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2002 WC could
be a 76-match
meet

TOKYO, Mar 14: Japan and
South Korea will present FIFA
with a new format for the 2002
World Cup this week aimed al
increasing revenue by holding
more maltches, reporis Reulers.

The organising committee
for the lirst World Cup in Asia
will meet at FIFA headquarters
in Zurich on Thursday and one
of the items on the agenda is a

ssible change in the schedule
or the 32 teams, producing a to-
tal of 76 games as opposed Lo 64
in France last summer.

With both countries intend-
ing Lo use 10 stadiums each for
the month-long tournament,
they need more cash to help off-
set the costs — and FIFA has al-
ready decided that the co-hosts
can Keep all revenue from ticket
sales.

The new format would in-
volve replacing the second
round and quarterfinal knock-
out stages with a second phase
of group matches.

The first round would be the
same as in France, with eight,
Emups of four teams (48 games).

ut the top two from each group
would then go into four new
four-team groups, producing 24
games in the second round.
Only the winner of each group
would progress to the semifi-
nals.

The English language daily
Yomiuri quoted a source as say-
ing, "One concern is that we
wouldn't want an excessive bur-
den on the players. but a team
reaching the final would play
only one more game than in
France, eight instead of seven.

"At the moment it's just one
idea, one option, that is being
put forward to FIFA, but both
countries have asked for it to be
on the agenda this week."

On a visit to the far east last
November and December, FIFA
president Sepp Blatter assured
the co-hosts there would be no
financial shortfall. Despite the
fact "there will be expenses for
two World Cups but income only
for some."

Korea and Japan wanted to
stage the World Cup in their
own right but accepted a joint-
hosting arrangement in 1996,

The dates for the 2002 World
Cup have also to be fixed, and
Lhhie two co-hodsts are keen to
complete the tournament by the
erid of June 1o avoid the rainy

season. They fell they could
stage the 48-lirst-round group
games within 10 days, some six
days quicker than in France.

The system used in France
has been operating since the
1986 World Cup in Mexico. the
last time there were two groyps
or phases was in 1982 in Spaun,

Vargas retains
IBF crown

NEW YORK, Mar 14 [AP):
Fernando Vargas [igured his
debut al Madison Square Gar-
den would be a smashing suc-
cess. It was, but almosi no one
noticed.

Vargas defended his IBF ju-
nior middleweight crown for
the first time Saturday night,
knocking England's Howard
Clarke down four times before
referee Wayne Kelly finally
stopped the fight at 2:29 of the
fourth round.

Only a few British fans ar-
riving early for the Evander
Holylield-Lennox Lewis heavy-
weight unification fight paid
much attention to the hout,
which took place 3 1/2 hours
before the main event.

They cheered Clarke on,
then applauded for Vargas after
he gestured to them in the upper
balcony following his easy win.

'l couldn't get into it becaus
there was no one here.” Virgiis
said after improving ta 16-0, I
was like fighting in a gym.”

Vargas had the misfortune o
fighting early on the card.
which has long been sold oul,
And his light didn't last long
enough to attract the attention
of the fans who came to Madi-
soll Square Garden Lo see Holy-
field and Lewis fight for the uni-
fied heavyweight title.

By contrast. WBA welter-
weight champion James Page
foughl before a packed house of
21,284 as he successfully de-
fended his title with a 12-round
unanimous decision over Sam
Garr in the final fight helore (he
niain event.

Page (24-3). niaking the sec-
ond defence of the title he won
Oct 10 by stooping Andrei Pes-
triaev, started slowly but grad-
ually wore Garr down, By the
sixth round he was landin
heavily to the head with bot
hands and the outcome of the
bout was no longer in doubt.

Even as Page and Garr
fought, however, the loudest
cheers-came from the estimated
7,000 British fans among the
crowd who cheered loudly
whenever an image of Lewis ap-
peared on the giant television
screens above the ring and
booed just as loudly when Holy-
lield was shown.

Page, 147, of Pittsburg, Cali-
fornia, was favoured by 11
points on one card, six on an-
other and three on a third. Garr,
146 1/2, of Atlanta, fell to 25-3.

In the other heavyweight
bout on the card, James Ruiz
Kept his position as the No 1
WBC contender by knocking
Mario Cawley down four times
before the fight was finally
stopped at 1:09 of the fourth
round.

