesling in
Lthe market.” prosecuiion
lawyer Sved Hyvder Ali said,

Alter hearing argumenls of
both sides, the court framed
charges against the accused.
The hearing on charge framing
against Chittagong Cement
Clinker and its directors could
not bHe heard as two of the ac-
citsed were out ol the country.,

speciinl Public Proseculors
Dr A s M Al Syed Rezaur
Rahman amd Sved lyder Al
represeited the prosecution
while A Malek appeared for
SkS Company and Hannan Arifl
for First Capital Securities.

Arguments on charge fram-
ing against lmilaz Hossain &

- Company and Securities Cen

sultants Ltd would begin today
while those against Rupon Oil
and Feed Ltd on March 18,

The court is expected to re-
sume hearing today on charge
[raming against Beximco
Pharmaceuticals, Shinepukur
Holdings and Doha Securities.
On Sunday, the court partially
heard arguments o1
Shinepukur Heldings when the
prosccution opened two other
cases al the same time.

The defence. however, filed
an application with the
Metropolitan Sessions Judge on
Thursday last seeking transfor
of the eases 1o e Second Addi-
tiorial Metrupolitan Sessions

oty ol K LYY Y

Dal (JCD) has called a strike on
Dhaka University campus lo
protest the visit of Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina today,

The rime minister is
schicduled to visil the university
today to inaugurate the
"Bangabandhu Chair” in the
Department of History.

“All the academic and ad-
ministrative activities ol the
university will remain open as
usual.” DU Vice-chancellor Prof
AK Azad Chowdhury told The
Draily Star.

"Nothing has happened to
suspend the activities or close
the tuaversity,” the VC said

See Page 12 Col 3

Ratiqg was sacked
for speaking
truth, says
Khaleda

BNP Chairperson Khaleda

- Fan voeSterdry sl toren e ey

Minister Maj (retd) Rafiqul ids- | &l

lam, Bir Uttam, was sacked for
speaking the truth. reports
UNE.

‘Major Rafiq was removed
Irom the Home Ministry as he
told that the Jessore killing re-
sulted from grenade explosions
and such explosives are only
possessed by army,” she said.

Khaleda Zia was exchanging
views with DCCI delegation al
her 29 Minto Road official res
dence i the evening,

Aboul the allegation that the
lorimer Home Minister and the
Police Super ol Jessore did not
discharge their duties properly.
the opposition leader asked:

See Page )2 nr3
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First Asian Test Championship

Pakistan lift trophy in style

By Al-Amin

The curtain of the cricket
cartival that travelled dcross
Ll sub-continent for the last
tiie month fell at Dhaka yes-
terday with Pakistan winniny
the lirst ever Asian Test Cham-
pionship ina most convincing
tashion, defeating Sri Lanka in
the linal by an innings and 175
FLITIS,

Quite fitlingly. Wasim
Akram, the most enterprising
icon i the three-nation meet
wilth hal-tricks ol wickels in
back-to-back Tests, held alall
the crystal trophy on a wonder-
ful afternoon at the Banga-
bandhu National Stadium after
his highly motivated side out
classed the islanders in every
department of the game. '

The predictable Pakistan

victory was stamped at Lhe
siroke of the lea break on the

lourth day when Sri Lanka, re-

suning their second innings on
nine for three, lost their last
batsman with the scoreboard
reading 188,

Sri Lanka. who scored 231 in
the first innings, needed an-
other 354 runs at Lhe beginning
of the lourth day to eclipse the
mammalh Pakistan first in

nings score ol 594, Bul the be-
leaguered islanders. badly
shaken by a niesinerising spell
from Pakistan skipper Wasim
Akram on the significant third
day. were heading lor their low-
est ever Test score when they
were reduced {o 116 for nine in
4.2 uvers. '
Quly a gritty last-wicket
stiinidd of 75 runs between
Hashan Tillakoratne and num-

we SCOle...

while others watch
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ber eleven batsman Sanjeeva de
Silva saved them [rom a com-
plete humiliation. The record
Sti Lankan partnership for the
lenth wicket. which frustrated
the Pakistanis for quite a
while, finally came to an end
when off-spinner Saglain
Mushla? rattled the middle
stump of Sanjeeva.

