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Only Cdng‘ress can provide

to try Khmer Rouge leaders

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 13:
The Cambodian loreign minis-
ter on Friday rejected UN pro-
posals for an international tri-
bunal to try former Khmer
Rouge leaders for genocide out-
side Cambodia, reports AFP.

Al a meeting with UN chief
Kofi Annan at which he pre-
sented his government's re-
sponse (o a UN report,
Cambodian Foreign Minister
Hor Nambong instead sought
loreign assistance in establish-
ing a national court to meet in-
ternational justice standards.

Annan dl:‘d not directly re-
spond to the request, according
to his spokesman Fred Eckhard
who said that the UN chief
stressed that the Cambodian
judiciary in its current state "js
unlikely to meet minimal jus-
tice standards."

Annan also said that a
South Alriecan-style ‘Truth
commission’, which is a rec-
ommendation backed by
Cambedian Prime Minister
Hun Sen, was
substitute for justice.”

The government's about-
turn comes two years after Hun
Sen signed a formal plea to the
United Nations for a tribunal to
bring Khmer Rouge leaders to
justice, nearly 20 years after the
genocidal regime collapsed.

Hor Nambong said after the
half-hour meeting that he and
Annan agreed that the former
Khmer Rouge leaders should re-
ceived a fair trial and should
not have impunity,

He noted that his country
would put on trial former
Khimer Rouge leader Ta Mok,
known as 'the butcher, who was

positive but "not a

arrested on May 6.
The UN panel submitted to

Annan last month recommends
the trial of 20 to 30 surviving

Khmer Rouge leaders at an in-
ternational tribunal in the
Asia-Pacific region, on charges
of genocide and crimes against
humanity.

But Hor Nambong insisted

that because the perpetrators of

the 1975-1979 genocide were
Cambodian, as were the almost
two million victims of the {a-
natical Maoist Khmer Rouge
faction, the court had to be in
Cambodia,

He also said that the
Cambodian constitution barred
the extradition of Cambodian
nationals by a foreign state.

"We have to set up a national
tribunal to try Khmer Rouge
leaders to respond to interna-

tionals standards, we will re-
quesl assistance from foreign
experts {o the Cambodian
court,” he said.

Hor Nambong added there
was only a "nuance" of differ-

ence of opinion between himself

and the UN secretary-general.
Annpnan briefed the

Cambodian minister on the re-

port's main conclusions, but did

not take a personal stand at the

meeting in support of the re-

port's call for the international
court.

Annan aides said that he
would not issue specific rec-
ommendations to the UN
Security Council when he sub-
mits the 61-page report next
Monday to the 15-member body

i

and to the 185-nation General

Assembly. = =

ambush in Assam

GUHAWATI, India, Mar 13:
Five Indian paramilitary per-
sonnel were killed today in an

ambush hKEUSpE{‘ttd tribal mil- .-
e far-eastern state of

itants in t
Assam, police said. reports
AFP, 1
Two olher members of the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) were seriously injured
in the attack in Assam's north

Cachar hill district, an officer
said here.

The CRPF men were on thElr-
way lo Jalinga, a bird sanctuary

250 km from here, to fetch wa-
ter for their camp when the mil-
itants opened fire with auto-
maltic weapons,

No one claimed responsibil-
ily for the attack.

Indian army and paramili-
tary forces have launched a
hulgL for the killers, the police
said.

Thousands of people have

died in oil-and tea-ric _Assam.

in_ ethnic yjglence.,

stable govt at centre: Sonia

KOHIMA, Mar 13: Congress
President Sonia Gandhi today
said coalition governments at
the centre were unable to de-
liver goods to the people as they
were marked with inner con-
flicts and contradictions lead-
ing to instability, reports PTI.

“Instability is not at all good
for the country and coalition
partners very often manipulate
the government decision ad-

versely affecting the overall in- -

terest of the nation,” Sonia
Gandhi, who arrived here this
morning from Imphal, ‘Ma-
nipur, along with her daughter
Priyanka Vadhra, said.