Ruiz, 234 (106 kilos), of
Methuen, Massachusetts, im-

roved to 34-3 with his 25th
nockout, while Cawley, 212
(96 kilos), fell to 21-2.

Clark, ranked No 13 by the
IBF, was a game challenger to
Vargas. but it was clear from the
n]:enjng round that the 21-year-
old from Oxnard. Calil, was in a
different class inside the ring.

Vargas, who won the 154-
pound (70-kilo) title by slopping
Yory Boy Campas on Dec 12 —
five days after his 21st birthday
— fnuféht lpatiently early and
won the lirst three rounds.
Early in the fourth round,
though, he opened with a com-
bination that put Clarke on one
knee in the centre of the ring.

INDIAN WELLS,
California, Mar
14: Carlos Moya
celebrated tﬂe
greatest moment
of his life a fter a
victory in Saturday's semifi-
nals ot the Champions' Cup en-
abled him to replace Pete Sam-
pras as world number one, re-
ports Reuters.

Reigning French Open
champion Moya, who began the
week ranked fourth, beat for-
mer French Open winner Gus-
tavo Kuerten of Brazil 6-3, 1-8,
6-1 to take advantage of stum-
bles this week by Sampras (1],
Yevgeny Kafelnikov (2} and
Alex Corretja (3).

'I didn't win the tournament
yet, but you have to understand
this is the greatest moment of
my life, "Moya said to the
crowd, which gave him a stand-
ing ovation, "I thought winning
a Grand Slam title was the
Ereateat thing, but being num-

er one is."”

Moya will try to win his first
tournament of the year today
against unseeded Australian
Mark Philippoussis, who
crushed American qualifier
Chris Woodrulff 6-1, 6-2 in his
semifinal.

Philippoussis, who is 13-2
for the year, won his sixth ca-
reer title at San Jose this past
February.

Moya, 22, will become the
first Spaniard ever to ascend to
number one status in men's
tennis when the new rankings
are issued Monday. Arantxa
Sanchez-Vicario occupied the
number one position on the
women's WTA Tour for 12 weeks
in 1995.

"I've been saying I wanted to
be the number one and 1 think
nobody believed it," said Moya.
"But when I set a goal, | try to
realise it."

With the final point over,

Moya raced to the side of the
courl and wrapped his arms
around coach Jose Perlas and
fitness trainer Lusi Miguel
Morales, the three of them just
kept jumping up and down with
joy.
J Australian John Newcombe,
a former world number one
himself, presented Moya with a
trophy to commemorate his ac-
complishment in an on-court
ceremony.

"Congratulations. wear the
crown with honour and re-
mermber it's good to be king,"
Newcombe told Mova.

The Spaniard becomes the
15th player to reach number
one as he ended Pete Sampras’
current streak of 29 consecutive
weeks in the top spot. Sampras
was just eight weeks shy of Ivan
Lendl's career record of 270
weeks total as world number
one.

When Moya arrived at the
Champions' Cup, he was one of
four players with a chance to
take over the top ranking. The
three others — 1999 Australian
Open champion Kafelnikov,
reigning two-lime US Open
champion Patrick Rafter and
Corretja — all lost their open-
ing-round matches to pave the
way for Moya's rise.

Sampras lost lo Spain's Fe-
lix Mantilla in his second-
round match.

Moya picked the right spot to
beat 1997 French Open cham-
pion Kuerten for the first time
after losing in three previous
encounters,

The Spaniard dominated the
first set, but his nerves got the
better of him in the second set
allowing Kuerlen Lo level the

L

match.
Amazingly, Moya seemed
remarkably calm in the third

set, methodically picking apart
Kuerten's game, particularly
takin% advantage of his friend’s
crumbling forehand.

On Kuerten's first service
game in the third set, Mnga
broke serve at love when the
Brazilian smacked an inside
out forehand approach into the
net.

'l played, maybe, the worst
game in the match when I
served in the third set,” Kuerten
said. "l think this was the dif-
ference between him to win.

"We knew the semifinal was
the race to number one and it
was very exciting. Maybe, [ got a
little bit more nervous than
Liitn."

Carlos Moya proudly holds aloft the Spanish colours and
the trophy he was presented with after becoming the top
ranked tennis player in the world at the Champions’ Cup

in California on March 13,

— AFP photo

Sport
Moya numero uno now

- ghi scored late to

-Steffi stoops to Serena

INDIAN WELLS,
California, Mar
14: Alter staging a
(oming oul party
by winning in
‘aris two weeks
agn, Serena Willlams was fully
crowned as an elile player
Salurday by overcoming a sore
knee to beat Stelli Grafl in the
linal of the 1.3 million dollars
Evert Cup. reporis Reuters,

The unseeded Williams, 17,
toppled lifth-seeded former
world number one Gral 6-3, 3-6,
7-5 in one hour. 45 minutes.

