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The World Bank Vice President Joseph E Stiglitz called on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
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_SC reprimands
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On the issue of granting bails
to 1200 people, Lhe courl noted
that "it is almost physically
impossible”™ Lo deal with so
many cases in such a short pe-
riod.

“We were quile surprised to
see Irom the impugned state-
ment coming as it does from no
less a person than the Prime
Minister ol the country.”

The Supreme Court said: "If
the Judges had that rate of dis-
posal, there would not have
been any backlog in Courts. We
have lor our satisfaction
checked up and found thal on
the aforesaid two dates (26 and
27 August, 1998] the total num-
ber of motions in which Rule
and bail were granted by the

Bench concerned was (83+72) »

155 and the number of persons
released on ad-interimm bail was
[219+148) 367. "

The court said. “The PM has
mentioned newspaper reports
as her source for the figure of
1200 cases although the name:
ol or names ol the newspapers
ave nol been menuoned. How-

ever, il is guite likely that she
might have seen such figures in
the newspapers. But after all
she is the Prime Minister of the
country and was making com-
ment on the performance of a
superior court before the press.”

"If upon obtaining correct
fisures she had felt even then
that bail was being granted in
too many cases and expressed
her opinion accordingly we
would have nothing lo say be-
cause as the Chiel Executive she
was entitled to have her own
views in the matter having re-
gard to the law and order situa-
tiont which is the concern of the
Executive. The Court is accus-
tomed to such executive chagrin
in matters like this,” )

"Again there is nothing
wrong on the part of the Execu-
live to bring any matter to the
notice ol the CJ regarding a
court’'s performance and
grievance, il any, entertained
by it. But nothing can be more
embarrassing if the Chiel Exec-
utive chooses to speak to the
press involving the Chief Jus-
tice because the Chief Justice,
unlike her, cannot readily take
to the Press for giving a reply
and further the people may get a
wrong impression which is not
at all desirable.”

"It is enlirely for the Chief
Justice to decide about the con-
stitution or re-constitution of a
Bench of the High Court Divi-
siorl. Nobody has a say in the
matter nor it is done at any-
body's behest. It is exclusively a
preserve of the Chief Justice
and dependent on him ... How
embarrassing the observation
of the PM in the presenl case
was can be imagined if she had
only taken care to know the
correct facts.

"The constitution of the
Bench concerned (allocation of
businiess) was changed by the
Chief Justice long before the is-
sue of granting bail came to be
discussed in the Press and the
decision was taken even before
26 August, 1998. The records
will bear this out. The remarks
of the PM, however. give the
impression that the constitu-
tion of the Bench was changed
at the instance of the Govern-
ment which is not correct”,

"The Chiel Justice has [elt
extremely uneasy over the re-
marks made in respect of him,
lor, he cannot give a public re-
ply nor he is obliged to justify
or explain to the Executive any
matter lalling within the do-
main of his administration.

"In  deciding, however,
whether the facts before us call
for drawing up of a proceeding
for contempt we have decided to
opt for discretion keeping in
view the celebrated dictiim of
Lord Alkin [Andre Paul Vs. At-
torney General, AIR 1936 PC
141) which has always been a
guiding principle with this
court. Said Lord Atkin; *,..... The
path ol criticismn is a public
way: the wrongheaded are per-
mitted to err therein: provided
thal members of the public ab-
stain from imputing improper
motives to those taking part in
the administration of justice,
and are genuinely exereising a
right of criticism and not acting
ir1 malice or atternpting to im-
pair the administration of jus-
tice, they are immune. Justice is
not a cloistered virtue: she must
be allowed to suffer the seruti-
5 3 A

The five judges concluded:
“The Court expected more cir-
cunmispection, understanding,
discretion and judgement on
the part of the Prime Minister
because of the high office she
holds in making off-hand re-
marks in respect of constitu-
tional funclionaries which
have been alleged Lo be contu-
macious. For the reasons, how-
ever, the application is disposed
ol with the observations as
above.”
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Fire Service & Civil Defence Week opens

One fire station in each
thana HQs to be set up

Home, Post and Telecom-
munications Minister Mo-
hammad Nasim yesterday said
the government has decided to
sel up at least one fire station in
each thana headquarters of the
country on priority basis, re-
ports BSS.

"The department is working
with only 123 fire stations
across the country." he said
while inaugurating the Fire
Service and Civil Defence Week-
99 al the department's training
complex at Mirpur in the city.