Sonia, who was addressing a
public rally here at the local
ground, said, "Only the
Congress can provide a stable
government at the centre with

US President Bill Clinton holding an umbrella in freezing rain lives the 72-year-old house
where he was born in Hope, Arkansas, after a dedication ceremony on Friday. Clinton had
not seen the inside of the white woodframe house trimmed in green since he was 2 years

old.

British frigaie HMS

- [ ] L] L . -
British frigate visits Shanghai: m.
oxer docked Saturday in Shanghai for the
Roval Navy's lirst goodwill visit to China since the return of

Hong Kong. AP reporls [rom Shanghai.

The crew plans Lo throw a party for local children and play
soceer against a4 Chinese army team during its five-day stay.
With a crew of 260, the Boxer is on its last voyage hefore return-
ing to Britain 1o be decomnussioned,

Lebanese arm

Lebanon put s arnmy on a
helicopters overllew the Bekaa plain in central Lebanon.
wilniesses said, AFP reports from Baalebek,

Tanks were deployed along the seaboard in Beirut.

v Pul;. on.;:_alert:

iday night alter Israeli

guns

pointing oul 1o sea and troops manning road blocks along the
mountain route Irom the capital to the Bekaa region held their
arms at the ready. The Shi'ite anti-Israeli resistance movement

Hezbollah also placed

its forces on maximum alert footing or-

dering increased securily measures to thwart and eventual

Israeli commando operation

Lebanese security officials said

directed at Hezbollah leaders,

Chinese Protestants face fine:

Thirteen Protestanis detained since Chinese police raided their
underground church more than two months ago have been told

1o pay a line or face forced
Salurday, AP says from Beijin

labour, a right group reported

Police arrested 40 Protestants in breaking up a Christmas

Day service at a private home outside Shan
Henan province. and all but 13 have since

giu cily in central
een released, the

Hong Kong-based Information Centre of Humzail Riglhils and
Denmocratic Movement in China said, The 13, kepl in a aty de
tention centre, were told this week 1w pay fines of 2.000 yuan

(240 dollars) or be sent Lo labour ca LS

US apartment fire kills 6 kids: .

worhan's screams shot out rom her third-story window toward
the busy intersection and Fire Station 8 across the street. "Save

my children,"

she cried belore

plunging from her flaming

apartinent to the ground, AP reports from St Louis.

Bul the blaze. apparently Sp

moved too fast even for
dren, aged 7 months o 9
Three of them

arked out of fury after a fight,
the neighbouring firefishters. Six chil-

D J years, were trapped and none survived.,
were lound huddling together inside a closet.

Hours after Friday's fire. authorities arrested a 23-year-old
man — police said he was the boyfriend of the frantic victiin —
at his home just nine blocks away, Wittesses said he and the
wonlen: Lac been hghting outside the brick apartinent building

earlier in the day. Firefighters across

the street also reported

seeing a man outside the building with what may have been a

red gasoline container.,

New supernova discovered: ...

tronomers canvassing the sky for asteroids that could threaten
Earth stunmibled upon a sUperiiova in a galaxy 650 million light-
years away, Jet Propulsion Laboratory researchers say. AP

reports from Pasadena.

The supernova was photographed by NASA's Near Earth
Asleroid Tracking System on Feb 18, The images captured the
slar's appearance as it looked just a few weeks after the ancient
explosion occurred. The star was unknown to astronomers be.

fore the accidental discovery.

exploded.

DR : : ( _The supernova. named 1999am,
was a white dwarf star in orbit with a companion star before it

Singapore warns int TV network

against political coverage

SINGAPORIZ, Mar 13: Citing
lears of electoral interference,
Singapore has asked interna-
tional television network
broadcasting here to abide by
strict local rules in their politi-
cal coverage, the country's lead-
ing newspaper reported
Saturday, reports AP,

“If we are not careful, loreign
broadcasters, like foreign
newspapers, can undermine
some ol our important social
and other policies," Georgey
Yeo, Information and the Arts
Minister. was quoted as saying
by The Straits Times.

The paper is the most influ-
ential in the island republic,
where media are tightly con-
trolled and reports often ex-
pPress government opinion.

Yeo, who was speaking in
Parliament late Friday, said
the move was necessary to pre-
vent international TV stations
with audiences in Singapore
from undermining the country's
identity. |

'A few may even be tempted

to interfere in Singapore's do-
mestic politics. especially be-
fore a General Election.,” Yeo
said.