"I'm so excited.” said Willi-
ams. who bounced up and down
like a povo stick aller winning a

12-hall rally to c¢laimm her
secon el career tile,

Vv Kiiee was really bother-
inte e bhul 1 deeided to be a

N a;goya Marathon

Morounova’'s

NAGOYA, Japan, Mar 14:
Lyubov Morounova came back
from behind and made a long
solo run after the 25-kilometre
mark to win the Nagoya inter-
national women's marathon in
a personsl best time Loday, re-
ports AFP.

The 28-year-old Russian
held on to her lead to deny any
hopes of a late challenge from
Japan's Mayumi Ichikawa.

Morounova, seventh here
last year, clocked two hours 27
minutes 43 seconds of break her
previous best lime of 2:28:51 set
at the Great Wall marathon in
Beijing last season.

Ichikawa, who closed the gap
slowly but steadily in the sec-
ond half of the race. Also came
back from behind to take sec-
ond place in 2:27:57, ahead of
tellow Japanese Hiromi Omi-
nami third in 2:30:19.

champion.” I'd have 1o play
through it or quit. and I played
through i "

~ Williams plaved an ethereal
first set. moving with the speed
of a puma and smacking win-
ners all over thie courl from o
low crouch position.

Wilh Gral serving a1t break
point at 3-4. Lhe agpressive
Williams forced the 30-vear-old
legend into a bhackhand error,
The American teenager — who
served with remarkable varicty
and effectiveness throughout
Lthe match — closed ont the set
with a slice service winner ;e
a down-the-middle hlast.

But in the sccond set. the
steady Gral hung tough Al be-

a1 1o conluse her younger loe

v mixing sharply angled
crosscourt lorays with down the
e blasts,

Ciral broke Williams 1o go
alivad 3-1 0 the second setl on
the Tlilth break point of the
game. Williains began pressing
Lhe rest ol the set, and Gral, the
owner ol 21 Grand Slam titles,
easily held serve to close it out
6-3.

Williams. who beat France's
Amelie Mauresmo to win the
Open de Gaz two weeks ago, ap-
peared to tire early in third set.
Graf broke her to open the set by
crushing a return of serve down
the middle that the serve-and-
volleying Williams couldn't
pick off the cement.

With Graf ahead 2-1, Willi-
ams look a medical time-out
during the changeover to have
her right knee wrapped, after a
spellty  game where she fell
behind 1-3, Williams bore down
and began playing with the
saine enthusiasm she had in the
first set.

With Graf serving at 4-3, the
muscular  free-swinging
Williams began to creep inside
the court and dominate, break-

ing Gral Lo tie-it 4-4 when she -

[orced her into a backhand er-
ror.
Ciral. who has vet Lo win a ti-

tle this vear, couldu't do anv-
e withh Williams' serve al-
Ler thiad aned collapsed under 1he
pressure of the American's bul-
lefl retuires.

Witle Giral oserving al 5-6,
Wiliuns broke the Germmian 1o
wirt the iateh, untl the Evert
Cup. Gral had nol lust a final

shie has completed since the
1894 USs Open,

Williams. who will move up
lo a career-high number 16 in
the rankings. smacked 35 win-
ners in the match including
mne aces. The usually powerful
Gral could only manade 11
winners against her quick foe,

Inter-varsity
cricket

Bangladesh inter-university
cricket competition hegan yes-
terday with three matches de-
ciding on the day, reports UNBE,

Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka
University Prof A K Azad
Chowdhury inaugurated the
meel at Jagannath Hall ground.

Nine teamms — Dhaka Uni-
versily, Jahangirnagar Uni-
versily, Chittagong University,
Rajshahi University, Khulna
University, Islamic University.
Agricultural University, Shah-
jalal Science and Technolog
University and SBUET — are tak-
Ing part in the reet.

On Lhe opening day, Dhaka
University beal Agricultural
University at the Jagannath
Hall ground. while at BUET
ground Jahangirnagar Univer-
sily defeated Chittagong Uni-
versity in the lirst match and
BUET beat Khulna University.
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A smiling Serena Williams poses with the Evert Cup trophy after defeating Steffi Graf in
I' the final in Indian Wells, California on March 13.