1e newly appointed Home
Minister said after coming to
power, the government of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina has
taken initiatives to set up 155
new fire stations to meet the
need of the time. Of them. con-
struction work of 32 fire sta-
tions has already been com-
pleted, he =aid,

Mohammad Nasim said the
number of faclories and indus-
tries have increased sharply in
the country but the Fire Service
and Civil Defence Department
is vet to be modernised.

tHe said the responsibility of
protecting the lives and prop-
erty ol people depends on the

department. Even the safety
and security of the general peo-
ple during the wartime also de-
pend on the department, the
minister added.

Mohammad Nasim urged the
officers and stalf of the depart-
ment to work sincerely and
honestly to protect the lives and
property.

He also siressed the need for
enhancing training facilities
for the department's officials
and the common people to save

- their lives and property from

fire incidents,

The minister took salute and
reviewed march past of three
contingents of the department.
He also witnessed mock-fire
fighting in the lraining com-
plex ground.

Later, he inaugurated a blood
donation programme by the of-
ficers and employees ol the de-
partment at the same venue

Director General ol the De-
partment Brigadier Mehammad
Obaidul Haque, Director
General ol the Narcotics Can-
trol Department Nazmul Ahsan
Chowdhury were present an the
OCCASIon.

A ———

Shazneen murder case
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guard Humayun Kabir , maids
Parveen and Minu. Of the ac-
cused, Humayun Kabir died of
cardiac arrest on January-11,

During i;r:sterda}r‘s proceed-

ail petition was moved
on behalf of accused Badal. The
courl. however, did not pass any
order regarding this.

Following is a brief account
of the answers given by Latifur
Rahman during the cross exam-
ination by Mohammad Ali yes-
lerday

-- My relative Dinesh Durga
Das is present in the court to-
day. He is an Indian citizen.

- There is a small dining
room on the ground floor of my
house used by my family mem-
bers and another dining room
is on the first floor for the
guests,

-- Yes, | used to take my sup-
per with my wife and daughter
at my residence.

-- It is very usual, friends of
Shazneen used to visit my resi-
dence.

-- Hasan was simply a con-
lraclor. Il is not true that [ used
lo take his opinion regarding
rutining my company.

-- 1 did not suspect Hasan's
involvement in the killing till
the qullchwani of Shazneen on
April 26.

-- My wife and [ did not sus-
pect involvement of Badal till
April 26,

-- 1 do not know how many
sons and daughters Hasan have
and [ have never seen them.

-- Yes, | discussed with my
son. son-in-laws and different
ollicials of the company aboul
the incident atter the killing ol
Shazneen. But it is nol Lrue that
I did it only to involve Hasan in
Lhe case.

Following is a brief accournt
of the answers given by Latifur
Rahman during the cross exam-
ination by Mosharal Hessain
yesterday. .

— While filing the FIR, 1
knew the names of all the em-
ployees at my residence.

— | did not search for Shahid
before 8 pm that night.

— 1 mentioned Shahid's
name in the FIR on suspicion
and also mentioned that some
others might be involved in the
killing,

40000 crude bombs
recovered from

truck 1in Laksham

COMILLA, Mar 14: Police re-
covered some 40 thousand crude
bombs from a truck near Natar
Petua market of Laksham and
arrested one person yvesterday
morning, reports APB.

Police seized the truck carry-
ing the 'chocolate’ bombs be-
longing to one Dulal Mia, son of
Akbar Al of Kandirpar in
Comilla town.

Acting, on a tip-off they
searched the truck parked at
Kandirpar. Driver of the truck,
however, managed to escape.

Dulal, in his confessional
statement, said the bombs were
collected from the Sarak Bazar
of Brahmanbaria and were be-
ing taken to Sonapur and Ram-
Fanj of Noakhali district, po-

ice said,

Police suspected that the
bombs had been smuggled into
the country through the border
area of Brahmanbaria to create
parnic.

— | filed the FIR at about 2
am.

— 1 did not write the FIR, My
manager Faisal wrote it accord-
ing to my directian,

— | did net mention thc
name of any other person ex-
cept Shahid in the FIR.

— [ did not come dovwnstairs
to look for my daughter be-
tween 8 pm and 10:15 pm.

— No, while filing the FIR, I
did not know who was doing
what during the incident. But 1
was lold thal Shahid was not at
the residence,

—Yes, | handed over a list of
names of the guests who were
invited to my residence that
day.

— No, no accused in the Jail
Killing Case was present at the
party.

— No, KM Obaidur Rahman
along with his wife was not pre-
sent at the party.

— I do not remember the
names of how many guests were
given in the list handed over to
police,

— Faisal Hossain, my man-
aﬁer of personal office, 'was in
chagre of sending invitation
cards.