Tillakaratne. who put up a
brave hght atter Sri Lanka
plunged into deep trouble al 61
tor seven, remained unbeaten
on a line 55, studded wilh ten
lovirs,

Nothing could., however,
tike the shine away from the
stupetidous performance ol the
Pakistanis, who dominaled the
under-strength Sri Lankans
lrom day one,

Akram. whe led his side
lrom the front. took lwo wick-
€1s i the hest innings in suc-
cessive deliveries, effectively
evaporaling Sri Lanka’s hopes
of gelling enough runs on the

See Page 12 Col 1

Bangladesh,
Pakistan
play ODI

today

By Sports Reporter

Bangladesh will take on the
powerlul Pakistan side in a
day-night one-day interna-
lional malch al the Banga-
bandhu National Stadium this
allernoory,

The match that will be tele-
cast live by Star Sports and
Bangladesh Television, will
start at 2 pm BST. Radio
tiangladesh will also provide
ball by ball commentary of the
niatch.

Neither of the teams has
been finalised yet.

Tickets

The tickets for today's
match will go on sale through
lour branchies of e e Baraka
Bunk al Dilkusha, ViP Road,
Nayapaltan and Prineipal Of.
lice drom 10 am this morning,
Tickets will also be available at
the Llicket counter of the sta-
dium from the morning,

The rates of different gallery
lickets are the same as they
were lor each day of the Asian
Test Championship final be-
tween Pakistan and Sri Lanka.
However, those who have
dallery lickets for the fifth day
ol the Test match, will be al-
lowed 1o use those for today's
el This rle does not apply
lor the hospitality boxes, which
will hive la be rented at Tk
12,000 lor the AC hooths and Tk
Lo el for the Non-AC ones.,

Corruption institutionalised in
civil service, seminar told

Corription has beeri institi
tionalised in the civil service in
the country . No one denies its
existence. However, dilference
ol epinion exists only on its na-
ture, level and extent.

This was observed in a
Keynote paper presented yvester-
day al a working session of Lhe
on dgoing "International Semi-
nar on Administrative Reforms
tor Dievelopment of Bangla-
desh” in the eity,

The kevnote paper. pre-
sentled by Prol. Mohammad
Moliabbat Khan ol Dhaka Uni-
versity, sald "Centralisation of
authority, elitism. authoritari-

aAllisin, corruption, lack of ac-

courttability and transparency,
resistance o change are Lhe
main characters ol the bureau-
cracy.”

The session was chaired by
Rahinmatullah MP while CPD ex-
ectilive chairman Prof Rehman
sobhan, Ziaur Rahman MP,

- tormier country direclor ol the

World Bank Pierre Laudell:
Mills, lormer finance minister
AMA Muhith, former secretary

By Staff Correspondent

Mugibaol Flag aned Rob Lakimng ol

Victoria  Universiiy Nuw
Zoealond look part in the dis-
CHISSI0)

Adddressing o special session.
the visiting World Bank Vice-
President and Chiel Economist

Joseph Stiglitz underscored the

need lor 'essential administra-
tive reforms to streamline and
muodernise Bangladesh's gov-
erinent struclure.

“Though the reform process
15 very ditficult Lo progress, but
it is possible il 4 government is
cowminitted," he said. "If ithe au-
thorities do not gather the po-
litical will to do so. future gen
erations ol Bangladesh will suf-
ler,

Two other working sessions
on the day were presided over by
Commerce and Inidostries Min-
ister 7 fatl Ahmed and  Food
and Agriculture Minister Be-
g Matla Chowddbuary,

Totail Ahmed criticised the
forelgn investors for delaving
projecis alter vetling approval
Irom the governmment He cited
the delay m 1l setling up of

birge- mounted power plants
atd privale Export Processing
Zanes by foreign investors,

‘We have awarded contracts
lo & number ol foreign compa-
nics lor  setting up barge-
mounted power plants within a
1O-month period, But the
progress is still very negligible
though two yvears have already
passed,” Tofail said.