— AFP photo

ROME Mar 14: Ronaldo
started his first match in two
months but Inter Milan needed
a late equaliser by Javier
Zanetl to draw 2-2 in a hard-
fought derby with city rivals AC
Milan on Saturday reports
Reuter.

The draw lifted AC Milan
level with second-placed
Fiorentina and Parma on 47
points, Fiorentina play today
and Parma beat Bari 2-1. Lead-
ers, Lazio, on 51 points, face
bottom club Empoli today.

Ronaldo, back from a knee
injury. played just the first half
but touched few balls and was
overshadowed by his Brazil
teammate Leonardo, who
scored well-taken goals either
side of the 1ntenfai; to give AC
Milan a 2-1 lead.

Inter had been lucky to take
the lead in the seventh minute
with an own goal by France's
Bruno N'Gotty.

'Hats off to Leonardo," said
Ronaldo, who is expected to
pla&r all 90 minutes when Inter
and Manchester United clash in
a European Cup second leg
quarterfinal on Wednesday,

Midfielder Leonardbd
equalised in the 15th minute
with & brilliant left-footed vol-
ley from a Thomas Helveg
Cross.

_He made it 2-1 seven minutes
after the hall with a free kick
from just outside the middle of
Lthe area that caught goalkeeper

rianluca Pagliuca napping.

Just when Inter looked like
losing for the seventh time in
their last eight matches, they
drew level on the counter-af-
tack.

Nigeria's Taribo West found
Zanetti unimarked in the right
side of the area and the Argen-
tine midfielder slotted home
past an on-rushing Christian
Abbiati,

Parma overcame a tough
Bari with late goals from Ar-
gentines Hernan Crespo and
Juan Veron.

Bari had taken the lead after
three minutes with a goal by
South African Phil Masinga
from a corner kick. '

Earler, Italy's Filippo Inza-
give 10-man
Juventus a 2-1 win over Udinese
and fifth place in Serie A,

Inzaghi's opportunistic
close-range strike shocked
Udinese who looked like scor-
ing after Juve goalkeeper
Michelangelo Rampula was

sent olf in the 63rd minute for
handling outside his area.

Uruguayan Daniel Fonseca
had headed home an Angelo di
Livio cross to make it 1-0 on the
half-hour for Juve.

Argentine striker Roberto
Sosa equalised just after the

interval for Udinese, who
dropped to sixth.
As Roma, inspired by

Francesco Totti, beat Bologna
3-1 with headers by Marco
Delvechio after 10 and 38 min-
Lies,

Carmine Gautieri made it 3-
U shortly after Bologna goal-
keeper Francesco Antonioli
was sent off for elbowing
Delvecchio in the head in the
52nd minute.

Swede Kennel Andersson

pulled one back in the 68th for
Bolugna,

Scene in the
Garden

NEW YORK, Mar 14;: Nothing
quickens the pulse of Madison
Square Garden quite like a
heavyweight  championship
fight. and there was a rare air of
extri electricity Saturday mighn
tur the Evander Helvlield
Lennox Lewis boul, reports AP

A celebrity-studded sellout
crowd ol 21 284, paving prices
from 100 dollars to 1.500 dol-
lars, turned the Garden into the
cetitre of the boxing universe
lor the first time in a long time;

[t was the first undisputed
heavyweight title fight at the
arena since Muhammad Ali-
Joe Frazier in 1971, and the
first sellout for a fight of any
tvpe in the big arena since
Roberto Duran fought Davey
Moore in 1983

"Four hundred bucks will get
you upstairs. Anything good
cdownstairs, that's at least 1,500
dollars,” a scalper said outside
the "World's Most Famous
Arena.” There were plenty of
takers. too. as would-be cus-
lomers appeared to culnumber
loose tickels by a wide margin.

Mick Jagger and Keith
Richards ol (he Rolling Stones,
John F Keunedy Jr, Jack
Nicholson, Jerry Seinfeld,
Donald Trump. Sean "Pully”
Coimmbs. Bill Parcells, Patrick
Ewing, Spike Lee and Michael
Douglas  were among Lhe
celebrities.

FFor each of them. there were
ledions of wannabees. Hipsters
tn thousand-dollar suits, glam-
orous women who turned
dozens ol heads at a time. actors
and models complimenting
each other on their looks.