— | sent Faisal a list of
guests.

The judge, AK Roy, fixed
March 22 for further cross ex-
amination of the complainant.

Workshop on SAARC
law commissions

beeins Mar 20

A two-day regional work-
shop of SAARC law commis-

sions will begin at a city hotel
on March 20, reports UNB,

The workshop on "Capacity
Enhancement of Law Commis-
sions: In Quest of a Regional
Approach’ will start at 9:30 am
with Bangladesh Law Commis-
siornn Chairman Juslice Ke-
maluddin Hessain in the chair.

Chairmen or members and
secretaries of Law Commissions
from Pakistan. India, 5ri
Lanka., Nepal and hosl
Bangladesh will attend the
workshop, organised by
Bangladesh Law Commission,
as consultants.

Law, Justice and Parliamern-
tary Affairs Minister Abdul
Matin Khasru will be present as
chief guest in the inaugural ses-
sion while Justice Mostala Ka-
mal will attend as special guest.

JS told

Land Port Authority
to be established

State Minister for Shipping
Mofazzal Hossain Chowdhury
Maya yesterday informed Par-
liament that the government
has already decided to establish
4 separate Land Port Authority
to manage 12 land ports of the
country, reports UUNB,

Replying to Ali Reza Razu
during the question hour, the
State Minister said the gov-
ernmernt is considering enact-
ing necessary law to imple t
the decision.

He said that all necessary
facilities of a complete land
port is available at Benapole
under the Mongla Port Author-

iity.
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charge, Dr Mizanul Huq. Tipu
Sultan, Nargis Ara Huq.q"uhura
All, Dr Asadur Rahman, Abdul
Alim, Momtaz Begum and Jo-
hurul Islam.

4) Standing Committee on
Women and Children Affairs
Ministry: President — Prof M S
Akbar, Members: Minister in-
charge, Khaleda Khanam,
Keramat Ali, Meher Afroz. Prof
Ethin Rakhain, Prof Sabita Be-
ﬁ.lm. Rurshid Jahan Huq, AKM

afizur Rahman and Mozahar
Hossain.

5) Standing Committee on
Agriculture Ministry: President
— Dr TIM Fazle Rabbi Chowd-
hury, Members: Minister in-
charge, Mizanur Rahman
Manu, Dewan Farid Gagzi.
Anisul Huq Chowdhury, Em-
dadul Hug, Abdul Hakim, Abul
Kalam Azad Siddiqui, Mujibur
Rahman Sarwar and Abdul
Wahab.

6] Standing Committee on
Fisheries and Livestock Min-
istry: President — Adv Moshar-
ral Hossain, Members; Minister
in-charge, Syed Rafiqul Hug,
AK Fazlul Huq, Dilara Harun,
Kamrunnahar, Mizanul Hug,
Dr Mohammad Ali, Fazlul Huqg
amd Shamsuzzaman Khan
Zoha.

7) Standing Committee on
Shipping Ministry: President —
Col (retd) Showkat Ali, Mem-
bers: Minister in-charge,
Dhirendra Debnath Shambu,
Abul Kashem, Sakhawat Ali
Daru, Mahmuda Sowgat, Golarm
Farook Ovee, Giasuddin Kader
Chowdhury.’ Rafiqul Tslam and
Jafrul Islam Chowdhury,

8) Standing Committee on
Sports and Cultural Affairs
Ministry: President — ASM
Feroz. Members: Minister in-
charge. Ramesh Chandra Sen,
Abdul Latif Biswas, Adv Abdul
Latif. Panna Kaiser, Tasmima
Hossain, Shamsuddin Ahmed,
Shamsul Alam Pramanik and
Harunur Rashid.

9) Committee on Public Ac-
counts; President — SM Akram,
Members: Sailur Rahman, Mo-
hammad Ali, Prof Ali Ashraf,
M K Anwar, Mujibur Rahman,
Vice-Principal Abdus Shahid,
Abul Kamal Azad, Mostafizur
Rahman, K M Asaduzzaman,
Nurul Islam Nahid, Morshed
Khan, Hafizuddin Ahmed. Ab-
dul Mannan and A N M Mostafa
Kamal.

107 Committee on Public
Undertaking: President — Im-
ran Ahmed, Members: Masuil
Reza., RKhandaker Asaduzza-
man, Adv Fazle Rabbi, Dabirul
islam, Kasl Shamsur Rahman,
Abul Kalam Azad, A K M
Mosharral Hessain, Abul Hos-
sain and Farook Khan.