‘The government is also in a
bad position with another big
loreign invested venture, Kar-
naphuli Fertiliser Company
(KAFCO),” the niinister noted,

Relerring (o local hiisiine s
men and industrialists, he said
they wlten becowmne defaullers
because of devaluation and high
inlerest rates,

Matia Chowdhury blamed
military rule in the past for
spreading corruption down Lo
the grassrootls level, 'Declara-
linnn of martial law one after
anolher destroved whatever
vilues remained in the middle
class of the sociely. she said.

The others who took part in

See Page [2 (ol 4

Dhaka-Calcutta bus service

I'nal run likely from Thursday

The Dhaka-Calcutta bus
service 1s expected lo start with
# trigal rurn on Thursday., mark-
ing the opening of direct 'sur-
lace communications' bhetween
the two countries,

Although Bangladesh and

' India first mooted the idea of

direct road links, arch rivals
India and Pakistan agreed to
open direct bus service betlween
Dellii and Lahore through
gquick negotiations. Indian
Primie Minister Atal Bihari Va-
jpavee: travelled by bus in its

lirst run to Lahore on February.

20) . Now a regular bus service is
scheduled 1o operate {rom 1lo-
day,

Negotiations for the opening

By M Anwarul Hagq

of direct land route Lo facilitate
(quick and easy travel between
Bangladesh and India have
heent going on between the two

dgovernments  lor nearly two
VEArs.
However,  inauguration of

the Dhaka-Calcuila bus service
will not witness any high level
dignitary travelling from either
side;

The (rial run from Dhaka
wtll carry a group of about 20
il-level governiment olficials.
A bus from Caleutta carrying a
sitnilar team is due 1o arrive in
Dliaka on March 20.

The teams from the two
sides will see for themselves the
road conditions, nmmigration

[acilities and ecustoms ar-
rangements. They will also re-
view the overall condition of
the 330 kilometre route to sug-
gest steps for further improve-
ment 1o make travel conve-
nient for passengers |

It is learnt that after the
rial run laopithree months, a
protiocol on ¢l bus service
will be signed between the two
countries,

A news item creeded by JTANS
from Caleutta on Saturday said
thit linishing louches were be-
ing given to a 45- lakh rupee
afrconditioned waiting hall at
Sall Lake in east Caloitta for
Lhe passengers of Dliika-Cal-

See Page 12 Col 1

Bills tor tour

Clty corpns
passed

Jativa Sangsad yesterday
passedd tour identical amend
Ient bills lor four city corpo-
rations ol the country, reports
1355

The bills are the Dhaka City
Corporation [Amendment) B3l
18989, the Chiltagong City Cor-
poraltion [Amendment) Bill.
19445, the Khnlna Citly Corpora-
tion [Ancndment}) Bill, 1929
arul the Rajshahi City Corpora-
ting (Amendimment) Bill, 19499,

The bills sought Lo extend
the tenure of holding elections
to the lour city corporations by
not exeeecding 180 days and the
Clirel Electlon Commissianer
will lix up the polling dale.

The extension was sought (o
Lacilitale delimitation of re-
served seals for waomel com-
missioners lor conducting their
divect elections in line with the
presenl govermment s Comniil-
MEnt Lo ensure gredler partic-
pation ol women in develop-
et aetivities i all spheres of
SOCH Y,

The 1nll m oamended torm
sike “there shiall be reserved,
exclusively lor wornen; -such
nientber ol seats, here in atter
referred 1o as resvived seadls, as
1S equivalent 1o one third ol he
rhntnber af commissioners lixed
by the government,

The extention: of time- ot
sentgthit i thie hills 18 also re-
trired lor preparing the voters

SC Bar Assoc
polls from
today

By SC Correspondent

The two-day amnmual election
ol Supreme Courl Bar Associa
tion [SCHA] will begin today,

The election will resume on
Thursday alter a dav's inlerval
becanse of the government hol-
iay on the occasion ol the
birthday of Bangabandhu,

The polls will start at 10 am
and it will continue till 5 pm
with a one-hour break Irom 1
it 1o 2 pm each day.

Chie Lhousarid seven hundred
uned nine voters will cast their

Ste Page 12 Col 3

2 leaders should soften

stance, reach
consensus: DCCI

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce and Industry yes-
terday stressed the need lor an
innedlate understanding and
consensus belween the two top
leaders of the government and

L the Opposition,

They urged them Lo soften
their slance in the greater in-
terest ol the nation.