This was nol the cell phone
and business suil crowd that
[requents Knicks and Rangers
games. This was more of a cash
crowd, the type of people that
pull out diamond-studded
money clips of 100 dollar bills
when buying their hot dogs and
POPCOr.

A large and vocal contingent
of Brits were in attendance, too.
having made the irip overseas
to cheer on Lewis. a Jamaican
who grew up in Canada and
fights out of England.

Even the scalper ranks were
speckled with a few fellows

whose roots were closer to York
than New York.

"Any spares?’ a man with a
cockney accents asked, which
earned him little but quizzical
stares.

New York and Madison
Square Garden were once syn-
onymous with championship
boxing, but that was decades ago
when the old Garden was lo-
cated 18 blocks uptown. In the
years since, the casinos in Las
Vagas and Atlantic City have
monopolised the sport's biggest
bouts because of the type of
high-rolling crowd it attracts.
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Evander Holyfield (L) hides himself from a Lennox Lewis

unification title bout in New York on March 13
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Farcical finish to the
unification bout

NEW YORK, Mar
14 (AP}; It turned
out Evander Holy-
lield wasn't
lelling the truth.
Instead of a third-
round knockout,
the df-vear-old [IBF-WBA
heavyweight champion escaped
with o loudly booed draw
against Lennox Lewis on
Saturday night at Madison
Square Garden.

Holvlield never came close
to knocking Lewis down, let
alone out. The 33-year-old
Briton seemed Lo dominate the
12-round bout for the undis-
puted heavyweight champi-
onship.

According to a punch count.
Lewis landed 348 of 613
punches for a connection rate of
27 per cent. Holyfield connected
on 130 of 385 punches. or 34 per
cent.

Lewis landed more jabs than
Holylield did punches. Yet one
Judge favoured Holyfield and
another called it a draw.

The official judges' scoring
was: Larry O'Connell of Britain
115-115, Larry Christodoulou
ol South Africa favored Lewis
116-113, and Jean Williams of
the United States had it 115-113
for Holylield.

The AP card favored Lewis
117-111,

When the decision was an-
nounced, it was roundly booed
by the sellout crowd of 21,284,
which paid a gate of more than
| 1 million dollars.

Holyfield never came close
lo having Lewis in serious
trouble while Holylield was
staggered on several occasion.
His lelt eye appeared almost
closed and the lelt side of his
B wins badly swolleri.

Much hadd been macde of
Holvheld s predietion  that
Lewrs would Gall i the third

round and, while Holyfield ap-
peared to have the best of that
round when he landed several
hard rights to the head, Lewis
was never in danger of going
dowmn.

'He controlled the fight. It
wasn't even close,” said
Emanuel Siteward, who trains
Lewis and used to train Holy-
field. “This is what is killing
boxing.” '

Not only was the scoring
roundly booed, but Lewis had to
win the last round on O'Con-
nell's card just to get a draw.

The 33-vear-old Lewis ap-
peared to be just too big fgr
Holylield. who never dominated
the action as he had in twice
beating Mike Tyson.

‘It's real simple. People
around lhe ring are not the
judges. Things happen some-
times like that.” Helylield said.
"Thal's the way il goes, | feel
like the heavyweight champion
ol the waorld.

"The whole thing is. I'm not
the judges. | was fighting."

Lewis' size seemed to be too
much for Holyfield. Every time
the American tried to get inside,
he was either hit or tied up. In
each of six rounds, Holyfield
was credited with landing fewer
than 10 punches,

Yet O'Connell, who scored it
a draw, gave Holyfield five of
the last seven rounds and called
another evern,

Lewis was bidding to become
the first Brit to win the undis-
puted heavyweight champi-
onship in this century. Of the 12
previous British challengers
who had failed only two had
gone the distance,

Lewis seemed to control the
action with left jabs and nu-
merous right-hand leads to the
head while the 6-2 1/2 (1.88-me-
tre) Holylield had trouble get-
ling inside the 6-5 {1.95-metre)

Lewis' reach. Swelling started
around Holyfield's left eye early
in the fight and Lewis seemed to
have the best of the middle
rounds,

Lewis, 246 (112 kilos), rat-
tled Holyfield, 215 (98 kilos), on
several occasions but never
came close to putting him down.
As the fight drew to a close,
Lewis raised his hands in tri-
umph and 7,000 British fans
gave him a rousing cheer,

Those cheers became a cho-
rus of boos that rained down on
the Garden ring,

One person who did not agree
with the decision was TVKO
fight analyst Larry Merchant.
who gave Lewis nine of the 12
rouncds.