11) Commiitlee on Estimates:
President — A K Khandaker,
Members: A S M Feroz, Abdul
Quddus, Dr TIM Fazle Rabbi
Chowdhury, Prof M Abdullah,
Sultan Mohammad Mansur
Akhteruzzaman, A K M Rah-
matullahi, Abu Hena and Mo-
hammad Shahjahan.

Dr Razee's death
anniversary today

.‘:'.::'éﬂﬁ:;:: .'. :-:: -

The 14th death anniversary
of renowned political leader
and parliamentarian Dr Aleemn
Al Razee will be observed Loday,
reports LINB.

Dr Razee, also a jurist and
educationist. had become a leg-
endary figure in his lifetime for
his uncompromising and
courageous role in the struggle
Lo eslablishi people's rights,
democracy and the rule of law.

in a message vesterday. Pres-
ident Shababuddin Ahmed paicl
lributes to Dr Razee on the oc-
casion of his death aniuver-
SATY.

He said Dr Razee had alway.
played a striucnt role in estab-
lishing rule of law and demo-
criatie values in the country,

Various socio-cultural and
political organisations have
chalked out a five-day pro-
gramne to mark the day.

Fire kills 26
in Delhi

NEW DELHI, Mar 14: Al least
26 people were burned to death
and tens of thousands made
homeless when a blaze tore
through a sprawling shanty-
town in the Indian capital to-
day, officials said, reports AFP.

Fire officer Rtaul Kumar
said 26 bodies had been recov-
ered so lar from the gutted In-
dira Puram shantytowr.

"We fear the toll will cross 30
because some more bodies have
not yet been recovered," he said
as llames flickered six hours af-
ter the inferno erupted at 4:10
PITL.

Rescuers estimmated that a
third of some 50,000 makeshift
dwellings in the shantytown
were devastated by the fire, the
Press Trust of India news
agency out the death tell at
more than 30.

The blaze was so fierce that
some from Indira Puram virtu-
ally blotted out the sun earlier
today. ;
~ Police said five children and
four women were among the
dead brought out from a gutted
mosque where panic-stricken
residents took shelter as the
fire raged out of control.

Some 50 others were rushed
to hospitals and 18 were in
critigal condition, a rescue offi-

| cial said.
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Speakers at int'l seminar

| Resullts of Cadet College admission test

F_nlluwlng are the results of the written test for admission into cad

ingiare et_culleges as supplied by Inter Service Public Relations {ISPR).
OIS =TT e _ -

govt: Ovi

As Jaliy' a Farf}r fs heading
for a form:i | split. a voung MP
siding wit/ 1 Communications

Minister An war Hossain Maniu

in the rift = aid their JP would
work as a « onstructive opposi-
lion, report: s UNB.

Golam F arocog Ovi, who is a
bitter criticc of Ershad from the
beginning <yf the Ershad-Manju
lussle, sai d: "We support the
concept of national consensus
Hovernmer | L, but we are an op-
position piuty.”

Explairi ing his point, he said
consensus, government is a new
concept in"i world politics, and
with son'te limitations that
showed s 1ccess in Bangladesh.

In reply to a question, he
said Maiju's joining Prime
Minister !:iheikh Hasina's cabi-
net was nymbolic, "If we feel
that demzt:.cracy is nol secure in
the hand s of this government,
we'll not share any responsibil-
ity of the government."

About next upazila elections,
Ovi said, Jatiya Party would
Join all [hature hustings. About
any futi.ire election coalition
with the ruling Awami League,
he said: "We don't do politics
with the dream of any possible
alliances; .”

Asked] about the cause of
conflicts with Ershad, he said
the basi«: question is morality
against imrmorality "a fight for
principle:s and ideals against
dishone sty".

Ovi, once widely known in
campus politics, said: "Ershad
has nd leadership quality.
Rather firshad is a corrupt. He
is more! corrupt than 1 could
think ol ™.

Ask::d why he joined the
Jatiya Party under Ershad's
leaderslaip, the young turk said
he hadll thought that Ershad
would 2ome out as a new man
after s| ag!.ng in jail for so many
VEAars, ut his expectation
provec: illusive. ,

In » eply to another question
about the ex-President, Ovi said
margf EED]]]E: thought that Er-
sha ad a good amount of
mont 'y deposited with foreign
bank ¢s. .

"Siharing of his money can
caus 2 complexity among his
fami |y members and his so-
calle:d girlfriends," the JP MP
said of their forsaken leader.