‘During election time, the
rules of campaigning must ap-
ply to these foreign channels, as
they apply to (government-con-
trolled Television Corporation
of Singapore)." Yeo added.

"Otherwise. some candidates
may be tlempted to lobby foreign
channels or even buy air time
[rom them."

Singapore's next election is
schedule for Jan 2002,

International stations that
can broadcast in Singapore
through cable channels are
BBC, CNN, CNBC Asia and
Bloomberg TV,

‘Chris Blackman, vice-presi-
dent of CNBC Asia, said any
suggestion that CNBC wants to
interfere in Singapore's politi-
cal life is "totally erroneous.”

"The only agenda we have is
lair and accurate reporting,”
Blackman told The Associated
Press.

— AFP photo

‘Thursday

Moro rebels breach truce,

attack govt troops =

ZAMBOANGA., Philippines,
Mar 13: Muslim guerillas have
breached a ceasefire and at-
tacked a unit of Philippine
troops, leading to the deaths of
an undetermined number of
rebels, the military said today,
reports AFP.

Guerillas of the separatist
Moro Islamic Liberation Front
(MILF) attacked the army de-
tachment at Matanog town in
Maguindanao province on
using mortars and
rocket-propelled grenades, the
military said in a report.

Troops fought back and
caused an unknown number of
MILF casualties, with the rebels
leeing when military rein-
forcements arrived, the report
added.

The fighting came despite
the sealing of a ceasefire cover-
ing Maguindanao in Februa
after a series of battles left at
least 32 people dead.

Although preliminary peace
talks between the government
and the MILF resumed after the
fighting in February, skir-

mishes continue to take place.
The 12,000-strong’ MILF is
fighting for a separate, Islamic
state in the southern Fhﬂiﬁ—_
pines, the. strongheld of the
country's Muslim minority.
In a separate develo
MILF vice-chairman Moham-
mad Murad said communist
rebels in the south had sought
refuge in MILF territory to
evade a massive military opera-
tion aimed at recovering two
kidnapped military officers.

But he added the MILF was
still discussing whether an ear-
ler tactical alliance reached
between the Muslim and com-
munist New People's Army
(NPA) insurgents allowed such a
move by the leflists.

The two rebel groups had
agreed to help each other in de-
fending areas under their con-
trol which came under attack
by government troops, but ear-
lier this month the MILF turned
down commnunist appeals for
heavier weapons to fight the
military, ;

ent,

ISLAMABAD, Mar 13: Pak-
istan’s fragile rainbow opposi-
tion. Pakistan Awami Ittehad
(PAlLl suffered a deadly blow
when its lounders decided to
parl wavs. Chairman of Lhe
PAI, which was created at the
Injtiative of Ms Benazir Bhutto
lo oust the sitting prime minis-
ter Nawaz Sharif, Wednesday
announced that he is formin
his.own PAl and has expelle
Ms Bhutto's PPP besides other
smaller parties. "They deviated
from the basic documents of the
Alliance and now we have ex-
pelled them," said Mr Qadri, a
religious scholar who heads his
rightwing party which has
nominal support base and has
never won a single seat in the
last three elections.

Qadri's pique against the
larger political parties such as
the PPP stems from the fact
that he has been sidelined in
many decisions lately includ-
ing the decision of (he PAl to

By Syed Talat Hussain

start a nation-wide agitation
campaign against the Sharif
governmenltl. Qadri accuses Ms
Bhuttio ol following and pursu-

House built in
less than 4 hrs

WELLINGTON, Mar 13: A
team of about 100 builders and

painlers erected a4 house i New.

Zealand in less than four hours,
organizers said Saturday, re-
ports AP,

The house went from an
empty sile 1o a livable home,
with lights on and carpets laid,
in three hours, 44 minutes and
59 seconds, said Ian Cooper, a
spokesman for Laserbilt, the
project’'s chief sponsor.

The house was built for the
Suafoa family by Habitat for
Humanity, a US-based organi-
zalion that sends out volunteers
to build homes lor people living
in substandard housing.