A l4-member delegation of
the DCCI Jed by its presidernt
MH Rahman met Leader of the
Opposilion in Parliament Be-
vl Khaleda Zia at her official
residenice in the evening.

The chamber leaders said
there is no alternative to estab-
lishing consensus on political
stithilily lo keep economic ac-
Hvities out of the purview of po-
htical agitations,

Khaleda told the delegation
that the national economy was
mairlly being alfected by extor-
ttorn by the ruling parly people,
nat by hartals. The Jatnutia
Bricdge is going to be closed due

W extortion by Awaini League
activists, she added.

"L am not at all in favour of
hartal. 1 alse deadly opposed
hartal in the past, But what we
will do il we are nol allowed to
speak in parliament and also
on the streets,” the BNP chief
said.

The opposition parties arg
not heing allowed to speak both
i1 and outside the parliament
on deterioration of law and or-
der, ruination of the econoniy.
terrorism, killings ad other
impaortant public issuies,

The former prime minister
gaitl. when BNFE was in power, it
gave adequale thne 1o the oppo-
sition o spedk in the House.

She alleged the government
liled false cases against an un-
specitied number of BNP lead-
ers Al workers, Ciling exam-
ples. shie said the goveriiment
liled murder case against Mor-
shed Khan MP, bouth explosion

See Page 12 Col 7

Verdict on transfer
of court Thursday

By Staff Correspondent

The verdict ol an application
to transfer the case regarding
removal of four Beximeo direc-
tors from the Board of AB Bank
would be delivered on Thurs-
clay, the judge said.

Judge Kazi Ebadul Hugqg, who
presides at court six at High
Court Division, yesterday heard
argumients from bolh the peti-
tinnier and detence.

On Thursday lasl, Barrister
Ralique-Ul-Hugq filed an appli-
vation before the court for
transfer of the case expressing
apprehension by his clients
about hearing in the said court
as a result a story published in
The Daily Star.

In his argumnents delence
lawyer Barrister Rokunuddin
Mahmud said that the applica-

Case on removal of

Beximco men from
AB Bank Board

tiorn for transfer of Lhe case did
not have the ground required
lor a transler.

“They have only two paints.
First. the utterances tfrom the
defence causing apprehension.
But this could not be a ground
since the utlerances were naol
riiade by the court.”

The second delence point is a
repart carriedd by The Dxaily Star
alleeedly creating controversy
about the case. Matunud argued

See Page 12 Col 2

TUs at Ctg port
announce fresh
programme

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG., Mar 15;
Chattagram Dock Bondar
srammik Karmachari Parishad,
an alliance of 22 trade union
bodies announced fresh agita-
tion programmes today.

The programme includes a
[our-hour work abstention on
March 23 if their demands were
rot met by March 22.

The parishad announced its
decision at a rally of port work-
¢rs and emplovees held on the
premiscs of Chiltagonyg port of-
fiee Loday.

Several thousand dock
workers attended the rally de-
manding cancellation ol per-
Hmlission giverl Lo an American
company for ainstallation of a
privitte contalner termnnnal at
Ele e,

The programmes also in-
cluded holding of demonstra-

Sce Page 12 Col 1]

Another Jessore

blast victim
flown to Dhaka

Nusrat Naerin, an artiste of
Udichi Shilpi Goshti and a vie-
tim ol the bomb blast in Jes-
sore, was [lown to Dhaka Com-
bined Military Hospital (CMH)
vesterday at  the directive of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.
reports BSS,

Naorin. who was undergoing
treatmernt at the Khulna Sadar
Hospital, was brought Lo the
capital by a helicopler as her
condition deterioraled. official
sources said,

Suspected Harkat
man held

Special Branch of police ar-
rested a suspected member of
Harkat-ul-dihad from a resi-
dential hotel in the city yester-
dav evening, reports UNB,

The arrested man, identilied
as Abu Mohammad Faroog
Hossain was bearing passports
of Bangladesh, India and Pak-
1starn.

Police suspected that Faro
Hossain might be a Pakistani
citizen and a lrainer of Afghan
Mujaheed,