Need for speedy admin reform for
overall development stressed

Speakers at an interna-
tional seminar yesterday
stressed the need for accelerat-
ing the process of administra-
tive reform for overall devel-
opment of the country.

They regretted that succes-
sive governments had formed a
number of committees and
commissions for bringing
about changes in the adminis-
tration established during the
colonial era and these bodies
produced dozens of recommen-
dations and suggestions, but
none was implemented.

The speakers also suggested
decentralisation of power, sepa-
ration of {'udiciarj,r. removal of
all black laws, upgradation of
local bodies, better remunera-
tion for government officials,
and transparency and account-
abilily of the bureaucrats for a
better, pro-people administra-
Lion.

The seminar,
"Administrative reforms for
development of Bangladesh",

was inaugurated by Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina at
Hotel Sonargaon in the morn-
ing.

g“f'he three-day seminar is be-
ing jointly organised by Public
Administration Reforms
Commission (PARC),

Bangladesh Unnayan Parishad
(BUP) and the Centre for Policy
Dialogue (CPD)

Two working sessions were
chaired by water resources min-
ister Abdur Razzag and deputy
leader of the opposition in par-
liament Dr Badrudozza
Chowdhury.

Members of parliament Abul
Kalam Azad and Barrister
Rabeya Bhuiyan, former
chairman of public service
commission A S5 M Al
Hossainy, former coun rep-
resentative of the World Bank
Pierre Landle-Mills, politician
Hasanul Haq Inu, Mujahidul
Islam Selim, businessman
Abdul Haq, Dr Harun-Or-
Rashid of Dhaka University,

By Staff Correspondent

former secretary M Nurunnabi
Chowdhury, Nigel Thornton of
DFID, former secretary of the
Indian Government N R
Ranganathan, Farah HKabir of
the British Council, Rob Laking
of Victoria University, UK,
AMAH Siddiqui, former advi-
sor to the caretaker government
syed Monjur Elahi, chief engi-
neer of LGED Quamrul Islam
Siddiqui, Giausuddin Ahmed
and Waliur Rahman took part
in the discussion.

Economist Quazi
Kholiquzzaman Ahmad and
Aminul Islam, a PARC member,
presented the keynote papers.

Narrating his experience
during four years of office in
Dhaka, .Pierre Landle- Mills ob-
served that the performance of
bureaucrats in Bangladesh was
horrific.

He criticised the politicians
for not taking decisive action
and keeping commitments.
“They do not implement what
they say. There is a big gap be-
tween the words and actions of

. the politicians.”

Referring to the World Bank
recommendations regardin
privatisation, the forrmer Worl
Bank country chief said that
though the ministers, parlia-

mentarians and all other pee--

ple concerned had agreed on the
recommendations, none was
implemented because some bu-
reaucrats thought implement-
ing those might be ri for the
government.

ficials has declined and re-
forms should be made in the lo-
cal administration, Landle-
Mills suggested.

Badrudozza Chowdhury un-
derscored the need for separat-
ing the judiciary, scrapping all
black laws and strengthening
the power of parliamentary
committees on different min-
istries.

"Bureaucracy in our country
is not pro-people. On the other
hand politicians are very self-

The quality of the district of-

ish," he said.

The deputy opposition leader
also criticised the ruling party
for taking suppressive mea-
sures against the opposition
political parties.

He observed that all reforms
process gets stuck up at two lev-
els-- political and bureaucratic,

Hasanul Haqg Inu said the
trend ol politics in Bangladesh
is still dominated by the con-
cept of overthrowing govern-
ments. "At this stage, any re-
form in administration is very
ditficult.” He also blamed the
'dual administration’ for slow
implementation of government
policies, .

Quamrul Islam Siddiqui sug-
gested decentralisation of the
administration and autonomy
to all directorates, departments
and divisions, making those ac-
countable only to the minister,
not the ministry. He also
stressed the need for upgrading
the status of the officials
working at different depart-
ments and directorates,

"l command more than 10,
000 workers and implement
various projects spending
around Tk 1500 crore annually,
but my status is below to that of
a joint secretary,” the chief en-
gineer of LGED lamented.

Quamrul said the adminis-
tration at lower level is sand-
wiched between directorate and
ministry. “The Health direc-
torate has no control over doc-
tors as they are being controlled
by the (health) ministry.”

Rabeya Bhuiyan emphasised
the need for a consensus among
the politigal parties for bring-
ing about #y change in the
adminisiration.

She also demanded that all
bills presented in the parlia-
ment, and reports and recom-
mendations made by commit-
tees and commissions be made
public.

“Public has the right to
know what is happening in the
government”, she said.