Pak opposition alliance splits

ing "negative agenda” and says
that she is averse to the idea of
shdring power,

However. the split of the PAI
has not surprised anyone be-
cause the parties which formed
this Alliance had little in
common. In fact Qadri was
completely against the PPP
when the latter was in power
and used to issue religious
edicts sayirng that the fule of a
wonlan was a curse for this
country,

Even when political expedi-
ency and circumstances
brought different parties to-
gether under the label of the
PAL Qadri and his religious al-
lies and Ms Bhutto with her po-
litical allies in the PAIl re-
mained odd bed-fellows.

There were rifts and intra
alliance wrangling which have
now resulted in the dissolution
of the PAL.  Japan's oil search
takes it  to Taliban's
Alghanistan.

A soldier watches o market place while patrolling an area of rising tension in central

Karachi yesterday. Two activists of a Sunni Muslim party werce shot dead by unidentified

gunmen while preaching on a roadside in a suspected religious attack.

— AFP photo

Sri Lanka will
reintmEiuce

COLOMBO, Mar 13: Sri
Lanka will resume hangin
criminals after a gap of 2
years, the presidential secre-
ta;iat said Saturday, reports
AP,

President Chandrika
Kumaratunga took the decision
in response to appeals from
genple that capital punishment

€ restored to prevent heinous
crimes, the secretariat said. At
least 12 people are facing death
penalty in Sri Lanka.

Death penalty exists in Sri
Lanka. but it has been kept in
abeyance since 1977, The law
requires the president to sign
the black warrant after a court
has convicted an accused.

Successive presidents de-
clined to sign the death orders
after 1977, turning the death
sentence into life imprison-
ment. Sri Lanka is a predomi-
nantly Buddhist country.

The demand to restore hang-
ing mounted after last year's
gruesome murder of an Indian
woman who was honeymoon-
ing with her Sri Lankan sailor
husband in the island nation.

Pakistan criticises
report of aiding

N-programme
of DPRK
ISLAMABAD. Mar 13:

Pakistan Friday categorically
denounced a report of the
Washington Times thatl
Pakistan is helping the
Democratic People's Republic of
Korea (DPRK] to set up uranium
enrichment capability, reports
Xinhvoa, = E: ‘

Describing the reports as
"false and tendentious,' a
spokesman for the Pakistani
foreign office stated that the
purpose of the speculative re-
port was "none other than to
malign Pakistan and create un-
founded misgiving and con-
cerns about Pakislan's nuclear
programime,”

He categorically denied any
cooperation, whatsoever, be-
tween Pakistan and the DPRK
i Lhe nuclear area.

The spokesman also reiter-
ated that it is Pakistan's long
term and abiding policy not to
transfer sensitive nuclear tech-
nology to any country.

This policy commitment has
been maintained by Pakistan
unilaterally since the early
1980s when it was able to de-
velop nuclear capability, he
said,

Arafat orders
release of all
Palestinians
in Gaza Strip

GAZA INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT. Mar 13: Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat, who re-
turned from a brief visit to
London and The Hague, ordered
Friday the release of all
Palestinians detained during
two days of violence, in the
Gaza Strip, reports AFP. :

President Arafat met
Palestinian security officials
Friday night at Gaza
International Airport to hear a
report on the unrest and then
ordered that all the Palestinian
detained in connection with it
be released, Colonel Tawfik
Jaber, Chief of Palestinian
Secrel Services told reporters,
he did not say how many people
had been arrested.

its ability and experience.”

Making a veiled reference to
the earlier United Front gov-
ernment and the present BJP
coalition at the centre, the
Congress president said the
country had witnessed how the
non-Congress and fractured
coalition governments at the
centre were functioning over
the last three years.

_ Only Congress has the abil-
ity and experience to govern at
the centre, she said stating that
her party had respect for secu-
larism and provided equal sta-
tus and uprpc:rtunit}r to all eth-
nic and religious groups with-
out any prejudice.

Referring to the north-east
in general and Nagaland in
particular, Sonia Gandhi, at-

tired in Naga tradiuonai
"Makhela" and shawl, called for
discarding the role of violence
in democratic society and as-
serted that peaceful solution to
the Naga political problem
must be found.