While the decision was
roundly booed, there were no
disturbances in the arena.

It was an mtfrrestintf fight al-
though it certainly didn't carry
the drama or action that oc-
curred in this building on
March 6, 1971. That was The
Fight between Joe Frazier and
Muhammad Ali, in which Fra-
zier knocked down Ali in the
15th round and won a unani-
mous decision to prove he was
the undisputed heavyweight
champion.

'l felt 1 won the fight." Lewis
said. "It was my time to shine
and they ripped me off. I'm the
undisputed heavyweight cham-
pion of the world aiid the whole
world knows it. He should give
nie those two belts because he
knows they're mine."

Holyflield earned 20 million
dollars for tiwe first draw on his
record but, in the eyes of many
ringsiders, it was one of the
mosl important decisions of his
career because it kept him a
champion. He is now 36-3-1
with 25 knockouts.

The bitterly disappointed
Lewis, who earned 10 million
dollars, now is 34-1-1.

Valencia

MADRID, Mar 14:
A glaring error
from Real Betis
'keeper Tom Prats
handed Valencia a
[-U wictory on
Saturday that takes them 1o
within a4 point of Spanish
league leaders Barcelona, re-
ports Reuters.

European hepefuls Celta
Vigo and Mallorca also man-
aged to keep up Lhe pressure on
Barcelona. who take on local
rivals Espanyol today.

And Real Madrid gave them-
selves a boost ahead of their Eu-
ropean Cup guarterfinal return
against Dynamo Kiev on
Wednesday as they came from
behind to beat Racing San-
tander 3-1.

Valencia's victory gives
Claudio Ranieri's side 46 points
from 26 games, one behind
Barcelona and one clear of
Celta Vigo and Mallorca, who
beat Atletico Madrid 2-1.

Celta’s 1-0 win at Real
Zaragoza came courtesy of a
Haim Revivo strike in the 20th
minutes,

Zaragoza had more of the
possession thereafter but only
really managed to stretch their
visitors alter Lubo Penev's 74th

close in on Barca

minute sending oll.

Real Madrid, whose Welsh
coach John Toshack admitted
this week that anything less
than victory in Sanlander
would spell the end for their t-
tle hopes, started nervously pul
improved markedly in the sec-
ond hall as they moved up to
fifth, four points behind
Barcelona.

Ismael Ruiz had capitalised
on a flat-footed Real Defence to
head the home side into the lead
on the half hour,

Bul Raul Gonzalez. Roberto
Carlos and Davor Suker struck
in the second period to keep Re-
al's faint hopes of a European
and domestic double alive,

Valencia's win in Seville
came from an unlikely source
as Prats, one of the most highly
rated keepers in the country,
made an uncharacteristic error.

With an insipid first half
drawing to a close, Gaizka
Mendieta tried his luck from
just outside the area with a
weakly struck free kick.

He was as surprised as any-
one when Prats, reacting slowly
as he got down to his left. al-
lowed the ball to slip through
his hands and into the net.

Valencia were lucky to hold

on to their lead as Denilson and
Finidi George bolh went close
but after Belis had two players
sent off in quick succession the
matech was all but settled, al-
though Valencia themselves
had Luis Milla ordered off with
three minutes to go.

Mallorca's win at Atletico
also owed something to a
hizarre error. Defender Jose
Antonio Chamot, attempting to
clear an optimistic centre from
the left, succeeded only in slic-
ing the ball over his goalkeeper
and into the net.

Jose Mari Romero levelled
the scores with a sharp finish
10 minutes later but poor de-
fending allowed Veljko
Paunovic a free header for the
winner on the half-hour.

Defeat for Atletico, who will
atternpl to defend a 2-1 lead in
Italy on Wednesday in the sec-
ond leg ol their UEFA Cup quar-
ter-final against AS Roma,
means Lthey have now picked up
just ene point in their last
seven league games and stay
down in 12th place in the table.

Club president Jesus Gil con-
ceded: "We need a centre forward
like we need to eat. We're clearly
in a difficult situation.

Inter Milan’s Brazilian superstriker Ronaldo (L) tries to dodge Bruno N’Gotty of AC Milan

during their Serie A encounter in Milan on March 13.

— AFP photo