_ "Although we are in opposi-
tion al the centre, 1 reaffirm our
conunitment 1o the problems of

the north eastern region which

needs special attention for en-
suring peace, progress and de-

velopment." the Congress presi-
dent said.

She also said as a sensitive
border state, Nagaland needed
special atlentlion from the cen-
tre and endorsed Chiel Minister
SC Jamir's observation that his
state should not be put at par
with other north eastern states
while dealing with problemns.

They love her Zipstick...;

TORONTO: North American women may be divided on their
opinions of Monica Lewinsky as a person, but many appear to |
agree on one point — they love her lipstick, reports Renters.

So much so that they can g —
longer [ind the Club |:
Monaco lipstick or lipliner |

no

worint by Monica Lewinsky
during her interview with
Barbara Walters anywhere in
North America.

A week after the Lewinskﬂ

lelevision appearance, Nort
American women are
clamouring to buy the Club

Monaco make-up credited for f

her softer. stylish new look.

But those wantin
"Monica make-over" will have
to wait in line.
Toronto-hased
accessories chain Club
Monaco is scrambling to
restock shielves in its 30 shops

clothes and

in the United States and C

-

atida with the neutral-toned
lipstick, lipliner. blush and eye-shadow, which are fast
becuming the hottest cosmetic products of the season.

‘IU's really taken us by sur

. R I
i . ¢ =4

the B

prise, our name is definitely out

there because of this,” said Gerald Levac, a director of marketing
and cosmetics at Club Monaco's Toronto head office.

Despitc the windlall ereated by Lewinsky's appcarance in
Club Monaco eolours, chosen by

her television appearance,

Royal medical records
by roadside!

AYR, SCOTLAND: The British royal family's confidential
medical records have been discovere

Levac said he isn't considering ask-
ing her to be a spokeswoman for Club Monaco products.

a New York make-up artist for

dumped at the side of a

road Buckinghaui Palace said late Friday, reports AFP,

A& spokesman for the British royal family confirmed police
had informed royal staff of the l{ind beside a road on the
seafront at Ayr, southwest Scotland, after it was reported in The

Sun newspaper,

According to the paper, the file contained details of security
arrangemenis of past royal visits, bload types and medical de-

Ladls.

2L S I it (b N :
The Buckingham Palace spokesman said;, "Ak
concerned, il is a police malter.’
Police said an inquiry had begun,
"We can confirm that we are in receipt of historical health

! S i (= ST S e le g
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board documents the contents of which we are not in a position

to discuss,” said a spokesman.

“Although the document is not recent. there is obvious con-
cern as to how it came to be in the public domain,” he added.

The Sun said the folder contained 70 pages, many of them
marked confidential, about 10 members of the royal family,

including queen Elizabeth 11,

The unnamed man who found the documents while walking
his dog told The Sun: "l couldn't believe what 1 was reading. It
listed details of 27 roval visits over eight years and I now Know
the blood types and other miedical details of 10 members of (I

roval famiiy.

'60 pc arrest by Indian
police unjustifiable'

NEW DELHI, Mar [3: Sixty
FE‘I cent of all arrests by the po-
lce in India were "unnecessary
and unjustifiable,” Chairman
of the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC} Justice
MN Venkatachaliah
Friday. reports Xinhua.

These accounted for 43 per
cent of the total expenditure in-
curred by prisons. The NHRC
leader said while addressing a
group of Districlt and Sessions
Judges und officers from correc-
lional scrvices,

In Delhi's Tihar jail, accord-
ing to the Times of India today
only 10 to 15 per cent of the in-
mates were convicts, the rest be-
ing under trials,

The daily quoted.
Venkatlachaliah as saying that
mosl of the complaints reach-
ing the NHRC relate to the police
and it was reportedly said that

even innocent people with
mental disabilities were some-
titnes being held in prisons.

"There is a very low rate of
convictions as the investiga-
tions carried out leave much to
be desired,” he said, "The degree

said

-huwmanitarian

of acquittals is very democra-
tizing for the public as the of-
fenders get away scot-free.”

UN staff return
to Afghanistan

from next week

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 13:
UN stalf will begin retuming to
Afghanistan next week follow-
ing security assurances thatl in-
cluded promises of protection
from Saudi-born dissideni
Osama bin Laden, UN officials
announced on Friday, reports
Reulers.

“The United Nations has de-
cided to initiate the gradual re-
turn of UN personnel to
Afghanistan,” UN spokesman
Fred Eckhard said. They were
with drawn in August after a US
miissile strike and the murder
of a UN military adviser.

Up to eight international
and human
rights staff will be sent to Kabul
next week along with a spr oial
security officer,

Allegations of N—éspionage refocus attention
on China's spy network in US

WASHINGTON. Mar 13: New
allegations of Chinese nuclear
espionage have refocussed at-
tention here on what experts
(lescribe as Beijing's vast and
well-developed spy network in
the Uniled States, reports AFP.

And while damage resultin
rom this security breach coul
prove very serious indeed, ex-
perts suggdest it is the political
gamesmanship around this
scandal that marks a new tum
here.

"This is a very important
event, and it looks nasty, "said
James Lilley, a former CIA sta-
tion chiel in Beijing and US
ambassador to China, adding:
"We have contaminated the pro-
cess by political intervention.”

"Spying is part of the busi-
ness,” Lilley said. "But don't get
up and start playing games with
it. Don't say it happened on
(former president Ronald) Rea-
gan's watch, polities is in-
evitable, but let's sober up.”

Congressional Republicans

were outraged when Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore sought to rebut
charges of US incompetence in
dealing with the alleged espi-
onage by insisting it had oc-
curred "under a previous ad-
ministration.”

With US Chinese relations
already slipping badly on sev-
eral fronts, some legislators
have called for a broad re-
assessment of US China policy
while others want National Se-
curity Adviser Sandy Berger to
resign.

Speaking out on the contro-
versy for the first time, Presi-
dent Bill Clinton on Thursday
denied hiding security breaches
from Congress in 1996-97 out of
fear they would fuel criticism of
his policy of engagement with
Beijing and then acted too
slowly to correct the problems.

It was Clinton's first re-

sponse to week-old reports al-
leging that China stole nuclear
weapons secrets from the Los
Alamos Nuclear Weapons Labo-

ratory in New Mexico during
the 1980s — which apparently
helped Beijing design smaller
warheads similar to the ad-
vanced US W-88 warhead.

‘In the great scheme of
things, it's not all that new, &
said Douglas Paal, who spent
seven years counselling former
presidents Reagan and George

- Bush as an Asia policy adviser

at the White House.

Paal, Lilley, and others with
expertise in Chinese intelli-
%ence operations contend that

eijing's efforts to acquire US
technology are vast, long-
standing, and in many ways
uniquely difficult to crack.

'What we have is a whole
slew of Chinese high-tech oper-
ations that have been going on
for years and years and years,
and they get (information] by
many different means,” Lilley
said.

“They have run literally
hundreds of operations.,” he

said, "much of it in dual-use

jury indicted a Chinese na-

technologies that could plausi--

bly be used in both sinister and

not-so-sinister applications.”
For example, a federal grand

tional and a Chinese-born
Canadian on Tuesday for al-
ieﬁedly trying to smuggle to
China a type of gyroscope that
improves missile accuracy.

But gyroscopes also have
other uses, and sorting out ex-
actly which enterprises might
threaten national security isn't
always E:EE?'.

Meticulous planing, ex-
traordinary patience, and
ruthless exploitation of thou-
sands of ethnic Chinese here
give Beijing's spymasters an
edge over their counterparts
from other countries, said Paal.

The United States, with its
wealth of high technology and
historic openness, also presents
a uniquely cpm?ﬁllip_g__j:qrhget
for ‘anyone in the gumshoe
business looking to acquire
weapons expertise,

Foreign ministers of the Czech Republic Jan Kavan (L),

e e

Hungary Janos Martonyi (C) and Peland Brﬂﬂiﬂlﬂl‘i: Gere-
mek (R) watch as US Secretary of State Madeleine Al-
bright signs the accession documents that brought I:h:e
three countries into NATO at the Harry S Truman Li-
brary in Independence, Missouri, on Friday. — AFP phote



